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PART VIII. 
STEIN AT THE CONGRESS. 


“Das licbe, heil’ge Rém’sche Reich 
Wie halt’s nur noch zusammen?” 
Ein garstig Lied! Pfuil ein politisch Lied ! 
Bin leidig Lied! Dankt Gott mit jedem Morgen, 
Dass ihr nicht braucht fir’s Rom’sche Reich zu sorgen, 
Faust. 


CHAPTER I. 
PARTIES AT THE CONGRESS. 


Ir seldom happens that men pass so consciously out of 
one age into another as they did in April, 1814, when 
Napoleon fell and the Bourbons returned. Not more 
evidently did a new age commence in 1789 when the States- 
General met than the same age now suddenly closed. It 
did not close by the satisfactory solution of the problems 
which had occupied Europe; on the contrary, nothing could 
be more evidently unstable and provisional than the settle- 
ment accepted both in France and Germany. But it closed 
by exhaustion, The period which from the beginning had 
been full of energy had become at last so intense and over- 
wrought that the spring, so to speak, now broke. Just as 
the Terror ceased with the fall of Robespierre from an 
irresistible change in public feeling, so with the fall of 
Napoleon passed away the vehemence and violence of the 
revolutionary age. “Take the sword away,” was now 

Life and Times of Stein, IV, i 
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the word, and repose and languor succeeded to restless 
activity. 

Stein was 57 year of age; his public life had lasted 
34 years; and the intensity of the period had come home to 
him more than to most others for the last seven years. The 
hour of rest for the world struck just when he was disposed 
to seek rest for himself. His old age begins. Whatever 
struggles may remain for the nations he feels that they do not 
much concern him, for not only has he a right to keep aloof 
from them, ‘but they are scarcely likely to begin till he has 
quitted the scene. The lull may be expected to last till he 
has exchanged the retirement of old age for another retire- 
ment, even more still and complete. If he felt this, his pre- 
sentiment was nearly fulfilled, but not quite. 

Not that he looks forward to an inactive old age or to re- 
tirement from politics. We shall find that it was only by 
slow degrees and unwillingly that he came to acknowledge 
his public life to be over. But from the European stage, 
from diplomacy which he had never liked, and from war of 
which he had had enough, he is glad to retire. Henceforth 
he hopes to be allowed to live as a German among Ger- 
mans. But this could not be till one other task was per- 
formed. The citizen just relieved from the fear of an enemy 
thundering at the city walls, or an earthquake, or a con- 
flagration in the next house, before he gives himself up to 
enjoyment must repair the cracks in his walls or the damage 
of shells in the roof. Germany and Prussia were at last 
saved, but they were left in a most ruinous condition. They 
wanted not merely repair, for it was impossible to restore 
the fabric to its original form, but extensive alteration, as 
well as new safeguards against danger. What he writes to 
his wife after seeing his home again—he arrived at Nassau 
on June roth, welcomed, though it was near midnight, with 
the ringing of bells, and, most appropriately, with the Land- 
sturm drawn up on both sides of the road—might be applied 
to Germany at large: “The house wants great repairs, the 
wing is scarcely habitable. I have sent for the builder De- 
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lessaux from Coblenz, a clever and agreeable young man.... 
Marianne is to get us a gardener ;—very necessary on account 
of the neglected condition of the garden and the plantations; 
many fine trees are lost.” In the coming Congress the 
political builders were to deliberate on similar repairs neces- 
sary to make Germany habitable and safe. Stein was to take 
part in these deliberations ; afterwards nothing would remain 
for him but to live as comfortably and usefully as possible 
in the repaired building. 

Early in this narrative we described the fall of Germany 
and the fall of Prussia. We have now seen both countries, 
the larger and the smaller, free themselves by a great 
effort from the foreign dominion which had been the im- 
mediate consequence of the failure of their institutions. 
But to prevent the same calamity from happening again 
they have as yet done nothing except—what was certainly 
a considerable thing—to destroy the military monarchy in 
France, which had inflicted it upon them. It remained to 
correct the faults in their own system which laid them open 
to French invasion. What these faults were they had at 
least learned clearly enough. The war of 1793—1795 had 
shown that, the defence of Germany being thrown upon it- 
self by the decay of the Netherlands and the disappearance 
of the old Barrier, the Germanic system was unequal to the 
task, having no means of raising an army directly for the 
purpose, and being prevented by the perpetual jealousy be- 
tween Austria and Prussia from availing itself freely of the 
armies of those Powers. The war of 1805 had next shown 
that the Middle and Small States in their defencelessness 
were irresistibly tempted to side with the invader, and that 
with their help he had it in his power to humble and all but 
subjugate Austria and Prussia themselves. In the war of 
1806 it had been proved that Prussia was not merely not 
available for the defence of Germany, but that her military 
strength was less real and substantial than had been sup- 
posed. Such were the lessons of experience. 

Reform had already been applied to Prussia. The com- 
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mencement of a new system had been made there, and with 
such success, that in the war of 1813 the country had laid a 
new foundation of greatness, which seemed likely to prove 
surer, because it was much broader, than the old. It re- 
mained to find a remedy for the other evil, that is, either 
to devise some system by which all the military resources 
of Germany could be requisitioned for the purpose of na- 
tional defence, or else to make the armies of Prussia and 
Austria available in a satisfactory way for the defence of 
Germany. 

This reform had not only been proved to be needful by 
the occurrences of the last period, but those occurrences 
had themselves made the need of it far greater. Through the 
greater part of the 18th century Germany had had the same 
defective system, and yet no evil had followed. This was 
because France had not become aware of her advantage, 
and also because as a military power she was then in a state 
of decline. Now on the contrary she was awakened and 
regenerated, and had learnt how much was possible. For 
the moment indeed she had to confess herself exhausted, 
but on the whole, she laid down her arms with the convic- 
tion that her only mistake was to have gone too far, and 
that her policy of conquest had not been mistaken in itself. 
We ought particularly to note the distinction she made be- 
tween one part of her conquests and another. The purely 
Napoleonic acquisitions, the despotic Protectorate of the 
Rhenish Confederation, still more the Westphalian Kingdom, 
and the 32nd Military Division, these she gave up as lost, 
and had no strong desire to recover. It was quite different 
in respect to the Rhine frontier. In losing this she felt her- 
self robbed, not merely because it was what she called a 
natural frontier, but because she had had the undisputed pos- 
session of it for so long a time. The conquests of Lunéville 
were not Napoleonic in the proper sense of the word, they 
were the conquests of the Revolution, sealed by several years 
of continental peace before Napoleon’s career of universal 
conquest began. They had become a part of France, they 
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had not been separated again from her by any effort of 
their own populations, nay, it had not even been thought 
safe to allow those populations any share in their own 
liberation. With respect to these provinces then the French 
had the same sort of feeling that they have since had with 
respect to Alsace and Lorraine, a feeling that they had 
acquired a right of property in them, and that it was only 
as an indemnity, or as a punishment, and not in the name 
of justice that they had been required to yield them up. 
Hence the settlement of 1815 contained the germ of a new 
war between France and Germany, a war to recover the lost 
Departments of the Left Bank. It was the belief that this 
war was on the point of breaking out that afflicted Niebuhr 
after the Revolution of 1830, and we know now that he was 
no false prophet, but that he only, like so many prophets, 
antedated the occurrences that he foresaw. Moreover, if 
France could not forget her rights in Germany, a large part 
of Germany had formed new ties with France. The habit 
of looking to Paris had grown up, and in the absence of any 
Germanic patriotism had met with no counteraction. What 
in the people was a passive habit was in the princes and 
officials an active partisanship. Princes like the King of 
‘Wirtemberg, Ministers like Montgelas, sided openly and 
heartily withFrance againstGermany, and if the time should 
come when either France should ask their help, or they 
should feel the pressure of Prussia and Austria too pain- 
fully, they would be likely either to second, or to provoke, 
a new French invasion of Germany. All these dangers 
were new; they had been unknown before the war-time, and 
were the results of those very occurrences which had re- 
vealed for the first time the dangers inherent in the Ger- 
manic Constitution. 

On the other hand the danger from France, though so 
real, did not seem imminent. Her defeat and the downfall of 
Napoleon were lessons impressive enough to keep her quiet 
for a good while. In like manner the Rhenish Confederation 
had received a chatisement which was not exactly light, if 
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below its deserts. Examples had been made of the King 
of Saxony and of Dalberg, and Bavaria might feel that she 
had escaped somewhat narrowly. Moreover Germany had 
securities for the present in the continued existence and 
authority of the Coalition by which Napoleon had been put 
down, and in the weakness of the French Government. 
Patriotic German statesmen might not be satisfied with 
such securities, but scarcely any such statesmen existed. 
There were scarcely any public men whose business it was to 
consider the interests of Germany; the matter was weighed 
exclusively by those whose position forced them to give pre- 
cedence to some other interest, that of Austria or Prussia or 
some Middle State. A Metternich, or even a Hardenberg, 
looked upon a new French invasion of Germany as incon- 
venient, less in itself than from the lowering of the Austrian 
or Prussian position which they had found to be the con- 
sequence of it; the former at least, as we have seen, had 
not greatly cared to wrest from France her Rhine frontier. 
As for the Ministers of the Middle States, it was doubtful 
whether they regarded it as inconvenient at all, 

Add to the fact that the protection of Germany by anew 
constitution was no one’s special business the extreme in- 
trinsic difficulty of the problem, and we shall be prepared 
to find the efforts of the Congress to solve it as abortive as 
they actually were, What appeared necessary was to create 
an effective federal authority to which Austria, Prussia, and 
the Middle States should all alike be prepared to submit. 
But how could Austria or Prussia, European Great Powers, 
complete in themselves and well able to stand alone, con- 
sent to forego any part of their sovereignty? They could 
hardly be asked to do so. The Middle States might indeed 
fairly be asked, but were scarcely more likely to consent. 
They hugged their sovereignty as their latest acquisition, 
as that for which they had sacrificed their good fame. Yet 
states can no more form a federation without sacrificing 
part of their sovereignty than individuals can form a state 
while they retain the Jiberum veto, Moreover, an arrange- 
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ment so extremely difficult in itself was not to be left, as for 
instance the similar problem of federation had been left on 
the other side of the Atlantic, in the hands of the parties 
immediately interested. The settlement of Germany was 
part of the settlement of Europe, and the other Great 
Powers, ignorant and careless of German interests, had a 
voice in it along with the leading German States. The 
claims of Prussia were supported by Russia, those of Han- 
nover by England, and those of Bavaria and Wirtemberg 
by France. 

But besides a new constitution for Germany, the Con- 
gress would have to consider another question, which Ger- 
man patriots such as Stein perceived, and all may now per- 
ceive, to be scarcely less important, viz., the indemnities to 
be assigned to Prussia. It was the more important because 
of the almost hopeless difficulty of arranging a satisfactory 
constitution. If Germany could not protect herself against 
France by federation, there was an alternative. Prussia 
might be made strong and great enough to undertake her 
defence. The feasibility of this plan made the indemnities 
of Prussia more important than those which might be as- 
signed to any other Power. It mattered comparatively little 
where Austria might look for hers, although this was not 
then so clearly understood, for Austria being only partially 
German could not, as Campo Formio ought to have made 
evident, be safely entrusted with the defence of Germany. 
But if the indemnities of Prussia should be large, and, what 
was equally important, if they should be such as to identify 
her interests still more with those of Germany, then a satis- 
factory federal constitution might more easily be dispensed 
with, and the prospect would open of protecting Germany 
by constituting her gradually not into a federal but into a 
unitary state, 

Now that the German question has been well-nigh solved, 
‘we may see that in each stage the aggrandisement of Prussia 
hhas advanced it as much as the essays towards federation 
that have been made. Frederick’s conquests went together 
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with the League of Princes in one age, and in another the 
North German Confederation was preceded by the annexa- 
tion to Prussia of Schleswig-Holstein, Hannover, Electoral 
Hessen, Nassau, and Frankfurt. In like manner the result 
of the Congress of Vienna to Germany was twofold. It 
created a new German Federation, and it gave a large terri- 
torial aggrandisement to Prussia, an aggrandisement which, 
more by good fortune than by Prussian forethought, was 
such as to make Prussia more German than before. 

The Congress dealt with a vast variety of questions, but 
on the whole its great work was the reconstitution of Ger- 
many and Prussia; this at least was the work which cost 
most trouble and anxiety, the work which gives the Congress 
ahistory. Fortunately also it was the work in which alone 
Stein took an active part, so that we shall be able in this 
narrative to preserve silence about all the other proceedings 
of the Congress. 

Stein passed the summer between his home at Nassau 
and Frankfurt. He was occupied chiefly in preparing for 
the labours of the Congress, With Hardenberg, who also 
came to Frankfurt, he elaborated a scheme of a German 
Constitution which we shall soon have to examine, and he 
prepared the public mind for the approaching changes, 
partly as usual through the pen of Arndt, who wrote at this 
time a pamphlet, “On Government by Estates,” partly 
through the well-known publicist Joseph Gérres, at this time 
editor of the Rhenish Mercury, which appeared at Coblenz. 
He was also attentively watching Saxony and its Governor- 
General, Prince Repnin, for whose proceedings he was still 
responsible as Chief of the Central Department. At this 
moment Saxony was the most important part of Germany, 
both as the country where Prussia hoped to find her in- 
demnity, and as the State in which the doctrine of legitimism 
and the sacredness of the Napoleonic Sovereignty were to 
be tested. In these critical months its population was 
naturally divided into parties, some pressing for the King’s 
restoration, some urging the claims of the Duke of Weimar, 
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some favouring annexation to Prussia. Stein, as we know, 
had from the beginning favoured this latter plan, and he 
was now only anxious to put an end to the period of sus- 
pense. On June 21st he writes to Hardenberg: 


Enclosed I have the honour to send your Excellency a copy of a report of 
Prince Repnin on an attempt made by several respectable members of the 
Saxon Estates to procure the King’s restoration through a deputation to be 
sent to the head-quarters. He has rejected the proposal and taken various 
measures to check the agitation, It is highly probable that this movement has 
been caused by foreign influence, that those who made a similar attempt in 
December, 1813, and who afterwards wished to set up the Duke of Weimar, 
now after the failure of the latter scheme recur to the former. Only one way, 
is left to put an end to this state of things, the consequences of which are not 
to be foreseen, namely, a public decision of the fate of Saxony by which all 
hope of a return to the old regime will be quashed. ‘The delay is exceedingly 
mischievous: the Saxons, always fickle, vain, and frivolous, waver backwards 
and forwards between various opinions, expectations, anxicties and influences 
from without, grow more and more skilled in intrigues and cabals, and wean 
themselves more and more from all respect for a legal Government and from 
the habit of obedicace, 


Armndt’s reminiscences of these months are vivid. 


Iwas sitting in my carriage on a drive from Franlefurt to Mainz, when he, 
travelling post, met me near Héchst, and made as if he would drive by. I 
recognized him at once; General Boyen was sitting with him in the carriage: 
he recognized me, and called out, ‘Right about! Quick march! Back with 
me to Frankfurt!” I cheyed, and very soon sat at dinner with him and Boyen 
and the gallant General Kleist-Nollendorf at the Roman Emperor, He ordered 
the best Elfer wine, and we drank and clinked our glasses. All the while he 
stayed there he was unusually bright and cheerful, and—in his way——gentle 
woo, Even if much had not turned out to his wish, still he could feel almost 
like a victorious Triumphator ; besides, he had had the happiness of seeing for 
some days again his old Nassau with his own wife and children, 


Then come one or two little anecdotes: 


Stein had grown to be a great German celebrity. People sought him, in- 
vited and uninvited, and sometimes were found assembled in the evening round 
his tea-table, ‘This tea-table stood usually in a pleasant garden on the way to 
Bornheim, where he had fized his residence for the summer. Here appeared, 
among others, the Crown Prince Ludwig of Bavaria (afterwards the celebraied 
art-patron), inflamed like Stein with the most ardent zeal for a new free Ger- 
‘many, and at home a declared opponent of his father’s Minister, Count Mont- 
clas, The Prince, so devoted to the German Fatherland, and so friendly and 
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amiable, would sometimes take me by the arm and move quickly with me 
through the garden-walks. The young man being very deaf, his words would 
sound audibly beyond the garden-hedge, and mine too perhaps for that matter, 
for 1 am no whisperer or soft speaker, The consequence was that the people, 
who besides were eager to see the famous Stein and a Crown Prince, would 
form groups and stand still on the promenade by the garden: tll Stein called 
out, “This way, Your Royal Highness, come and cool your enthusiasm with a 
cup of tea, ‘You speak so loud that the people stand still and fancy I hold a 
Jacobin Club here.” 


The point of this remark, as appears more clearly in 
another version of the anecdote which Arndt gave to Pertz, 
is that the Prince’s conversation was apt to consist of furious 
attacks upon his father’s Government. 


Schlosser, now at Heidelberg (the celebrated historian), then a teacher in 
the Frankfurt gymnasium, visited the Minister one day. Srein. “Well, my 
dear Schlosser, how goes it among your Frisians in the Jever country?” 
Scuiosser, “Badly enough, your Excellency, as everywhere else in Ger- 
many, but still a good deal better than elsewhere; we have only free peasants 
with us and not a single nobleman.” Sreiy (laughing heartily). “Ah! you 
mean to say that the peasants have murdered them all or driventhemall away. 
But we two do not murder each other.” 

A Count Walbot-Bassenheim introduced himself with a solemn recital of 
all his titles, beginning with Superior Seneschal of the Imperial Liberty of 
Friedberg; Stein pushes a chair towards him in a great hurry, saying, “Pray 
sit down, Count; Ihave not chairs enough for all the great people you intro- 
duce to me.” 


To Stein, as we have already seen, the German cause 
was so sacred that he applied to it the apostolic maxim, “If 
there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed.” One 
day when he had dined at the banker's Metzler, as they sat 
at coffee, Marshal Wrede was announced, Stein jumps up 
and calls for his carriage; Metzler remonstrates, but in vain. 
“T will not sit in the same room with the cursed robber,” 
cries Stein, rushing out. According to Amdt the word 
“robber” was meant literally. Wrede, when quartered in 
the Duke of Brunswick’s castle of Oels, had, in imitation of 
some of Napoleon’s Marshals, packed up and carried off all 
the plate, and Stein, as Chief of the Central Department, 
had had the pleasure of making him pay the value. 
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And now Arndt takes us to visit the Minister at Nassau. 


‘There he was extremely cheerful and merry, and went about over hill and 
dale with me and his two daughters, of whom Henriette was already grown 
up (she was just cighteen) and Therese a little wilful slip of a girl (she was 
eleven). The pretty wilful little Therese, who was always for making jumps, 
and who delighted her father heartily by her innocent wildness, I had often to 
carry in my arms over little brooks and ditches, and once it happened that she 
tried to show what she could do on her own feet, and much to papa’s amuse: 
ment left a little shoe sticking in the mud.,..Here foo was Stein's sister 
Marianne, a true counterpart of her brother, but in duodecimo, Only she was 
a woman, in everything more considerate and gentle; the same brevity and 
rapidity in speech, the same unconscious smiting wit: her figure small, and 
that too shortened and shrunk, the head already sprinkled with the snow of 
age, but out of it looked a grand pair of fashing eyes. She wasa learned 
Deaness who might well have played the schoolmistress to her girls, and in- 
stituted an Examinatorium and a Disputatorium on the old Constitution of 
Germany. She knew the old German Rules and Constitutions not merely with 
exactness, but carried them living in her heart. She was nearly ten years older 
than her brother* and had ruled house and land with her mother when he was 
still a wild boy, and had helped, as be used to say,to educate him and to tame 
his fiery spirit. He regarded her with a sort of reverence, and I heard him 
once say when he complained of his own heat and irritability—made a sort of 
attack upon himsel{—But for my pious mother and my equally pious and 
good sister Marianne, a very complete villain might have been made out of 
me.” It was his way to speak thus in superlatives. 


Among the born subjects of the House of Stein there 
was naturally much exultation when their Knight returned 
conqueror, as they thought, of his malignant enemy the 
world-conqueror Napoleon. One day when he entertained 
some Russian guests the party strolled out in the evening to 
look at the Burg Stein. There at the limit which divided 
the lands of Stein from those of Nassau they found an ex- 
traordinary construction—a representation of scenes from 
the war, the conflagration of Moscow, the French in flight, 
the battle of Leipzig—executed in rockwork, with Stein’s 
name and coat of arms, as if all the achievements were his. 
It was the fancy of an old mason of Nassau, who had been 
a playmate of Stein’s boyhood. Naturally Stein was annoyed. 


She was only five years older according to Stein’s letter to Arndt of 
Nov. 6th, 1830, See Pertz, vi. p. s021. 
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He got in a rage and vowed that the masterpiece must be 
instantly taken away. Marianne was deeply concerned for 
the poor mason, begged Arndt to intercede, and the guests 
combining their influence procured a reversal of the hard 
sentence from Stein, who went away muttering that “people 
would think he was in his dotage and fancied himself to have 
conquered the world.” 

In the middle of July Stein had visited the Czar at 
Bruchsal, where Alexander rejoined his family after his visit 
to London, and had received his commands to go to Vienna 
for the Congress. He was to retain his old position of un- 
official adviser to the Czar, especially on German affairs, 
and to exert whatever influence upon the proceedings of the 
Congress his character might procure for him, without a 
vote and without the power of any state to back him. He 
left Frankfurt on September 8th, and reached Vienna on the 
15th, where he remained through almost the whole con- 
tinuance of the Congress, occupying a large and splendidly 
furnished, but excessively gloomy, house. 

He lost no time in making his voice heard, glad perhaps 
to do so before the French Embassy should have arrived. 
‘On the 17th he laid before the Russian Cabinet a paper on 
the best method of conducting the business of the Congress, 
in which he strongly urged the desirableness of allowing 
the Germans to arrange their internal constitution without 
foreign, especially without French, interference. 


‘The affairs of Germany (he writes) demand the most mature and exact 
consideration on account of the intricacy both of its internal and its foreign 
relations. The scheme of a Federal Constitution for the whole and of the 
arrangement of the parts must be adopted with exact knowledge of the rights 
of the Princes and their subjects, since it is to secure the political existence of 
Both alike. When the foundations of the Constitution are settled, the indivi- 
duals intrested may be heard, their objections discussed, and they will be 
bound afterwards to accept the decision of the Great Powers, 

‘The interference of France in the internal affairs of Germany must be pre- 
vented in the most effectual manner. The history of five centuries proves it— 
her policy has had no other object than to create division and fomentagitation, 
and unfortunately it has found only too ductile material in the selfishness and 
perfidiousness of the princely Cabinets of Germany, The bondage to which 
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they reduced themeelves, the sufferings they brought on the Fatherland, have 
not yet brought them to a sense of their duty; they are much more concerned 
to maintain their illegally acquired sovereignty and to obtain a territorial 
agerandisement than to occupy themselves with the great interests of the 
nation whose chiefs they consider themselves to be; and they continue to 
resort to every means of attaining their contemptible object. 

Russia has already announced in the Proclamation of Kalisch, April asth, 
the course she intends to take in the internal affairs of Germany ; she will com- 
mit the decision of them to the German Powers, and will merely famish a 
guarantee and a protection against oppression, While she publicly adopts 
this principle as her guide she will obviate the immediate encroachment of 
France upon the internal affairs of Germany, and at the same time retain the 
influence which gratitude and admiration procure for the great and august 
Prince who rules her. 

If this mode of action is adopted the decision of the constitutional and 
territorial questions will be committed to Hannover, Prussia and Austria; the 
result would be brought in the last resort to the knowledge of the Allied 
Courts, that they may estimate it according to the principles of the European 
Balance; and by the adoption of this course the direct interference of France 
will be prevented, 


This paper shows that Stein clearly foresaw the danger 
which immediately threatened Germany. He saw that 
France had not fallen with Napoleon, but was likely even to 
recover political influence by his fall, retaining as she did 
the enormous prestige which he had given her, retaining 
also the secret adhesion of the Rhenish Princes, and at the 
same time disarming the hostility of Europe, and placed in 
a condition to divide the Great Powers and procure influ- 
ential alliances by the consequences of his abdication. 
Stein’s advice was partially adopted. Ina preliminary meet- 
ing of September 22nd—for the Conference had not yet 
formally commenced—it was resolved by the representatives 
of the four Powers, Austria, Prussia, Russia and England, 
that German affairs should be separated from European, 
and that a German Committee should be appointed to con- 
sider them. But in the constitution of the Committee they 
departed in a very significant manner from Stein’s proposal. 
In his view everything depended on shutting out the repre- 
sentatives of the Napoleonic sovereignty, and on putting 
Prussia in a condition to hold her own against Austria. By 
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proposing that the Committee should consist of the repre- 
sentatives of Austria, Prussia and Hannover only, he had, as 
it were, put forward England, or England-Hannover, as a 
kind of umpire between Austria and Prussia. Even this 
scheme would probably give Austria the advantage, for the 
Hannoverian politicians were jealous of Prussia, and the 
English were Austrian in feeling, but at least French in- 
fluence would be effectually shut out. It was now resolved 
that the Committee should consist of the representatives of 
Austria, Prussia, Bavaria, Hannover and Wirtemberg; in 
other words, that two votes out of five should be given to 
the Rhenish Confederation. 

The French Embassy arrived two days after, and the real 
battle of the Congress soon began. The adroitness of 
Talleyrand’s diplomacy has been much admired, but he had 
a very good hand, and it was not surprising that having 
watched from the very beginning the history of the Rhenish 
Confederation, having assimilated and partly even invented 
the Germanic policy of Napoleon, he should instinctively 
understand all the advantages of his situation. Talleyrand 
made the conquered Power for a moment the Arbiter of the 
Congress; but if it has surprised us all along that Napoleon 
should not have been able to divide a Coalition which seemed 
so loosely united, we cannot be at the same time surprised 
that Talleyrand should. We have seen that the firm agree- 
ment of Alexander and the Prussian war-party had formed 
during the war a solid nucleus. To this was added Frederick 
William’s personal feeling for the Czar, which was now 
greatly heightened by gratitude. But we have seen also the 
same Czar conniving at Austria’s successful intrigue with 
the Princes of the Rhenish Confederation. England had 
wavered a good deal, but had inclined on the whole towards 
Austria. So much division there had been in the Coalition, 
even while a common danger might have held them most 
firmly together. And now this common danger existed no 
longer, and to the four Powers which had conducted the war 
there were added at Vienna the party of the Napoleonic 
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sovereignty, unwilling allies of the eleventh hour, and the 
conquered Power itself, France. It was not in itself any 
proof of astonishing skill that France should almost destroy 
an equilibrium so unstable. 

All that was necessary was that she should pursue her 
habitual policy and lean on the Rhenish Confederation. 
Except through that she could have no title to interfere in 
Germany, but an opportunity offered of coming forward 
once more as its champion, Once more the rivalry of 
Austria and Prussia and the necessities of the small States 
were used by France to break up and enfeeble Germany. 

It had been laid down in the Treaties that Prussia was 
to be reinstated in a territory approximately equal to that 
which she had possessed before the war of 1806. The 
reader must remember that this was very different from 
the territory possessed by Frederick the Great. The 
reign of Frederick William II. through the partitions of 
Poland, and the earlier years of Frederick William III. 
through the internal revolution in the Empire, had brought 
vast aggrandisements to Prussia. Part of the territory lost 
at Tilsit, for example that which had gone to make the 
Napoleonic Kingdom of Westphalia and Duchy of Berg, 
could easily be restored. But there lay two difficulties in 
the way of restoring the whole. In the first place, a part 
of it had fallen into the hands, not of Princes who owed 
their existence to Napoleon, but of old German princely 
houses which could not so easily be displaced. The district 
of Cottbus had gone to Saxony, and those principalities of 
Baireuth and Ansbach in which, as we remember, Harden- 
berg had begun his career as a Prussian official, had passed 
to Bavaria. The latter territories, at any rate, in con- 
sequence of the terms which Austria had granted to Bavaria 
in the Treaty of Ried, it was now impossible to recover. 
The second difficulty was still more serious. How could 
Prussia get back her Polish possessions? Let the reader 
consult the map and note how deep into the heart of the 
old Polish republic Prussia’s acquisitions of New East 
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Prussia and South Prussia had extended. Before the Treaty 
of Tilsit Warsaw itself had been for near ten years a 
Prussian town, 

A secret had gradually come to light, similar to that 
which we remember to have surprised the world after the 
Italian war of 1859, when France claimed Savoy and Nice 
as the reward of her services to Italy. Russia hitherto had 
appeared to wage war without any personal object, and to 
be actuated either by a disinterested desire to liberate 
Europe or else by revenge; for few perceived that her 
advance into Germany in 1813 had saved her from losing 
again all the advantage over Napoleon which she had won 
in 1812. It was now discovered that she did not intend to 
go without a substantial reward. Alexander had a scheme 
curiously characteristic both of the man and of the phase of 
Liberalism which he represented, a scheme in the style of 
the French Revolution when it was verging towards Napo- 
leonism but had not yet quite lost its sincerity. It might 
be ridiculed as simple spoliation varnished over with a pro- 
fession of extraordinary virtue and self-sacrifice, and yet 
the profession was after all not purely hypocritical. He 
called it the restoration of Poland, a solemn atonement for 
the great crime of the Empress Catharine; and yet when it 
was examined it turned out to be a plan for getting pos- 
session of those parts of the Polish territory which Catharine 
had been obliged to leave to her accomplices in the parti- 
tion, as if her crime had consisted not in plundering Poland 
but in allowing others to share in the booty. On the other 
hand the fragments of Poland thus reunited were not to be 
annexed to Russia nor governed by Russians, though the 
Emperor was to take the title of Polish King, and moreover 
Poland was to have a Parliament. This at least was not 
Napoleonic; and when we consider how dangerous it might 
seem to set up a Parliament in Poland, when not only 
Russia but Austria and even Prussia had no Parliament, 
and yet that Alexander, in spite of all opposition, carried 
his plan through, we see that his profession of love for 
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liberty was not merely hollow. But meanwhile, if the 
greater part of New East Prussia and South Prussia were 
wanted for the new kingdom of Poland, it would be neces- 
sary to find indemnities for Prussia elsewhere. 

Thus then arose the question of the Congress. Both 
Alexander and Stein had long before suggested a solution. 
It was to give Saxony to Prussia. In itself this annexation 
would precisely meet the object in view, for Saxony was 
both contiguous to Prussia and it was Protestant. Since 
the first suggestion was made, circumstances had favoured 
the plan so much that the Prussian politicians seem for a 
long time to have made no doubt that it would be adopted. 
At the time when the Treaty of Kalisch was concluded, the 
Saxon Government had still a way of escape. Had Thiele- 
mann played the part of Yorck, and Frederick Augustus 
followed the example of Frederick William, had Saxony 
joined the Coalition, it would have been impossible not to 
forgive the crimes of which that Government had been 
guilty since 1807. But Senfit’s finesse and the King’s super- 
stitious reverence for Napoleon had played into the hands 
of Prussia. Saxony had not only gone with the other 
States of the Rhenish Confederation, but she had been so 
conspicuous above all others in treason against Germany, 
that if an example was to be made and the Rhenish Con- 
federation judicially branded, the Saxon King was beyond 
comparison the fittest victim. With him, too, no engage- 
ments had been made; his territory had been conquered, 
and he himself made prisoner. It seemed as if fortune 
had worked zealously to remove the difficulties out of 
Prussia’s way. 

And at first it was not so much the proposed aggrandise- 
ment of Prussia as that of Russia which aroused jealousy. 
To the Great Powers it seemed as if Alexander aspired to 
succeed to Napoleon’s position, the more so as his proposal 
had that dash of impudent hypocrisy which seemed bor- 
rowed from Napoleon. His scheme of a Parliament found 
no favour even with his own Ministers, and must have 
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seemed to the neighbouring sovereigns like a deliberate 
attempt to begin a new French Revolution in the East 
of Europe. Let us hasten to inquire what Stein’s views 


were. 
On October 6th he laid the following paper before 


Alexander: 


His Imperial Majesty desires 

(x) A frontier in Poland on the side of Austria and Prussia which is 
threatening to those Powers. 

(2) The consent of his allies to a constitution for Poland. 

The frontier from Thorn by Kalisch to Krakau is threatening to Austria and. 
Prussia; moreover, on the side of the latter in East and West Prussia it is a 
line with salient angles so strange and irregular that even in peace it would 
interfere with every administrative measure. 

‘An administration which would constitute all Russian Poland into a 
political whole under the name of a Kingdom, divide it from Russia, and alter 
it into a State united with that Empire, would destroy the internal unity of the 
Government, impede its course, foster among the Russian Poles a desire to 
restore their independence, and in those Poles who will be left to the other 
Powers, a germ of fermentation and tendency to separation. 

Such a condition of things would involve elements of discord between 
despotic Russia and constitutional Poland; the former will have a motive for 
Jealousy in the distinction ; it will be always ready to turn the union into in- 
‘corporation ; the latter will be restless about the maintenance ofits rights, and 
its restlessness will take the lawless and revolutionary stamp of the nation, and 
the union will be followed either by separation or subjugation, which changes 
however will only be brought about through new convalsions. 

‘Accordingly such a state of things is opposed to the general interest of 
Europe, which needs peace, to the magnanimous and benevolent views of the 
Emperor, and to the true sense of the engagements which he has taken to his 
Allies. 

This Prince has but one object in the plan he has adopted, namely , t0 
secure the happiness of the Poles and atone for the political injustice com- 
mitted against them by his ancestors: his motives are pure andaoble,all those 
who have taken part in that violent ace should help to mitigate its pernicious 
consequences; and all that is necessary is to come to an understanding about 
the choice of means, and to avoid the danger, while we strive to return to the 
principles of justice for the benefit of the Poles, of departing fiom them ia 
equally important points of policy and morality. 

Let the Russian Poles receive public institutions which may secure them 
an independent share in the administration, ensure them against oppression 
and wrong measures, foster public spirit and give employment to their activity, 
The establishment of provincial administrations or provincial Estates in the 
Polish provinces will secure to the Poles freedomof the personandof property, 
interest in the intemal administration, a means of developing their moral and 
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intellectual capacities. If they do not at this moment obtain the advantages 
ofa general constitution they must make this sacrifice to the great interests of 
Europe, and to the gratitude they owe to the Allies who have broken the 
chains in which Napoleon held them; they must make this atonement for the 
culpable share they have had in their own misfortunes through three centuries 
of lawlessness and the corruption of their noblesse, which have been the causes 

. of their political death. One of their greatest kings. Stephan Batori, said to 
them as early as the r6th century, “Poles, you owe your preservation not to 
laws, for you know them not, nor to Government, for you respect it not; you 
owe it to nothing but chance!” ‘This chance, of call it this Providence, they 
have wearied out, and so have passed under the yoke. 


This paper gives us a high notion of the independence. 
which Stein preserved in his relations with the Emperor; it 
goes so far as to hint that his favourite plan involves a 
breach of faith, His views were explained further in a 
personal conference which he had with Alexander on Octo- 
ber rgth. Alexander said to him, ‘You wrote to me about 
Poland; what makes you who display such a liberal way of 
thinking on all occasions make proposals of sucha different 
kind on this subject?” Stein’s reply is reported as follows: 
“Sire, 1 considered that the application of the principles 
must depend upon the nature of that to which they are 
applied, and I fear that you will find in this Poland nothing 
but a@ source of annoyance and inconvenience; it wants a 
Third Estate, which in all civilised countries is the guardian 
of the intelligence, morality, and wealth of the people; in 
Poland the Third Estate consists exclusively of an ignorant 
and ungovernable lower noblesse and of Jews; it is just the 
same want of a Third Estate which checks you in your 
constitutional plans for Russia.” |To this Alexander replied, 
“True, and yet things went on very well in the Duchy of 
Warsaw.” “Very imperfectly ,” replied Stein, “and then 
Napoleon kept a tight hold on them and forced them to 
move in a given track.” ‘1 shall know how to hold them in 
check,” said Alexander; “and besides, I have not yet made 
any announcement about the way in which I mean to carry 
out my plan of giving institutions to this people, which has 
done so much to preserve its nationality.” 

2* 
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A conversation in which Alexander plainly betrays how 
much he had been struck by Napoleon’s methods, and how 
he had it in view to imitate them. 

On the whole, then, German affairs did not seem likely 
toreceive a satisfactory settlement at the Congress. Neither 
a satisfactory Federal Constitution nor a satisfactory recon- 
struction of Prussia could be reached except through im- 
mense difficulties. How create an efficient Federation 
when Bavaria had already received an assurance that her 
sovereignty should be preserved intact, and when Metter- 
nich had declared his opinion that no Federation but only 
a system of alliances was wanted? How reconstruct Prussia 
when the Czar would not give back her Polish possessions, 
and yet Saxony could not be annexed without raising the 
most delicate questions, and that in the face of Austria, 
Prussia’s watchful rival, and of France, long accustomed to 
find her advantage in the disunion of Germany? But the 
two difficulties were different in kind. The creation of the 
Constitution was hindered by a dull, passive resistance, 
which took all life and reality out of the project; but the 
claims of Prussia excited bitter animosities which at one 
time threatened to burst out in a new European war. The 
plot of the drama, so to speak, turns on the Prussian claims. 
Accordingly, the general course of the history of the Con- 
gress is as follows. During the month of October and the 
first part of November the two questions are discussed to- 
gether. The German Committee holds its meetings, and 
at the same time diplomatic notes on the subjects of Saxony 
and Poland pass and repass. At this time it is not the 
Prussian but the Russian claims that excite opposition, A 
change takes place after November 6th, when Alexander, 
by a personal appeal to Frederick William, disarms the 
opposition of Prussia, and procures her support. The dis- 
pute now shifts its ground and begins to centre in the 
Prussian claim to Saxony. In this stage it becomes much 
more threatening, and absorbs the attention of the diplo- 
matists to such a degree that the German Committee 
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ceases to hold its sittings. The rest of November, Decem- 
ber, January, and part of February are occupied with the 
Saxon controversy, the agitation reaching its highest point 
in the conclusion on January 3rd of a secret Treaty between 
Austria, England, and France against the Allies of Kalisch, 
but gradually subsiding afterwards and at last disappearing 
in a compromise. Then follows the return of Napoleon, 
who lands in France on March 1st. March and April are 
necessarily occupied chiefly with the revival of the Coali- 
tion and with arrangements for the approaching campaign. 
May brings up again the question of the German Constitu- 
tion, which is settled ina series of conferences occupying 
the last days of the month, in the midst of which Stein 
leaves Vienna. The first half of June sees the winding up 
of the Congress, all its resolutions being collected into a 
Closing Act, which is signed on June gth. 

Of these successive phases the first, that which occupies 
the month of October, is altogether exceptional and ab- 
normal. From the beginning of 1813 up to this time, and 
again from November onwards, the close adhesion of Prussia 
to Russia, and, symbolising it, the firm loyalty of Stein to 
Alexander, subsist as the firm basis of European policy. 
Austria stands throughout on the other side, jealous of this 
alliance and secretly tempting Alexander, not without some 
success, to betray it. England inclines to Austria, but with- 
out decision or clear purpose, and France now joins the 
same side in order to make mischief. But during this single 
month Prussia’s adhesion to Russia is shaken. Alexander’s 
designs upon Poland had just transpired, and his coquetting 
with France at the time of the Treaty of Paris had estranged 
the minds of the Prussian politicians. Stein who, consider- 
ing his combative disposition, has hitherto lived in wonder- 
ful harmony with Alexander, now remonstrates firmly with 
him, and, as Alexander himself complained, “sides with his 
enemies.” A new combination is now formed. Prussia 
joins Austria against Russia, and cherishes a vague hope of 
obtaining her own prize, that is Saxony, not by the help of 
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Russia but from the gratitude of the other Powers as a re- 
ward for resistance to Russia’s encroachments. 

Did Hardenberg and Humboldt give themselves at this 
time a clear account of what they wanted? At any rate they 
can scarcely have had any conception of the opposition 
which awaited their designs upon Saxony. It is true that 
this opposition was as yet in a great degree dormant. Both 
England and Austria at this time acquiesced in their wish, 
but the latter at least with extreme and avowed reluctance. 
Metternich writes on October 22nd: “The Emperor will see 
the annexation with great regret; it is desirable to reserve 
for the present King a nucleus on the Bohemian frontier; 
but if the complete annexation is necessary to the restora- 
tion of Prussia, Austria will only consent if at the same time 
the other German territorial questions are settled to her 
wish, and with reservation for future arrangement of certain 
points respecting the frontier, the fortification of certain 
places, trade, and the navigation of the Elbe.” The an- 
nexation then was only admissible if it was absolutely 
necessary. But what should make it necessary? Solely the 
determination of the Czar not to restore to Prussia her Polish 
possessions. How then could the Prussian diplomatists sup- 
pose that it would be still open to them to acquire Saxony 
if by coalescing with the other Powers they induced Russia 
to abandon her claims upon Poland? No doubt by such 
co-operation they would acquire a claim to the gratitude of 
their new Allies. By abandoning Russia at so critical a 
moment they would, if they forced her to yield, render the 
greatest possible service to Europe. But then they would 
by the same act destroy the ground of their claim upon 
Saxony. It is easy to imagine the malicious pleasure with 
which Metternich would have thanked Prussia for saving 
Europe from two embarrassments at once, that of being 
forced to acquiesce in the establishment of a new state, at 
once Russian and Parliamentary, upon their frontier, and 
that of acquiescing in the painful precedent of the deposi- 
tion of a legitimate German prince. Prussia would have 
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gone away indemnified in Poland, and not in Saxony or on 
the Rhine; in other words, she would have been restored to 
a state of weakness like that she had known before 1806, 
like that Austria was now to know; she would have ceased 
in a great measure to be German. Suppose on the other 
hand that Russia should resist the dictation of Europe, In 
this case the dispute would be settled either peaceably or 
by war, but one result was certain, namely, that Prussia 
would earn the bitter enmity of Russia. And yet if she lost 
the friendship of Russia what other Power would help her 
in her schemes? Would Austria, her old rival now more 
jealous than ever? Or England, then partly Austrian, partly 
Hannoverian in her sympathies? Or France, her bitterest 
and now her vanquished enemy? Prussia would be exposed. 
without a shield to the hostile conspiracy of Austria and the 
Small States. 

During this first phase Stein does not appear to have 
been very active. He agrees, as we have seen, with the 
Prussian Ministers in disapproving the Czar’s plan, and he 
seems to have stopped there. Alexander was not now by 
any means the same fickle person he had been before his 
trials began. The terrible year 1812, his study of Napo- 
leon’s character, the influence of Stein, and his great suc- 
cesses had given him self-reliance and persistency. He 
persevered in his Polish plan in spite of the opposition, not 
only of Europe, but, as it appears, of all his own advisers. 
Stein’s suggestion, characteristic enough, that Poland* 
should receive local institutions instead of a Parliament, in 
other words, should begin its developement in the same way 
as Prussia had done under his guidance, was disregarded, 
and there is no evidence that Stein, any more than Harden- 
berg, ‘saw the extreme danger for Prussia of a breach with 
Alexander, whose friendship up to a certain point might be 
counted on, and a coalition with her rival Austria and her 


* That Stein had considered Polish affairs attentively appears from his 
Memoir written at Nassau in June, 1807. See above, Vol. 1. p. 238. 
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enemy France. He seems, in fact, to have approved of the 
course taken by the Prussian Ministers; at least this seems 
to be the sense of a remark which he made in a letter to 
Hardenberg, dated October 26th: 


Prussia must abide firmly by the principles of the maintenance of the 
European balance, that is her true interest ; she has saved herself by returning 
to that principle, as she ruined herself by deserting it, and she has been 
favoured in her restoration only with the object of supplying her with sufficient 
power to maintain the European system. 


In other words, Prussia claims Saxony on the ground 
that she must be made stronger in order that she may pro= 
tect Central Europe from encroachment; she will stultify 
herself if she purchases this acquisition by allowing a Russian 
encroachment upon CentralEurope. The argument is logical 
enough, and shows plainly how much injustice is done to 
Stein when he is accused of sacrificing German interests to 
Russian, But did Stein suppose that he could induce Europe 
to give Saxony to Prussia, and at the same time to restore 
to her.a great part of her Polish possessions, by the naked 
abstract cogency of the argument that she required all this 
inerease of power in order to perform her function of guar- 
dian of Germany? Both with Austria and France that argu- 
ment had not merely no cogency, but a negative cogency; 
it was a reason why Prussia should not be so aggrandised. 
Moreover Stein is scarcely correct in his statement that 
Prussia had been saved by returning to the principle of the 
Balance of Power. She had rather been saved, as we noted 
in considering the circumstances of the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Kalisch, by clinging to the Russian alliance with 
a certain recklessness, and of such recklessness Stein had 
set the most conspicuous example. 

In the same letter to Hardenberg Stein made an im- 
portant contribution to the discussion. Lord Castlereagh 
had hitherto taken upon himself the chief burden of the 
controversy, and he now urged that Austria and Prussia 
should agree upon the minimum which would satisfy them, 
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and then if Alexander refused to accept their proposal refer 
the matter to the decision of the Congress, apparently con- 
ceiving the Congress as a sort of law-court, or sovereign 
Assembly, which decided by vote with irresistible power. 
To this suggestion Stein replies simply and conclusively: 


Tt would be of no effect to refer the matter to the Congress, since the Em- 
Peror would certainly not submit to the decision of the Congress, and the inter- 
vention of France would lead to new complications, while that of the other 
Powers would have no influence whatever. 


It seems likely that the Prussian politicians were blinded 
as to their true position by what was passing about the 
same time in Saxony. Stein had proposed to Alexander on 
September 2gth that the administration of Saxony should 
pass out of the Russian hands of Prince Repnin into those 
of Prussian officials. Alexander consented, and at a con- 
ference between Stein, Nesselrode, Hardenberg and Hum- 
boldt, the Russian consent was formally given on condition 
that Saxony should remain undivided, that its former Con- 
stitution should continue in force provisionally, and that it 
should afterwards enjoy all the privileges, rights and ad- 
vantages which the Cerman Constitution might confer upon 
the Prussian territories. Metternich gave his consent to the 
change, though not without a declaration of his master’s 
dislike to it, and Lord Castlereagh signified the approval of 
England on the condition that Russia should derive no ad- 
vantage from it in respect to Poland. Stein then proposed 
that the King’s brother, Prince Wilhelm, should be sent to 
Dresden as Governor of the new Prussian province, but to 
this the King refused his permission, Stein, who had nomi- 
nated Prince Repnin, had now the task of notifying to him 
the termination of his functions. This he did on October 
21st. The reason he gives for the change is, ‘That the 
minds of the inhabitants may be set at rest with respect to 
their future destiny, and that restraint may be put upon 
agitations and agitators, intriguers and intrigues.” He 
writes in the rame of the Czar, but refers especially to the 
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consent given by Austria and England. On November 8th 
Prince Repnin announced to the Saxons the receipt of this 
communication from Stein and handed over the administra- 
tion of the country to Prussia. As throughout these pro- 
ceedings no attempt was made to disguise the object Prussia 
had in view, as no opposition was raised in the name of any 
Power, we can understand how the Prussian Ministers may 
have supposed that their claim to Saxony was admitted on 
all hands, and that, whatever course they might take in the 
Polish affair, there was no risk of its being called in question 
again, Nevertheless the furious outbreak of German feel- 
ing which we shall soon have occasion to record shows how 
ill-grounded their confidence was. 

The knot was at last cut by the intervention of the King. 
Frederick William and Alexander had an interview on No- 
vember 6th, which resulted in Hardenberg being summoned 
and receiving the King’s commands to withdraw his oppo- 
sition to the Russian policy. It has always been understood 
that Alexander gained this point by a pathetic appeal to 
the King’s feelings, by reminding him of their old friend- 
ship, of the services he had done to the King, by speaking 
of the painfulness of being thwarted in a favourite scheme 
by his dearest friend. An attempt has lately been made to 
discredit this, and to represent Frederick William as simply 
actuated by sound policy, as seeing further than all his 
Ministers, and as descending like a deus ex machina to cut 
the dangerous entanglement they had woven*. It is true 
that Talleyrand is the principal authority for the story, and 
that his veracity and general character are not beyond 
question. Bernhardi however attests that he had heard 
precisely the same account in the circle of Hardenberg. 
‘We might resist this evidence if the story were intrinsically 
improbable, but surely it is the very contrary. Whether the 
King’s act was right and justifiable is another question. I 


* “Preussen auf dem Wiener Congresse”; article by H. v. Treitschke in 
the Preussische Jahrbiicher, Vol. xxxvit. 
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confess I think it was; but was it spontaneous? We may 
even think it possible that the King saw further than his 
Ministers, and yet doubt whether, even if it were so, he 
would have had energy enough to act upon a mere personal 
conviction. For if those are right who give him credit for 
clear penetration, then we cannot help imputing to him an 
extreme and morbid self-distrust. We have often found 
him acting rightly, but scarcely ever without an impulse 
from without. The appeal supposed to have been made by 
Alexander, even if it rested on no evidence, would com- 
mend itself as a good hypothesis. We may say that in the 
circumstances Alexander certainly would make such an 
appeal; we may say also, that if it were made by Alexander, 
Frederick William with his old habit of deference to 
Alexander would yield to it. And that he suspected the 
course he was asked to take to be really the right one would 
make it all the more probable that he would take it when 
asked, though scarcely more probable that he would take it 
spontaneously. i 

This renewal of the old understanding between the two 
Northern Powers was the commencement of a new struggle 
much more important and interesting as well as more in- 
tense. Meanwhile the discussion of the German Constitu- 
tion had also passed through its first phase. The German 
Committee met thirteen times between October 14th and 
November 16th, after which the alarm caused by the Saxon 
quarrel caused it to suspend its action. The result of so 
much discussion was indeed not to remove difficulties, but 
on the contrary to bring difficulties to light and to exhibit 
the impossibility of creating a satisfactory German Federa- 
tion. It brought clearly to light three distinct parties—the 
Prussian, the Austrian, and that of the Smaller States, and 
showed the last of these to be openly opposed to Federa- 
tion, as necessarily limiting their own sovereignty; and the 
second, Austria, to be, as Metternich had avowed from the 
beginning, disposed to reduce the Federal Union to a mini- 
mum, that is, to a system of alliances among the German 
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Powers such as might afford some tolerable safeguard 
against the designs of France. Prussia alone was seriously 
in favour of Federation, and therefore it was evident from 
the beginning of the discussion that little better than a 
nominal Federation would be called into existence. Espe- 
cially was this certain, because Prussia herself could not 
dream of abandoning in favour of any Federation her own 
independent sovereignty and greatness. And in favour of 
amerely nominal Federation there worked in Germany all 
the force of Conservative feeling, for just such a nominal 
Federation had the old Empire been since the Treaty of 
Westphalia. The hopeless difficulty of the undertaking did 
not escape the notice of the politicians engaged in it. Thus 
writes Minster to Stein, October rgth: 


Ishould have been glad to leave to others the affairs of the Congress of 
Vienna, because I foresee that what is possible will be criticised as inadequate 
and that no notice will be taken of the difficulties overcome. Are we to empty 
out the child with the bath, and do nothing at all, because Prussia, Austria, 
Bavaria, and Wiirtemberg will not go so far as your Excellency wishes? I 
cannot think so, I shall be glad to see even the beginning of a representative 
system placed on a legal foundation. German history will not end with the 
Congress of Vienna, Leave it to the future to develope what we begin. Our 
nation is still too little accustomed to parliamentary discussion, and has too 
little insight into affairs of politics and government. ‘The love of notoriety will 
call out demagogues, and instead of freedom we shall produce strife and dif- 
ficulties if we go too far. 


Stein’s answer, October zoth, has the following passage: 


_I frankly confess to your Excellency that I have no confidence in the 
the German Committee), none in the shallow and frivolous 
in the Chancellor, who likes patching better than thorough 
remedies and without acknowledging it to himself is a despotic bureaucrat, 
none in the other two for evident reasons. Your Excellency does not know 
Germany owing to your long absence from it: hence it was that in 1812, 1813 
you had go little confidence in the energy of the Germans, and hence it is now 
that you believe in demagogues and democrats, 


As a basis for the deliberations of the Committee Twelve 
Articles had been drawn up which had been agreed upon 
between Mettemich and Hardenberg, after Metternich had 
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considered a plan of Constitution in 41 Articles which had 
been sketched in the summer by Hardenberg with Stein’s 
assistance. The original scheme is before us. Its curious 
complexity is to be explained partly by the intrinsic diffi- 
culty of the problem, partly by the influence of the con- 
fused traditions of the old Empire. It designs a German 
Confederation from which the bulk of the Austrian and 
Prussian territories is to be excluded, so that in fact Austria 
and Prussia would have little more connexion with it than 
England had through Hannover with the old Empire. 
Austria only: enters the Confederation for Salzburg, Tirol, 
Berchtesgaden, Vorarlberg, and what territory she may 
retain on the Upper Rhine; Prussia only for her territories 
west of the Elbe. Six fundamental liberties are to be 
guaranteed to all members of this Federation: (1) freedom 
of movement from one Federal State to another ;(2) security 
from remaining under arrest beyond a certain time without 
trial; (3) security of property (copyright included); (4) right 
of appeal to regular law-courts, and in special cases to the 
Federation; (5) freedom of the Press under conditions to be 
determined ; (6) right of entrance into all German academical 
institutions. Circles like those of the old Empire were to 
be created, each having its own governor, who was to be 
the most considerable prince who possessed territory within 
the Circle; and at Frankfurt, the federal city, the Parlia- 
ment or Diet was to meet, which, as in the Empire, was to 
consist of three Chambers. The first Chamber was to be 
the Directory, consisting of the Emperor of Austria and the 
King of Prussia, the former presiding, the latter directing; 
the second Chamber was to consist of governors of Circles, 
Austria and Prussia having therefore votes here also; the 
third was to be the Chamber of Princes and Estates. I may 
spare the reader more details, the rather as the scheme was 
effectually transformed when it came into the hands of Met- 
ternich. The most important features of it are the exclu- 
sion of the principal territories both of Prussia and Austria, 
and the equal union of Prussia and Austria in the direction. 
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The reason given by Hardenberg for the former provision. 
was that the parts of those great Monarchies which entered 
the Federation would, if they were small, “more readily sub- 
mit to the federal laws, and so the tie become firmer.’”’ He 
added that “Austria and Prussia as Great Powers must at 
the same time conclude an indissoluble alliance with the 
Federation and guarantee its Constitution.” The funda- 
mental difficulty is here touched on. Austria and Prussia 
could not part with their sovereignty, and yet if they did 
not no other member of the Confederation could be called 
upon to do so, and the Confederation became at once 
purely nominal. The solution is found by Hardenberg in 
putting Austria and Prussia mainly outside the Confedera- 
tion, so that they should part with their unrestricted so- 
vereignty only in a small part of their dominions, and at the 
same time compensating them for this concession by giving 
them the control of the affairs of the Confederation. The 
expedient seems a desperate one, and yet the adoption of 
it shows a serious wish to grapple with the difficulties of 
the problem. That Metternich had no such wish he showed. 
at once by rejecting it. He would have Austria and Prussia 
enter the Confederation with all their German territories. 
At the same time he put aside the separate Directorial 
Chamber, and gave Austria the Direction, which however 
was to be purely formal, in both the remaining Chambers. 

Thus Austria showed at the outset that she wanted only 
a nominal and not a real Confederation. At the same time 
no one will recognize Stein’s customary clearness of concep- 
tion in the scheme to which he gave his sanction. The fact 
is that the chaos of the old Empire had in a manner crazed. 
the best German intellects on the subject of Federation. 
‘Thus we observe that that incredible suggestion, which is 
Stein’s own, that Austria should preside and Prussia direct, 
was borrowed from the relation of the Roman Emperor to 
Kurmainz, who had been the working head of the old Em- 
pire, and it was forgotten that the new system was intended 
to be efficient, while the old one had led to a dead lock. 
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It was just at this moment that the number of Kings in 
Germany was further increased. As there were so many 
Kings by the grace of Napoleon, there was now, as times 
had changed, to be a King by the grace of England. Count 
Minster claimed on October 12th, by a Circular to the Al- 
lied Powers, the title of King of Hannover for George III., 
and naturally the claim met with no opposition. ‘A great 
title for a small and poor country!” was Stein’s remark. 

The Twelve Articles were brought forward in the name 
of Austria and Prussia at the second meeting of the Com- 
mittee on October 16th. Even after Metternich’s modifica- 
tions there remained a touch of definiteness about some of 
them. Article X. deprived the members of the right of 
making war with each other. Article XI. declared a mini- 
mum. of Rights of Estates necessary in every Federal State; 
and Article XII. declared that certain rights, not so many 
as those enumerated in the Stein-Hardenberg plan, must be 
enjoyed by all Germans alike. Accordingly the third party 
now entered the lists. On October 20th, at the third meet- 
ing of the Committee, Bavaria and Wirtemberg declared 
against all restrictions of sovereignty. In the name of the 
King of Bavaria it was declared that his rights were inde- 
feasible and that he would not renounce the exercise of any 
one of them. Wiirtemberg protested against the mention 
of any rights of subjects. This party was not afraid to hint 
that the Small States still considered France to be their na- 
tural ally ; and on the other hand there showed itself on the 
side of Austria an inclination to place itself by the side of 
France at the head of the sometime Rhenish Confederation. 
Gentz explained to the Crown Prince of Wiirtemberg that 
as Russia would always guide the policy of Prussia and 
North Germany, a union of the South with Austria and 
France was necessary to preserve the balance. 

Meanwhile the new English-German Monarchy took up 
a position of its own. Count Minster delivered at the 
sitting of October 22nd a written statement of the opinion of ' 
the Prince Regent with respect to the rights of subjects, in 
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which he made Hannover the representative of the Eng- 
lish principle of individual liberty. 

“His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Great Britain 
and Hannover cannot admit the principle that even after the 
alterations which have taken place in Germany the Princes 
have acquired unreserved or purely despotic rights over 
their subjects.” This is argued on the ground, first, that the 
fall of the imperial constitution of Germany does not carry 
with it that of the territorial constitution of the German 
States, in most of which a representative system and in all 
certain individual rights had always been recognized; se- 
condly, that the treaties concluded between the German 
Princes and Bonaparte could not legally alienate any rights 
of their subjects; thirdly, that this was not done by the trea- 
ties since concluded with the Allies which guaranteed the 
sovereign rights of the Princes joining the Coalition, since 
sovereign rights are not synonymous with despotism. This 
last doctrine is then supported by an argument which marks 
the position which Hannover designed to assume in Ger- 
many. ‘The King of Great Britain is undeniably as sover- 
eign as any other Prince in Europe, and the liberties of his 
people sustain instead of undermining his throne.” 

In this condition of parties Stein, as usual, had recourse 
to the Emperor Alexander. He stated the case (Nov. 4th) 
as follows: 


‘The unhappy occurrences which led to the fall of the German Empire in 
1806 are well known; they placed Germany in Napoleon's power and founded 
a practical despotism which still continues in full violence, though it is opposed 
even to the provision of the Act of the Confederation of the Rhine. That 
guaranteed to the Princes an overlordship which was limited by the rights of 
the Protector and those conceded to the mediatised, and it did not abolish any 
of the local institutions, such as Estates, &c., which ensured the liberty and 
property of the inhabitants. But the Princes were zealous in their obedience 
to the Protector and hastened to throw down the barriers, which he had set or 
Jefe in the way of their glory, and so has grown up the cnormous compound of 
rights, abuses and usurpations which their Cabinets call sovereignty. 


He then refers to the Proclamation of Kalisch, to the- 
Treaties of Adhesion, to those of Chaumont and Paris, in 
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which it had been agreed that Germany should form a 
Federal State; narrates the forming of the German Com- 
mittee, the proposals made in the Twelve Articles, and the 
system since adopted by Bavaria and Wirtemberg, “a 
-system of ambition with respect to the Princes and Free 
Towns, of isolation with respect to the Federation, and of 
despotism towards their own subjects.” He declares it 
to be 


important to Europe that there should not exist a crowd of small Courts, whose 
restless, quarrelsome, and necessarily faithless policy creates an entanglement 
of intrigues and tricks which must influence more or less the greater courts; it 
accords with the just and liberal (2 word Alexander liked to hear) principles 
of the Allied Powers that Germany should enjoy political and civil freedom, 
that limits should be set to the sovereignty of the Princes, that the crying 
abuses of power should cease, that an ancient noblesse distinguished by its 
military achievements, its influence in council, its eminent position in the 
church, should aot be abandoned to the caprices of despois who are accom: 
panied by jacobinical and envious agents; lastly, that the rights of all should 
be confirmed and protected, and Germany cease to be a vast abode of op- 
pressors and oppressed. 


This passage shows how the excitement of the War of 
Liberation, during which Stein had often been called a Ja- 
cobin, had not really changed his way of thinking. In his 
mind now as ever a Jacobin means a friend of tyranny, ex- 
ceptionally unscrupulous and sordid. 

He concludes that the Allied Sovereigns must speak 
their mind, and he recommends a confidential note. 

The Emperor listened favourably to his representation, 
but Nesselrode, who had fallen under Metternich’s influence, 
opposed it, being assured by his Austrian friends that Ger- 
man affairs were going on very well. Alexander required 
Stein to modify his first draught of the note, which he pro- 
nounced. too long and too bitter; Stein complied, and the 
amended copy was signed by Nesselrode and delivered to 
Metternich and Hardenberg on November 11th. It had the 
effect of encouraging Humboldt, Minster, and even Metter- 
nich to declare strongly against Bavaria and Wirtemberg 
at the sitting of the German Committee, which took place 
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on the next day. Party feeling began to run high; it was at 
once heightened and directed personally towards Stein by a 
fierce article which appeared at the end of October in the 
Rhine Mercury. Even the Crown Prince of Bavaria, whom 
we have lately seen in friendly intercourse with Stein, ap- 
pears now bitterly offended with him. At a dinner-table 
Stein heard him roaring, as he had roared a few months 
before in the garden of Frankfurt: “Yes, there is a deal of 
mad nonsense written now; by that fellow Gérres and others 
‘whom Stein protects.” Stein had to run up and beg his 
Royal Highness not to forget himself and tell him it was not 
proper to speak people’s names so loudly in a great com- 
pany. Another time at Count Stackelberg’s a German 
Prince quoted with exultation to Stein’s face an article 
against him, in which he was spoken of as one who had 
once been powerful. According to Varnhagen Stein shook 
his fist in his assailant’s face, saying, “Cette insolence d’un 
gazéttier je la méprise; mais gare 4 qui osera la répéter.” 

But these discussions were only important so far as they 
gave distinctness to the different tendencies. Nothing was 
accomplished at this time. On November 16th the represen- 
tative of Wurtemberg delivered a note, in which his master 
declined to take any further part in the deliberations, add- 
ing that he would renounce no right except for an equi- 
valent. An answer was made to this note in the name of 
Austria and Prussia, in which it was firmly asserted that it 
did not lie in the option of the Princes to enter the Federa- 
tion or not. Wirtemberg rejoined on November 24th. But 
at this point the German controversy was for the present 
suspended. The German Committee met no more, and all 
minds began to be absorbed in watching the progress of 
the Saxon question, which seemed likely before long to lead 
to a new European war. 
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CHAPTER Il. 
THE SAXON QUESTION, 


The restoration of the understanding between Prussia 
and Russia, which was the consequence of the personal 
interview of November 6th, led to a complete change in the 
aspect of the Congress, and opened a new controversy far 
more bitter, and affecting Germany far more nearly than 
that which it closed. The ascendancy of Russia was no 
doubt to be dreaded by Germany, but the danger was not 
very imminent, nor again was it new. The notion of a 
Parliament at Warsaw created alarm, but a somewhat in- 
definite alarm, and the consoling thought occurred at times 
that the bad effects of it would fall chiefly upon Russia her- 
self. Anyhow, after Russia had recovered the support of 
Prussia, it seemed useless to continue the controversy, and 
necessary to submit to what was unavoidable. Up to this 
time, as we have seen, the claim of Prussia to Saxony had 
been generally allowed, so much so that the administration 
of the country had been suffered to pass into Prussian 
hands. But this was only because the encroachments of 
Russia diverted attention, or possibly, in the case of Austria 
at least, it was a stratagem, and the object of it was simply 
to put discord between Prussia and Russia, and so over- 
come each in succession. As soon as this design was 
frustrated, and the opposition to Russia disarmed, the 
Saxon question began to wear a different aspect, and it was 
soon evident how much more important than the Polish 
question it really appeared to the German politicians, and 
how much stronger were the feelings it excited among them. 
And the more it divided German politicians, the more it 
gave Talleyrand the opportunity for which he had been 
watching. It enabled him to dissolve again the momentary 
union which Napoleon’s tyramny had created among the 
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German States; it enabled him for a moment to revive the 
Rhenish Confederation for the benefit of the Bourbons, 
and to make France the soul of a new combination almost 
more formidable than that which had supported Napoleon 
himself. 

The change of front was quickly executed. The opposi- 
tion to Russia became in a moment an opposition to Prussia, 
and the more naturally through the offence which Prussia 
had given by passing over to Russia’s side. The word was 
passed that Prussia was a traitor to the cause of Europe, 
and this plausible phrase disguised the ancient jealousy of 
Austria, the mingled fear and spite of the Princes of the 
Rhenish Confederation, who felt themselves condemned 
and punished in the forfeiture of the King of Saxony, and 
the revenge and ambition of France. The contest which 
began was not like that which had just ended, a mere 
international dispute. It was a violent political controversy, 
stirring the German mind deeply, and waged not merely in 
diplomatic notes but in newspaper articles and pamphlets, 
Seldom indeed did Germany in that time of her political 
nonage witness such an eager political debate. The con- 
troversy spread into other countries, where its merits were 
very imperfectly understood, and our own Parliament con- 
tributed to it many violent speeches. There are in fact 
few more instructive incidents in the earlier history of 
Liberalism proper, that is, Continental Liberalism, than this 
controversy. 

A kind of confusion had been produced in the public 
mind by the Restoration which had just taken place in 
France. That Restoration, whether in itself wise or unwise, 
necessary or unnecessary, had had the effect of putting the 
occurrences which had preceded it ina false light. Napo- 
leon had not really been overthrown by Europe as a re- 
yolutionary or illegitimate sovereign. He had been most 
properly deposed for aggression and conquest and as an 
incorrigible disturber of the general peace, but his title was 
so little disputed that those who took up arms against him 
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only arrived very gradually, and after he had rejected the 
most liberal propositions of peace, at the design of dethron- 
ing him. Had he represented the oldest dynasty in Europe, 
the reasons for compelling him to abdicate would have 
been just as valid. But when he had fallen, the fact that he 
had no hereditary title became important. The throne did 
not, as it might otherwise have done, descend to his son as 
a matter of course, and it was ultimately decided to recall 
the representative of the older line. Louis XVIII. was then 
chosen, on a vacancy of the throne, as the best of several 
candidates; he was not restored as the only legitimate 
claimant. Had it been possible to expel Napoleon and 
maintain his dynasty, the true nature of what had happened 
would have been more easily perceived, and many miscon- 
ceptions avoided. As it was, an irresistible impression was 
diffused, that the new Monarchy, which had sprung out of 
the French Revolution, was a kind of detected imposture, 
which had been proved to have no solid foundation, when 
the truth was that it was only too real and solid and had 
fallen only through its prodigious excess of vigour. And 
for this false interpretation of Napoleon’s fall it was plainly 
the interest of the reinstated Bourbons to procure currency 
and credit. 

In the winter of 1814 there was naturally in all minds an 
absorbing conviction that a system, of which Napoleon was 
the representative, had failed. They were sure that the 
lawless violence of the last ten years, the arbitrary over- 
throw and creation of states, the perpetual rearrangement 
of frontiers, the capricious assignment of passive popula- 
tions now to this sovereign, now to that; they were sure 
that all this constituted a bad system, of which the world 
was tired. The bad system was that of Napoleon; then 
what was the good onef As a matter of course the good 
one seemed that which had taken its place, that of the 
Restoration, the system now called by the name invented 
by Talleyrand, Legitimism. And yet it was only by a sort 
of accident that Legitimism had come to be considered as 
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the opposite of Napoleonism. The legitimate dynasty had 
been scarcely less guilty of the crime for which Napoleon 
was deposed than Napoleon himself. Louis XIV.’s aggres- 
sions had been similar to his and had provoked a similar 
though a less severe punishment. 


The question of Prussia’s claim to Saxony presented 
itself at the very moment when everything that even looked 
like Napoleonism was in extreme discredit, and the mere 
shadow of Legitimism was regarded with respect. The 
rough-and-ready verdict naturally was, A country to be 
annexed! that is Napoleonic. A King to be deposed! that 
is contrary to Legitimism. Public opinion has changed 
again many times since that moment of exaggerated reac- 
tion. Many annexations have taken place since, and some 
have been regarded with satisfaction; many sovereigns 
have been deposed, and some in the common opinion 
deservedly. 

Napoleon has had his vindicators, who have represented 
the changes he made as beneficial to the world. If they 
have not gained their cause, at least they have shown that 
a beneficent Napoleon is conceivable, and that in certain 
circumstances great redistributions of territory, even if ac- 
complished by violence, may be useful. Was the proposed 
annexation of Saxony a change of this kind? If so, we 
shall not now condemn it simply because it was Napoleonic. 

We have seen by what arguments Stein supported 
Prussia’s claim. It had been proved by experience in 1795 
that Prussia was not strong or rich enough to protect 
Germany, and it was proved by later occurrences that 
France was disposed to take advantage of her defenceless 
condition. It followed, and all the more because there was 
so little prospect of organising an efficient Federation, that 
Prussia must receive an accession of territory. It is true 
that this plea was Napoleonic in so far as it was a plausible 
argument for annexing territory. But the objection to 
Napoleon’s pleas had been not that they were plausible, but 
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that they weré merely plausible, that they would not bear 
examination. Did Prussia’s plea resemble them in this? 
Sound arguments always resemble plausible sophistries, 
for the simple reason that plausible sophistries are imita~ 
tions of sound arguments. It was at least a presumption in 
favour of this plea that it was urged by a man like Stein, 
who was devoted to the cause of Germany and not to that 
of Prussia. 

But it was alleged that even granting that Germany and 
Europe in general might be gainers by the strengthening of 
Prussia, the annexation was morally indefensible. And it 
was the misfortune of Prussia that this was urged by Con- 
servatives and Liberals alike, by the one party in the name 
of the rights of Kings, by the other in the name of the 
rights of nations. To the Conservatives (I antedate for 
convenience the party name) the title of the King of Saxony 
was like that by which a man holds his estate; to deprive 
him of his kingdom was an act of simple robbery, even 
though it should be necessary for the safety of all Germans 
and the peace of all Europe. When it was urged that he 
had incurred forfeiture by the greatest crime that a man 
can well commit, by allying himself with the enemy of the 
German name to enslave his countrymen, this party would 
refuse to recognize the existence of a German nationality, 
and would assert the right of the King of Saxony to make 
what alliances he pleased. And they were supported in 
this view by the vogue which Legitimism enjoyed at the 
moment, and by the discredit which the Restoration in 
France had brought upon the Revolution as well as upon 
Napoleon, and in the Revolution, upon that distinction 
which the Revolution had established between Govern- 
ments and peoples. Meanwhile Liberals were as much 
shocked as Conservatives by the proposed annexation. It 
reminded them vaguely of the Partition of Poland. Prince 
Repnin, the amiable Russian nominated by Stein, was in 
their eyes as the Orzloffs and Potemkins of Catharine, and 
they pictured the Saxons as a “nation,” which was to be 
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assigned away without regard to its own wish, as though it 
were a herd of cattle. 

Stein, the advocate of this annexation, assuredly felt as 
strongly as any man of that age upon the rights of nations. 
He had had special occasion to notice the weakness of a 
state which is not also a nation. But he would not have 
acknowledged that the Saxons constituted a nation. In his 
mind the so-called Saxons were simply Germans, and in an- 
nexing Saxony to Prussia he thought he contributed in the 
best way towards the restoration of a nation which for a 
long time had been mutilated. He would have admitted 
speculatively that it would have been better if force could 
have been dispensed with, but probably he would have 
alleged that a population long kept, as the Saxons had been, 
ina state of political nonage could not properly be said to 
have a rational power of choosing their rulers. 

This Pangermanism of Stein is nevertheless not closely 
similar to the Panslavism of the present day, It was not 
purely because the Saxons were ethnologically German that 
he wished to annex them, but also because Germany had 
once formed a political whole which had been gradually dis- 
solved by adverse circumstances. He bore in mind also that 
the Saxons and Prussians were united in religion. But it was 
hard indeed for him to explain his view to foreigners, of 
whom some did not understand what he meant by a nation, 
and those who did could not realise to themselves a German. 
nation. 

An eager political controversy does not live upon ab- 
stract reasonings or casuistical subtleties alone; it requires 
a mixture of difference of opinion with conflict of interests. 
The case against Prussia, we have seen, was very plausible; 
so much so that in England, where men were at least not 
prevented by interest from judging impartially, the prevail- 
ing impression on both sides of politics was that a ruthless 
crime was meditated. But on the Continent the controversy 
was sharpened by the great interests and rivalries involved. 
The old incurable discord which lay at the heart of German 
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affairs was revived in this dispute, the discord which began 
with Frederick's invasion of Silesia, and which in the age 
just passed had delivered Germany over as a prey to Revo- 
lutionary France. To Metternich the claim upon Saxony 
now made by Prussia was what the claim to Silesia had been 
to Maria Theresa, what the Prussian acquisitions in the Se- 
cond Partition of Poland had been to Thugut. It excited a 
bitter jealousy mixed with terror, the more so as the terri- 
tory in question lay upon the Austrian frontier. Instinctively 
Austria looked about for help, and a most serviceable ally 
presented itself. The Rhenish Confederation still existed 
in reality, though formally dissolved. Ever since Austria 
had joined the Coalition she had been bidding for its favour. 
By the Treaties of Ried and Fulda she had laid the founda- 
tion of what may be regarded as a new League of Princes 
directed by Austria against Prussia, as the former League 
had been armed by Prussia against Austria, The Saxon 
question was precisely calculated to give life to this new 
combination, for it was a question on which the Rhenish 
Confederation felt almost more keenly than Austria herself. 
In the King of Saxony the Rhenish Confederation itself 
would be condemned, so that the honour of each member 
of it seemed concerned to save him, and this natural sensi- 
tiveness was heightened by the jealousy with which such 
Princes as the Kings of Wirtemberg and Bavaria regarded 
their sometime equal, but now superior, the King of 
Prussia. 

But the keen interest which the Rhenish Confederation 
took in the question roused another Power. That body had 
been called into existence to serve the purposes of France, 
and France could not see with indifference Austria mono- 
polising the advantage to be derived from its support. Na- 
poleon’s German policy had not passed away with him. The 
restored Bourbons had inherited from him a minister who 
understood it almost as well as himself, It could not pos- 
sibly escape Talleyrand what an incomparable opportunity 
now offered for reviving the old divisions of Germany for 
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the advantage of France. Upon this simple observation he 
founded a most comprehensive plan, and called into exist- 
ence, as if by the waving of a wand, a new political com- 
bination of vast extent. The word Legitimism dropped at 
the right moment gathered into one great European party 
the Austrians, the Rhenish Princes, the party of the French 
Restoration, and the English Tories, and arrayed them, as 
defenders of the indefeasible right of the King of Saxony, in 
opposition to the Liberal Alexander, to Stein and to the 
Prussian leaders of the War of Liberation. 

At the same time there began in Germany a paper war 
which is memorable in the history of German opinion, and 
forms a sort of commencement of the new German period. 
Professor Sartorius of Géttingen asked, under the signature 
of a Prussian Papist, whether the spoliation of Silesia, of 
West Prussia and of Hannover was to be repeated, and 
whether Prussia meant to take Suum cuique rapit as her 
motto, In Bavaria Aretin compared Prussia to the frog 
which puffs itself out to the size of an ox, and maintained 
that Europe would never find rest in a secure balance until 
Prussia should give up the pretension of being a Great 
Power. Collections of spurious letters were published, by 
which it was intended to fasten the imputation of revolu- 
tionary designs upon the leading Prussian politicians and 
officers. On the other hand Gorres in the Rhine Mercury 
combated French influence, though without decisively 
pledging his paper to the Prussian side. Of Stein’s friends 
Arndt and Eichhorn distinguished themselves in the defence 
of Prussia; J. G. Hofmann, the statistician, pointed out that 
Prussia had already outlived one such outcry, and had risen 
in the past year higher than ever from the universal unpo- 
pularity into which she had fallen: Niebuhr in his pamphlet 
entitled Prussia’s Right against the Saxon Court carried on the 
work which Fichte had begun at the time of Stein’s Ministry, 
asserted the right of the nation to be higher than that of the 
states into which a nation may be divided, betrayal of the 
nation’s cause to be a punishable felony, even though no 
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written law be violated, and states which are too small to 
protect themselves to be no true states. 

Among the diplomatists at the Congress the storm was 
brewing through the latter half of November and the first 
days of the following month. It may be said to have burst 
forth openly with the Austrian Declaration of December roth, 
and to have acquired new violence with the French Decla- 
ration of the r9th. At the end of the year it was at its 
height. War was openly spoken of as at hand and armies 
began to move. The Treaty concluded between England, 
France and Austria on January 3rd, 1815, was indeed secret, 
and only came to light when Napoleon found it on his return 
to the Tuileries, and published it in order to sow discord in 
the Coalition. The only public step taken by the new party 
was to demand the admission of France into that Committee 
of the Great Powers which W. v. Humboldt calls the real 
Congress, and from which France had been excluded by the 
express terms of the Treaty of Paris. This demand was 
allowed on January 4th, and the dispute began almost from 
this time to slacken in intensity. It had already been settled 
by a compromise, when the ground itself upon which Tal- 
leyrand had built so ambitious a fabric moved away from 
under it by the return of Napoleon from Elba and the flight 
of the Bourbons. 

Stein was active throughout this phase of the Congress, 
but did not play any leading part. His opposition to Alexan- 
der’s plans had been outspoken enough in October to chill 
their friendship for a time, and something like a reconcilia- 
tion between Alexander and Stein had to follow the renewal 
of the Alliance between the two Governments. Prince Czar- 
toryski informed Stein about the middle of November that 
the Emperor was hurt by his reserve and invited him to 
make new advances. An interview followed, of which the 
following account is given as coming from Stein himself. 
The Emperor was found somewhat unwell, and lying ona 
sofa: 
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He received me in a very friendly manner, and began to speak of the 
general condition of affairs. He said Metternich wanted to introduce a 
universal confusion, and this seemed also to be the intention of the English, 
while the Emperor Francis showed confidence and friendly feeling. I re- 
marked in answer, that I did not think the English wanted war, their taxation 
being so heavy and needing to be lightened. The points now in question 
seemed rather punctilios than important for Russia or Austria. Krakau was 
no doubt important to the latter, but not so much so as to justify a war in 
existing circumstances, I thought Russia could quite well part with it, and 
Prussia would certainly come to an arrangement about Thorn, He replied 
that it would be humiliating to him to evacuate Krakau after having occupied 
it. I replied that nevertheless, as it was only a sacrifice in order to give peace 
to the nations, which they sorely needed, and as he stood at the head of 
400,000 men, this evacuation could only be regarded as a proof of his magna= 
nimity not as an effect of weakness, and that the present overwrought situs— 
tion of armed negotiation could not continue. He disagreed with me, and said 
that concentration was the usual condition of the Russian army, that on ac= 
count of the vastness of the Empire it was impossible to keep them distributed 
in cantonments, and that he had therefore proposed, in order to tranquillise 
foreign Powers, to constitute Poland and withdraw the Russian army into 
Russia itself, but that this was Hebrew to the Austrians, they could not under- 
stand it, He wanted peace and hoped to attain it, and to be able afterwards 
to devote himself to the diffusion and promotion of liberal ideas which alone 
made life worth having. He expressed his contentment with the disposition 
towards him shown by the Emperor Francis. I recommended Germany to 
him, He promised to do everything in order to bring about a legal state of 
things here: when I drew his attention to the indolence and caprice of his 
brother-in-law the Grand-Duke of Baden he bade me send in my opinion about 
the way of bringing him to reason. He said too, that he wished Hardenberg 
would soon discharge his commission and bring matters to an end, and agreed 
with me when I'said that it was necessary to bring all the three points at issue, 
those of Poland, Saxony and Mainz, to a decision at once and in a single ne- 
gotiation, in order to simplify business, and avoid giving occasion for new com- 
plications. He took this opportunity of speaking of Saxony, thought the 
Partition quite useless for the country, for Prussia, and even for Austria, since 
a Small Prince would not be able to guard the frontier. He closed the inter- 
view by assuring me that he would make the maintenance of liberal principles 
the chief occupation of his life. 


The topics of this conversation mark a position of affairs 
when the dispute still turned rather on the Russian than the 
Prussian claims. Krakau, as the stronghold of Poland most 
threatening to Austria, and Thorn, as that most threatening 
to Prussia, were principal subjects of discussion. The affair 
of Baden is explained in a paper which Stein sent in on the 
25th, in which he says that that state wants nothing but 4 
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good Government, but that the present Duke at once re- 
tards government and makes it oppressive by a mixture of 
indolence and despotism. In proof of his indolence Stein al- 
leges that a heap of more than 15,000 decrees were await- 
ing his signature, which he was too lazy to give. Stein begs 
the Emperor, as the Duke’s brother-in-law, to interfere, and 
require the appointment of a Viceroy or First Minister and 
at the same time the convocation of the Estates. 

Russia made on November 27th a new Declaration, which 
was draughted by Stein, and in which she declared herself 
ready to make new sacrifices for the sake of peace, on con- 
dition that all the points at issue, whether they referred to 
Poland, Saxony, or the occupation of Mainz, should be com- 
bined in the same negotiation and settled in a single treaty. 
The Emperor consents, seeing that the occupation of Krakau 
and Thorn appears in the eyes of Austria and Prussia to 
have given the Russian Empire a position of military ad- 
vantage against them, that those two towns should be de- 
clared neutral, and like the Hanseatic towns should be de- 
clared free and independent, with the addition of a certain 
territory round them. He then declares in favour of the 
complete annexation of Saxony to Poland, and of placing 
Mainz in the hands of the German Federation. On the Saxon 
question he reasons as follows: 


His Imperial Majesty holds himself bound to secure to Prussia at least 
the restoration of the condition of 180s, since His Majesty has accepted this 
obligation in the Treaty of Kalisch, and has found in Prussia an ally who has 
supported him in this memorable war with a noble energy and constancy; and 
the Emperor regards the partition of Saxony as opposed to the true interest 
of that country, to the wishes of its inhabitants and to the assurances which 
he considered it necessary to give them in order to encourage them to endure 
the sacrifices imposed by the armament and the war. 


‘We see here the shape which the Saxon question was 
beginning to assume. It is a question between the entire and 
the partial annexation of Saxony. As early as November 
11th Metternich had declared to Castlereagh that the King 
of Saxony must receive at least Dresden with 500,000 souls, 
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Count Minster had also begun eagerly to advocate this 
scheme. His opinion had wavered a good deal since the 
beginning of the war. We saw him in the last months of 
1812 intent upon reducing Prussia to a Power of the second 
rank, and ambitious of giving Hannover the precedency in 
North Germany. It does not appear that he would have felt 
any scruple about annexing conquered territory for this pur- 
pose. Then followed the War of Liberation and the as- 
tonishing resurrection of Prussia, which modified Miinster’s 
tone considerably. We also notice that he is careful through- 
out to maintain for Hannover a position distinct from that of 
the Princes of the Rhenish Confederation. When in the 
summer of 1813 he begged that Stein would use the suaviter 
in modo with the German Princes, he added, by way of ex- 
planation, “Assuredly I do not mean to spare the Princes 
who conduct themselves like Saxony. He deserves to be 
proscribed, not respected (geichtet nicht geachtet).” But 
now he made, as it were, a last despairing effort to check 
the progress of Prussia. He snatched at the scheme ofa 
partition in the same spirit with which we are told the Em- 
peror Francis adopted it, that is, as an unsatisfactory settle- 
ment which would soon be disturbed again, and out of 
which it might be possible to build up a Coalition against 
Prussia. 

And thus strangely enough those who raised an outcry 
against Prussia’s plan as lawless substituted a plan which 
was in some respects more lawless still. Even from the 
point of view of the rights of sovereigns it is difficult to 
understand how the annexation of the whole could be sheer 
robbery and yet the annexation of a part allowable, but if 
we consider the rights of nations partial annexation was 
clearly the less justifiable plan of the two. It was, in fact, 
really partition, and might be compared to the Partition of 
Poland, whereas the Prussian plan was not so, and it had 
‘been expressly stipulated when the administration of Saxony 
was handed over to the Prussians that no partition of the 
country should take place. 
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+ Stein argued the question of Annexation or Partition, in 
‘a paper which he wrote on December 3rd. After asserting 
the right of conquest, and supporting it by quotations from 
Grotius and Vatel, he examines the conduct of the King of 
Saxony since March, 1813, and asks, “Is there a case in his- 
tory where more reasons for asserting the right of conquest 
in its full rigour concur?” He then urges at the same time 
the necessity and the obligation incurred by the Allies of 
restoring Prussia to its former territorial extension, the im- 
possibility of restoring its Polish territory, or the Franconian 
Principalities, or the territory ceded to Hannover in compli- 
ance with England’s demand at the Treaty of Reichenbach. 
He reckons that Prussia loses 2,500,000 souls, and that the 
annexation of Saxony will only give 1,600,000, so that 
900,000 will remain to be furnished from the Duchy of Berg 
and the Left Bank of the Rhine. The annexation of Saxony, 
he argues, will strengthen Prussia for the defence of Ger- 
many in the best possible way, since it will strengthen her 
central part. 


If Saxony should be restored in her integrity the mistake would be made 
which Austria committed in prescrving Bavaria; a Power would be created in 
the North of Germany which would be hostile to Prussia, would weaken her 
and furnish a means of influence to France. 


He then discusses the scheme of partition, which he pro- 
nounces to afford no advantage, political or military, to 
Austria, and to involve great inconveniences for Prussia and 
for Saxony itself. 


A small Saxon state ruled by the old royal house would be a focus of in- 
trigues and a rendez-vous of the disaffected: its capital, Dresden, would fall 
into ruin since the Government would not be strong enough to keep it up, and 
the part of the country that would be united to Prussia would feel itself 
cramped and hurt by its separation from one of its most substantial parts. The 
assurance that Saxony should be preserved in its integrity, which His Majesty 
the Emperor caused to be given to the Saxons as a ground of comfort and 
encouragement, and which was quite recently repeated in Prince Repnin’s 
speech, would be a deception, and it concerns the Emperor's greatness to 
secure the happiness and peace of a people which has givea him convincing 
proofs of its love and admiration, 
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By this time the Russian question was in the main settled. 
The concessions about Krakau and Thorn, and Alexander’s 
abandonment of his original scheme of joining Lithuania to 
the Duchy of Warsaw to make the new kingdom of Poland, 
appeased the disputants. And just at the same time the 
Prussian politicians began to perceive with alarm what an 
opposition was gathering against themselves. On the same 
day on which Stein penned the above argument Hardenberg 
wrote a curious pathetic appeal to Metternich, full of a good- 
hearted simplicity, such as it surprises us to find in the of- 
ficial papers of a veteran diplomatist. 

Find a way, dear Prince, of bringing toan end the position of things in 
which we unfortunately find ourselves. Rescue Prussia from her present con- 
dition, She must not issue in a shameful condition of weakness—and that 
quite alone—from this terrible contest in which she has made such great and 
noble exertions, and look on while all, all increase their territory, improve 
their frontiers, acquire security, and that in a great measure through her 
exertions. Surely it cannot with any shadow of right be expected of her that 
she alone should make such painful sacrifices purely for the satisfaction of 
others, Sooner she must resolve to sct all to ‘hazard again, Your august 
Monarch, dear Prince, is straightforwardness, uprightness , justice itself. I 
appeal to him, 


And then he quoted some verses he had seen in the 
Rhine Mercury, in which Austria and Prussia are exhorted 
to guide Germany by their united and harmonious influence, 
and prayed that they might become the motto of the new 
German Constitution. In a grave state-paper this quotation 
—particularly as the verses are of the most ordinary bom- 
bast—produces a singular effect. 

In Metternich’s answer to this appeal, dated December 
roth, the new quarrel burst out. It declared that the pro- 
tection and well-being of Germany depended upon the con- 
cord of Austria and Prussia, and that the annexation of 
Saxony would render such concord impossible, being op- 
posed to the Emperor’s principles, to family ties, interests 
of frontier and relations of neighbourhood, being opposed 
also to the wishes of the principal German states, and of 
France. It then proposed that Prussia should seek her in- 
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demnities in Poland and on the Rhine, receiving only about 
a fifth part of Saxony. 

For more than a week this startling retractation of 
Austria’s earlier concessions was allowed to work its effect 
by itself. It threw Prussia at once into the arms of Russia. 
Stein explained to the Czar all the urgency of the situation, 
and exhorted him particularly to take the affair out of the 
hands of Nesselrode, who had fallen under Metternich’s in- 
fluence, and to trust rather to Czartorysky, Rasumoffsky and 
Capodistrias; he also warned him against Gentz, whom he 
described as a man of withered brain and corrupted heart, 
On the rsth Alexander resolved in a conference with Stein, 
Czartorysky and Capodistrias to deliver a Memoir presenting 
Prussia’s claims to Austria, and to negotiate them personally 
with the Emperor Francis. 


In these negotiations (Stein writes) Nesselrode tock no share and was 
deeply hurt to find that he had lost all influence. ‘He had lost it by his in- 
capacity and blind devotion to Metternich which caused him often to cross the 
Emperor's plans or support them but lukewarmly. . . . His mediocrity, 
ignorance, and narrowness in views and feelings, his want of courage in great 
crises, never allowed him to support himself at any height for a length of time. 
He fell inevitably. as soon as he tried to be anything bata tool of his master, 
as scon ashe pretended to a sort of independence; he fell since he did not 
depend on himself even for this, but allowed himself to be swayed by the in- 
fluence of a foreign minister hated by the Emperor. As to Metternich (Stein 
continues), he has intelligence, adroitness, amiability, but wants depth, in- 
formation, diligence, sincerity. He likes complications because they occupy 
him, and wants force, depth, and earnestness to conduct business in the great 
and simple style. Often too by his frivolity, dislike of worl, and untruthfulness 
he produces complications without intending it. He is cold and. therefore in- 
disposed to address the nobler feelings of human nature. 


Austria by this new step only pursued the course upon 
which she had entered when first she joined the Coalition. 
But at that time she had stood alone against Russia and 
Prussia. It was not so now, and discord having broken 
out again Talleyrand was not slow to see his opportunity, 
The French Declaration is dated December 19th: 

France (it says) desires nothing for herself: her only wish is to complete 
the Restoration in. Europe as it has been completed in France and to close the 
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Revolution, The nations must not be arbitrarily distributed; only those terri 
tories which are without a master are subject to distribution. The object of 
France is to restore the reign of legitimate right. In itself the Polish question 
is the most important of all that are before the Congress, but the King is com- 
pelled to sacrifice his personal wishes on this subject, This being so the 
question of Saxony becomes the more important, in respect to which kingdom 
proposals have been made which violate most seriously the principles of legi- 
timism and of the balaace of power. 

Before admitting these principles it would be necessary to allow that kings 
may be brought to trial, that they may be tried by those who wish to get pos- 
session of their territory, that they may be condemned without being heard and 
without being able to defend themselves, that their families and peoples may 
be involved in their condemnation, that confiscation which all civilised nations 
have banished from their codes is to be consecrated in the nineteenth century 
by the public law of Europe, the confiscation of a whole kingdom being no 
doubt Iess invidious than that of simple cottage, and that nations have no in 
dopendent rights distinct from those of their subjects, but may be compared to 
the stock of a farm. 


Talleyrand goes on to argue that theannexation of Saxony 
would overturn the balance of power, not only by giving 
Prussia a point of vantage against Austria, but also by giving 
to a single member of the Germanic Body a power of attack 
entirely out of proportion to the power of resistance of the 
other States. 

He concludes that 


It fe conteary to reason and right to propose the question what part of his 
ternitory should be restored by Prussia to the King of Saxony, that the question 
should rather be how much the King of Saxony should cede, and that the 
‘Austrian Declaration appears to have made a fair proposal. 


In a letter to Lord Castlereagh Talleyrand unfolded his 
doctrine of legitimism more fully and in a way to commend. 
it to an English Tory: 


‘The Revolution was a struggle between opposite principles. To close the 
Revolution is to put an end to this struggle, which can only be done through 
the complete triumph of the principle for the defence of which Europe has 
taken arms. At the beginning the struggle was between monarchical prin- 
les and those called republican. When the invincible nature of things had 
given victory to the former the strife began between the revolutionary and the 
legitimate dynasties, The latter have won but not yet completely, The 
revolutionary dynasties have disappeared except one (he means that of 
‘Murat and finds i convenient to forget that of Bernadotte). ‘The legitimate 
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dynasties are ‘restored, but one is threatened. Thus the Revolution is not 
closed. In what way must it be closed? By the unqualified triumph of 
the principle of legitimism. By the preservation of the King of Saxony and 
his kingdom, and by the restoration of the kingdom of Naples to its rightful 
sovereign, 


The passage is an interesting specimen of the art of mis- 
representation. Europe is asserted to have taken arms to 
vindicate the principle of Legitimism, because the accidental 
and very unexpected result of the campaign had been to re- 
store the old dynasty in France. The Powers had taken 
arms for various purposes, which there is-no difficulty in 
stating, but certainly not for this purpose. Russia took arms 
first to resist and then to revenge an invasion; Prussia joined 
her to escape from an insupportable tyranny; Austria after 
an unsuccessful mediation, reluctantly took up arms because 
Napoleon persisted in maintaining all his conquests; and not 
one of these Powers had a thought of questioning his title. 
Yet upon this transparent falsehood the whole argument is 
built. 

Stein wrote an answer to the French Declaration in which 
he asserted, what was evidently the true moral of the de- 
thronement of Napoleon, that a sovereign who violates the 
rights. of other nations, may be resisted by them, and that 
they have a right, if necessary, for the sake of their own 
security, to dethrone him, and he applies this to the case of 
the King of Saxony. He remarks that it was “expressly to 
prevent the portioning out of populations like cattle that the 
advocates of the annexation opposed the partition of Saxony 
as mischievous to the country and useless to the great in- 
terests of Europe.” “From the European point of view,” he 
remarks, “the question is simply between giving the King 
of Saxony a portion of his old dominions or indemnify- 
ing him elsewhere, for example on the Left Bank of the 
Rhine, and such a question is too insignificant to detain the 
Powers.” 

Fora time, however, Talleyrand carried Castlereagh with 
him. Though it would certainly not be true to say that 
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England had taken up arms forLegitimism, it was less untrue 
of her than of any other Power. Pitt had persisted in declar- 
ing that he desired the restoration of the Bourbons, though 
he expressly disclaimed the intention of interfering in the 
internal affairs of France. But Burke had preached Legi- 
timism, and since Pitt’s death the ruling party in England 
had become much more decidedly Tory than Pitt had ever 
been. Stein and Hardenberg with Humboldt and Czartorysky 
had a conference with Castlereagh on the 2oth, at which 
Castlereagh avowed his adhesion to the Austrian view, alleg- 
ing the force of public opinion, which he found to be op- 
posed in Europe to the annexation of Saxony, a consideration 
which he held to be more important than the intrinsic merits 
of the question. 

And thus the year ended with threats of rupture and war. 
“A petty and perverse ambition,” writes Stein, “a trivial dis- 
position that takes pleasure in weaving intrigues, petty local 
grudges, impede the great affairs, leave us in a disquieting 
condition and bring us to the brink of the abyss.” 

Of those personal friends to whom welook forinformation 
about Stein’s private life none except Gagern was at Vienna. 
Gagem gives us no characteristic traits, remarking only that 
Stein took the most lively and evident share in deciding the 
lot of Prussia and in the proceedings of the Congress, and 
that it would be scarcely possible to conceive three men 
more unlike each other than thethreedistinguished Prussians 
of the Congress, Stein, Hardenberg, and Humboldt. “If 1 
were to attempt to characterise them exactly,” he adds, “1 
should assign solid power to Stein, social tact to Hardenberg, 
varied and ready skill to Humboldt.” 

There are traces here, as in almost every part of Stein’s 
life when he was busy, of outbursts of irritability. What is 
precisely referred to in the following we cannot now learn, 
but it is evidently something of the kind. It was written on 
the last day of the year by v. Gersdorff, representative of 
the Saxon Duchies. It contains New Year’s wishes which 


are sent in writing because v. Gersdorff “has been for some. 
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time aware that his presence is burdensome to your Excel- 
lency.” The wish, which is conveyed in the language of 
profound admiration, is that “Heaven may grant Stein the 
power to believe in the existence of persons who appreciate 
and understand him, even when they do not tell him so, who 
love and honour him without preferring any claims, but are 
obliged to muster all their respect and love in order to with- 
stand the piercing shafts of his disparagement, and would 
gladly see him expend upon the enemies of the good cause 
the vigour which enables him to give pain to his best and 
most faithful friends.” 

The prospect which 1815 opened was indeed most alarm- 
ing, and Talleyrand might well for the moment boast of his 
diplomatic triumph. But his brilliant combination endured 
only a moment, and created a danger which dispersed as 
quickly as it had gathered. It seemed to put the Bourbons 
in a position more commanding than even Napoleon had 
held. They were to lean like him upon the Rhenish Con- 
federation, but they were also to have England on their side, 
with the Netherlands and Hannover, and were to reap the 
full benefit of Austria’s grudge against Prussia. Could such 
a combination endure, Talleyrand might confidently hope 
to restore France before long to her Rhine frontier. But 
the prospect was much too wonderful to be substantial. It 
might be possible for a moment to mislead the Powers into 
admitting his views, but they would be certain to recoil 
speedily from the consequences of them, Neither Austria 
nor England had any wish to give back to France the as- 
cendancy of which they had just helped to deprive her; 
England had indeed scarcely any interest in the Saxon ques- 
tion, and Castlereagh’s Hannoverian leaning was one which 
could not be confessed to the House of Commons, while 
Austria did not take up the championship of the Rhenish 
Confederation in order to seeFrance carry off the equivalent. 
But indeed the whole scheme of Talleyrand belonged to a 
system of politics which Europe was in the act of abandon- 
ing. It was in the spirit of the reckless age which had just 
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come to an end. It was like the last flash from a thunder- 
cloud which has passed by, and is disappearing on the 
‘horizon. There had been war in Europe with scarcely any 
intermission for twenty years, and the last two years had 
been the most bloody and destructive of the whole authentic 
history of war. During this period politicians had, as it were, 
grown accustomed to a state of war; they contemplated it 
with indifference, and readily adopted combinations likely to 
lead to it. And thus as soon as Napoleon was out of the way, 
his conquerors are seen planning war among themselves ona 
gigantic scale. But public feeling had, they soon found, 
changed its tone; war had passed out of fashion with the fall 
of Napoleon, just as the “ Thermidoriens” found that the Ter- 
ror could not be continued after the fall of Robespierre. The 
Saxon question was in itself not worth a European war, parti- 
cularly as there was room for several middle courses between. 
the total annexation demanded by Prussia, and the small ces- 
sion allowed by Metternich, and if it was in itself somewhat 
insignificant, to allow it to stand between Europe and the 
repose which she needed at that moment as she had never 
needed repose before, would have been an act of insanity. 
In November Stein had pointed out to the Czar the absolute 
necessity of peace; it was necessary, he said, “not merely 
for the restoration of the general prosperity, but also for the 
restoration of morality, which had suffered terribly from the 
long-continued pressure of a state of war.” We may be sure 
that Lord Castlereagh, however warlike his language might 
be at times, knew that he could not bring back to the English 
House of Commons a new war, and the letters he received 
from Lord Liverpool showed that peace was so much taken for 
granted that the public had ceased to occupy their minds. 
with the subject, and were already absorbed in preparing 
for the grand Parliamentary campaigns which peace must 
bring with it. Castlereagh must come home, he writes. 
“Last year we could spare you; everything was quiet in 
Parliament, everybody waiting for the result, and no symp- 
tom of party spirit appeared. Now very few persons give 
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themselves any anxiety about what is passing at Vienna ex- 
cept in as far as it is connected with expense; and I have 
never seen more party animosity than was manifested in 
November, and, I understand, still appears at the Clubs 
and in private societies” (Jan. 16th). And again, “The 
question of Saxony will, [trust, be settled before it is neces- 
sary for you to depart.... Ido not wish to see the system 
of totally annihilating ancient states extended beyond what 
is absolutely necessary” (Jan. 12th). From these hints 
Castlereagh would naturally arrive at a policy of compro- 
mise, of which the object would be to settle the dispute 
speedily and, in any case, without a war, but if possible to 
rescue the King of Saxony from absolute destruction. 

Accordingly the new Allies, England, Austria and France, 
after signing their Secret Treaty on January 3rd, and urging 
on January qth the admission of Talleyrand to the Conference 
of the Great Powers, advanced no further. Castlereagh 
openly declared against allowing the King of Saxony to have 
a voice in the sentence to be passed upon himself; and upon 
his delivering a formal Declaration to this effect, and being 
joined by Metternich, it was resolved to admit Talleyrand to 
the Conference of January 11th. On the 12th Hardenberg 
sent in a new plan for the reconstruction of Prussia, and the 
crisis was so soon felt to be over that Stein writes to his 
wife on the 26th: 


‘We have still the hope that our affairs will be up to a certain point ended 
in 10 to 13days and that I may be able to take my leave on the xsthFebruary, 
Tam extremely impatient to go, and wish to see the end of a situation which 
ia in every respect, in every way, pernicious; and although we may foresee 
that the whole will be only superficially settled and varnished over, yet we 
may look to enjoy some years of peace, and that is what we pressingly need. 
‘The slowness and narrowness of the Austrians delays and embitters every- 


This last sentence referstoa negotiation between England 
and Austria on the Saxon question which was going on at 
this time. The result of it was seen at the Conference of 
January 28th, at which Austria handed in a new proposal 
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for settling the controversy. It was a proposal which marked 
the termination of the crisis, and was partly to be explained 
by the information which began to come in from France of 
the unpopularity and insecurity of the restored Bourbons. 
Austria now made a good point against the Prussian scheme, 
in which it had been proposed to indemnify the King of 
Saxony on the Rhine, by remarking that this was to endanger 
Germany by placing at the disposal of France the principal 

member and the martyr of the Rhenish Confederation; she 

repeated her proposal of a partition of Saxony, but showed. 

her improved feeling by consenting to allow Prussia a larger 

share than before. A serious intention of settling the 

question by a compromise now showed itself on all sides. 

The Emperor Francis recommended Hardenberg to come to 

an understanding with Castlereagh, who was on the point of 
leaving Vienna to strengthen the hands of Lord Liverpoo?’s 

Administration in Parliament, and who was eager to settle 

the most important question of the Congress before his 

departure. The negotiations between Castlereagh and Har- 

denberg began about February 3rd. England had a com- 

manding influence over two Powers which were neighbours to 

Prussia, Hannover and the Netherlands, Castlereagh caused 

both to lower their demands. He objected on grounds of 
trade to granting Leipzig to Prussia, but this difficulty was 

removed by the Czar, who showed his goodwill to his faith- 

ful ally by ceding to her Thorn. On the 8th Prussia pre- 

sented a new plan, accompanied by a Memoir, in which the 

Austrian proposals were discussed; and on this new plan, 

which was accepted, the modern territorial settlement of 
Prussia is based. . 

_ Here, then, closes one most important chapter in Prussian 

history. As it has been a principal object of this book to 

mark and describe the series of changes by which the 

Monarchy of Frederick the Great was transformed into the 

modern Prussia, we note in this territorial reconstruction of 

the state accomplished at Vienna a change not less important 

than those constitutional reforms to which we have givenso 
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much attention, and at the same time the last of the changes 
which that age witnessed, Territorial instability and un- 
certainty were characteristic of Prussia in those stages of 
her history, a characteristic which should be specially noted 
by an English reader, since territorial definiteness and 
fixedness are equally characteristic of the history of England, 
Let us reckon up how many extensions, contractions and 
variations of frontier had taken place within Stein’s memory. 
He remembered first a long period of expansion, the acqui- 
sition of the Franconian Principalities, then of vast districts 
in Poland, then of the secularised territories, such as that 
Minster in which he had himself introduced the Prussian ad- 
ministration, then of Hannover. A period of extreme con- 
traction had followed, in which Frederick William had 
governed a smaller territory than Frederick the Great had 
left to his successor. Hannover had been lost, and with it 
all the territory west of the Elbe, with other territory ceded 
to Saxony, to the Duchy of Warsaw, and to Russia, And 
mow came a new expansion, not gradual as before, but as 
sudden as the contraction of 1807. It is especially mo- 
mentous in Prussian history, because it did not by any means 
restore the state to its old territory, but to new territories 
equivalent, or nearly so, to the old in population and wealth, 
but different in geographical position and in the character 
of the inhabitants, Thus the stuff of which Prussia was 
composed was constantly changed and renewed in that age, 
as physiologists tell us the substance of our bodies is con- 
stantly suffering change, and we are almost as much puzzled 
in the case of Prussia as in the case of the human being to 
understand where the fixed identity can reside. 

The new Prussia was about as large as the old had been 
in its last period, but it was in material points a different 
country. The principal facts of the new settlement are that 
Prussia acquired about half the kingdom of Saxony with 
about 850,000 inhabitants, and a vast Rhine Province on both 
sides of the river, with a population of 1,100,000. Somewhat 
later she gained in addition, by a complicated series of ex- 
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changes, a Pomeranian province which had belonged to 
Sweden, and with it Arndt’s Island of Ragen. She sacri- 
ficed in return of her former possessions all the acquisitions 
of the second and third partitions of Poland, except the 
Duchy of Posen with Thorn, Hannover with the addition of 
Hildesheim and Goslar, the principalities of Ansbach and 
Baireuth and her valuable maritime possession of Ostfries- 
land. The territorial change thus made in Prussia, taken 
together with the corresponding change made at the same 
time in Austria, is, perhaps, the fundamental fact of modern 
German history. It is to be noted first that the population 
lost to Prussia was for the most part Slavonic, and what she 
gained for the most part German. Austria, on the other 
hand, took her indemnities not in Germany but in Italy, 
Secondly, we should note the importance of the new position 
given to Prussia on the Rhine. In considering the fall of 
the old Empire we noticed how much the influence of 
Austria in Germany was weakened by the loss of her posses- 
sions on the western side of it. When she sacrificed Hither 
Austria and the Netherlands she ceased to embrace Germany, 
and took up a position of mere juxtaposition which led easily 
to complete separation. At the same time she retired from 
the position of Germany’s champion against France, Now 
all that was lost in this way to Austria was acquired by 
Prussia with her Rhine Province. Prussia now put her arms 
about Germany, and Prussia now confronted France on one 
side as she faced Russia on the other. This was seen at the 
time by the Austrian politicians, but misinterpreted by them 
with characteristic dulness. Metternich triumphed in having 
involved Prussia with France, and it is said that the Prussian 
statesmen also protested that it was only in a spirit of self- 
sacrifice that they consented to take up that dangerous posi- 
tion in front of the hereditary enemy, to which the country 
owes its present greatness. 
Other features of the new settlement were of great if 
secondary importance. For instance, Prussia’s Rhine Pro- 
yince took the place in part of the Ecclesiastical Electorates 
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of Cologne and Tréves. The great Protestant State took 
possession of a population which had been for centuries 
under priestly government, of what might be called the 
German States of the Church, of the valley which had gone 
by the name of Priest Street. No long time passed before 
the serious effects of this were perceived. The state which 
had easily acquired a reputation for tolerance while it had 
to do with Protestantism only, began to find the practice of 
that virtue more difficult, particularly when Ultramontanism 
began to be powerful. Even in Stein’s life-time signs might 
be discerned of the approaching Culturkampf. 

In one respect the new settlement was evidently unsatis- 
factory, and did not even satisfy the conditions laid down 
in the Treaty of Paris. It did not give Prussia a continuous 
territory. Hannover (somewhat enlarged) and Hessen still 
divided the two halves of her dominion, lying where the 
Kingdom of Westphalia had been. The seeds of futuré 
changes were evidently laid here, and when the decisive 
moment came and the sword was drawn to remedy the in- 
sufficiency of the German Confederation, Prussia seized the 
opportunity to remedy at the same time the remaining de- 
fect of her territorial constitution, and Hannover and Hessen 
were annexed. 


CHAPTER III. 
THE GERMAN QUESTION. 


As the startling success of Talleyrand’s intrigue had 
shown that the causes still worked which had led to Napo- 
leon’s ascendancy in Germany, another still more startling 
occurrence was now to show how deeply rooted was his 
power in France itself. The miraculous revival of the 
Empire in March was the first of a series of events which 
prove that Napoleon is not to be compared to Cromwell or 
other. military chiefs who have succeeded for a short time in 
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maintaining an absolute authority over ‘an unwilling people, 
but that he was really the founder of a new dynasty, and 
that his throne was based upon a rock which nothing could 
have shaken but the enormous excesses and crimes of his 
reign. That such disasters as those of 1812, 1813, and 1814 
should have been forgiven and forgotten in a few months is 
perhaps the greatest proof that any sovereign has ever been 
able to produce of having acquired the kind of ascendancy 
in the minds of a people upon which monarchy is properly 
founded. That this Government which France had made 
for itself, so vital and so calculated for endurance, should 
be once for all intolerable to the rest of Europe, has been 
the root of all the misfortunes which France has suffered. 

We look at the Revolution and the War of 1815 from 
Vienna, not from Paris, and consider them in relation to 
German and not to French or English interests. They need 
not therefore detain us long. 

After the Saxon question had ceased to cause anxiety, 
the Congress might have been able to devote itself to set- 
tling the German Constitution. Some of the principal out- 
lines of the Constitution were indeed discussed in February. 
But the return of Napoleon in March interrupted the discus- 
sion as the Saxon question had interrupted it in November. 
March and April were principally devoted to the revival of 
the Coalition and preparations for the campaign. Hence the 
German Constitution could not be properly taken in hand 
till May, and it was settled in a series of Conferences occu- 
pying the last days of that month, 

We have seen that Stein expected late in January to be 
able to leave Vienna on February 15th. How could he expect 
this when the German Constitution still remained to be dis- 
cussed? The answer is that he thought it possible to leave 
the details of the Constitution to be settled by a German 
Congress which was to meet at Frankfurt, provided that a 
declaration were first issued by the Powers which had signed 
the Treaties of Chaumont and Paris, in which certain prin- 
ciples should be laid down for the direction of the Congress, 
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Such a declaration he draughted and laid it before the 
Russian Cabinet on January 17th, accompanied with a review 
of German affairs since the dissolution of the Empire, which 
however Pertz does not give. The declaration ran as 
follows: 


‘The Act of the Gerinan Confederation shall be drawn according to prin- 
ciple: which shall give power to the general union (frst draught: which shall 
sccure the independence of the nation, peace, and political and civil liberty 
within); the Federal Council shall have the right of peace and war and of 
settling disputes among the princes, and of guaranteeing the Constitutions of 
the states; and the Great Powers ia the conviction that Europo’s interest re- 
quires that Germany should be independent and tranquil (frst draught: and 
internally free) make the recognition and guarantee of the political existence 
of the Confederation in general and of the German Princes in particular con- 
se on the creation of the Confederation in accordance with such prin- 
ciples. 


He added that the following principle must also be 
adopted: 


Estates aré to be formed in the dominions of the Princes; to them is to be 
committed the right of giving their consent to the laws and imposts, and the 
right of scrutinising the administration, and the rights of these Estates are to 
be placed under the guarantee of the Confederation: (frst draught: and the 
rights of the mediatised and the noblesse and the rights common to all Ger- 
mans are to be fixed by the Act of Confederation). 


The omissions in the draught which was sent in, omis- 
sions apparently intended to propitiate Austria, are sup- 
posed to have been advised by Capodistrias. 

To issue such a declaration was in Stein’s opinion all 
that was needful to be done at Vienna, and accordingly he 
hoped to be free in a few days. His opinion, however, did 
not prevail, and very shortly afterwards we find him warmly 
engaged in a discussion which he had hoped to evade for a 
time. He took a leading share during the month of Febru- 
ary in one of those barren controversies which the German. 
question so easily gave rise to, and which served no pur- 
pose but to show how insoluble that question was. Wishing 
sincerely as he did to give unity to Germany, and perceiving 
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clearly by this time that the stubborn opposition of the 
Middle States, backed by the indifference of Austria, would 
prevent the setting up of any efficient federal authority, he 
fell back upon the plan of reviving the imperial dignity. 
With his countenance this proposal was laid before the Czar 
on February gth by Capodistrias, a statesman who attained 
about this time the zenith of his influence upon European 
politics. Alexander, after listening to Capodistrias’ explana- 
tions, asked him the question which, where Germany was 
concerned, seems always to have been the first that occurred 
to him, viz., what Stein thought. On learning that Stein’s 
judgment was favourable, he consented that the proposal 
should be brought forward. Accordingly, Stein and Capo- 
distrias conferred with Hardenberg on the rith and with 
Metternich on the 12th upon the subject. On the 17th Stein 
expounded his own views to Alexander. He painted the in- 
ternal jealousies of the German courts, which led them 
distinctly to prefer a condition of general weakness to the 
establishment of an efficient central authority, He then 
continued as follows: 


‘The functions of the Federal Diet consist in legislation on subjects of 
general concern, war administration , foreign relations , the settlement of dis- 
putes of the Princes among themselves or with their Estates. Prussia has, of 
all the German States, on account of her position in the middle of Germany, 
the most imperative reasons to wish for a strong constitution and wise adminis- 
tration of Germany; more than all the others she must dread the decay of the 
military system, disturbances of internal tranquillity, interruption of the move 
ment of trade; for she needs the military system for her defence, is necessarily 
involved in all the quarrels of her acighbours, and will reap the greatest ad= 
vantage from freedom of trade, since she is in possession of the great rivers, 
and has a superabundance of the products of the earth andof trade in the free 
circulation of which she is interested. 

‘Austria is pushed toone side of Germany by her geographical position ; 
the federal fortresses do not immediately protect her frontiers, her trade takes 
the direction of the Danube and the Adriatic; the internal disputes of Ger- 
many concern her but slightly ; she will chiefly seek to stand well with Bavaria, 
whose dependence by the way will be secured to her by its position, and her 
sympathy with Germany will always be subordinate to her momentary con- 
venience. We see her act in this spirit. In the German Committee she shows 
indifference, she is ready to cede Mainz, Frankfurt and Hanau to Bavaria, and 
displays an indulgence towards it which borders on weakness in order toattach 
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it firmly to herself and make it serviceable to her in the new struggle which 
the Polish and Saxon questions seemed likely to bring on, 

‘There exists, moreover, an alienation between the Austrians and the Ger- 
mans, their grandees are jealous of the precedence of the German Princes, and 
the mass of the population dislike the intelligence, the movement of intellect 
and opinion, which appears in their neighbours: the Austrian likesrepose: the 
restlessness and idealism of the Germans, nay the difference in the language 
causes them discomfort; they attribute all their political calamities to Ger- 
many: they forget that it was the army of the German League which 
conquered Bohemia for them at the battle by the Weissenberg, and that 
there is not a German family whose ancestors have not shed their blood 
on the plains of Hungary to secure the possession of it to the House of 
Austria. 

If we allow that Austria has a less solid interest in Germany than Prussia, 
and that even in its interior there are elements which tend to separation, 
if nevertheless we hold that the union of Austria with Germany is indis- 
pensable to the laiter and expedient for the political well-being of Europe 
in general, we cannot at the same time refuse to admit that a constitutional 
Tink must be forged which may unite Austria again with Germany, and 
hind the two together by allowing to the former a great influence, a prepon- 
derance which may give to thcir reciprocal relation a foundation in interest 
and duty. 

Since the present condition of Germany exhibits the singular association 
of a Power of 10,000,000 souls like Prussia with the Principality of Vaduz of 
4000, any authority, whether it be confided to a Directory of Five or to a single 
and sole Supreme Head, will operate in a different way upon parts co 
different; on the one class it will be influential, on the other imperative; 
‘but in both cases it will have a more solid and efficacious existence if it is 
committed to an individual than toa number, for in the latter case it would 
‘be weak in principle and weak through the nature of the instrument it would 
employ. 

Stein ended this interview by requesting permission to 
leave Vienna. Alexander naturally asked whether the con- 
dition of the German affair would allow him to depart; upon 
which he replied that the chief matters seemed settled, and 
he thought the question of the imperial dignity would be 
decided in a few days. This impatience betrays the mixture 
of eager interest with hopelessness in his feelings on the 
German question. On second thoughts he saw he must 
stay, and writes to his wife, “I am afraid I shall not be able 
to leave before the 1sth of March, as an important affair 
which greatly interests me compels me to stay longer, to 
my great regret, for all these splendid fétes do not com- 


Go gle FC rl 


64 LIFE AND TIMES OF STEIN, {eanr vor. 


pensate the pain caused by the course which things are 
taking.” 

‘The plan made some way. Wessenberg, one of the 
Austrian plenipotentiaries, favoured it, and even Metternich 
did not pronounce against it, The Emperor Francis how- 
ever was understood to be adverse. But the chief opposi- 
tion came from the Prussian politicians, and it is indeed 
somewhat perplexing to imagine how one who knew Prus- 
sian policy so well as Stein can have thought it possible to 
restore Austria, not to a nominal precedence, but to a real 
authority over Prussia, Hardenberg declared that it was 
impossible for him as a Prussian minister to acquiesce in 
such an increase of Austrian power, particularly at the very 
moment when Austria was united with France against the 
Prussian interest. He entreated Stein to let the matter drop. 
Humboldt drew up a refutation of Stein’s arguments, which 
certainly seems unanswerable: 

‘Thc Emperor must have an catensive power if he is to do any good, and 
such an extensive power Prussia cannot and Bavaria wild not allow to him. 
‘This argument is especially strong when applied to the House of Austria, 
which has lost a great past of its interest in Germany, and has become more 
than formerly a non-German power, A confederation without a head may 


have great deficiencies, but it offers the greatest advantages which are 
attainable at the moment, it alone is free from inconveniences, it alone is 


possible. 

These arguments do not seem to have convinced. the 
Russian party, and Stein answered Hardenberg’s entreaties 
that he would let the matter drop by bidding him convince 
the Czar in a personal interview, and he drew up a state- 
ment of his case which might guide Hardenberg in the 
counter-statement to be made to Alexander. This paper re- 
sembles that from which extracts have been given above; it 
shows forcibly the danger that the Federation in the ab- 
sence of a Head will want efficiency, and the necessity, if 
Austria is to remain united with Germany, of giving her a 
stronger interest in German affairs, but omits to show how 
such an ascendancy of Austria could be made consistent 
with the most necessary interests of Prussia. a 
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The affair seems to have been terminated by Harden- 
berg’s interview with the Czar on March 2nd, at which the 
invincible repugnance of the Prussian public, and more par- 
ticularly of the Prussian army, to the scheme, was strongly 
xepresented to Alexander. Stein wreaked his disappoint- 
ment in unsparing criticism of Humboldt’s paper, of which 
Hardenberg did not allow him to have a copy until the inter- 
view was over. He was the more bent on leaving Vienna 
speedily, and seems by his expressions to have lost, at least 
for the time, that strong regard for Alexander which he had 
felt ever since the Russian Campaign. “It was the effect,” 
he writes, “of distraction and want of depth in one (Alexan- 
der), of the dulness and coldness of age in others (Harden- 
berg, perhaps also Rasumofsky), of fecbleness, common- 
ness, and dependence on Metternich ina third (Nesselrode), 
and frivolity in all, that no great or grandly beneficial idea 
in consistency and unity could be realised, To escape from 
this unfortunate situation would require only an energetic 
resolution, and it is most advisable to take it at once before 
the whole wretchedness of it is visible, to withdraw from the 
annoyances of the position, and wash my hands of the 
responsibility.” And so he tells his wife again, “I hope to 
leave on the 15th and return to my family for good, too 
happy to be quit of the undefined and insecure position I 
have been in since 1812 (i, e. of my connexion with Alex- 
ander).” 

He was a good deal occupied at this time in discussing 
the claims to indemnity put forward by Bavaria. I shall not 
ask the reader to enter into this subject, but I mention it 
because it brought him into communication with the Duke 
of Wellington, who relieved Lord Castlereagh at Vienna 
in the month of February. He had also a conference with 
the Duke on the German Question, which ended with the 
Duke begging Stein to call on him as often as he had any- 
thing to say. 

Swiss affairs also occupied much of Stein’s attention from 
the first meeting of the Congress. The fall of Napoleon’s 
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ascendancy had been followed by the cancelling of the Act 
of Mediation on December zgth, 1813, and a deputation was 
sent to obtain from the Congress recognition of the federal 
and territorial arrangements which where proposed in its 
place. A commission of Ministers was appointed in October 
to negotiate with this deputation. Austria named Wessen- 
berg, Prussia Humboldt, England Sir Charles Stewart, and 
France the Duke of Dalberg. Stein presided in the com- 
mission as the representative of Russia. The conferences 
began on November 15th, and were held at intervals till 
January 16th. At the last conference a general resolution 
was adopted, which was afterwards referred to the Congress 
itself. As I have not room for a full examination of the 
proceedings of this commission I pass it by with the simple 
statement of the part which Stein took in it. It is worth 
remarking that there sat in these conferences, besides the 
ministers above named, one who is still among us; he was 
then known as Mr. Stratford Canning, and was the English 
representative in Switzerland. Itis to this witness that Pertz 
owes a statement about a mode of communication with the 
Czar, which Stein was led to practise at Vienna on account 
of the Czar’s defective hearing. He carried slips of paper 
on which necessary facts and dates were marked, and used 
to hand them to the Czar at the right moment. 

‘When the 15th of March approached Stein began to be 
doubtful whether after all he should be able to quit Vienna 
as soon as he had expected. On the rith came the news 
of Napoleon’s landing in Provence. On the 13th Stein 
writes to his wife; 


Bonaparte's arrival in the South of France causes the time of our departure 
to depend on the news we may get of the character of his enterprise ; it mray 
be nothing but the attempt of an adventurer, but it is possible that Bonaparte 
appears as the head ofa great party. 


The reappearance of Napoleon was calculated to rouse 


Stein no less than to pain him. We find him active as early 
as the 8th, that is when it was known that Napoleon had 


Google ive 


cuap. ur.] THE GERMAN QUESTION. 67 


left Elba, but not yet that he had landed in France. He 
pressed strongly for a Declaration on the part of the Eight 
Powers who had signed the Peace of Paris that they were 
purposed and determined to maintain that Treaty. Sucha 
Declaration was voted on the 13th, and to it was added the 
political excommunication of Bonaparte, by which he was 
delivered over to public vengeance as an enemy and dis- 
turber of the peace of the world. We might describe this 
act in language borrowed from Napoleon’s own proscription 
of Stein, and say that by it “the person called Bonaparte 
(le nommé Bonaparte), seeking to excite troubles in Europe, 
was declared an enemy” of the Great Powers; and Stein 
himself remarks, “A strange revolution of affairs! he who 
proscribed me on December 16th, 1808, is now put ina 
similar but much worse condition by a resolution of the 
Great Powers of Europe!” But Stein does not say, and 
Pertz seems to strain the facts in order to satisfy the instinct 
of poetical justice, when he asserts, that the proscription of 
Napoleon was originally suggested to the Congress by Stein, 
All that seems certain is that he recommended prompt and 
energetic measures, 

It would early occur to Stein to ask himself how this 
new Revolution would affect the German question. Perhaps 
jt was not unnatural that he should see in it a new impulse 
likely to prove very beneficial. Nothing would ripen a 
Federation better than a danger to Germany from without. 
He began at once to urge the necessity of settling the funda- 
mental points without delay, and among these fundamental 
points he included probably the restoration of the imperial 
dignity. We have noted the enormous difficulties which 
stood in the way of this scheme, but it seems likely that 
Stein was not simply misled by his wishes or by some in- 
herited sentiment of knightly devotion to the Emperor, but 
that he had determined upon a definite course of action by 
which he believed the difficulties might be met. We must 
remember that this is the man who was himself called Ger- 
man Emperor. During the past war he had actually ad- 


5* 


Google 


68 LIFE AND TIMES OF STEIN. (rarr vot. 


ministered a sort of Federal Government of Germany. If 
the new war now beginning should last any time, he might 
find himself again at the head of a Central Administration, 
and we can conceive that he may have hit upon some plan 
of converting this exceptional War Administration by means 
of resolutions of the Congress into a permanent institution 
and the germ ofa new Empire. On the 23rd an appeal to 
the Great German Powers from the Middle and Small States 
in favour of a restoration of the imperial dignity was de- 
livered to Metternich and Hardenberg. Their answers were 
ambiguous and not favourable as regards the particular 
point, but Metternich gave an assurance that the Congress 
should not separate without laying the foundation of a 
German Constitution, and we can conceive that the agitation 
might excite Stein’s hopes. It appears that on the 31st he 
wrote a letter to Kotschubei—unfortunately Pertz does not 
give it—in which he referred to some method which he had 
in his mind of being useful to his country and forwarding 
its well-being directly, provided a Federation came into 
existence, At the same time his party began to throw out 
hints to the same effect in the Rhine Mercury. 

Let us imagine that the imperial dignity were revived 
with certain substantial attributions. The new Emperor 
would want a Minister. Metternich would continue to be 
the Minister of the Emperor of Austria: who would be 
nominated as Minister to the Emperor of Germany? Who 
but Stein? And if neither Francis nor Metternich had 
any personal kindness to Stein, would not the Czar be cer- 
tain to recommend his nomination in the most urgent 
manner? 

If some such plan as this occurred to him it was soon 
abandoned for some reason which I cannot trace. His letters 
continue to breathe the same eagerness to depart and the 
same expectation that the German question will be settled 
in a day or two. Up to the 23rd his purpose holds of leav- 
ing at the end of the month. On the 28th he writes: 
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I cannot leave before the décision about the German affair and the basis of 
the Federation ; it is extremely annoying to me to be constantly detained and 
Kept in the most painful uncertainty about my departure. 


On April 2nd he writes: 


‘We hope that the exertions of the Allies will be crowned with success, but 
they are not the less on that account painful and uncertain ; and we must rely 
on Providence for everything. The unity of the Princes is very great, their 
military resources infinite, and we hope that they will be used with wisdom 
and energy. I hope to be able to leave between the roth and the rsth, as the 
Emperor will probably visit Prag about that time to see his troops arrive—in 
any case I shall make an excursion to Berlin, but I am not yet in a condition to 
speak of my further destination, or whether it will be possible to carry out my 
plans of retirement. 


On the 7th: 


Dear Love, your letter of March 31st shows much despondency; I beg 
‘you not to give way to such a feeling. Providence has reseued us from worse 
situations and will as cver graciously protect us, Bonaparte’s condition is as 
far as possible from secure; he has the army for him but the nation against 
him; the South is arming, and in the interior he has to share his popularity 
with the Republicans. They want to treat him asa tool; the only question 
is whether it will suit him to be used in that way. There is a great determina 
tion to fight him vigorously and the resources collected are infinite, and 
the generals in command the same who made their way triumphantly to 
Paris, All these considerations ought to reassure you, but I am afraid 
you are alarmed and agitated by the lamentations of those ladies v. B. 
and v. B, 


Then comes a flash which to my mind throws some light 
on the quarrel with Niebuhr in the summer of 1813. 


I Aate these lamentations and alarms; nothing discourages and weakens 
so much in the moment of decision, nothing torments and disturbs so much in 
the time of suspense as these indefinite lamentations and alarms. I am still 
hoping to visit Berlin in the middle of the month. Good bye, dear Love! 
courage, trust in God, constancy! Kiss the children, 


On the roth: 
A commission that has been given me has detained me here, but I hope 
to have done with it at latest on the 22nd, and to be able to leave immediately 


afterwards, The Princes will probably be on the banks of the Rhine about 
the middle of May, in order to hasten the undertakings that have been set on 
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foot, and I hope to be back in Nassau about that time, Our intelligence from 
the South of France up to the 6th is good; Lyon is believed to be taken, the 
troops assembled in France on the northern frontier very weak, the Govern- 
ment still unsettled—that may quiet timorous people. Prince Radzivill will 
be back there by this time; he will, no doubt, have told you of the fall I had 
on the staircase at Count Stackelberg's; it did not hurt me to speak of, 


One more extract; it is dated April 25th. 


My departure which was fixed for to-day has had to be put off for ten or 
fourteen days at least: | had taken my parting audience of the Emperor 
Francis on the 22nd, and was bidding farewell to the Grand Princess Catharina 
on the 23rd, when the Emperor Alexander came and pressed me so strongly 
to postpone my departure till the winding up of the German affairs, and gave 
such distinct assurances that they should be wound up, that I thought myself 
obliged to abandon the thought of departure ia order to avoid the reproaches 
I should certainly incur for going away at a moment so important and so deci- 
sive for our Fatherland. You too would have blamed me, dear Love, and I 
am sure of your approval ; though it costs me something every way torenounce 
the happiness of returning to my family. I think I shall be able to come to 
Berlin even if my stay in Vienna should be prolonged against alll expectation 
by 2 fortnight or three weeks. For reasons which I will explain to you when 

swe meet, 1 do not wish to follow the Head-quarters; I have resolved to pass 
the summer at Nassau and in the country, 


In this way Stein’s stay in Vienna was prolonged into 
the month of May, when the German question was actually 
settled. 

Much as it cost Stein his stay was of little use. Disap- 
pointment marked the settlement of the German question, 
as perplexity had attended the discussion of it. A Prussian 
scheme in 14 Articles had been drawn up by Humboldt 
early in April. It was now revised and put before Metter- 
nich in the name of Humboldt and Hardenberg on May 1st. 
But still Metternich did not reopen the deliberations on the 
German question. Stein tried to hasten his movements by 
bringing to bear upon him the influence of Alexander. With 
Alexander’s consent he draughted a Note, in which Russia 
was to say that: 


‘The condition of war with France in which Germany finds herself in- 
creases the necessity of uniting her different States by a federal league in 
order to create a centre for action with which the different military establish- 
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ments may be connected and by which they may be supported and guided. 
‘The creation of such a centre of action is a guarantee for the happy result of 
the war, and from this point of view Russia feels entitled and bound to insist 
that it should be formed and set in activity. 


This Note, however, was not presented, because on the 
day after it was draughted, on May 7th, Metternich an- 
nounced his intention of bringing on the subject. 

The method purstied was to fuse together the Prussian 
scheme recently presented and an Austrian scheme which 
had been drawn by Wessenberg in December and was now 
revised. This was done in a series of Conferences which now 
took place, and the result of their labours was laid before 
the Congress on May 23rd, in the form of a draught Act of 
Federation. On the next day Stein laid the following criti- 
cism of it before the Russian Cabinet: 


‘The different plans for a German Confederation which have hitherto been 
discussed contained the proposition, ‘‘to create Estates (Landstinde) for the 
protection of liberty and property with the right of participating in taxation 
and legislation and guaranteed by the Confederation.” 

This principle received the approval of His Majesty the Emperor in the 
Note which he caused to be presented on November rith. A great part of 
the Princes acknowledged it in their Declaration of November x6th: it served 
as a basis in the deliberations between the King ef Wiirtemberg and his 
Estates. It is found in the plans of Federation which the Cabinet of Berlin 
has submitted. It was therefore to be expected that it would appear in the 
bases on which Austria and Prussia have just come toan agreement. Yet we 
find only in the roth Article the vague proposition, “In all German States 
there shall exist a Constitution by Estates,” without any enactment about their 
powers or about a guarantee for them. In this way every principle is aban- 
cloned upon which the political arrangements of the nation may be based. 


Thus without a moment’s delay Stein branded the new 
Federation with the character which afterwards was clearly 
proved to belong to it, a character very unlike that of the 
old Empire. The Federation resembled the Empire in one 
most conspicuous point, in its complete inefficiency for the 
first purpose of a Federation, namely, foreign defence. But 
in another main point it differed for the worse, it was con- 
siderably more pervaded with the principles of absolute 
monarchy, The Empire had been composed of states of 
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three different types—monarchical, ecclesiastical and muni- 
cipal states. Of these the latter were republican, while the 
ecclesiastical states might be classed as elective monarchies, 
and even the hereditary monarchies were under some con- 
trol, either from Assemblies of Estates with customary 
powers or at any rate from the Emperor. But the new 
Federation was almost wholly monarchical, its states were 
on the average larger and less controllable, and the type of 
monarchy was Napoleonic. 

This is the more to be noted as we might otherwise 
easily misunderstand the zeal which Stein here shows for 
parliamentary government. In Prussia we have seen Stein 
favourable indeed to parliaments, but disposed to be cau- 
tious and wary in creating them. In the thirteen months of 
his Ministry he had not introduced them, and he certainly 
had no idea of superseding the personal government which 
he found in Prussia by parliamentary government such as 
we see it in England. If now he shows himself most anxi- 
ous that in the new Federation Estates with substantial 
powers shall be set up everywhere, he is not thinking of 
Prussia. Though we have the habit of thinking of the old 
Prussian state as one of the most extreme instances of des- 
potism, Stein did not think of it so. He held, as we know, 
that it wanted great reforms, but he never seems to charge 
its Government with harshness or brutality, rather with 
weakness. It is of Wirtemberg and Bavaria not of Prussia 
that he is thinking; it is not rigourin government that he is 
afraid of, but insolent selfishness; he objects to Asiatic sul- 
tanism, not Spartan severity. 

His remonstrance had no effect, and it was evident that 
he could do no more for Germany at Vienna. Alexander 
with Frederick William departed on May 26th, and the Em- 
peror Francis on the 27th. On the 28th Stein himself set 
out for Nassau, where he intended to pass the summer. The 
Act of Confederation was signed on June 8th, and we find 
Stein repeating his criticisms in another memoir addressed 
to the Russian Cabinet, His verdict is that from so faulty a 
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Constitution is to be expected a very faint influence on Ger- 
many’s happiness, and that we must hope that the despotic 
principles of which several Cabinets cannot yet shake them- 
selves free will gradually be undermined by public opinion, 
the freedom of the press, and the example which several 
Princes, especially the King of Prussia, seem desirous to 
give by imparting to their subjects a wise and beneficial 
Constitution. 


CHAPTER IV. 
ALSACE AND LORRAINE. 


StEin’s last appearance on the stage of European poli- 
tics is more interesting now than it could have been at any 
time before the war of 1870. We saw him at the first Peace 
of Paris taking his share in a settlement of France which, 
whether or no it was the best settlement possible at the 
time, has not proved capable of maintaining itself. We see 
hirh at the second Peace of Paris protesting against another 
settlement which has equally failed to endure, and earnestly 
recommending instead a settlement like that which was 
adopted more than half a century later after another tre- 
mendous war. 

Had Stein accepted the Bourbons simply from a sense 
of necessity, or did their failure, when it was so suddenly 
revealed to the world by Napoleon’s adventure of 1815, take 
him by surprise? I suspect that he was in some degree de- 
ceived in them, and that in general his judgment in French 
affairs, partly from that preference for the internal depart- 
ment of politics which we have remarked in him all along, 
partly from the intense international alienation which had 
been produced by more than twenty years of war, was by 
no means so sure as in German affairs. There is a tone of 
annoyance, as of a man found out in a mistake, in the com- 
ments he makes on the first intelligence of Napoleon’s 
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enterprise, and in his attempt to show that the movement is 
confined to the army. Thus on March r8th, 


‘We are much excited by the news which arrive of the insurrection of the 
French army and the inert inactive behaviour of the people. On all sides the 
most vigorous measures are adopted to resist and put down these Janissaries ; 
but the exertions demanded, the dangers incurred, at the moment when we 
thought we were entering the harbour are great and disquieting. ‘The present 
generation seems condemned to be for ever without rest or tranquillity such as 
may allow it to give itself to peaceful occupations | 


And again: 


‘The Revolution in France is a consequence of the deep corruption of the 
nation, which actuated by revenge and rapacity preferred the rule of a 
tyrant to the milder and legal government of a rational pious King, received 
the former everywhere with rapture and gladly made itself ready for wars 
of conquest and plunder. It forgot the oppression intellectual and physi- 
cal under which it had lived, the arbitrary power that disposed of its life 
and property, the annihilation of trade, the waste of its children’s lives, and 
only longed once more to fall on the neighbouring nations and rob and oppress 
them. And so the signal for a new contest is given. God will bless the arms 
ofthe Allics, and chastise the corrupted nation for its crimes, The French 
Embassy which here caused such confusion and mischief, the Bavarian which 
sought to blow up the flame of war, were now obliged to apply for the help of 
Prussia and Russia; the former of which it would have destroyed and the 
latter exposed to the suspicion of Europe. ‘They declare that the Revolution 
is simply brought about by a conspiracy in the army which forces a tyrant on 
a nation which is for the most part well-disposed, 


In the war of 18r5 itself Stein has little share. But he 
has his part in a well-known incident which took place at 
Vienna, while the European Coalition was reorganising it- 
self. Very early on April 9th, Alexander sent for him, and 
on his appearance showed him a document which had just 
been sent him from Paris by Budiakin, who had remained 
behind to watch the course of affairs when the Russian Em- 
bassy left on the arrival of Napoleon, The document was 
nothing less than the Secret Treaty against Russia and 
Prussia, which had been signed on January 3rd by France, 
England, and Austria. At the flight of the French Court it 
had been left behind with other papers relating to the affairs 
of the Congress by Jaucourt, who had presided at the French 
Foreign Office in the absence of Talleyrand, and it had been 
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discovered by Napoleon. He had sent Maret with it to 
Budiakin with the message that Napoleon “did not permit 
himself to make any remark upon the affair, but thought it 
due to the Emperor that such a document should not be 
withheld from him.” Alexander as he showed it to Stein 
said, “I have sent also for Prince Metternich, and wish you 
to be present as a witness of our conversation.” Metter- 
nich soon appeared; the paper was put before him, and he 
was asked whether he knew it, He looked at it in silence 
and without any change of countenance, Then when he 
seemed about to speak Alexander prevented him and said, 
“Metternich, so long as we live no word must pass between 
us again on this affair. We have other things to donow. 
Napoleon is returned and therefore our alliance must be 
firmer than ever.” He threw the paper into the fire and 
dismissed both Ministers. 

This story was first published in 1851 in the Memoirs of 
General v. Wolzogen, who professes to have had it from 
Stein’s own mouth. It shows Alexander in his usual charac- 
ter, full of generous impulses of which however he is too 
conscious, and yielding to those impulses with all the more 
ardour when they happen to push him in the same direction 
as his interest. It was no doubt very noble to forgive an in- 
jury; but what would have become of Alexander’s fame as 
the conqueror of Napoleon if, in order to avenge it, he had 
suffered the Coalition to be dissolved and the whole work 
of 1814 to be undone again? It is also interesting to notice 
his choice of Stein as a witness. Did he choose him as the 
most independent man available? or as the friend whom he 
most desired to be at hand when he performed a virtuous 
action? or as the best representative of that alliance of Rus- 
sia and Prussia against which the Secret Treaty had been 
directed? In any case I cannot help thinking that he chose 
the man whose presence at that moment must have been 
the severest punishment of Metternich. Probably Stein’s 
countenance during the scene was by no means so impas- 
sive as we are told Metternich’s was. 
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In June, Stein paid a short visit to the Czar in his Head- 
quarters at Heidelberg. Here he preached the restoration 
to Germany of Alsace and Lorraine, which he wanted to 
errect into a principality for the Archduke Charles. 

Blacher writes to Stein from Noyelle on June 22nd, 

hope, my honoured friend, you are satisfied with me, In three days I 
have fought two bloody battles and five sharp engagements, and invested 
three fortresses besides. I have to thank my own iron will and the assistance 
of Gneisenau with the ardour of the troops and their bravery for everything. 
There has been no want of representations and complaints about excessive 
exertion and danger, but I have put that sort of thing quite on one side. ‘The 
day after to-morrow I shall have an interview with Wellington and then for 
wards (vorwarts)!....I beg you to tell the Emperor of Russia that if I had had 
more Cossacks and Light Cavalry with me very few of the French would have 
been left, 

PN epaleca has lost everything, his chest, his jewels and his whole equipage : 
he was so surprised that he jumped out of the carriage without sword or ha 
and escaped on horseback. His sword, hat and cloak are in my hands. Fare- 
well; I wish it were atan end, Lam longing for rest! Make Alexander give 
me a little estate near Birnbaum: then we should be neighbours: I should like 
to spend my last days quictly in the country. 

The second Treaty of Paris seems at first sight a striking 
exception to the maxim that there is no magnanimity in the 
behaviour of nations towards each other. In the former 
settlement, though France had been treated with forbear- 
ance, the positive forfeitures exacted from her were very 
large, since she was deprived of her whole Empire, the fruit 
of 20 years of war. Her offence against Europe was now 
infinitely greater. Whereas before it might be thought that 
she was no free agent but only the tool of a despotic ruler, 
she had now deliberately rejected a Government which, 
whatever might be its faults, gave the nation a Parliament, 
to take back the very tyrant who had reduced her Parlia- 
ments to a nullity. Nor had she the excuse of being able 
to show that she was capable of supporting in the field the 
Government she had preferred. 

Napoleon had thrown down the gauntlet to all Europe, 
and Europe was setting in motion against him forces which 
did not fall much short of a million of men. An obstinate 
struggle might be expected, for who could calculate the re- 
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sources of Napoleon’s genius? But the result was a surprise 
even greater than that which Europe had experienced when 
the great Prussian army was overwhelmed at Jena. For the 
catastrophe of Waterloo was far greater and more sudden 
than that of Jena. Napoleon did but touch the extreme end 
of the long line which was drawn round France, and here in 
three days the campaign was decided; Paris capitulated on 
the rgth day after the commencement of the campaign; and 
the definitive Treaty of Peace was signed before the end of 
the year (November zoth); so that to crush France in this 
war cost the Allies not much more than half the time it had 
‘cost France to crush Prussia eight years before. These were 
circumstances in which France might seem to have exposed 
herself to the just vengeance of Europe. Yet it may be said 
that Europe forgave her. She was left, according to the 
strongly-expressed opinion of the Duke of Wellington who 
was himself principally responsible for the settlement, “in 
too great strength for the rest of Europe.” The result was 
that the Napoleonic system was revived a generation later 
and a new Napoleonic war was waged, after which the pu- 
nishment was inflicted on France which had been remitted 
in 1815. 

But in 1815 the whole question was fully argued, and it 
will therefore be desirable to lay before the reader the prin- 
cipal documents. On August 11th Lord Liverpool wrote as 
follows to Lord Castlereagh: 


We have received your despatch No. 27, of the 3rd instant, with the 
enclosed Memorandum from the Duke of Wellington, on the subject of the 
military proposition to be made by the Allies to the FrenchGovernment. With 
respect to the two frnjefs contained in this memorandum for the occupation 
of the French frontier, we are disposed on every account to place entire con- 
fidence in whatever may be the ultimate military judgment of the Duke of 
Wellington upon them. However desirous we may be of seeing the govern- 
ment of Louis XVIII. popular in France, we do not feel that we should be 
justified in endeavouring to accomplish the object by the sacrifice of every- 
thing which is judged important for the general security of Europe. We doubt 
very much whether forbearance on the part of the Allies would really have 
the effect under the present circumstances of rendering the King popular, and 
we are decidedly of opinion that we may thereby deprive ourselves of the 
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means of giving that support to him on which for some time his authority must 
essentially depend. We wish therefore that this question may be considered 
on military principles. ... As we have not yet seen the Austrian or Prussian 
projets we do not know the extent of the views of those Governments, but we 
are informed that they propose to a certain degree the principle of permanent 
cessions by France, at least as far as regards the external line of fortresses. 
‘We ought not to forget that these Governments have more of common interest 
with us in the whole of this question than the Government of Russia: and that 
though we must all have deeply at heart the consolidation of the legitimate 
Government in France, we should consider that our success in this object must 
necessarily be very uncertain, and that the security of the neighbouring coun- 
tries against France may be much more easily attained than the rendering 
France orderly and pacific, 


To this Lord Castlereagh answers on August 17th as fol- 
lows: 


I quite concur with the remark contained in your last letter that the true 

interests of Great Britain are much more identified with those of Austria and 
Prussia in the existing crisis than with those of Russia; but I must at the same 
time observe that both these Courts require to be narrowly watched at the 
present moment with respect to the mode in which they pursue their particular 
views, in order that we may not be involved in a course of policy in which 
Great Britain has no principle of common interest with them but the re- 
verse. 
‘The first point is that I much suspect neither Austria nor Prussia, and cer- 
tainly none of the smaller Powers, have any sincere desire to bring the present 
state of things to a speedy termination ; so long as they can feed, clothe and 
pay their armies at the expense of France, and put English subsidies into their 
pockets besides, which nothing can deprive them of previous so she 1st of 
‘April, 1816, but the actual conclusion of a Treaty with France, you cannot 
suppose they will be in a great hurry to come to a final settlement since the 
war may be said to have closed, .... The Prussian Minister of Finance, Bilow, 
yesterday told me that he did not calculate the Allied force now in France 
lower than 900,000 men, and their expense, including forage and waste, at less 
than 3 livres per man per day, which is about £112,000 a day, or £35,000,000 
a year, exclusive of pay and clothing, the latter being provided by distinct re- 
quisitions, the former by the revenue of the departments occupied. ... From 
/pat fell from Prince Hardenberg some time since, I apprehend much oppo- 
sition to my proposal in that quarter; and I have found Prince Metternich 
more impracticable upon this point than on any I have ever discussed 
with him. 

Mach to my surprise, ia my discussion with Prince Metternich on this 
subject, I received not only a concurrence, but a considerable degree of sup- 
port from the Russian Minister: and he has since told me that the Emperor 
will agree to my proposition of appropriating one-third of the whole contr- 
bution to fortifications; which, considering the remote interest Russia has in 
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this arrangement, is a very liberal proceeding on his Imperial Majesty's 


‘There is another point of view in which we must be on our guard with 
these Courts. Their politics at this moment receive an extraordinary impulse 
from the public sentiment of Germany, from the temper of the smaller Powers, 
and from the desire they each feel not to yield to the other the influence in 
Germany which belongs to what is most popular. No doubt the prevailing 
sentiment throughout Germany is in favour of territorially reducing France. 
After all the people have suffered, and with the ordinary inducements of some 
fresh acquisitions, it is not wonderful that it should be so; but it is one thing 
to wish the thing done and another to maintain it when done; and in calculat- 
ing the chances of the latter we ought to be aware that none of these Powers 
can for any time keep up war-establishments, or having once laid them down 
find the means of speedily resuming them; and that if the course adopted 
materially increases the chances of carly war with France, these acquisitions 
may be of short duration, whilst our chances of an interval of peace will be 
diminished, and we may be obliged, in order to keep France within any 
bounds, to take the weight of the war in a pecuniary semse upon our- 
selves. 

‘The more I wish the alternative, the more I am impressed. with the wis- 
dom of what the Duke of Wellington states upon this subject in his letter to 
me, when he says that he deems the possession of a certain number of French 
fortresses for an extended period of time in itself preferable to the actual ces- 
sion of the same places, and for this obvious reason, that the one is compatible 
with French connexion, the other leads to unite all Frenchmen against us, or 
rather against the Power that shall be found in possession of their spoils; and 
as the King of the Netherlands would probably be the first to be attacked, we 
have more reason to weigh well the course to be pursued. 


From these letters it appears that the English Ministers 
at home at first were disposed to take a different view from 
those in France. Both letters refer to an expressed opinion 
of the Duke of Wellington; this therefore may follow: 


Paris, August rith, to Lord Castlereagh. 

‘My opinion is that the French Revolution and the Treaty of Paris have 
left France in too great strength for the rest of Europe, weakened as all the 
Powers of Europe have been by the wars in which they have been engaged 
with France, by the destruction of all the fortresses and strongholds in the 
Low Countries and Germany, principally by the French, and by the ruin of 
the finances of all the Continental Powers. 

‘Notwithstanding that this opinion is as strongly, if not more strongly, im- 
pressed upon my mind than upon that of any of those whose papers have 
lately come under my consideration, I doubt its being in our power now to 
make such an alteration in the relations of France with other Powers a8 will be 
of material benefit. 

First, I conceive that our declarations and our treaties, and the accession, 
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though irregular in form, which we allowed Louis XVIII. to make to that of 
the 25th March, must prevent us from making any very material inroad upon 
the state of possession of the ‘Treaty of Paris. I do not concur in———'s 
(W. v. Hamboldt’s?) reasoning either that the guarantee in the treaty of the 
25th March was intended to apply only to ourselves, or that the conduct of the 
French people since the 20th March ought to deprive them of the benefit of 
that guarantee. The French people submitted to Fonaparte; but it would be 
ridiculous to suppose that the Allies would have been in possession of Paris in 
a fortnight after one battle fought if the French people in general had not been 
favourably disposed to the cause which the Allies were supposed to favour. 
In the north of France they certainly were so disposed, and there is no doubt 
they were so in the south, and indeed throughout France, excepting in Cham- 
pagne, Adsace, parts of Burgundy, Losvuéne and Dauphiné. The assistance 
which the King and his party in France gave to the cause was undoubtedly of 
a passive description; but the result of the operations of the Allies has been 
very different from what it would have been if thedisposition of the inhabitants 
of the country had led them to oppose the Allies. 

In my opinion therefore the Allies have no just right to make any material 
inroad on the Treaty of Paris, although that treaty leaves France too strong in 


Allies should lead them to adopt the measures which justice in this instance 
requires from them. 

‘My cbjection to the demand of a great cession from France upon this oc- 
casion is that it will defeat the object which the Allies have held out to them- 
selves in the present and the preceding wars. 

‘That which has been their object has been to put an end to the French 
Revolution, to obtain peace for themselves and their people, to have the power 
of reducing their overgrown military establishments and the leisure to attend 
to the internal concerns of their several nations, and to improve the situation 
of their people. The Allies took up arms against Bonaparte because it was 
certain that the world could not be at peace as long as he should possess or 
should be in a situation to attain supreme power in France: and care must be 
taken in making the arrangements consequent upon our success that we do 
not leave the world in the same unfortunate situation respecting France that it 
would have been in if Bonaparte had continued in possession of his power. 

It is certain that whether the cession should be agreed to or not by the 
King the situation of the Allies would be very embarrassing, If the King were 
to refuse to agree to the cession, and were to throw himself upon his people, 
there can be no doubt that those divisions would cease which have hitherto oc- 
casioned the weakness of France. ‘The Allies might take the fortresses and 
provinces which might suit them, but there would be no genuine peace for the 
world; no nation could disarm, no sovereign could turn his attention from the 
affairs of this country. If the King were to agree to make the concession, 
which, from all that one hears, is an event by no means probable, the Allies 
must be satisfied and must retire: but I would appeal to the experience of the 
transactions of last year for a statement of the situation in which we should 
find ourselves, 
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‘There is no statesman who, with those facts before his eyes, with the 
knowledge that the justice of the demand of a great cession from France under 
existing circumstances is at least doubtful, and that the cession would be 
made against the inclination of the sovereign and all descriptions of his people, 
‘would venture to recommend to his Sovereign to consider himself at peace, 
and to place his armies upon a peace establishment. We must on the con- 
trary, if we take this large cession, consider the operations of the war as de- 
ferred till France shall find a suitable opportunity of endeavouring to regain 
what she has lost, and after having wasted our resources in the maintenance of 
overgrown military establishments in time of peace, we shall find how little 
useful the cession we shall have acquired will be against a national effort to 
yegain them, 

Revolutionary France is more likely to distress the world than France, 
however strong in her frontier, under a regular Government: and that is the 
situation in which we ought to endeavour to place her. 

‘With this view I prefer the temporary occupation of some of the strong 
places, and to maintain for a time a strong force in France, both at the ex« 
pense of the French Government and under strict regulation, to the permanent 
cession of even all the places which in my opinion ought to be occupied for a 
time. There is no doubt that the troops of the Allies stationed in France will 
give strength and security to the Government of the King, and that their 
presence will give the King leisure to form his army in such manner as he may 
think proper. ‘The expectation also of the arrival of the period at which the 
several points occupied should be evacuated, would tend to the preservation 
of peace, while the engagement to restore them to the King or his legitimate 
heirs or successors, would have the effect of giving additional stability to his 
throne. .... This term of years, besides the advantage of introducing into 
France a system and habits of peace after twenty-five years of war, will enable 
the Powers of Europe to restore their finances; it will give them time and 
means to reconstruct the great artificial bulwarks of their several countries, to 
settle their Governments and to consolidate their means of defence. France, 
it is tue, will still be powerful, probably more powerful than she ought to be 
in relation to her neighbours; but if the Allies do not waste their time and their 
means, the state of security of each and of the whole in relation to France will 
at the end of the period be materially improved and will probably leave but 
little to desire. 


A similar view was presented in the name of Russia by 
Count Capodistrias (July 28th). He distinguished two classes 
of guarantees which Europe might exact from France, moral 
and material guarantees, the former resting on opinion, the 
latter on power. In the first rank of the former he placed 
“a Constitution which should base the authority of the 
King’s Government on that of a National Assembly, and 
should reconcile the interests which have grown up in 25 
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years of Revolution with those of the Monarchy;” the prin- 
cipal material guarantee consisted in diminution, either by 
direct or indirect means, of the power of the French nation, 
i. e. in occupation of French territory, either permanently or 
for a time, by foreign troops. Referring then to the Decla- 
rations with which the Allies opened the war, he denied that 
the war gave them any right of conquest. The war having 
been undertaken to maintain the Treaty of Paris could not 
operate to anual that Treaty. The Congress had con- 
structed a European Balance upon the assumption of a cer- 
tain amount of power in France; the work would therefore 
need to be done over again if this basis should now be al- 
tered. Moreover, if the attempt were made to force the 
French nation to recognize the legitimate Government by 
diminishing its power, the legitimate Government would 
come to be regarded as a misfortune to the country, and all 
the horrors of the Revolution would be justified in the na- 
tion’s eyes. He drew the conclusion that Europe’s principal 
dependence must be in the existence of a liberal Govern- 
ment in France, but to this moral guarantee must be added 
the material one of a perpetual exclusion of the Bonaparte 
family and a military occupation of France for a limited 
time, 

‘The Russian view is similar to the English, but has the 
verbal difference which might be expected from the osten- 
tatious Liberalism of the Czar, that the Government of the 
Bourbons is represented as a guarantee to Europe, not as 
being legitimate, but rather as being liberal. 

Metternich, on the other hand, while he granted that the 
war was not, and ought not to be suffered to become, a war 
of conquest, maintained nevertheless that a temporary oc- 
cupation was an inadequate material guarantee, since there 
was no prospect of a peaceful Government being established 
in France for a long time, and he believed that such a mili- 
tary occupation would be felt as a greater grievance than a 
forfeiture of territory. He insisted that four demands must 
be made, a war-indemnity, the establishment of a form of 
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government that might suit those of the other Great Powers, 
a temporary submission to measures of internal police ne- 
cessary both to the French Government and to Europe, but 
besides (this demand he placed second) a real and perma- 
nent guarantee consisting in the substitution for her offensive 
position of a defensive position more similar to that of the other 
Powers. In explanation of this demand Metternich wrote: 


‘The aggressive attitude of France rests on the aggressive positions which 
it has taken up since Louis XIV. through the establishment of great military 
centres and fortresses at points so advanced that the formation and organisa- 
tion of armies intended only to defend the country is prevented; it rests also 
‘on a system of fortresses out of all proportion to the defensive means of the 
neighbouring states, or to the means which they ever could apply to the 
restoration of a military balance. France's system of defence has been formed 
‘partly by the conquest of fortresses which she retained and increased, such as 
the fortresses in French Flanders, partly by the formation of new fortresses in 
conquered territories, such as the strong places of Alsace, Lorraine, Upper 
Burgundy, and the southern line; in recent times it has acquired new value 
G) by the formation of the National Guard, which suffices for the garrisoning 
of all the fortresses, and allows France to cross the frontier without danger 
‘with its whole regular army: (2) by the destruction of all the fortresses in the 
‘Netherlands and in Germany py the French in all wars since Louis XIV. 
Ehrenbreitstein, Philippsburg, Ingolstadt and other places of the greatest im- 
portance have been entirely dismantled, all towns like Frankfurt and Ulm 
‘which had walls and means of defence have beendeprived of them; Savoy has 
‘been obliged to promise not to fortify the mountain-passes. All the wars un- 
dertaken by all French Governments since Louis XIV. concur to prove that 
that Power has formed with unalterable perseverance a system of fortification 
and defence at the expense of its neighbours; it would be unworthy of the 
Powers who devote themselves to the noble task of restoring the repose of 
Europe on strong and sound foundations to consent te deceive themselves 
about incontestable facts; that this system of aggressive fortresses is far less a 
product of the principles which have caused the revolutionary wars, than an 
inherent principle of the French Monarchy, and that it was owing to nothing 
‘but this system of fortresses that it needed the total destruction of the French 
army in the campaign of 1812, the loss of the whole stores of those fortresses, 
and still more the united exertions of Europe, to secure the success of our 
armies in 1813, 1814, and x815. 

‘Unquestionably the conviction of the French that wars cost nothing but 
men, or at the utmost money, but that the property of individuals cannot be 
destroyed, and that the citizens do not run the tisk of being exposed to the 
hardships inseparable from the presence of foreign armies, is one of the 
causes which gave the Revolutionary Government its principal means of 
aggression! to give peculiar weight to thie consideration it is only necessary 
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‘to know the selfishness and want of public spirit which is peculiar to the 
French. 

Accordingly it is necessary to the permanent weal of Europe that France 
should lose the points of aggression which the Peace of Paris left her, and that 
the fortresses of the first line should either pass under foreign dominion, and 
serve for the future for the defence of the neighbouring frontiers, or at least 
should be razed, 


But, as the result has shown, the Power most nearly in- 
terested in the question was Prussia. We pass therefore to 
the opinions expressed by the Prussian representatives. 

Humboldt wrote as follows: 


When the Powers issued their Declaration of March 13th, the lawful 
Government still subsisted and was only attacked by a handful of people, or 
atleast seemed so. For assuredly this handful of people would never have 
overturned the throne but for the indifference with which at least a very large 
part of the people—some with satisfaction, others without pain or regret— 
awaited the issue of the approaching Revolution, At that time the Powers 
were really allies of Louis XVII, The Declaration promises assistance 10 
the King of France and to the nation which was supposed to be united with 
him, and even that only in case such assistance should be asked. It assumes 
an independent Government in France and considers its reputation, 

The Treaty of March asth also is conceived in the same sense. The 
8th Article declares its object to be the support of France against Napoleon, 
and the appeal of Louis XVIII. to the power of the Allics is mentioned. His 
Most Christian Majesty did not accede to this Treaty by subscribing a formal 
treaty: it was considered enough to require and receive a Note of his Minister 
expressing concurrence. 

But at the moment of the ratification of this ‘Treaty the circumstances had 
altered. The Government of Great Britain made a distinct Declaration, and 
all the other Powers adopted it, that it did not undertake the obligation of 
conducting the war with the object of imposing a Government on France. 
Misfortunes now so gloriously repaired had driven the lawful King out of his 
kingdom; the Government and France were officially distinguished from each 
other ; it was regarded as possible that the Government might not re-enter into 
the possession of its rights. The Coalition then took the avowed and quite 
definite character of an alliance against France for the security of the Powers 
themselves, 

The armies marched, Napoleon began the war, the 18th of June ended it, 
and the Allies entered Paris. Without inverting all notions and arbitrarily 
shifting the meanings of words it is impossible to deny that France at that time 
was the enemy of the Allies and that the subjugated part was their conquest! 
+++. Whatever the opposite party may say, what was done in the three 
months of his usurpation was not the work of sheer violence. He opposed to 
the Allies aot a handful of his partisans, but an army of nearly 200,000 men, 
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drawa from almost the whole surface of France, and this army fought with 
courage and determination, 

Neither the Treaty of March 25th, nor the Note of Adhesion of the 
French plenipotentiaries, nor the Declarations of March r3th and May sath, 
contain any direct or distinct promise of the Powers not to infringe the integ- 
rity of France, ‘They are limited to asserting the principle of maintenance of 
the Peace of Paris: and if the expressions of the 1st Article of the Treaty be 
attentively considered, which is the basis of all later Declarations, it will be 
seen that it contains rather a mutual engagement of the Allies not to allow the 
‘Treaty of Paris to be altered to their detriment than an engagement on their 
part not to alter it to the detriment of France. .. , But even if it should be in- 
terpreted so it remains indubitable that the conduct of France in taking arms 
against the Powers instead of availing herself of the help of the Powers to 
shake Napoleon off, has given them a full right to think of nothing beyond 
their own security. 

Assuredly nothing is so wholesome and necessary as the endeavour to 
quiet France, to disarm passions and connect all interests with the preserva- 
tion of respect for the law. But as sound policy must always keep mainly to 
what is wholly within its power, this problem must be subordinated to the 
other, namely, a restoration of a balance of powers suited to the circumstances; 
and nothing of what is truly essential to this object ought to be sacrificed to 
the other... . Attempts to make the Government agreeable to the people, to 
put it in a condition to deserve well of it, will not have any great success. The 
part of the people capable of estimating such desert is not the part which ex- 
cites disturbances ; and the part which is accustomed to be unruly can only 
be restrained by the power of a respected Government. 

Hence the only way of really shielding Europe from new dangers is a new 
distribution of the opposing Powers; and among the various methods of 
weakening Franee and strengthening her neighbourt which can be applied, 
the simplest, the most logical, and the most adapted to the gencral plan of the 
Allies seems to be this, to give the contiguous states a safe frontier by trans- 
ferring to them asa means of defence the fortresses which France so long as 
she has possessed them has used as means of aggression. 

Cession of strong places and territories is a fate to which all states are 
liable; it is a painful wound, but it skins over and is at last forgotten. On the 
other hand, there is nothing so humiliating, especially for a nation which the 
memorial we have in view (Capodistrias’) calls not without reason “‘drunk with 
pride and self-love,” as the prolonged presence of foreign troops in its terri« 

.. +. Itis inevitable that the territory occupied should suffer considerably, 
and the inhabitants in consequence become extremely discontented, These 
complaints will be daily renewed and will infallibly be directed against the 
Government; it will be reproached not only with having purchased its return 
to France at the price of this arrangement, but also with being the cause of 
the prolongation of this state of things in order to obtain support for itself from 
the foreign power, and so will become infinitely more unpopular through this 
measure than through cessions of territory, which as immediate consequences 
of the war would be put down to Bonaparte’s account, 
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It is in vain to argue that after paying large sums France will not be able 
to procure the necessary means of carrying on war. Prussia has shown whither 
on the contrary such treatment leads, and what a state can do even when it 
seems denuded of all resources. 


In conformity with these views Hardenberg handed in on 
August 4th a Prussian Declaration, in which he declared it 
an unpardonable weakness to repeat the magnanimous for- 
bearance with which France had been treated in 1814, and 
a positive duty to. demand territory, “since every Power is 
under solemn obligations to its people to give it a sure and 
durable Peace.” He argued as follows: 


‘As soon as a nation has overpassed the defensive position assigned to it by 
nature or art, its activity, its power, its policy, its arrangements, its national 
spirit, its public opinion—all take the direction suggested by its geographical 
position, and it will retain this spirit so long as the geographical position 
remains. France has been in this condition since the time of Louis XIV, 

Therefore if we want a durable and safe peace, as we have so often an- 
nounced and declared, if France herself sincerely wants such a peace with her 
neighbours, she must give back to her neighbours the line of defence she has 
taken from them, to Germany, Alsace and the fortifications of the Netherlands, 
the Mense, Mosel and Saar. Not till then will France find herself in her trae 
line of defence, with the Vosges, and her double Iine of fortresses from the 
‘Meuse to the sea; and not till then will France remain quiet. 

Let us not lose the moment so favourable to the weal both of Europe and 
France which now offers of establishing a durable and sure peace. At this 
moment we can do it. The hand of Providence has visibly offered us this 
opportunity, if we det it slid streams of Blood will flow to attain this object, 
and the cry of the unhapiy victims will call us to give am account of our 
conduct. 


The same view was taken by the representatives of the 
smaller German States and of the Netherlands. Gagern, so 
devoted to the House of Nassau, zealously preached it, so 
did the Crown Prince of Bavaria, and the Crown Prince of 
Witrtemberg, who had distinguished himself in the war, 
tried hard to convert his connexion, the Czar, to it. 

In this case, it is to be remarked, the Powers group 
themselves in a novel manner. Russia and Prussia are op- 
posed to each other; Prussia and Austria agree, and both 
agree with the Confederation of the Rhine; Russia and 
England side with France. Nevertheless it is not difficult 
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to discover the law of this new combination. The Powers 
which behave magnanimously towards France are precisely 
those whose frontier is not in question; the Powers which 
are threatened by her advanced line of fortresses are unani- 
mous in thinking that she ought to be deprived of it. 

It is time to inquire how Stein regarded this momentous 
question. For some unexplained reason his autobiography 
omits to speak of it, although he made a journey to Paris 
expressly with a view to influence the deliberations. Harden- 
berg, seeing the importance of winning the Czar, and re- 
membering Stein’s influence over the Czar, sent a pressing 
note on July 26th, begging him to come as soon as possible, 
for his presence was indispensably necessary. Capodistrias 
too, though he must have been assured that Stein’s opinion 
would in this instance be strongly opposed to his own, yet 
invited him to come, and wrote, “The Emperor recently 
asked if there were news of you; I said [ had had none since 
Heidelberg, but that I counted upon prevailing on your Ex- 
cellency to come and bring them yourself. ‘That,’ he an- 
swered, ‘would be a capital thing.’”” On August 1oth Stein 
set out, and travelling through the Netherlands, arrived in 
Paris on the 14th. 

An account is given us of his interview with Alexander, 
which | suppose Pertz to have received from Stein himself. 
It appears that the Czar assumed the offensive, and com- 
plained that Prussia and the other German Powers, parti- 
cularly the King of Wiirtemberg, were staining their victory 
by violent proceedings in France and still more by exorbi- 
tant claims which were inconsistent with the Vienna Decla- 
ration, and that they would drive the French to despair and 
deprive the Bourbons of the little reputation they had left. 
Stein’s answer was, that he neither would defend excesses 
that might proceed from a relaxation of discipline, nor 
claims intended to give Germany an aggressive frontier, but 
that a strong defensive frontier was necessary, both for the 
protection of the Netherlands and of the Upper Rhine. The 
Restoration of the Bourbons was in itself no sufficient gua- 
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rantee, since “in the opinion of all sensible men a civil war 
would break out as soon as the armies were withdrawn.” 
The Czar in reply referred to the preference of the Alsatians 
for France, said observance of engagements was a better 
guarantee than fortresses, and begged Stein to read Capo- 
distrias’ paper. After a conference with Capodistrias, and 
after reading not only his paper but also that of the Duke 
of Wellington, Stein proceeded to write his own opinion. 

He begins by quoting the Duke’s candid admission that 
the Treaty of Paris leaves France “in too great strength for 
the rest of Europe.” He then repeats the arguments which 
had been urged by Humboldt against the position that the 
Powers were precluded by their Declarations from infring- 
ing the integrity of the French territory, and the position 
that the restoration of the Bourbons was by itself a suffi- 
cient guarantee. He admits however that there are objec- 
tions to the German, as well as to the English and Russian 
proposal. If the latter is open to the objections which Hum- 
boldt and Metternich had urged, the former, namely, a per- 
manent occupation, if it is to meet both objects, and at once 
protect the internal tranquillity of France and the repose of 
her neighbours, must receive a great extension, and that 
will give rise to all the bad consequences which result from 
breaking up a great extent of territory. 

But he holds it possible to combine what is ‘most essen- 
tial in both schemes. There might be a temporary occupa- 
tion of a sufficiently long line of fortresses, and in that case 
it might be sufficient to deprive France permanently of 
some six or seven important positions. The military history 
of Belgium and Germany indicates the Upper Meuse near 
Dinant, Namur, &c., and the Upper Rhine, as the weakest 
parts of this arena of war. Hence the defence of the Upper 
Meuse requires the cession of Maubeuge, Givet, Philippe- 
ville to Belgium, while the cession of a line from Thionville 
and Saarlouis to Strassburg would protect the Upper Rhine. 
He goes on in his historical way to refer to the negotiations 
of Gertruydenburg, when Louis XIV. had been willing to 
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yield Lille and Strassburg. Then he adds: “England might 
contribute much to sweeten the bitter pill to France by 
giving back some of the islands and possessions which she 
has obtained by the Peace of Paris, and everything is to be 
expected from the magnanimity of that great Power, and 
from its desire to facilitate the settlement.” As to the pos- 
sibility that the French King might obstinately refuse to 
accept these conditions, he holds that it is not to be feared 
if only the King is persuaded of the unanimity of the 
Cabinets on this point, “for there is not to be found either 
in the character of the people or of its leaders, energy 
enough for a national war. It is to be wished that this 
unanimity may subsist, and that Russia and England may 
not imagine it to be their interest to keep Germany in a 
permanent condition of excitement and suffering.” 


It is not necessary to linger on this subject, and it would 
lead us much too far to inquire into the motives which 
guided England and Russia. Stein remained in Paris till 
September roth, when it was become evident that Prussia, 
by this time deserted by Austria, would be obliged to give 
way. Alexander resisted his arguments, and Capodistrias 
avowed that the interest of Russia in the eastern question 
required her to leave France strong. The influence of Stein 
upon Alexander had arisen out of conditions which had now 
altogether ceased to exist, out of the strong interest which 
Russia had had in 1813, when her great struggle with Napo- 
leon remained to be decided, to tear Germany out of his 
hands and secure its resources for her own cause. Russia’s 
interest was now quite altered; Alexander had gained con- 
fidence and experience, and he felt only personal regard for 
Stein, but no longer the need of his advice. Accordingly 
Stein’s part in these negotiations was played out as soon as 
he had failed with Alexander, and he returned home long 
before the negotiations came to an end. 


But in Prussian history these negotiations are memorable, 
and in 1870, when Hardenberg’s solemn prophecy was so 
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strikingly fulfilled, it appeared that Prussia had not for- 
gotten his arguments, nor those of Humboldt and Stein. 

Stein seems at this time in better favour with the Aus- 
trian Government than he had been during the War of 
Liberation. Perhaps his struggle at the Congress to revive 
the imperial dignity, and later his proposal to give Alsace 
and Lorraine to an Austrian Archduke, may have done this 
for him. 

InMay 1815 he received the Austrian Order of St.Stephen, 
and at Heidelberg Metternich offered him the Presidency of 
the Federal Diet. 

For a time too he expected a substantial reward for his 
services in the well-known estate of Johannisberg. In the 
distribution of territory reconquered from the French it was 
for a time contemplated to give Johannisberg along with the 
whole Principality of Fulda to the Duke of Weimar, and the 
Duke, apparently at Alexander’s wish, had consented to 
bestow it on Stein. The matter was left in the hands of 
Hardenberg, to whom Stein had entrusted his interests, but 
unaccountably the territory was allowed to go to Austria, 
and Johannisberg itself, as we know, passed into the hands 
of Metternich, Stein was bitterly hurt by Hardenberg’s 
conduct, and in this single case has allowed a private pique 
to find a place in his autobiography. In accounting for his 
estrangement from Hardenberg he says, without entering 
into further particulars, that Hardenberg “entirely neglected 
at Vienna and Paris, either from jealousy or want of thought, 
in any case with great falseness, an affair I had entrusted to 
him and which he had undertaken with the strongest ex- 
pressions of readiness.” 
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PART IX. 
‘ OLD AGE, 


‘Das Neue dringt herein mit Macht, das Alte, 

Das Wird’ge scheidet, andre Zeiten kommen, 

Es lebt cim andersdenkendes Geschlecht ! 

‘Was thu’ ich hier? Sie sind begraben alle, 

Mit denen ich gewaltet und gelebt: 

‘Unter der Erde schon liegt meine Zeit. 
Scrinuae. 


CHAPTER L 


THE NEW PHASE OF GERMAN POLITICS. 


WE remarked that the Life and Times of Stein only 
began to form a single stream after the catastrophe of 
Prussia in 1806, We have now arrived at the point where 
they begin to separate again. Never again after his return 
from Paris in the autumn of 1815 did Stein control or in- 
fluence in an important manner the affairs of Prussia, much 
less those of Germany or of Europe. He first ceases to 
control, and then gradually loses the hope of ever again 
controlling the current of the time. Our narrative therefore 
becomes at this point mor® summary than before, more so 
even than in the earlier part of the book, where public 
affairs had an interest for us because Stein was soon to take 
part in them, whereas now he grows ever more and more 
alien to them. Henceforth we can have but one object in 
tracing the course of politics— it is an object which may be 
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sufficiently attained by a slight outline—namely, to show 
how Stein was again and again hindered from returning to ~ 
office, until at last he became reconciled to comparative 
retirement. 

In the German world, now that peace is established, 
there visibly begins the new age. It differs from the age 
just closed the more widely as the convulsions which marked 
the transition were exceptionally violent. The struggle itself 
had not been long, but the feelings it had aroused, the ideas 
it had diffused, the desires it had instilled, were not to be 
appeased by the conclusion of treaties or the disbanding of 
armies. The uprising of the Germans had accomplished 
the object which the Germans had in view, and now it was 
to accomplish other objects which they had never had in 
view, the objects of Providence. Poets may imagine a great 
national victory followed by prosperity and repose, but the 
historian commonly finds such a triumph succeeded by an 
uneasy season of new wants and new grievances never felt 
before. We remember that those years were in England 
the most unhappy of our whole modern history; they had a 
complexion not dissimilar in Germany, 

We have seen that the period of war which we have 
been contemplating so long was in Germany, but particularly 
in Prussia, an age of great reforms. Stein’s Ministry had 
transformed the internal condition of Prussia, and the War 
of Liberation had created a new and grand military system, 
giving at the same time a great impetus to the growth of 
parliamentary institutions. But these reforms have through- 
out a peculiar character, which distinguishes them from the 
commencements of popular government in most other 
countries. They are not extorted by the people rebelling 
against an oppressive Government or becoming intolerant 
of tutelage, but they are given by the Government itself, 
proprio motu, or more correctly they are actually forced on 
the people by a Government which wants more strength, 
and complains of the unreasonableness of being expected 
to govern alone. The object for which they are given is 
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not directly the well-being or advancement of the people, 
but the expulsion of a foreign conqueror. Corresponding 
to this general character of the reform movement of Ger- 
many is the character of Stein as a statesman. Liberty, in 
the proper sense of the word, is not his primary, but only 
his secondary object; his primary object is national in- 
dependence. 

Through popular political writing and oratory there runs 
a perpetual confusion between two things so evidently dis- 
tinct as liberty and independence. A Horatius keeping the 
bridge, and a Brutus expelling the tyrant, are described by 
the same epithets as patriots and as champions of liberty, 
though the one resisted a foreign invader, and the other 
resisted the established Government. The word patriot is 
strictly appropriate only to the former, who is the champion 
of independence, and it is only the latter who can be pro- 
perly said to defend liberty, so that we might conveniently 
call him a libertarian, Now applying this distinction to the 
case of Stein, we may say that, as we have seen him hitherto, 
he is a patriot in the fullest and highest sense of the word, 
but not so decidedly a libertarian. No hero celebrated in 
romance was inflamed with a higher spirit of nationality, or a 
prouder resolve to break at all hazards the yoke of the 
foreigner; but his feeling towards liberty was of quite 
another kind. We have always found him favourably dis- 
posed to it; but on the other hand he has been all his life an 
official and in the service of an absolute Government. It 
has been customary to speak of the regime of Frederick the 
Great as an extreme example of absolutism, and not with- 
out some justification, if we consider the brutal oppression 
that prevailed in the army. Stein was in Frederick’s service 
for six years, and took part in administering the same sort 
of regime, for twenty years after Frederick’s time, yet I have 
not observed that he at any time discovered that there was 
anything harsh or oppressive in it. Though his language is 
always that of a humane man, yet he indulges in no outbreaks 
of indignation at the severities of the Government, there is 
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no symptom of a belief lurking in his mind that the system 
is wicked or cruel. But it strikes him early that it is nota 
strong or an elastic system. He sees that on this system you 
cannot raise extraordinary taxes, even for the most neces- 
sary expenses, and he sees that local government might be 
carried on both better and more cheaply by calling in the 
aid of the people. This is clear to him even before the 
catastrophe of 1806, and when that catastrophe revealed the 
helplessness of the old despotic Government to all the world, 
he becomes at once a bold and thorough-going libertarian. 
But in the moment of his boldest innovations his opinion 
about liberty continues to be mainly this, that it increases 
the power of Government, and that in the absence of money 
and a large standing army it may be made to supply their 
place. He recommends it as an incomparable weapon of 
war; how far he may be prepared to recommend it for itself 
is another question. Now what characterises the new age 
which definitively began in the autumn of 1815 was that the 
Prussian Government found itself in the condition of having 
given to its subjects much liberty and having promised more 
for a purpose which was now once for all fulfilled. Liberty 
had been created as a weapon of war, and the war was over, 
All those officials who had hitherto advocated free institu- 
tions found the controversial issue suddenly changed. Free 
institutions were now to be considered, not with reference 
to a state of war, but to astate of peace. It was not now 
the question whether they gave strength to a state, but 
whether they constituted in themselves a good form of 
government, whether it was advisable that the old despotism 
which had made Prussia great should give place, and that 
not in any extreme need, to a new and looser system, a 
system difficult to introduce and difficult to work. This was 
a question which might embarrass even the Reformers of 
the age before, and yet the promise had been made, and 
not only so, but the people had fairly won their enfranchise- 
ment in the battle-field. Here was a new entanglement, the 
plot of a quite new historical drama, which did not find its 
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dénouement till 1848. After having taken the leading share 
during a time of war in strengthening the Prussian Govern- 
ment by making it more popular, Stein passes his old age in 
watching during a time of peace the struggles of the old rigid 
system with the young and somewhat crude Liberalism which 
he has himself helped to create. 

There have passed before us two periods, in the former 
of which there has been in Prussia actually no public opinion 
about politics, and in the latter a public opinion which the 
Government has created, which reinforces the Government 
in its struggle both with the foreign enemy and with the 
traitor within the camp, the French party of Berlin, and which 
only opposes the Government so far as it occasionally out- 
runs it. A third period now begins, in which public opinion 
instead of supporting the Government gradually becomes 
estranged from it, and at last bitterly disaffected, so that that 
revolutionary discord, that habit of discontent which had 
hitherto been foreign to Prussia, at last gains head in this 
country also, and Prussian Liberalism begins to assume 
something of the colour of French. Of this period Stein 
witnesses the commencement. Having spent his life in 
struggling with a French Revolution which made constant 
war upon Germany, he lives just long enough to see another 
French Revolution, which is hailed in Germany with sym- 
pathetic movements and convulsions of instinctive imita- 
tion. 

Such in general is the new phase through which Prussia 
passes. Meanwhile Austria continues in the course upon 
which she entered after her failure of 1809, and becomes the 
head of reaction both in Europe and Germany. Both the 
new federal arrangements and the reactionary disposition of 
‘Governments at this time give her an ascendant influence in 
Germany at large and over her rival Prussia. The third great 
division of Germany, which we have hitherto known as the 
Confederation of the Rhine, in its desire to maintain its 
distinct interest against Austria and Prussia, unable any 
longer to Jean on France, falls back upon the principles of 
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Liberalism. It is a striking difference between this period 
and the last, that whereas then Prussia took the lead, first 
in intelligent reform and afterwards in active heroism, while 
the Rhine Confederation, more particularly the States of the 
South-West, were devoted to Napoleon against Germany 
and to Napoleonic despotism against liberty, in the new 
period the contrast is reversed, and stagnation along 
with subservience to Metternich gains ground in Prussia, 
while in the South-West a constant liberal agitation goes 
on, and from the South-West comes whatever opposition 
Metternich meets with in the Diet. 

The period is not marked by many striking incidents, 
but the principal landmarks for the student are as follows: 

In 1819 the reactionary tendencies gather head in con- 
sequence of the murder of Kotzebue by Sand, and the 
crusade of the German Governments against democracy 
begins. The new German Confederation, which had proved 
useless for any good purpose, shows itself vigorous in per- 
secuting the universities and the press. The Carlsbad 
Resolutions and the Vienna Conferences of this year deter- 
mined for a long time the course of German politics. 

In 1822 some relief to the intensity of reaction in Europe 
is caused by the death of Lord Castlereagh, and the marked 
secession of England from what is loosely called the Holy 
Alliance. The same year is made still more important for 
Germany by being the date of the death of Hardenberg. 

Between 1822 and 1830, the date of the Revolution of 
July, and of the evident revival of the spirit of change and 
innovation, there is no occurrence which greatly roused 
public attention in Germany, though the first steps towards 
the formation of the Zollverein, taken in 1828, would have 
done so had the public been able at the moment to appre- 
ciate their importance. 

Lastly, the Revolution of 1830 gives rise to new disturb- 
ances in Germany. These disturbances, however, affected 
neither Austria nor Prussia nor the South-West, but had the 
effect of introducing representative government into these 
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smaller states of North Germany out of which the Kingdom 
of Westphalia had been composed. 


In this final stage of Stein’s Life, as we shall have to tell 
of few achievements and few very important occurrences, 
we shall welcome all the more such personal sketches of 
him and his conversation as may remain. One such, thanks 
to Arndt, meets us at the very threshold. It does indeed 
properly belong to a period which we have left behind, for 
what we are about to relate happened in the summer of 
1815, and before Stein’s second journey to Paris. Arndt 
had now gone to Cologne to be Editor of a journal called 
the Watchman, the object of which was to revive a German 
spirit in those Rhenish districts which had for so many years 
been in the possession of the French, One morning comes 
to him a messenger from Stein, bidding him come to the 
Cathedral, where Stein will be found. He goes at once with 
Eichhorn, who had called about the same time ;— 


Stein greeted us in the most friendly manner, and whom saw we standing 
not far from him? There stood the offer greatest German of the nineteenth 
century, Wolfgang Goethe, examining the Cathedral, And Stein said to us, 
“Hush, children, hush! no politics! he cannot abide it, We cannot of course 
go with him in this; still think how great he is!” It was strange to see the 
two great Germans behaving towards each other as with a certain mutual 
reverence; and so it was in the hotel also at the tea table, where Goethe was 
for the most part very silent, and retired early. 

But how had they met and what had brought them together to Cologne? 
Goethe had paid a visit to his native town, and to some old acquaintances and 
friends, There his heart had prompted him and he again had taken heart to 
wander once more slong the ways which had witnessed the course and the 
riot of his free and poetic youth, the ways which from Wetalar wind along the 
Lahn, and through its romantic valleys of Nassau, Coblenz, Ehrenbreitstein 
and Valendar, To Steir in his mansion comes word, Goethe has taken quarters 
in Nassau at the Lion. He goes at once to the Lion and invites and forces 
him in spite of resistance to come into the mansion. And as Goethe had in- 
tended an excursion to Cologne, Stein orders his carriage and together they 
drive down the Rhine to Cologne. I can fancy how the two companions 
studied to avoida collision; indeed it was the old Aesop's story of the stone 
pot and the earthen pot, And in Cologne too they moved side by side with a 
delicate Noli me tangere. Never have 1 heard Stein's speech sound more 
subdued in society. 


Life and Times of Stein. IV. :f 
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Arndt goes on to make some reflexions on Goethe’s 
appearance and bearing which, though full of admiration, 
have just that touch of coldness which might be expected 
from the singer of the “German Fatherland,” observing the 
quietist Goethe a month after the battle of Waterloo. “His 
figure was not perfect; his legs were too short, and this 
gave a stiffness to his whole bearing, so that he could never 
have been the graceful skater he is said to have been. He 
was hat-in-hand to every young Prussian officer who might 
be the son of a Baron or a Minister, &c.” But Arndt, as we 
have found him doing before, describes what he passingly 
saw without fully understanding it. Stein and Goethe did 
not on this occasion meet as purely antipathetic natures in 
temporary truce. No doubt there was a sharp contrast be- 
tween the two men which they could not but be well aware 
of themselves, the one living in patriotism, action and 
history, the other in cosmopolitan science and political in- 
difference. But it so happens that just when Arndt saw 
them together they had found a point of sympathy; the 
Cathedral at Cologne interested Goethe as belonging to 
art, and Stein as belonging to national history. Goethe 
has twice mentioned this visit to it “in the company, 
which did me honour, of the Minister of State vom Stein” 
(Annalen oder Tag- und Jahres-Hefte) and any one who 
inquires what thoughts were passing through his mind 
at the moment when Arndt’s eye fell on him may learn 
it in full from a paper entitled Von Deutscher Baukunst, 
1823. But from the correspondence of Sulpiz Boisserée, 
the great admirer of Cologne Cathedral and of ancient 
German art in general, we learn more. We learn that after 
the excursion (Tuesday, July 25th) Goethe returned with 
Stein to Nassau and spent the following Sunday there. 
Thence he went to Wiesbaden, where Boisserée then was; 
and on August 2, just when Stein was determining to start 
for Paris, Boisserée makes the following note: 


Visited Goethe at noon and had a cheerful, cordial reception. Stein had 
asked him to write a Memoir to Hardenberg on art and antiquarian affairs ; 
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he wanted to ask my advice about it, He quite agreed that it must be done 
directly and without any mention of Stein’s suggestion, in order to avoid the 
party fecling of the moment. I explained to him how favourably he was 
regarded by Hardenberg. 


And again three days later: 


Stein said that he had put Goethe upon laying a Memoir before Harden- 
berg, and I said that I could furnish material for it, having had the thing 
in my head for years, but that the time had never come, and besides I could 
refer to no authority, but that Goethe now supplied this want excelleatly, and 
that for this we had to thank him, Stein. He was much pleased, and hoped 
that something good would come out of it. Then he asked when the book 
about the Cathedral was to appear, I said that all depended upon an arrange- 
ment with Cotta. 


«This is the first symptom of the new relation to art and 
letters into which Stein entered in his later days. Hitherto 
we have found him little concerned with either. The strong 
turn of his mind towards affairs of government has hitherto 
diverted him from the pursuits which absorbed most of his 
contemporaries, to which was added, in regard to the philo- 
sophical systems which then chased each other with such 
bewildering speed through the German universities, a posi- 
tive repugnance and sincere disapproval on public grounds 
of such a rage for speculation. As to poetry and art he seems 
to have had as much pleasure in them as most people, and 
the “want of aesthetic culture” of which Schén accuses him 
amounts simply to this, that he did not follow his genera- 
tion in attaching to poetry an importance such as was never 
seriously assigned to it in any other place or time. Great 
affairs and great responsibilities made him in this respect 
unlike his contemporaries, but he as well as others could 
enjoy a fine poem or a noble building. And now that per- 
haps the feeling of repose, of a goal reached, of leisure 
earned, was stealing over him, this began te appear. But 
his sense of art was roused by his patriotism. Cologne, 
with its great German Cathedral, was recovered out of 
French hands, At such a moment Stein could heartily ad- 
mire its beauties, could for 2 moment dwell on them with 
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more love than even Goethe, and could study how to make 
use of Goethe’s artistic reputation, as in 1808 he had made 
use of the philosophic influence of Fichte. It seems that 
the object in view was to secure for Prussia Boisserée’s 
collection of old German works of art, but a very reason- 
able parsimony at this moment reigned in Prussian finance, 
and the collection went, as is well known, to Munich, 

Later in this year we find him appealed to for a moment 
in the constitutional dispute which had begun to rage in the 
Kingdom of Wirtemberg. For here began the agitation 
which since then has spread over Germany and has never 
ceased. In this very peculiar nook of Germany, which may 
be called the German Scotland, among those Suabians who, 
like the Scotch, have their marked dialect, and combine,so 
effectively shrewdness and romance, powerful religious 
feeling and resolute freethinking, in the land of the old 
Minnesanger, and of Schiller and Uhland, in the land of 
Hegel and Strauss, and of the redoubted “Wirtemberg 
pietism,” in this land the movement began. Some rumour 
of it has gone out to Europe in Uhland’s political songs. It 
had the peculiarity that the King, “the monster of pride” 
spoken of by Stein above, offered a Constitution in some 
respects really adapted to the time, and was encountered 
by the Estates with the most tenacious opposition in the 
name of the old institutions of the country (“das alte gute 
Recht”), a medieval constitution in which some valuable 
franchises were mixed with much that was wrongful and 
more that was obsolete. Here the very same reproaches 
were hurled by the people against the Government which 
everywhere else in Germany were directed by the Govern- 
ment against the people; the King and his Ministers were 
charged with “a tendency to innovation, to a confusion of 
all ideas, to revolution and to radical alterations in law 
and government.” The King seems to have shown greater 
moderation and judgment than-might have been expected 
from earlier specimens of his character, and Stein took 
the opportunity of encouraging him in his new course, 
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Receiving information of it from Cotta, a leading politi- 
cian of Wirtemberg, he wrote (Nov. 17th): 


T congratulate you heartily on the happy occurrences you are so good as 
to relate to me; it was to be expected that a ruler with your King’s intelli- 
gence and strength of will would accomplish the task he undertook in the 
spring, of giving a Constitution to the kingdom, in sucha manner as to ensure 
to it stability and duration, 


A striking contrast to his exclamation, but a year and a 
half before, about the same King, “Oh! this fellow will cer- 
tainly meet with a fate suitable to his life!” The generous 
tone he now took caught the attention of a politician whohad 
lately stepped forward to mediate between the King and 
his Estates, one of the most considerable names of the 
somewhat obscure period of German history which was 
just commencing, Karl August v. Wangenheim. He writes 
to Cotta: 


T thank you heartily for letting me see the letter which the German Stein 
has written to you ahout our affairs. ‘There breathes in it such an honest, and 
at the same time, encouraging recognition of the great merit that lies in any 
victory of the better self over the wild beast inaman, that I thought I could 
not do better than avail myself of your permission to lay the letter before the 
King. 


But this plain-spoken Minister is not disposed to trust 
too much to his Majesty’s amendment. 


As surely as I have hitherto kept the King in an honestly good temper, so 
surely will he give me the slip as soon as the behaviour of the Estates gives 
him a pretext, L'ours n'est pas encore mort. He has already accustomed 
himself to the notion of putting off the assembly till the Act of Confederation 
is settled, and then granting no more than that requires. 


Wangenheim hopes nothing from the Confederation; 
“since even Stein has had to retire from the business, 
how can we look any longer for any good from that quarter?” 
But he considers the Estates, and particularly the noblesse, 
who were headed by a certain Count Waldeck, to be quite 
as dangerous in their way as the King: 
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These young gentlemen have no conception of the State or of their rela- 
tion to it. They want to combine incompatibilities, They want to be daring 
and overwhelming like Mirabeau, but at the same time they want to retain the 
prejudices and privileges which he had renounced. It is pitiable how low 
these people have sunk! It would do a world of good if Minister Stein would 
bring Count Waldeck and the rest of the high noblesse as much as possible to 
their senses. I would ack him myself if he had ever condescended to answer 
my letters. 


We are allowed only a glimpse into these affairs. Stein 
wrote to Count Waldeck, who however did not allow him- 
self to be influenced, and even affected to question the 
genuineness of the letter. The dispute in Wirtemberg 
continued its course until in October, 1816, King Frederick 
died suddenly, and was succeeded by his son William, who 
had distinguished himself as a general in the war with 
France, and who now became at once one of the most 
considerable of the crowned heads of Germany. 

One of the most important of “negative events,” to use 
Ranke’s convenient phrase, happened at this time in the 
life of Stein. His position throughout the war had been so 
high and great, that no post in Germany was beyond his 
pretensions, and though at times he speaks of the need of 
rest, yet ] think it is clear that he would have been glad to 
find a new office. He confesses as much when he says 
that after the Peace he had to accustom himself to two dis- 
comforts, want of occupation and old age; his friend Gagern 
remarks that it was official work that he missed. It is 
therefore an interesting question why at this moment he 
retired—finally, as it proved—from the scené of public 
affairs. Was it by his own will, or by the jealousy of 
others, or through the difficulty of finding an office suited 
for him? 

We may say in one word that the cause of his retirement 
was the same as in 1808, viz. that the moment did not suit 
his genius, that he was made for powerful action, and that 
the time now commencing was one of inaction or else of 
reaction. It is probable that Kings and Emperors did not 
greatly wish to see him at work again, and that he on his 
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part knew that if he took office under them it would only 
be to be thwarted and studiously discredited. But these 
were the secret not the ostensible causes of his retirement. 
He could not complain that posts worthy of his high claims 
were not offered to him. There was one post in particular 
to which he had a sort of right. The new German Con- 
federation had indeed properly no President, no one who 
even for a limited time answered to the Emperor in the 
Empire now dissolved, but the Diet of the new Confedera- 
tion had a President or Chairman, whose functions were by 
no means purely formal. He had a casting vote in cases of 
equal division in the Smaller Federal Council, the right of 
opening and inspecting beforehand all papers to be sub- 
mitted to the Diet, oversight of the Protocols, Registration 
and Treasury of the Diet, the appointment of several fune- 
tionaries, the representation of the Confederation in pubiic 
acts and before foreign Powers, &c. Now who could be 
thought of to fill such a post but the man who had played 
the part of German Emperor in 1813 and 1814? 

As a kind of reminiscence of the old position of Austria 
in Germany it was allowed to her that her representative in 
the Diet should hold this position. Accordingly in decrees 
of the Diet the formula is used, The Germanic Confedera- 
tion and in its name the Minister of Austria, President of 
the Diet. We have observed how completely Stein’s con- 
nexion with Prussia had been severed in the War of Libera- 
tion; now, this having once happened, he was in some 
respects particularly well qualified to represent Austria at 
the Diet. For Austria had been much in the habit of look- 
ing for officials to the Imperial Knighthood, Stein’s brother 
had distinguished himself in the service of the Emperor 
Joseph, his brother-in-law was now a trusted Austrian 
general, he himself had been originally intended for the im- 
perial service, and had recently appeared as an advocate of 
the revival of the imperial dignity. On the other hand 
Stein had been the principal opponent of the Austrian 
policy, and in 1813 he stood out as the best representative 
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of the party against which Metternich waged war. There 
was indeed a sort of antipathy between the two men, as we 
may learn from a letter which Metternich wrote in 1833 to 
Gagern, on receiving a copy of that volume of Gagern’s 
autobiography which contains his correspondence with 
Stein. He writes: 


Iam sorry you inserted the Baron vom Stein's outpourings about me, my 
character and political course. No one honours truth more than I do, and his- 
tory, ought it to be anything but truth? Your friend hated me: that followed from 
his character; he belonged to the class of people who are properly described 
by the English word smpressionadde. I never hated the Baron vom Stein, for 
love and hatred of individuals are weaknesses which exert no influence on my 
conduct of business, and my relations to the deceased were purely those of 
business. No doubt we found it difficult there to act together, for even when 
our objects were not incompatible with each other our means were often so. 
No one honoured more than I the distinguished gifts both of heart and mind of 
the Baron vom Stein, I doubt much if he ever formed more than a passing 
opinion about my character. If he ever did think me worth the trouble of an 
inquiry what I and my views might be, an inquiry which I regard asa duty 
wherever I think it will repay the trouble, then he misunderstood me and 
looked for me where I am not to be found. 


It was often Metternich’s fortune to be thus misunder- 
stood, and he enjoyed posing in the character of a states- 
man whose high serenity could not be appreciated by those 
who were themselves slaves of passion, But we should 
certainly not expect that he would wish. to see Stein of all 
persons presiding in the Diet. And yet he overcame any 
such reluctance, perhaps in the confidence that not even 
Stein’s energy could accomplish anything at the head of 
such a helpless confederation, and that the best way of 
muzzling him was to take him into the Austrian service. 
He offered him the Presidency of the Diet as early as June 
at Heidelberg, and he renewed the offer near the end of 
the year, when Stein, apparently in order to watch the first 
proceedings of the Diet, had settled for a time at Frank- 
furt. Stein declined the proposal both times because, so 
he tells us, “it seemed to him unbecoming to pass out of 
the service of one state into that of another, which, through 
its own pretensions to supremacy, stood in a perpetual, 
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more or less hostile opposition to the former.” “I could 
fot,” he adds, “suddenly alter my views and political 
opinions which had been formed in 40 years, and [ should 
have been exposed to the charge of tergiversation and in- 
gratitude from my old friends, of lukewarmness and attach- 
ment to my accustomed routine from my new ones.” As- 
suredly the explanation is most sufficient. No conclusion 
to Stein’s career could well have been more melancholy 
than that he should take a conspicuous share in the pro- 
ceedings of a body which was found helpless for all good 
purposes, but showed an unexpected energy in persecuting 
free thought and free speech, and that he should appear in 
that body as the representative of the most reactionary of 
all German States. 

About the same time Hardenberg offered him the post 
of representative of Prussia in the Diet. This too Stein 
declined, “on account,” as he says, “‘of my repugnance to 
put myself into a position of dependence on a man for 
whom I had so little respect as the Chancellor of State, of 
whom I foresaw that he would sacrifice me at any moment 
or on any pretext, and who had just at that time at Vienna 
and Paris completely neglected an affair which I had com- 
mitted to him and which he had undertaken with the 
greatest assurances of readiness, either out of jealousy or 
want of thought, but in any case with great falseness.” 
This was the impression on Stein’s memory when he wrote 
this part of his autobiography (1824). It may perhaps be 
doubted whether in 1815 he really felt quite so much bitter- 
ness towards Hardenberg, or was influenced so exclusively 
by that feeling. When the matter was fresh he gave the 
following account of it in a letter to Duke Franz of Anhalt- 
Dessau, dated December 7th, 1815: 

The German Confederstion is such an imperfect political institutfon, the 
Possibility of arriving at any rational or decisive resolution on any subject so 
yemote on account of the views of many of our leading Princes, and the fanlti- 
ness of the Constitution itself, that assuredly no friend of his country could de- 


sire to be deputed to the Dict, Nevertheless 1 was ready to accept the 
appointment under a condition which would in some degree secure me my 
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freedom, that is, that I should havea colleague; this would have allowed me 
to absent myself as often and as long as my personal circumstances demanded, 
A difficulty was made about granting this condition, and thus I thought myself 
entitled after thirty years service to indulge my wish for retirement into private 
life, the more so as the Prussian State does not want competent and honest 
men who may be deputed to the Diet. * 

This account too ought perhaps not to be taken quite 
literally, but at least it lays stress upon the fact that the 
position offered to Stein was not in the least one which 
could tempt him. It had the appearance of being honour- 
able, yet it was a post in which it was pretty certain that 
he could achieve nothing, and probably Stein may have 
suspected that it was precisely as such a post that it was 
offered to him. 

Let us consider what position in Prussia Stein might 
have reasonably wished for, and in a manner claimed. He 
had begun the great work of internal reform and of resist- 
ance to Napoleon. Now that Napoleon had fallen and 
Prussia had risen higher than ever, his work had received 
the sanction of time and could not but seem far greater 
than when it was possible to regard it as a mad struggle 
against overwhelming power. Yet for this work he had 
been rewarded only by exile and loss of property. In the 
recent war he had shown undiminished energy, and had 
taken a very splendid position through the confidence 
which the Czar had reposed in him. The Peace in restoring 
Prussia to more than its old greatness had set a new task 
of reorganisation before its Government. New territories 
taken from nine different States (France, Sweden, Warsaw, 
Saxony, Westphalia, Berg, Danzig, Darmstadt, and Nassau) 
were now to be welded together with the old territories of 
the Monarchy. “The foreign spirit was to be combated in 
the interior, and the spirit of the Small State within the 
Great State,”* Catholic populations were to be reconciled 


* It appears that he made the additional condition that the colleague 
should be a person in whom he had confidence, and he mentioned the name of 
Rhediger. 

+* The expression is Treitschke’s. 
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to a Protestant Government. At the same time the new 
military system needed to be, as it were, codified, and 
—more important than all—the promise of parliamentary 
institutions was to be redeemed. Here was a crisis not 
less great than that to deal with which Stein had been sum- 
moned from Nassau in 1807. A transition was to be made 
which called fora statesman of comprehensive views and, 
if possible, also of commanding reputation. Was not Stein 
just the man to deal with it? Was it not exceptionally 
fortunate for Prussia that such a man was at hand at the 
moment, his reputation at its height and his vigour not yet 
diminished? 

To this man at this moment the offer of a diplomatic 
post where it was almost certain that nothing could be 
achieved may well have seemed little better than an insult, 
and perhaps malignant as well as insulting, for it not only 
conferred upon him no real power, but at the same time it 
sent him out of the country where even without power he 
might have exerted a commanding influence. What may 
have been the real motive that determined the offer? This 
we can only conjecture. 

Hardenberg might well be excused for not choosing to 
give place to Stein; he might without extravagant vanity 
think that his services had been as great, and having steered 
the State through its tempests he might refuse to quit the 
helm now that fair weather was come. But could he not 
divide his power with Stein? Might not the two statesmen 
resume the old friendly relation in which they had stood to 
one another during the war of 1806, and Hardenberg return 
to his original portfolio of Foreign Affairs, allowing Stein 
to preside over the work of internal re-organisation? It is 
very possible that such an arrangement, which occurs readily 
to a reader, might have seemed to those most closely con- 
cerned utterly out of the question, We saw in the early 
part of 1807 how impracticable it was found to make a 
harmonious Government out of equal Heads of Departments. 
A dictatorship had been found necessary, and in 1810 it had 
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even been thought advisable to giveit a formal character by 
creating the office of Chancellor of State. We can easily 
believe that two men, both so great and one so irritable as 
Hardenberg and Stein, could not now have pulled together 
as they did in 1806. But we are to remember that the 
decision did not rest with Hardenberg alone. 

The King had endured Stein, and even to a certain 
extent seemed to grow attached to him in 1808. But those 
were times of trial. Now he was naturally looking forward 
to repose, and to send for Stein was at no time the readiest 
way to procure that. Moreover, we are to remember what 
offence Stein had given by his audacious proceedings at 
Kénigsberg in 1813. 

But apart both from Hardenberg and from the King there 
were already signs of the approach of an intense reaction in 
Prussia. The French party of Berlin, which might be thought 
to have been crushed by the course and issue of the war, 
soon began to be more influential than ever. The King 
soon began to lean to them and Hardenberg to be carried 
away by their ascendancy. Thus we can discern three 
distinct influences which may have operated to keep Stein 
at a distance, but in what proportions they operated, or 
which was the decisive influence, I cannot discover. Stein 
himself however seems always to have ‘ascribed the result 
to Hardenberg’s jealousy. As late as 1829 | find him telling 
the story thus to Gneisenau: 


‘When I returned from Russia in 1813, H. v. Hardenberg was at the head 
of affairs; he had ability and ready apprehension, but his pride, his immorality, 
his spirit of intrigue sought only subalterns and tools, not independent col- 
leagues with ideas of their own; he surrounded himself with people of the 
former kind and repelled whatever threatened him with opposition or differ- 
ence of opinion. Hence I too was not only not asked whether I wished to 
return inte the service from which Thad been expelled by a foreign Power, 
but all through the years :8r3—x815, while I resided at the Russian Head- 
quarters or at the place of meeting of the Cabinets, there was a careful reti+ 
cence about all things and persons which concerned the intemal Departments. 
‘Then in 18r4 the new Ministry completely subordinate to H. v, Hardenberg 
was formed, and later, in the antumn of 1815, the post of Representative at 
the Diet was offered to 


cuar. 1] NEW PHASE OF GERMAN POLITICS. 109 


But as Stein’s opinion of Hardenberg was probably in 
his later years unjustly severe, it perhaps deserves considera- 
tion whether Hardenberg’s dislike of equal colleagues did not. 
spring from an honest conviction that the more monarchical 
form of administration was preferable, 

Honours meanwhile which carried no consequences the 
Prussian Government did not refuse to Stein. At a great 
festival in honour of the Peace and of the Orders of Knight- 
hood, which was held at Berlin on January 17th and 18th, 
1816, and at which new Knights of the great Prussian Orders. 
were created, the absent Baron vom Stein was named first 
and alone as created Knight of the Order of the Black 
Eagle. After him, as receiving the Red Eagle, appeared 
Beyme, Grolmann, Schén, Vincke and others. The insignia 
were sent to Stein, then residing at Frankfurt, with a letter 
from the King himself and another from Hardenberg. Stein 
perhaps shook his head when he read in the latter “how 
much the writer had wished to be able to connect him with 
Prussia by another sort of tie,” but he wrote a grateful 
answer, in which he said that “the tie which bound him 
most closely to the Prussian State and its honoured Ruler 
was the views and feelings which had sprung up in an 
official service of 30 years, and the conviction that the 
preservation of the German Fatherland is inseparable from 
the well-being of the Prussian State, and the wisdom and 
stability of its constitution.” The faithful old Scheffner 
who, as we remember, had been the first to welcome Stein 
to his dictatorship in 1807, and had begged for him the very 
honour at his retirement in 1808 now bestowed on him, was 
still living to congratulate him on the “just recognition of 
his great, great, great services,” and to send him the papers 
which proved that the first suggestion had been his. 

And thus began for Stein the first period he had ever 
_known of prosperous leisure. He threw himself into the 
rearrangement of his private affairs. His estate of Birnbaum, 
which perhaps while he looked forward to living much at 
Berlin seemed not inconveniently situated, now appeared to 
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him too distant. He desired a position which might not be 
too remote from Nassau, and at the same time might enable 
him to keep up his connexion with Prussia. He had no taste 
for town-life. His racy political eloquence, which his friends 
valued, did not give himself such pleasure that he ever 
sought a scene for displaying it. He loved solitude and 
looked back with special fondness to that time in his life 
when he had “tasted the delight of solitude in a beautiful 
country.” This happiness he had enjoyed in Westphalia, 
the scene of his noviciate in statesmanship, where he had 
made his first essays in Reform. And now he saw his way 
to become a Westphalian. Through his friend Kunth he 
heard of an estate called Cappenberg on the Lippe not 
very far from that County Mark which he had once known 
so well. It had an old mansion conspicuously placed upon 
a hill above the river. There had once been Counts of 
Cappenberg, from whom the land had passed into ecclesias- 
tical hands, and now in consequence of one of the numerous 
secularisations which the age had witnessed it belonged to 
the royal domain. This estate Stein succeeded by the King’s 
permission, granted June 21st, 1816, in procuring as an 
exchange for Birnbaum. In the autumn of that year he was 
engaged in taking possession. The large mansion was in a 
ruinous state, the condition of the woods admitted of much 
improvement, and all improvement was fettered by the 
complicated rights arising out of those commonalties of 
which he had heard so much in his public life. Fora year or 
two he had perhaps no more serious occupation than the care 
of his estate, and he passed much time with his forester in 
perambulating—it seems he was a capital walker—the woods 
which had become his own. As in Cavour, Bismarck, and 
so many English politicians, we see in Stein an example of 
the sort of connexion that exists between statesmanship and 
land-ownership. 

He amused himself at the same time with the tower which 
he was adding to his house at Nassau, and by which he in- 
tended to commemorate the War of Liberation. His visitors 
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at Nassau were taken to see this building while it was in 
progress, and the bookseller Perthes of Hamburg made him 
laugh good-humouredly by calling it a Zwing-Uri, When it 
was finished he furnished it with portraits and busts and with 
a small select library of German history. The tower still 
stands there. Such memorial structures seldom satisfy the 
critical and half-informed tourist; but Stein seems to have 
enjoyed the gratification of his fancy and to have taken real 
pleasure in his plaything when it was finished. It had a 
room in which he sat often, as Arndt remembered, who 
writes thus long after his death (1842): 


T have just come from the tower of the old chivalrous Imperial Baron. 
There I saw, in the same place where it hung half'a generation ago, the por- 
trait of Scharnhorst; it reminded me affectingly how the old man, when he 
showed this sanc tr of his to his friends, always pointed to this picture first. 
More than once has this happened to me, though he knew that Fhad known 
the great man in life. He would himself generally stand for a while as if in 
devotion before this picture, and gaze at it with an impressive solemnity. 
‘There you saw the son of the German Imperial Knight, standing in fit posture 
‘of respect before the son of the German peasant. Often the venerable old 
aman sat in these rooms in his hours of solitude, Here he would receive and 
write letters, and at times take an old volume from his smaller library w! 
stood behind him, when in some matter of the national history he wanted 
of names, perhaps to prove something to a friend or to refresh hisown memory. 
This small tower-library was his Selecta containing the rare books on German 
History, Collections, Original Documents, &e. 


The reader will see that large public feeling and no 
mere personal pride suggested this monument, and that the 
conception of it was part of a great plan in which Stein 
took the lead of all his contemporaries, that of arousing a 
distinctively German patriotism. But what is this which 
Arndt tells us about national history? We have known 
Stein as a reader of history, but not hitherto as an actual 
antiquarian student of it, living among historical collections 
and documents. For a full explanation of this the reader 
must be pleased to wait a little, 

These first years of the Peace were perhaps the happiest 
that Stein knew after his youth. Complete triumph and 
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restoration both for himself, for his adopted country 
Prussia, and for the country of his heart Germany, this 
would have been enough for most men, who when ambition 
is satisfied desire repose. Stein no doubt would have felt 
happier with the care of a kingdom upon his shoulders, but 
as it was those who saw him about this time were struck 
with his brightness, cheerfulness and happy faith in Provi- 
dence. Among these was Perthes, the well-known book- 
seller of Hamburg, who in the course of a journey which he 
took in 1816 in order to examine the state of the booksell- 
ing trade in the South, and push his plan of a copyright 
which should run through the whole of Germany, visited 
him at the beginning of August. 


He received me very cordially as an old acquaintance, from our meeting 
in December 1813, and gave the word of command to sitdown. ‘You are 
for Vienna: what do you want there, and what do you want with me 
Stein, if you do not know distinctly what you mean, you will certainly find 
yourself very speedily out of doors again, I explained my views in few 
words; he entered into the matter at once with intelligence and interest. 


Then he asked after the Senate of Hamburg, and hoped 
it had gained some new blood since he knew it. Then he 
talked of the progress the Prussian administration made in 
its mew Rhine Province, taking a cheerful view of the 
matter. “Not but what both in and out of Prussia plenty 
of follies were still committed, but so it has always been 
and always will be in the world. Yet in Frankfurt too you 
will see that good is preparing for Germany, and that is 
fortunate for Europe, for the old champions of freedom, the 
English, will hardly continue to be so much longer.” 
(Those were the Castlereagh days.) Then they went to see 
the tower, as mentioned above, and when Stein shook 
Perthes’ hand, “I left him,” says Perthes, “gladdened to 
see a man who, after such great experiences, is still so open 
to all impressions, and looks forward with such high 
courage to the future, although he missed his aim so often 
and so often had to sacrifice the good he wanted to a 
Prince’s will or a majority in the Council of Statesmen.” 
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This sanguine cheerfulness was to be clouded, before 
many years had passed, by the disappointing turn which 
German politics took, as well as by the advance of old age. 
Meanwhile he must have been cheered by the bustle of 
fresh political life which went on all around him, and which 
from his connexions and reputation affected him more than 
most people. One little constitutional struggle raged in 
Nassau close to his doors; he heard of another from his 
sister who lived in Hessen-Cassel; his frequent visits about 
this time to Frankfurt brought a third, which convulsed the 
Imperial City, under his notice; we have already seen him 
closely watching a fourth, that of Wurtemberg; a fifth in 
Baden interested him also. Meanwhile the new Federal 
Constitution was getting under way at Frankfurt—I suppose 
it was on this account that he visited that town so often— 
and of course Prussian politics came home to him more 
than those of any other German State. I shall not try to 
entice the reader into this intricate maze. It will be 
enough for us to watch the course of the greater States, of 
the Confederation and Austria and especially Prussia, Let 
us look first at Prussia. 

A Parliament, besides making government popular, has 
an indirect operation which is seldom remarked. By 
bringing together into one society, during the session, the 
most considerable persons from all parts of the country, it 
destroys local or provincial parties. In Prussia, before 
there was a Parliament, we find that the parties are pro- 
vincial. Already we have seen traces of this. Stein’s West- 
phalian notions were dreaded at Berlin when he first 
became Minister, and in Schén we have seen the intense 
East-Prussian fanaticism. We have observed that the 
French party during the war has been in like manner local; 
it has appeared always as the party of Berlin. Much there- 
fore has always depended upon the King’s place of resi- 
dence for the time. At Memel and Kénigsberg he was a 
Reformer, but it had been feared in 1808 that he would 
cease to be so on his return to Berlin, Affairs now actually 
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enter into a new phase through the ascendancy of the party 
which having its head-quarters at Berlin is properly the 
party of the Brandenburg noblesse. 

We remember their struggle with Hardenberg in 1812. 
At that time Stein had characterised them with his usual 
emphasis: 


‘What can you expect from the inhabitants of those sandy steppes, those 
smart, heartless, wooden, halfeducated people, cut out for nothing but cor- 
porals and calculators... conceited egoistic sciolists, fellows that think only 
of places, privileges, increased salaries? 


And again in a passage which marks curiously both the 
strongly local character of the Prussian parties of that time, 
and Stein’s almost Wordsworthian estimate of the effect of 
scenery on character: 


It is a misfortune for the Prussian State that the capital is situated in the 
Electoral Mark. What impression can those dry flats make on the minds of 
their inhabitants? what power can they have to rouse or exalt or cheer it? 
what do they tell off Scanty subsistence, joyless brooding over the impotent 
ground, limited means, petty ends! Do not talk to me of Frederick the Great: 
the Hohenzollerns are Suabians: their race has been propagated through 
women of foreign extraction, and what have the horse-races of the Neustadt 
to do with the thick-headed miserable country horses of the Mark? What can 
these conceited selfish sciolists do but dress up and whitewash their vulgar 
notions and proceedings in metaphysical verbiage? 


This party during the war had appeared as at once the 
French party and the Conservative party. It is a striking 
difference between Prussia and England in that age, that 
whereas here opposition to France went along with Conser- 
vatism, in Prussia it was closely connected with Reform. 
The same party which so bitterly resisted Stein’s scheme of 
insurrection opposed also his Emancipating Edict and his 
Town. Ordinance. After the Peace of course we hear no 
more of their French policy. Of this nothing remains but 
a bitter feeling of enmity to those who had taken the lead 
in the War of Liberation. They are now simply a party of 
reaction against the reforms of Stein and Hardenberg and 
against the spirit which those reforms have called into exist- 
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ence. They are dangerous, partly because the King lives 
amongst them, but partly also because the last turn of affairs 
had favoured them. The return of peace naturally arrested 
a popular policy which only war had made necessary, and 
which was equally in conflict with the tradition of Frederick 
the Great and with the tenor of Frederick William’s earlier 
and more prosperous years. It was to be expected from his 
character that he would fall into the hands ofa reactionary 
party as soon as the pressure of difficulty was removed; his 
tenacious grasp of absolute power, confirmed now by the 
splendid fortune quae sera tamen respexit inertem, could not 
‘but lead to a certain jealousy of great ability and preference 
for courtier-statesmen. 

In 1812 Hardenberg had been obliged to take some lead- 
ing members of the French party, Wittgenstein, Biilow and 
Hatzfeld, into his Ministry. Wittgenstein was now Minister 
of Police, and was destined to play the same part in the se- 
cond half of Frederick William’s reign, which in the first had 
fallen at different times to Haugwitz, Kalkreuth, and Nagler. 
‘The bitterness his new ascendancy excited, coming right 
across the fresh enthusiasm of victory, makes him the Bute 
of Prussian history. While the second Treaty of Paris was 
being negotiated the apple of discord had been thrown 
among the Prussians by a small pamphlet, On Political 
Societies, of which the author was a well-known Berlin jurist, 
Theodor Schmalz, brother-in-law to Scharnhorst. It con- 
tained a criticism of an account of the Tugendbund which 
occurred in a Chronicle for the year 1808 by Venturini, and 
in addition some remarks, from which the following is a se- 
lection: 


The Bund itself was afterwards abolished by authority. But other 
Icagues soon afterwards formed themsclycs, unperceived perhaps, out of the 
fragments of it, and of the others above-mentioned. They deserve praise if 
their object is liberation of the country from foreign oppression, execration if 
they aim at influencing us at home without the King’s consent, But the ex- 
istence of such leagues spreads alarm among the citizens of all German 
countries, and fills the loyal citizen of the Prussian state with disgust. From 
such leagues come the valgar attacks upon other Governments, and the sense- 
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less declamations about the union of all Germany under a single’Government 
(in a representative system as they call it); a union contrary to the uniform 
tendency of the genius of all German peoples, in behalf of which however de- 
votion to these separate dynasties is now to be suppressed in every German 
breast by mockery and mutiny. They corrupt the most sacred principles of 
morality by teaching us to transgress impiously substantial and definite duties 
in favour of imaginary, more general, and so, as they make out, higher duties. 
As the Jacobins used to put forward humanity, they put forward Germanism, 
to make us forget the oath by which each of us is bound to his Prince. . .. Yet 
Germany has no need to be afraid of them.... No doubt they boast mest 
audaciously of what they, the members of the Leagues, accomplished in 1813 
in rousing the Prussian nation to enthusiasm, whence a dread might arise that 
they would be able torouse both Prussia and the rest of Germany for these 
objects also. But the simple fact is, that they say most audaciously what is 
not true when they boast of having roused the Prussian nation. There was no 
trace among us in 1813 of such enthusiasm, nor of any enthusiasm roused by 
them. The fact was as follows. The people felt bitterly the oppression of 
their country, but it awaited in quiet strength the King’s signal. When in 
3832 the alliance with France was concluded, which saved us and through us 
all Europe, these people poured out out declamations and threats, and 
made all sorts of effort. But the people against its wish obeyed the com- 
mands which the King against his wish gave, In February and March of 
8x3 no declamatory paper had appeared, not a word had been spoken by 
them when the King issued his Appeal, and in answer to this Appeal the 
whole nation instantaneously rose as onc man, ‘No enthusiasm; everywhere a 
quiet, and therefore so much the stronger sense of duty. All ran to arms and 
to-every kind of activity, just as, from the ordinary sense of civic duty, when 
the cry of Fire is raised one hurries to extinguish the flames. Precisely here 
lay the beauty, nobleness and grandeur of this truly German spirit, that no 
one seemed to be doing anything particular when he made the greatest sacri~ 
fices. Everyone felt that it could not be otherwise... . But if these leagues 
mean no such great harm, if they do not aim at filling the German Govern- 
ments with suspicion against each other or bringing in general or special con- 
stitutions against the will of the Princes; if they aim at nothing but uniting the 
best heads . . . in order to put themselves and their friends into administrative 
office, still it is inconceivable how loyal and rational men can enter such 
leagues. Even those who give themselves credit for intellect and power 
enough to guide such leagues, even those who really have intellect and power 
enough and magnanimity enough to aim at nothing but what is great and 
noble, even they should feel how their hest force is palsied by nothing so 
much as this clique-work. ‘The greater and better will fall under the leader 
ship of the small and base. ... The giant in the fable was involved in all the 
quarrels of the dwarf. 


The pamphlet ends with an indignant assertion that 
Scharnhorst, the author’s connexion, had had no part either 
in the Tugendbund or in any other secret society, 
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This publication only fills 16 pages, but it created a great 
sensation over Germany and opened a new chapter in Prus- 
sian history, because its author was rewarded with Orders 
not only by the King of Wiirtemberg but by the King of 
Prussia, who moreover acted without the advice of Harden- 
berg. When a torrent of answers had been poured out, 
Niebuhr and Schleiermacher contributing the pamphletsfrom 
which I have quoted in the chapter on the Tugendbund, the 
King on January 6th, 1816, prohibited any further discussion 
of the subject, When in the midst of such a controversy 
silence is imposed by a higher authority both upon the ac- 
cusation and the apology, it is easy to see which side the 
higher authority favours. 

It will be observed that Schmalz lays down two distinct 
propositions, the one that the party of popular initiative had 
been both mischievous and contemptible in the war, the 
other that the schemes of the same party since the war were 
revolutionary and amounted to a sort of new Jacobinism, in 
which the German nationality took the place of humanity in 
the old Jacobinism. The first proposition accused the heroes 
of the War of Liberation, and none more than Stein, for he 
if any one had outrun the King’s authority; but the second 
proposition “went by him like the idle wind,” for he was 
pledged, now that the war was over, to no revolutionary 
schemes whatever, not even to any large plans of reorgani- 
sation. The movement for which Schmalz gave the signal 
was in like manner directed partly against persons, partly 
against opinions. It assailed and threw suspicion on the 
persons with whom Stein had been most closely connected; 
but besides this it brought into currency a system of anti- 
revolutionary doctrine which, though generally adverse in 
spirit to his reforms, was not wholly opposite to his views, 
indeed in some respects was in clear agreement with them. 
Hence he takes up a sort of middle position, regarding the 
ascendant party with strong dislike, but at the same time 
standing quite aloof from the vague liberalism which had 
begun to spread through Germany, and which, though he 
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more than any one had called it into existence, he by no 
means approved in the new form it had taken. 

A letter to Gneisenau, dated February 19th, 1816, brings 
together the two aspects of his position: 


Your Excellency’s letter does not cheer me. ‘The Chancellor has suc 
ceeded beyond expectation in creating a Ministry that hampers him, in sur- 
rounding himself with people who neither serve nor reflect credit on him, and 
from a shallow calculating egoism in endangering everything good. 

He will give it up, and I look for nothing. 

Burke is indeed very voluminous. Your Excellency should stick to the 
Letter on the French Revolution; it contains a rich store of maxims and prin- 
ciples on constitutional and administrative politics, the result of fifty years 
labour of a Member of Parliament who shone most brilliantly in that honour- 
able assembly and bore a conspicuous and most influential part in all the great 
affairs in which it was concerned, 


The following letter from his old friend Sack, now 
Superior President at Aix-la-Chapelle, gives us a view of 
the persecution to which his friends now began to be sub- 
jected by the new party—it reminds us of the storm which 
fell on the Whigs when Bute came into office: 


‘When you wrote to me from Frankfurt you had not yourself yet leamt 
from conversation with the Chancellor, what tricks my old enemies the Hatz- 
feld-Schuckmann-Wittgenstein clique at the head of the other Obscurantists 
had played me. The frivolous, utterly selfish Westphalian Minister B(Glow) 
with his squire or rather his master R., who were hurt because 1 did not re- 
ceive them in the Province French shows and escort them through 
for which reason too they did not go to Diisseldorf,—were casily drawn into 
the clique, and so the Chancellor could not resist. ‘Thereupon appeared, in 
regular Napoleonic fashion, on Decr. 30th in the Official Gazette an announce- 
ment that I was transferred to Swedish Pomerania; not till the 28th did I get 
the Order of Cabinet of the roth announcing that H. v. Ingesleben was sent 
to Coblenz as Superior President over the Governments of Coblenz, Tréves 
and Aix-la-Chapelle, Count Solms-Laubach over those of Cologne, Diisseldorf 
and Cleve, to reside at Cologne, and that E was transferred to Stettin for that 
Government and the Government of Céslin, without a word of explanation. 
As Ido not think I have deserved such treatment by thirty years of service, 

ich Ihave served King and State with the greatest devotion, and by an 
administration of two years about which I may boldly ask whether it could 
have been conducted better, where in an advanced post and with the greatest 
difficulties to surmount, I yet won the confidence of the whole people and 
have reconciled it to the Prussian State as no onc has ever done before,--I 
hought it my duty to the province for which such a wretched arrangement is 
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announced and felt myself bound in honour to unfold to the King the intrigue 
of the Obscurantists and the Stupids against me, and have now declared that 
I must send in my resignation if the King refuses to restore me to my post at 
Disscldorf and make a diffcrent arrangement . . . . The Schuckmann-Wittgen- 
stein Obscurantists found this quite apropos, and have probably done me the 
honour to put me at the head ofa party of opposition to the King here because 
—Gorres, Arndt and Keppe live in my Government! Your Excellency has 
not been attacked, nay was decorated with the others on the 18th—I would 
congratulate you if you were not in such bad company, ¢. ¢. a Crelinger and 
other Jew fellows! But friend Gneisenau thinks that all those who have done 
the most important services will be persecuted as enemies of the State, In 
all circumstances I shall be true to my maxim, Tu ne cede malis sed contra 
audentior ito, cure of the approbation of all the honest and able, and therefore 
of yours, 


But much as Stein disliked the anti-popular party he had 
no sort of taste for Liberalism in its new form. That is, he 
had no taste for loose journalism, for what he called meta- 
politics, nor perhaps much taste for government by assem- 
blies. It was not perhaps so much a vote for everybody 
that he had desired as executive responsibility for as many 
as possible; but at the same time he threw the blame of the 
wildness that began to infect Liberalism upon the jealous 
Governments which would not allow it to become practical, 
Here are his reflexions on the famous scenes of the Wart- 
burg Festival of 1817, addressed to a Weimar Minister, 
v. Gersdorff: ® 


Iquite agree with you that there was no ground for forbidding the as- 
sembly of the young people: it had a good and noble purpose, to rouse and 
sustain patriotic feelings, and apply a remedy to the frivolity of the Students’ 
Associations, but the young people shouldeither have been left to the guidance 
of their own good sense and honourable feeling, or else a few sensible and 
respectable Jena Professors whom they could respect should have been 
Joined to them, instead of exposing them to the influence of a couple of fools 
like Fries and Oken, who excited and misled many of the young minds, the 
one by mystical, metapolitical, anarchical nonsense, and the other a little less 
coarsely by his democratical scurrilitics orally expressed. 

Freedom of the Press is a great blessing, but as yet it has not produced 
any very valuable results in Weimar, and those apostles of equality, Luden, 
Martin, Oken, Wieland, &c. are not fit to be teachers of the nation; they 
serve up the bad food of the French democrats, want to level everything, and 
dissolve all civil society intoa great fluid broth. Freedom of the Press how- 
ever is very different from freedom of teaching, and nothing entitles the public 
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teacher appointed by the State to preach murder, insurrection and destruction 
of everything ancient and traditional, and I would expel Fries from his chair 
as a thoroughly crude hollow unsound babbler. 

It must be confessed that the principal cause of the ferment in Germany 
is to be found in the conduct of our Princes and Governments. ‘They are the 
true Jacobins, they allow the lawless condition in which we have lived since 
1806 to continue, and provoke and keep alive discontent and bitterness, they 
disturb the development and improvement of the human mind and character 
and smooth the way for the Anarchists to universal destruction. We can and 
may depend on the good and rational disposition of the people, of our nobles, 
‘our good citizen class and our peasants; may but our sars-endoéée authors and 
organising bureaucrats not succeed in trampling the first into the dist, spoiling 
the second by patents, and the last by divisibility of holdings, and dissolving 
everything into a broth of vain, book-making, popular orators and adventurers 
and a rabble of day-lahourers both in town and country! Against this an omni- 
potent and benevolent Providence will protect us. 


This letter certainly shows Stein in a new light. We 
recognize his usual manner in the paragraph about the con- 
duct of the Princes and Governments, but in the rest we 
come upon a vein of Conservatism which Stein has never 
shown before, and in the last paragraph we find something 
like a matured Conservative creed. The persons attacked 
are journalists and Professors of Jena who, under the shelter 
of the liberal Duke of Weimar and of the Constitution he 
had just given, were beginning to rouse and organise public 
opinion. It was characteristic of Germany that these first 
signs of political consciousness came from a University, and 
that Professors took the lead in the new movement. Luden 
had commenced the Nemesis in 1814; Oken the Isis in 1816; 
‘Wicland’s People’s Friend began a little later. Fries, as 
Professor, taught a new political creed founded on the phi- 
losophy of Kant. Stein was assuredly not wrong in calling 
the new school metapolitical, and he might well wonder, 
particularly as the phenomenon was new to him, what would 
come of the diffusion of notions so vague and idealistic, 
but it appears that he was quite unjust in charging them 
with favouring sediticn or revolution. “Never,” says Ger- 
vinus, “has there been a more innocent Press;” and he 
adds, “Stein cannot have given himself the trouble of as- 
certaining its real character!” 
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I cannot but remark parenthetically upon the disagree- 
able shock which an Englishman experiences when he finds 
University Professors treated by Stein as “public teachers 
appointed by the State” and accountable to the Administra- 
tion on the footing of Government officials. 

Nevertheless in the tone Stein here takes there is nothing 
really new or inconsistent with his character as a Reformer. 
He had always been an official and had looked at liberty 
from the point of view of the Government. So long as it 
was imparted by the Government and served to strengthen 
public action, he was heartily in favour of it; but we saw in 
the case of the Tugendbund that he had a great horror of 
anything like a Jacobin Club, that is, of discussion of politics 
unregulated by the State and uncontrolled by a definite 
sense of responsibility. In other words, he was in favour of 
liberty, but was exceedingly anxious that Germany should 
not take the same road to it as had been taken by France, 

As we have mentioned the Duke of Weimar, we may 
insert here a description by Arndt of a meeting between 
him and Stein at Cologne in the autumn of 1815*. Arndt 
acted as Cicerone in showing to the Duke the antiquities of 
the place, and spent more than one evening with “the two 
great people.” 

‘They were on perfectly easy terms(he writes), almost like old chums; the 
Imperial Baron not for a moment inferior to the higher-born Prince, But, 
what was curious, when serious subjects were spoken of or only pointed at or 
lightly alluded to, as happens in easy conversation, Stein seemed always the 
Prince and the other often not much more than a servant, , . . He seemed here 
merely the easy scoffer and mocker or hypercritical sceptical annotator and 
commentator, a Mephistopheles who perhaps oftener dragged Goethe down 
than raised him up. It was also odd that he had ever an itch to provoke Stein 
and amuse himself, as it were, with his irritability, for he remained himself 
through all the fiery blows and counterblows of the Baron in princely indiffer- 
ence like one of the gods of Epicurus. 

One evening was especially lively. ‘The Duke was fresh from Stuttgart, 
from his fat cousin. Full of the impressions of the last few weeks be began to 
revile the Wiirtemberg Estates, how the fat King was right not to grant such 


* Itseems to be by aslip of the pen that in “ Meine Wanderungen, &c,,” 
. 297, he puts the meeting in r8r7. 
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claims as they made, all this with the regular terms of pettifogging scriveners 
and attorneys. Then Stein spoke: ‘ Your Royal Highness may be right in 
some respects, I will not stand up for all the arts and tricks of all the scri- 
veners and attorneys in the world, but in this matter you speak and feel as a 
Prince: but the King of Wartemberg should not forget that Napoleon could 
not give him what was not his own; the Wirtembergers, the towns with their 
burgomasters and clerks made the small Count of Teck into a Duke by buying 
outand up the Imperial Immediate Nobles, and so winning and rounding off 
the country. They had their rights and liberties as Estates, and it is only 
those that they want and ask back." 

‘Then strayed the conversation for a little to reports spread by the news: 
papers. The Hamburg paper had announced among other things that ‘the 
English were beginning again to beat the recraiting-drum among them for 
their West Indian colonies,” and the Duke thought it an excellent thing, for 
‘it would rid Germany of scamps and rogues and mad Jacobin puzzle-heads 

ides, of which we had too many.” The Knight interrupted him, ‘Your 
Highness may be right that it is no harm for many wild fellows to feel the 
wind about their ears in some foreign country, but many innocent lads too are 
seduced by those recruiters and entrapped to die miserably in the marshes and 
rice-fields of the tropical world and never see their native country again. But 
there is a point of honour to be considered too, which I would point out to 
you and which in these days our German princes should really begin to learn 
from foreigners. He who should beat such a drum in England and France 
would be instantly seized and punished in purse and person and perhaps put 
for two or three years into a cell where neither sun,nor moon are seen.” 


The conversation then settled on Zacharias Werner, the 
romanticist poet, who by this time had turned catholic 
priest, and who, as readers of Carlyle’s Essays know, was 
mourned at his death by three widows at once: 


‘The Duke told a number of disagreeable anecdotes about the poet, who 
had lived under his eyes at Weimar for some time, all in his easy-going loose 
way, So that the Baron’s crest began to swell, “The poor fellow,” said the 
Duke, “had got it into his head that in a kind of material transmigration of the 
soul he was to make a passage through all conceivable female naturcs until he 
should find the one whom God had created especially for him, It was his 
poetical physiology." ‘Poetical! broke in Stein, “you should have said 
princely!” ‘The Duke ended with the moral that in point of fact every man 
had done the same: ‘you too”"—he turned to Stein—“have, I dare say, not 
always lived like a Joseph.” “If it were so,” answered Stein, “that concerns 
no one, but I have always had a hatred of dirty conversation, and I do not 
think it proper for a German Prince to talk in this way before young officers" 
-—there were several present along with the older men, ‘Phe Duke was silent, 
and there followed a death-like stillness. After a few minutes the Duke 
passed his hand across his face ancl continued the conversation as though no- 
thing had happened; but the company had been hot and cold by turns, And 
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Colonel v. Ende was heard to say afterwards that he would rather stand the 
fire of two batteries than take a part for long in such conversation, while Count 
Solms Laubach, Superior President of the Rhine Province, exclaimed, “How 
he does go on with Princes! I feel quite hot still, 1 was in mortal fear that 
there would be a scene.” 


Arndt adds that in his opinion there had been an ex- 
cellent scene. 

Thus we see Stein speaking as a leader of opposition to 
Princes, but at the same time renouncing all connexion with 
the newer school of liberal journalism and protesting against 
such a dissolution of the old form of society as seems to 
him to be promoted by it. His political creed evidently 
enters into a new phase with the Peace. During the war 
we have known him as a bold Reformer, but peace has 
altered the conditions of the problem. It becomes important, 
therefore, to ascertain precisely what his new opinions are. 

Two large questions now occupied the public mind. The 
first was the system of popular representation which was to 
be introduced into Prussia. The second was the main- 
tenance or abolition of that triple division of society into 
noblesse, citizens and peasants, which had received so 
serious a shock from Stein’s Emancipating Edict. 

The first question had been put before the public in the 
most formal manner by the Government itself. On May 
2and, 1815, that is while the Congress was still sitting and 
almost at the moment when it became evident that the 
Federal Act would afford no solid guarantee for constitu- 
tional liberties, the following Ordinance had appeared: 


We, Frederick William, by the Grace of God, &e. 

By our ordinance of the 3oth of March we have decreed for our Monarchy 
a regular administration with regard to the former circumstances of the 
Provinces. 

Although the history of the Prussian State shows that the happy condi- 
tion of civil freedom and the stability of a just administration founded upon 
order was guaranteed as far as is possible in the imperfection and frailty of 
human institutions by the qualities of the Sovereigns and their union with the 
nation, nevertheless that it may he more firmly established, that a pledge of 
our confidence may be given to the Prussian nation, and that the principles 
on which our ancestors and ourself have conducted the government of our 
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realm with anxious care for the happiness of our subjects may be faith 
fully handed down to posterity and durably preserved by means of a written 
document as the Constitution of the Prussian Realm, we have ordained as 
follows: 

§. 1. A Representation of the People is to be established. 

§. 2. For this end the Provincial Estates are (2) to be restored and ar- 
ranged in accordance with the need of the time where they still exist with 
more or less efficiency, (6) to be organized where they do not exist. 

§. 3. Out of the Provincial Estates the Assembly of the Representatives 
of the Country is to be chosen, which shall hold its session at Berlin. 

§. 4. The action of the Representatives of the Country shall extend to 
deliberation upon all subjects of legislation which concern the personal and 
proprietary rights of the citizens of the State including taxation. 

§. 5. A Commission shall be appointed without loss of time to sit at 
Berlin, which shall be composed of intelligent public officials and residents of 
the Provinces. 

§.6, This Commission shall occupy itself with (2) the organization of the 
Provincial Estates, (2) the organization of the Representatives of the Country, 
G) the elaboration of a written Constitution according to the principles laid 
down. 

§. 7. Itshall meet on September 1st of this year. 

$8. Qur Chancellor of State is entrusted with the execution of this 
Ordinance, and shall speedily lay before us the result of the labours of the 
‘Commission. 

He shall name the members of it and shall preside in it, but has permis- 
sion in cases of hindrance to appoint a substitute for himself, 

Authentically under our royal signature with the impression of our royal 
seal attached. Done at Vienna, May 2and, 1815. 

Freperick WILLIAM, 


C. Prince vow Harpenpsrc. 


This document, perhaps the last I shall insert, reminds 
us of the Emancipating Edict which was the commencement 
of the great work of reforming legislation, It has the same 
brevity and comprehensiveness, and no doubt when he 
issued it Hardenberg felt that he had won for himself the 
honour of consummating the great transition of Prussia. His 
courage is to be admired, but in this instance the fates were 
against him. And indeed it may well be doubted whether, 
considering the vast work of territorial reconstruction that 
Jay before Prussia at that moment, it was reasonable to 
pledge the King to so much in addition. The notion of 
Pertz that the step was taken on the urgent advice of Stein 
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seems irreconcilable with Stein’s own statement quoted 
above, that “all through the years 1813—r18rs Hardenberg 
observed a careful reticence towards him about all things 
and persons which concerned the internal Departments.” 

The new party of reaction won their first victory when 
they procured the indefinite postponement of the promised 
Commission. Meanwhile the principle laid down by Har- 
denberg, that the new representative Assembly should be 
founded upon the old institution of Estates, roused into 
motion a vast quantity of dormant Conservatism. Wherever 
Estates still existed they seemed to have gained a new lease 
of life and began to clamour for the maintenance of their 
old privileges. This was particularly the case in West- 
phalia and in the district of Minster. Stein’s favourite 
district, the County Mark, called loudly for the old Consti- 
tution. “We are Markers,” they said, “and love our old 
peculiar Fatherland!” ‘With these local agitations Stein is 
much occupied in these years. 

At last in the spring of 1817 Government began to 
redeem the promises made in the Ordinance of May, 1815. 
On March 20th the Council of State had been formed for 
the first time, not Stein’s Council of State, but, as was 
explained above, a purely Legislative Council. From this 
body the King then proceeded to name the promised Com- 
mission. It consisted of officials, many of whom are now 
known to us, Hardenberg, Prince Radziwill, Gneisenau, 
Brockhausen, Altenstein, Beyme, Kircheisen, Humboldt, 
Bulow, Schuckmann, Wittgenstein, Klewitz, Boyen, General 
Knesebeck, Dean Spiegel, Stagemann, Grolmann, Ancillon, 
Rhediger, Savigny, Eichhorn, Daniels. The Ordinance had 
promised that residents from the Provinces should sit along 
with the officials on the Commission. Accordingly it was at 
first proposed to summon provincial Notables from Berlin. 
But an Assembly of Notables to be followed by a States- 
General brought 1789 too vividly to mind, and on the mo- 
tion of Klewitz it was resolved that the Commission should 
go to the provinces, instead of the provinces sending depu- 
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ties to the Commission. On July 7th the Commission met, 
and Hardenberg read a speech in which he announced the 
King’s readiness to consult the Estates on legislation, but 
at the same time his resolution to grant them only a consul- 
tative position and to exclude them from all interference in 
the administration. Three Commissioners were then selected 
who were to travel into the provinces and collect opinions 
on the two questions, whether it was possible and expedient 
that the peasantry should be represented along with the 
noblesse and the towns, and whether Estates General or 
only Provincial Estates were desired. Thus the question 
of reviving the medieval Estates was prejudged. The 
Commissioners nominated were Altenstein for the Western 
Provinces, Beyme for the Provinces of Prussia and Pomerania, 
Klewitz for Brandenburg, Saxony, Silesia and Poland. 

The French Revolution had taught the profound import- 
ance of the difference between an Assembly of Estates and 
a Representative Parliament. In the latter interests are 
mixed and fused together, so that something which may 
roughly be called the general interest is compounded out of 
them; in the former interests are held distinct and mar- 
shalled, as it were, in battle array against each other, while, 
as no arbitrament is provided, the result is commonly 
nothing but a dead lock. Nevertheless, as the institution of 
Estates had a root in the country, it might be thought better 
to mould them by alterations into a modern Parliament than 
to abolish them and construct such a Parliament in their 
place. The States-General of France had transformed 
themselves very speedily into a National Assembly. Thus 
might a genuine Liberal of the French type, such as Har- 
denberg, reason. But it was possible for the Conservatives 
to arrest this process at an early stage. If Estates should 
be revived, it was still possible to prevent the meeting of 
States-General, for the old Estates had been Provincial. It 
is true that this could not be done unless the King broke 
his promise, for a States-General is most explicitly pro- 
mised in the Ordinance of May, 1815, but it might be pos- 
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sible to represent that the Confederation was interested in 
the matter, and that the King had offered more than he had 
a right to give. For his part, if he determined to yield cither 
reluctantly or gladly to such pressure, it was open to him to 
say that he had not bound himself by any limit of time, and 
under this pretext to adjourn indefinitely the fulfilment of 
his promise. 

And thus the political controversy of the age took shape. 
It will be well to mark here the principal stages through 
which it passed. Hardenberg, it appears, wanted neither 
good-will nor courage to perform all that he had promised; 
nor perhaps in 1815 did the King, The excitement of the 
war still held him, and he had seen, while all his officials 
were wanted in the camp, practical self-government intro- 
duced throughout his kingdom. But the King was more 
subject than Hardenberg to the influence of the Reaction, 
and in 1818 and 1819 the Reaction gained strength every- 
where, The controversy was not confined to Prussia, for it 
had been provided in the 13th Article of the Act of the 
German Confederation that Constitutions on the principle 
of Estates should exist in all states belonging to the Federa- 
tion. From Austria now came a theory, to which Gentz 
lent the support of his name and pen, that this Article had 
a negative as well as a positive force, and that it prohibited 
any Constitution which was not on the principle of Estates, 
and therefore a representative Constitution. If this doctrine 
were admitted, it might be argued that the promise of the 
King of Prussia had been inconsistent with the Act of Con- 
federation, and moreover that the Confederation as coms 
posed of Monarchs was interested in preventing the mon- 
archical principle from being weakened in any German 
State. Accordingly in the Vienna Final Act of May, 1820, 
it is laid down (Article 57) that ‘as the German Confedera- 
tion with the exception of the Free Towns consists of 
Sovereign Princes, it follows from the principle here laid 
down that the entire authority of Government must reside 
intact in the Head of the State, and that by a Constitution 
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As to the form which should be selected for the Constitution we may 
either resolve to create a completely new one or torevive the old forms, which 
have a historical basis, with such alterations as the times may require; the 
latter way is the simpler and easier, It is a transition not a revolution, it sup- 
ports itself on memories, on what is known, it excludes metapolitical questions 
that lead too far, withwhich our unpractical savants and pamphleteers occupy 
themselves, and equally those defecis of the old Constitutions which through 
lapse of time have grown insufferable, exemption from taxation and insufficient 
representation, 


The Reformer of 1807 might go as far as this in wise 
Conservatism without fear of being misunderstood, par- 
ticularly after he had pronounced with such energy in 
favour of further progress. He continues in the same 
strain: 


Its a pernicious opinion that the object of the constitutional negotiations 
in Prussia is the concluding of a new Social Contract; according to that the 
Prussian State would be treated as if it were a colony, as if it had neither 
People nor Prince, neither rights nor duties, and so we should see if nat the 
scenes of 1789 at least the tedious expensive useless ranting tongue-fence 
of the Wirtembergers renewed in Berlin, . . The vain sansculottist scribblers 
should not be allowed without any vocation to lead or perplex our great na- 
tional affairs. 


But we always find that his indignation against those 
who would counsel the King to break his promise of a 
Constitution more than keeps pace with his repugnance 
for those who recommend a Constitution on the French 
model. 

The best general exposition of his views that I know is 
to be found in some comments written in February, 1819, 
on the elaborate and comprehensive essay which had been 
addressed to him by W. v. Humboldt. He begins with 2 
strong expression of confidence in the people. He sets out, 
he tells us, with the conviction that the inhabitants of this 
country are sensible and practical people, trained by a long 
historic life, loyal, brave, pious and thoughtful, that the 
majority of them consist of proprietors of land, either on a 
great, middling or smal] scale, whose habits have been kept 
simple and pure by the occupations of country life and mo- 
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derate possession, and that immorality, frivolous love of 
novelty, or passionate pursiit of enjoyment or wealth do 
not predominate among them. Their power of self-govern- 
ment, he says, was shown in 1806, when the Government 
was completely dissolved from November te July, and yet 
the people then behaved well and showed more patriotism 
than the officials. He then declares that a representative 
Constitution will strengthen the position of the King, which . 
is weak in a regime of officials. As to personal government, 
he says, very few kings really exercise it, and these few 
would be able to do so under a representative Constitution. 
“But,” he goes on, “even vigorous and capable autocrats 
only in rare instances follow their own personal views, com- 
monly they follow those of their officials over whom they 
are contented to preside, and the forms and maxims which 
they find current. This remark applies to Frederick the 
Great and Joseph II.; the former was by no means given to 
arbitrary alteration of what existed, which it would be easy 
for me to prove,””—a remarkable statement, made, be it re- 
membered, by one of Frederick’s own officials—“ the latter, 
because on the contrary he abandoned himself to busy, rest- 
less rage for innovation, was compelled by the general dis- 
content to withdraw many of his designs, which he might 
have carried out with success, as I have often heard very 
intelligent men in Austria say, by moderation, by regard for 
traditional forms and by improvement of them.” In Prussia, 
he adds, an unreasonable opposition is less to be feared 
than elsewhere, because, apart from the well-proved cha- 
racter of the people, it is plain to the meanest understanding 
that to embarrass the Government there is to endanger the 
national independence. 

He proceeds to reject decidedly the plan of an Assembly 
with only consultative powers, to which, as we remember, 
the King had committed himself in 1817; he declares it in- 
consistent with the expectations which had been raised by 
the Ordinance of 1815. The Notables in France had been a 
useless Assembly, so had the Representatives whom Har- 
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denberg had more than once summoned, a laughing-stock 
to the people. In one word, a consultative Assembly is 
either an inert mass, or else a noisy crowd prattling aimlessly 
without dignity or estimation; it will satisfy no one and be 
unanimously censured at home and abroad. Our Assembly 
must not only have a power of decision; it must also have 
an initiative (here Stein goes beyond Humboldt). To refuse 
this right is only to show mistrust, and the Assembly can 
always exercise it practically by disguising it under the form 
of complaint against something that exists or something that 
has been omitted. 

‘The Parliament is to consist of two Chambers, the King 
appointing Life Members to the Upper Chamber. Ministers 
are to take part in the deliberations. 

But it is the constituent body rather than the Parliament 
itself that gives rise to difficulties. The modern conception 
of a Parliament, which was formed by abstraction from what 
the English Parliament had gradually in the course of cen- 
turies become, did not correspond at all to those rudiments 
which were to be found in several Prussian provinces, and 
which it was considered so essential to make use of. The 
modern Parliament is nothing if not representative; its ob- 
ject is to save the citizens themselves the trouble of assem- 
bling to express their own opinions on political affairs. But 
the Prussian Estates had quite another nature, and seemed 
to have quite another object. In them the greater part of 
the nation was wholly unrepresented, while it was equally 
noticeable that the constituent bodies were not districts or 
fractions of the population, but corporations. Now there 
was room for a great difference of opinion on the question 
whether this ancient principle should be retained or aban- 
doned, the principle of composing the Parliament out of re- 
presentatives, not of mere population divided into sections, 
but of organised corporations. 

Stein’s opinion is expressed distinctly as follows: 


Throughout Germany the Body of Estates consisted of three or in some 
parts two Corporations, Clergy, Noblesse and Towns, or else Towns and 
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Noblesse. ‘The great mass of the inhabitants was excluded, because common 
freedom had sunk into clientship, and the insignificance in early times of many 
towns which have since become flourishing deprived them of a place in the 
Diets. ‘This incomplete representation of the interest of the country must be 
remedied not by a new creation, which is always hazardous , which injures the 
interests and rights of many and so causes discontent, and excites without 
satisfying the expectations and passions of all, 


He agrees with Humboldt that the distinction between 
townsmen and country people, caused by the difference 
of their occupations, is a strictly political distinction 
which cannot be disregarded. As to the Noblesse, he 
writes: 


In the Prussian Monarchy it still forms a numerous class of citizens pos- 
sessing large landed property and many important political posts, and in most 
of the provinces it still forms a corporation—it is not scattered or banished or 
crushed or plundered, to the great regret of a part of the democratic school ; 
if we chose now to level it and mow it down with the scythe of equality and 
liberty, a numerous class would be aggrieved, maltreated and stirred to deep 
discontent; the plutocracy and the bureaucracy would be advanced while the 
landed interest would be lowered. But (ae remarks) the exemption of the 
Noblesse from taxation I hold to be an indefensible privilege, mischievous to 
the order itself; it is possessed only in East Prussia, Pomerania, the Electoral 
Mark, and the Prussian part of Saxony, that is, a population of 3,658,000 souls 
or a little more than a third of the whole population. 


Thus we see what he meant above when he spoke of the 
two defects of the old Constitution which had grown in- 
sufferable, exemption from taxation, and insufficient repre- 
sentation, 

Practically his scheme is as follows: 


‘The Noblesse is to form a corporation, and choose deputies to the Second 
Chamber, in which the representatives of the towns and country districts are 
to appear, and out of a part of the noble corporation, the Lords and the higher 
Clergy, an Upper Chamber is to be composed. When I apply these ideas to 
‘Westphalia I find here an excellent peasant-class which the French law of 
division has not yet reduced to poverty, several prosperous towns, and a 
Noblesse consisting of 5 or 6 mediatised and 50 to 60 noble families, of which 
some twenty have a yearly income of hetween x00,000 and 15,000 thalers; 
lastly, one or two bishops and chapters. 


It is evident that he has here the English system in view, 
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a House of Lords composed of greater barons and bishops, 
a House of Commons consisting of representatives of 
counties, drawn partly from the lesser barons, and of bo- 
roughs; only that he adds special representatives of the 
peasant class. 

Let us observe that it is not by any means from blind 
conservatism that he thus tries to build up again the ruins 
of an ancient system. He has before his eyes a definite 
evil, the plague of “metapolitics,” which had broken out in 
all the Universities and in the Liberal Press, and of which 
he did not at all exaggerate the absurdity and perverseness. 
From “the book-making popular orators and adventurers,” 
if they should get into the Assemblies, he expects extra- 
vagances as absurd though not so cruel as those of the 
French Revolution. In order to avoid these he takes refuge 
in property, interest, tradition. Government, we must re- 
member, was in Prussia already philosophical and speculative 
enough, It was much in the hands of thinkers of the type 
of Schén or Altenstein, What it sought in popular assem- 
blies was not new ideas, or an awakening stimulus, but 
rather a closer acquaintance with actual interests, a better 
means of learning “where the shoe pinched.” It is interest- 
ing to notice that Humboldt lays it down as almost self- 
evident that the Estates will represent the principle of Con- 
servatism, and the Government that of Reform; if it had 
been otherwise in some recent cases, as for instance in 
France at the Revolution, such cases he holds to be alto- 
gether exceptional and abnormal. 

So far then Stein’s views seem those of a wise statesman. 
He is heartily in favour of a Parliament for its own sake, 
passionately in favour of it since the honour of the Govern- 
ment has been pledged to grant it, and prepared to give it 
substantial powers. On the other hand he bears in mind 
the great lesson of the French Revolution, that there are 
Parliaments of a most mischievous and pernicious kind, and 
he is most anxious to create one which shall represent the 
common-sense and good feeling of the community rather 
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than its speculative conceit. He is sanguine that the nation 
is at heart discreet and pious, but in the age of Schelling 
and Oken he cannot help confessing that there is as much 
“perilous stuff” in the German mind as Rousseau had ever 
put into the French. How to neutralise the effect of this 
and bring into play only the healthy side of public opinion, 
is for him the problem; and it is not unnatural that he 
should see the solution in a rigid adherence to forms and 
institutions already existing, and in a closer imitation than 
the French had made of the English model. 

Nevertheless this course also was open to an objection. 
True, the French had abolished the old corporations, and 
had not succeeded in making an efficient Parliament without 
them; but it was not certain that a Parliament artificially 
composed out of them at a late period would really resemble 
that English Parliament in which they had grown together 
through many centuries. It was not certain that these 
corporations had vigour enough in Prussia to support the 
burden of new powers and responsibilities, and to give new 
powers is radically different from not taking away old ones. 
Stein had himself dealt these very corporations a mortal 
blow by his Emancipating Edict, which in taking, for 
example, from the noblesse its monopoly of so-called 
knightly estates had destroyed the title on which its privi- 
leges and exemptions rested. Consequently the proposal 
of founding the Parliament upon the ancient corporations 
opened the further question whether those corporations 
could be strengthened and revived. 


There was still a trace of the old character of the noblesse 
in what was called patrimonial jurisdiction. Stein writes: 


The question rises how the constitution of the commune can be brought 
nient relation with the patrimonial jurisdiction. 
ferior authorities through which the State exercises police and 


cither officials appointed directly by itself, 
or municipalities, 
or dominia, landlords, 
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‘The first system was introduced in the Western provinces, from the Weser 
to the foreign frontier (but excepting Thuringia) by foreign authority: it is 
proposed to remedy its inconveniences by introducing the second. But as the 
rights of the landlord are still in force in the Eastern provinces, the question 
rises whether they should be abolished and a perfectly uniform system of 
‘Local Government introduced over the whole State. 

Such a measure would sever the Lond between the landlord and his 
tenants which is in many respects advantageous ; it would be a revolution and 
not a gradual transition such as may be effected more gently, and it increases 
the cost of administration, which at the same time it makes more burdensome 
to the inhabitant by increasing the distance of the official from his resi- 
dence. 

Patrimonial jurisdiction comprises police and justice, the latter was ex- 
ercised cither alone by the manorial judge or by him with the help of the 
Village Court (Dorfgericht) as in Silesia. 

‘How far justice by Patrimonial Village Court deserves to be maintained I 
will leave to lawyers to decide, but my experience convinces me that the 
system adopted in the Western Provinces, by which all disputes however 
petty, the inquest into,all, the most insignificant offences in forest or feld, is 
erected into a formal legal process at the district court, causes intolerable ex- 
pense, delay and loss of time. 


For this reason he will not simply supersede the juris- 
diction of the landlord, but suggests a somewhat complicated 
method by which it might be combined with that of the 
commune, 

Again there was still a trace of the old character of the 
citizen class in the institution of the Guild. Accordingly 
Stein writes; 


In respect of the Guilds I remark that the restoration of them (purged of 
all trade abuses) is urgently necessary, and that they are to be considered as. 
‘an educational institution to train the apprentices and the journeymen to dis- 
cipline and obedience, as an institution of instruction for the acquiremeat of 
good thorough knowledge of the trade and skill in the exercise of it, and as a 
means of hindering thoughtless settlement and premature marriage, the fatal 
root of a worthless population burdensome to the community; also that the 
abolition of unrestricted freedom of engaging in trade, the pernicious system 
of patents, is urgently necessary. 


Once more, the class of peasantry seemed to retain its 


old character so long as it lived in the country and cultivated 
the soil. Accordingly Stein writes: 
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On the maintenance of peasant-holdings and of noble estates in masses of 
proportionate size depends the preservation of a healthy class of country 
people, on which the defence of the country, morality and worth of every 
kind depend. 

‘Through unlimited divisibility (of holdings) the peasant class will be dis- 
solved into day-labourers, rabble, and the noblesse from an independent no- 
Dlesse of property into a noblesse of office and of the Court. 


‘We have now before us the political creed of Stein’s 
latest period, which may at first sight seem very different 
and much less liberal than the creed which is implied in the 
Emancipating Edict and announced in the Political Testa- 
ment. Did he then cease to be a Reformer in his later 
years? 

Observe, first, how ardently he advocates a Parliament, 
and insists that it shall be a real Parliament with a power 
of decision and an initiative. In this point, which certainly 
is fundamental, he betrays no tendency to reaction. 

Observe, next, that in the Political Testament it is plainly 
stated that Stein believed it possible and desirable to main- 
tain the noblesse in some form, and that he introduced into 
the Emancipating Edict a provision expressly intended to 
prevent the absorption of peasant-holdings. 

‘Again, observe that his reason for wishing to maintain 
patrimonial jurisdiction is by no means a repugnance to 
innovation but a repugnance to bureaucracy. He prefers— 
and on the ground not of prejudice but of observation—the 
local magnate to the paid official, and would retain him for 
the very same reason by which he justified one of his boldest 
innovations, the Town Ordinance. The very language in 
which he pleads for patrimonial jurisdiction is identical with 
that in which he advocated local self-government in 1807. 

Perhaps the most unexpected declaration in the above 
extracts, considering that it is made by the author of the 
Emancipating Edict, is that “the abolition of unrestricted 
freedom of engaging in trade, the pernicious system of 
Patents, is urgently necessary.” But we must not suppose 
that he means to recant his old doctrines, or that he would 
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like to revive the restrictions which he himself had abolished. 
Those restrictions had abolished caste, not moral regula- 
tion. He is pointing not to his own legislation, which had 
thrown trade open to the noble and the peasant, but to the 
legislation of Hardenberg, which had freed it from the 
restraints of the guild. In the Edict of December, 1810, it 
had been declared that a Trade Certificate should give its 
holder the right of practising a trade in the whole extent of 
the Monarchy, exempt from interference by any corporation 
or individual. By another Edict, dated September 7th, 1811, 
Hardenberg may be said to have disestablished the guilds, 
that is, he reduced them to voluntary associations deprived 
of all coercive force. 

Now it is no new thing for Stein to oppose the measures 
of Hardenberg. He, and his followers even more than him- 
self, had always regarded the reforms of Hardenberg as too 
French in their character. How he may have regarded this 
particular reform we may gather from the following extracts. 
from a pamphlet published in 1821 *: 


It is not to be denied that there were great abuses in the guild system. It 
impeded entrance into trades more than was good, it created a sort of mono- 
poly which was often oppressive to the rest of the inhabitants; but no more 
than a sensible gardener cuts a tree down which has borne and still bears ex 
cellent fruit, simply because it spreads its branches too wide and will not let 
anything grow under its shade—though he may lop the overgrown branches— 
no more ought we in this case to abolish at once all the ties which have been 
so useful and might continue to be 50. . . « 

I myself used to think it would be very useful to leave it to men's choice 
what trade they would exercise and where, and that unrestricted competition 
was a boon ; but a very short experience has already proved convincingly how 
mischievous this principle is. So many people throw themselves into one and. 
the same trade that they do not find bread but starve together. . .. I must 
mention another great advantage of the guilds which we have now been de- 
prived of. It is well known that they had formerly the right of expelling 
members for disreputable bchaviour. The decision now in such cases falls to 
the judge, who however is by no means ina condition to form so accurate & 
judgment on them as the members of the trade who are so closely concerned. 
Hence the judge often acquits a guilty person (if he is not manifestly con 


* Bilow-Cummerow! Usher die Verwaltung ‘des Staalshanalers Fiirstent 
von Hardenberg, p. 45« 
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vieted) whont his colleagues would have expelled because they have no doubt 
where the judge cannot but doubt. I have known many pernicious examples 
of the kind, and with time the matter grows worse and worse, for people very 
soon learn to behave so that nothing can be proved against them before the 
jndge. 


On the whole we do not find Stein retrograding from the 
position he had held in 1808 on any point, except to some 
extent on the question of patrimonial jurisdiction, where he 
is influenced by his horror of bureaucracy. On the great 
controversy of the age he is staunch. No one more con- 
stantly insists on the necessity of summoning a Parliament 
and giving it substantial powers. But the creed of Liberals, 
as it gradually shapes itself in the hands of journalists and 
popular orators, has too strong a taint of the French “meta- 
political” method to suithim. Self-government, that system 
of unpaid service in local government, which used to be the 
pride of England, though in the present generation we seem 
to have lost our old esteem of it, he prizes highly, all the 
more highly because he had experience of the languid 
bureaucracy which seemed to him the only alternative. Nor 
does he wish to bring in the regime of unrestricted com- 
petition. Unorganised trade, with all its evils of scamped 
work and adulteration, shocks him in prospect, as it has 
shocked so many thoughtful Englishmen in the retrospect. 
But on this point he retracts no opinion. 

Nevertheless he could not always escape the charge of 
deserting his principles. This charge was freely made 
against him by the acrid Liberalism of the next reign, which 
in general accepted Schin’s representation of the Stein- 
Hardenberg period. The strongest fact adduced in proof 
was that one of his greatest admirers, Kunth, had been so 
much shocked by his defence of guilds, that in order to 
conceal the apostasy from posterity, he had committed to 
the flames on his death-bed all the letters he had received 
from Stein in the course of twenty-five years. That the 
letters were burnt is true, but there must have been some 
other reason for burning them, for his controversy with 
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Stein on guilds took place in 1826, and would have been 
sufficiently concealed by burning the letters of three years. 
‘There is no doubt however that Kunth was annoyed by 
Stein’s defence of guilds, and that he did appeal against it 
to the Emancipating. Edict and the Political Testament. 
‘Thus, on receiving from Stein a paper on guilds, written by 
Lamennais in the Drapeau Blanc, he writes as follows: 


Qn the paper in the Drapeau Blanc I should like to be silent, but I will 
not since it comes from you. But I cannot make the use of it you wish, nor 
any use at all. For my own sake I cannot. I hold and shall firmly hold to 
the principles on which our greatest laws since 1807 have been grounded, the 
‘Edict abolishing serfdom, the Town Ordinance, &c., and to the views of the 
noble Turgot, your intellectual kinsman, to the experiences of such men as 
Chaptal, Jouy, and many others, Germans among them, and to my own for so 
many years. Who knows the Abbé de Lamennais? /don’t! But nothing is 
easier than to pen in the study an unctuous pietistic declamation and construct 
4 priori a condition of things which never did norcouldexist....I only wish your 
Excellency would not talk to me on this subject, or else stick to the principles 
you avowed formerly and in your Political Testament, principles to which the 
great majority of your true admirers’ would be deeply distressed to see you 
unfaithful ; all the more as you have been unconnected with the Administration 
for fourteen years, and therefore cannot fully understand the practical work- 
ing of the principle, which you were the first to bring into life among us. 


In the last sentence probably the sting lies. The prac- 
tical effect of Stein’s words at the moment was what pained. 
his old supporters. The words might be defensible and he 
might prove that he had changed no opinion, and yet, 
uttered just then, they might promote the Reaction in a way 
which he in his retirement could not understand. He might 
speak as a political philosopher, but he would be listened 
to as a practical politician. 

Kunth died in 1829. In his last letter to Stein he wrote 
thus: “At the beginning of November twenty-five years 
will have passed since our acquaintance began. Ina very 
short time I had come to regard you as the model of a 
statesman, but very soon too, and ever more and more, I 
learnt to honour and love you as a noble character, and in 
this feeling I have been confirmed by your last letter.” 
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CHAPTER IL 


REACTION. 


‘WHEN we have learned what view Stein took of the 
leading political questions of the new era there is little more 
to be said of politics. We have only to mark the stages by 
‘which Prussia passed out of the Stein-Hardenberg period 
and Stein’s alienation from public life became complete and 
final. 

It is not worth while to linger over the interviews which 
Stein had with Altenstein, when he came in 1817 into West- 
phalia to interrogate public opinion, nor over memorials on 
the position of the Estates, which were presented to Har- 
denberg early in 1818, when he visited the Rhine country, 
signed by the noblesse of Jiilich, Cleve, Berg and Stein’s 
old County Mark, also by those of Minster, although Stein 
signed some of them and was busily occupied for some time 
in the preparation of them. The hopefulness of these years 
was overclouded by the spread of reaction in the course of 
1818, As the murder of the Duke of Berri brought reaction. 
to a crisis in France, so and about the same time was it an- 
nounced to the world in Germany by a startling occurrence. 
Though this occurrence did not bring Stein’s name before 
the public, yet it affected closely some whom he knew, and, 
we mnay say, his own circle. E 

‘When the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle met in the autumn 
of 1818, there was circulated among the members of it, in a 
manuscript form, a pamphlet entitled Mémoire sur l’état 
actuel de l’Allemagne, of which the author was the Molda- 
vian, Alexander y. Stourdza. It advanced a step further the 
work which had been commenced by that of Schmalz on 
Politica} Societies. I give some specimens of its style, 
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Germany is in the bosom of peace: but is she at rest?.. . We content 
ourselves with adducing a few facts which have happened within the last few 
‘years, the sect of Poschel, their fancies and fanatical assemblies, the rising at 
Breslau, the Wartburg disturbances, the bloody dispute of the students at 
Gottingen, the last religious troubles in Saxony, the popular ferment in Suabia, 
and the refusal to pay the public taxes: more than all this the surprising 
phenomenon of emigrations whose course ia all directions has scarcely been 
interrupted up to this day; all these facts unhappily concur to refute the as- 
sertions of those who instead of looking the evil, real as it is, in the face ob- 
stinately persist in denying its existence. 


He then assigns three causes for this inquietude. 


(1) The universal displacement of individuals and of social classes : an im- 
mediate effect of the Revolution. 

(2) The indefinitencss and dissolution of the religious ideas which, as they 
are the first need of suffering humanity, have become the principal weapon of 
passion and error. 

() The ever-increasing sins of public education which, passing all bounds, 
have become of such magnitude that even the most complete fabric of legisla~ 
tion and administration can scarcely any longer remedy them. 


From the first of these evils he finds to have followed 


* (4) an undefined unsatisfied craving for activity which must find its object 
within its own province, ifftis not to spend itself without end on the outward 
world; (2) a striving in the enlightened classes of society after the political 
union of Germany: (3) a clearly expressed discontent in the lower orders, who 
are weary of changing their masters, and overwhelmed by the burden ofa too 
complicated administration, which is far more burdensome than useful to 
populations. This incubus (he adds) has been a legacy of the French to Ger 


many. 


Under the head of dissolution of religious ideas he re- 
marks: 


In some parts of Germany the Christian Church has fallen into a con- 
dition of Iukewarmness and lethargy of internal di 
melancholy contrast to the restless activity it displays in its external relations. 
In other parts the Church has become nothing more than an educational in- 
stitute. 


But the author reserves his most telling blow for the 
abuses of education. Preparatory education, he says, is not 
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ill furnished in Germany, but it only works on the passive 
mass in which Revolutions never begin: 


In Germany everything centres in studies. Poor day-labourers often deny 
themselves necessaries in order to see their children go to the Universities, 
And what are these Universities in the present time? Gothic medieval ruins 
inconsistent with the institutions and wants of the age in which we live, cor- 
porations without fixed type, forming an imperiuie in imperio, they are pos- 
sessed with a spirit of caste and with an inherited presumption which only 
serve to bewilder the young and mislead public opinion, The Universities, 
archives of all the errors of the age, are ever reproducing and immortalising, 
30 to speak, all false theories, all erroneous and deceptive doctrines, when 
contemporaries have mostly been undeceived by a painful experience. ‘They 
are the absolute arbitresses, who determine the future of a nation, and no 
Government calls them to account either for the matter or the form of their 
system of doctrine. In a condition of absolute lawlessness, they approach 
nearer every moment to the abyss of a total dissolution, and if anything yet 
sustains them it is on the one side the tempting charm of so-called ‘academic 
freedom,” and on the other the singular practice of many German Govern- 
ments which persist in regarding a University as a finance speculation which 
gives them the welcome opportunity of attracting money into their country. 

In return for this everything is allowed at the Universities. The young, 
freed from the customary control of laws, plunge into all the excesses which 
can be suggested by intellectual anarchy and corruption of morals. ‘They be- 
gin their career not with the recognition and practice of obedience which alone 
can teach them. properly in time to govern, but at the very age of obedience 
they learn to allow themselves everything, to try every experiment so asin 
riper years to be manly, to think nothing sacred, and in case of need to upsct 
everything. The teachers, for their part, trained in the same maxims and the 
same school, think of nothing in their profession of public instructor but their 
fees and popularity among their pupils. In such hands theology becomes the 
adversary of religion, hermeneutic is simply the desecration of holy Writ, 
medicine presumes in the region of physiology to penetrate with the scalpel 
of the anatomist into the sanctuary of the soul, and the science of law ends 
by admitting the right of the stronger. A fundamental reform of the system 
of education can alone arrest the evil at its source and secure better times 
for Germany. Multitudes of voices are raised to demand this indispensable 
reform, 


He goes on to demand several alterations, of which the 
following are the most important: 


(2) Suppression of those academical privileges which may have had im- 
portance in the middle ages, but are inconsistent with the present condition of 
states. (2) Substitution of municipal for academic police. (3) Fixed course of 
studies, course for each definite vocation, 
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Then follows an attack on the freedom of journalism. 

This pamphlet was important on two accounts. First 
because it was understood, and soon even avowed, to ex- 
press the opinion of Alexander; secondly, because of the 
vast influence over the German mind which the Universities 
exerted, and their singularly morbid condition at the time. 
It might well be considered an insult to the nation that a 
foreign Prince should meddle thus with its internal affairs, 
and propose in a Congress of Sovereigns to put restrictions 
upon its liberty. Stein would by natural spirit be inclined 
to take this view, but as an old statesman of the Holy Roman 
Empire, he may perhaps have remembered that Germany 
had long submitted to the influence both of France and 
Russia, and besides this his relations to Alexander and his 
sense of the debt which Germany owed to him would dis- 
pose him to more patience. He went to Aix-la-Chapelle at 
Alexander’s invitation. Gneisenau had written in June en- 
treating him to use his influence to divert the Czar from the 
revolutionary schemes he believed him to be meditating. 
“Only a voice like yours has a full influence upon him. Liv- 
ing in voluntary retirement you cannot be accused of ambi- 
tious views, and you have speech in abundance and can 
command the most varied expression in the language in 
which alone the Emperor thinks and writes.” But in fact 
Alexander was just then exposed to the opposite danger. 
He was in that phase when a liberal despot discovers that 
after all it is his trade to be a king. He showed Stein 
Stourdza’s MS. and asked his opinion of it. Stein answered 
that there were good things in it, but that it was one-sided 
and more eloquent than solid, and he went on to argue that 
whatever might be said against the Press and the Universi- 
ties the Governments might fairly be charged with having 
broken their promises, and that the Prussian Government, 
most forward in promises, had performed nothing, since 
Hardenberg’s visit to the Rhine, so much celebrated, had 
led to no results. Alexander undertook to speak to the 
King about it, and said that liberal ideas must be encour- 
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aged, but that Governments must take the lead and main- 
tain their reputation. This was his old language, but he 
who had just dictated Stourdza’s pamphlet must have used 
it with some insincerity. 

Stein however does not seem to have sympathised much 
in the indignation of the scholastic world against Stourdza’s 
attack. He felt with Government rather than with the Uni- 
versities, and had been for some time past writing and 
speaking of the Jena Professors almost in the very tone of 
Stourdza. An unexpected occurrence confirmed him in his 
unfavourable opinion. Just as when Stein was at Géttingen 
the enthusiastic students had made a bugbear of Wieland 
as the corrupter of literature, so, faithful to their traditional 
ways of thinking, they now treated Kotzebue as the incarna- 
tion of all that was evil. His German History had been 
committed to the flames at the Wartburg festival. And at 
this moment he appeared as something more mischievous 
than a sentimentalist or a poetaster. He had been more 
than once in his life in Russian employ, and had lately been 
suspected of acting as a Russian spy upon the Liberal jour- 
nalists of Germany. Now he announced in his Literary 
Weekly that Stourdza’s pamphlet was to his knowledge 
official. A theological student at Jena, pupil of those very 
Professors whom Stourdza may have had principally in view, 
avenged the cause of the German Universities. Karl Sand 
was a member of the original Students’ Society (Burschen- 
schaft) of Jena, and had been deeply moved by the cere- 
monies of the Wartburg festival. The exaltation of his 
mind was perhaps not different from that of Stein’s contem- 
poraries at Géttingen nearly half a century before, but it 
was more dangerous, because it followed so close upona 
war in which the young Hamlets of the German Universities 
had accustomed themselves for the first time to decisive 
action. He visited Kotzebue at Mannheim on March 23rd, 
1819, and plunged a dagger into his heart, exclaiming, 
“Take that, you poisoner of souls!” It was not so much 
perhaps the act as the enthusiastic approval, or at least 
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apology, which it found from scholars and professors of 
grave character, that showed how morbid was the condition 
of that strange world, the overgrown and over-excited brain 
of Germany, which was composed by the Universities. Re- 
action at once set in decisively, and Hardenberg when he 
heard the news exclaimed, “Henceforth a Constitution for 
Prussia is impossible.” 

But Hardenberg was not converted to the reaction him- 
self, and Stein in like manner holds fast the faith that 
Prussia’s safety lies in going forward. Both statesmen alike 
must have perceived that such excesses were proofs of the 
new vitality, as much as of the immaturity, of public spirit; 
both alike must have been conscious that they could not 
condemn them too harshly without passing sentence on 
their own policy of provoking the people to political action. 
Stein wrote thus to Capodistrias on August gth: 


Since we parted in last autumn many occurrences have taken place which 
trouble all the friends of order and legality. Murders elevated to the rank of 
patriotic actions, crimes caused by the perverse application of noble and 
venerable principles, heroic exaltation misled to the commission of a deed of 
shocking perfidy, a conspiracy of the teachers of youth to imbue them with 
principles destructive of moral, religious, and social order, and to be applied 
in the most detestable manner—all together is enough to drive to despair those 
who sincerely desire the welfare of humanity as far as it is possible and attain- 
able in this 


A sentence which shows how verbosely Stein, usually so 
sparing of words, can write at times! He goes on: 


It is however to be remarked that the very excess to which the evil has so 
rapidly riscn has hastened the discovery of it as well as the application of 
antidotes and the possibility of checking its advance, that it excited universal 
detestation, and that even many writers, such as Steffens at Halle and Menzel 
at Breslau, have exposed it openly and attacked the principles on which it 
rests, that general fecling is alarmed at the abyss to which a faction would 
hurry it, that there begins to be a conviction that the constitutional principles 
of 1789, which would regenerate everything, are false, and that we must start 
from a historical point and improve, complete, not overturn, 


‘We have here a kind of avowal of Whiggism; we shall 
see by what immediately follows that it is the Whiggism of 


Google 


cHaP. 11.) REACTION. 147 


Lord Grey, not the unprogressive Whiggism of the eigh- 
teenth century: 


A constitution reared on this basis, at once restoring and improving the 
past and reviving the genuine original spirit of the institution, will satisfy the 
great majority, secure the throne by rallying round it the great interests of 
property and of the real citizens; it will confide to them the discussion and in 
part the execution of the laws, and assign a fixed and closed area to the wild 
unrest of bitter agitation that has mastered men’s minds 

Nothing shows better the beneficial effect of institutions of this kind in 
Germany than the history of those which have been created in Bavaria and at 
Carlsruhe; in spite of the newness of the situation the general result is good, 
and the effects have either been positively beneficial or promised a better 
fature. Institutions like these, better than the best organised secret police or 
the most rigorous and watchful control, destroy the influence of the agitators, 
whether they are interested pamphleteers, fantastic conceited savents, or 
rogues who hope to make profit out of the confusion, 

Ido hope therefore that the Prussian Government, while making use of the 
legal means for suppressing disturbance, will at the same time not retrograde 
but gratify the wishes of a people which gave its ruler proofs of fidelity and 
boundless devotion in adversity, although the adversity was caused by the 
counsels of Ministers who had neither seriousness nor principles. The nomi- 
nation of Humboldt has given much confidence, his principles are known, 
he has thought much on constitutional questions, the results he has arrived 
at are sound, and will be beneficial if they are put in practic vided all is 
not checked and marred by the impotent pride of some, the timidity or exag- 
geration of others, 


‘This letter seems really addressed to the Czar, who is 
expected after reading it to use his influence with Frederick 
William. It is sufficient to prove how earnestly Stein clung 
to his reforming views in the time of general reaction. His 
language is in fact precisely that of Lord Grey. Unfor- 
tunately Whiggism of this type began to be unfashionable 
in Germany at the very moment that its vogue began in 
England. Stein wrote thus about the time when it began to 
be said at Holland House that the moment was come for 
pressing the question of Parliamentary Reform; but just 
when reaction drew to an end in England it recovered fresh 
force in Germany, as indeed might be expected from the 
general fact pointed out above, that the war-spirit which in 
England was connected with Conservatism, was in Prussia 
connected not less closely with Liberalism. 
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Reaction now comes in witha flood. The period of Re- 
form in Prussia, which began with the Peace of Tilsit, and 
of which this book has traced the history, nears its end. 
The transition approaches when Prussia loses her distin- 
guishing mark, that Reform with her is conducted by the 
Government, and that the people, so far as they interfere in 
politics at all, are Conservative. Very soon this state too 
falls into the ordinary groove, and in the next age the 
Hohenzollerns, like the Habsburgs or the Bourbons, are 
seen defending themselves against the encroachments of a 
discontented nation. 


Slowly comes a hungry people, as a lion creeping nigher 
Glares at one that nods and winks behind a slowly dying fire. 


But it is not without a struggle that Prussia descends to 
the lower level. Hardenberg, who never wanted courage, 
though it seems to have been his principle to make any con- 
cession rather than resign his office, was still at the head of 
affairs, and we find him as late as August 15th writing in 
quite the old tone to Stein: 


Why cannot we work together? Ishould like to ask your advice on so 
miany subjects and readily acknowledge you as my master in finance, though 
Iam heretic enough to think that healthy common sense is worth more even 
in this department than the deepest learning. You have been abundantly 
furnished with the former by our good mother Nature, and you combine the 
Jatter with it. This is certainly not common, for I have daily experience that 
learning is much oftener associated with selfishnessand a conceit of infallibility 
that ruins everything. 


But in this very month the deliberations at Carlsbad took 
place, in which reaction for all Germany and for Prussia | 
among the German states was reduced to a system. The 
result of them was the creation of a Commission to sit at 
Mainz, and inquire into the revolutionary agitations and 
democratic associations which were believed to exist every- 
where. This Commission was to be dependent only on the 
Confederation, to have power to carry on its investigations 
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in every federal state, and even to make arrests throughout 
Germany and carry off its prisoners to Mainz. At the same 
time what is now called a Culture War was commenced. As 
lately the Catholic Church, so in 1819 the Universities were 
the object of jealousy. The Professors were placed under 
a strict censorship, and combinations among the students, 
particularly the Society called the Burschenschaft, were 
forbidden, while an engagement was taken by each federal 
state not to give asylum in its Universities to the professors 
or students expelled from the Universities of another state, 
All books of less than twenty sheets were subjected to a 
censorship, and each state was to be responsible to the other 
states and to the Confederation for any attacks upon their 
honour or safety which might be made within its territory. 
Conferences were appointed to be held among the German 
Ministers at Vienna, in order to settle the interpretation of 
the celebrated 13th Article of the Act of Confederation; 
which Conferences actually took place at the beginning of 
the next year (1820). 

These Resolutions did not indeed reveal for the first 
time that Germany was no land of liberty, but they were 
none the less serious and alarming on that account. They 
brought to light the enormous miscalculation that had been. 
made in the composition of the German Confederation. For 
what purpose had that Confederation been designed? For 
the purposc—nothing can be more certain—of strengthen- 
ing the states of Germany against foreign enemies, and of 
protecting them against the danger of a new Napoleon. 
That it would be very difficult to make such a Confederation 
effective was foreseen from the first. No one was proud of 
the settlement of Germany made at Vienna, but at the same 
time it was only for feebleness, for probable ineffectiveness 
that it was criticised. What came to light at Carlsbad was 
that, however ineffective it might be for its original object, 
it was extremely efficient for another object which had 
never been contemplated. It would never protect the 
country against foreigners, but it would serve to protect the 
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Sovereigns against their subjects. It appeared now as a 
powerful League of Monarchs to resist the demands, rea- 
sonable or unreasonable, of the active party which the 
Anti-Napoleonic Revolution had left behind it. Just as the 
Balance of Germany in the 18th century had been a sort of 
reflexion in miniature of the Balance of Europe, so the new 
German system set up at Vienna reflected that Alliance of 
the European Sovereigns which is somewhat inaccurately 
spoken of as the Holy Alliance. Particularly surprising is it 
to see what authority the Confederation is able to exert over 
Prussia. Frederick William I. and Frederick the Great had 
been absolute enough within their own dominions; it had 
troubled them but little what cunclusa might pass the Diet 
at Regensburg. But the Federal Assembly at Frankfurt 
calls the Prussian Government to account, forbids it to pro- 
ceed in the path of constitutional reform, and summons its 
subjects before the tribunal of its Commission of Inquiry at 
Mainz! 

This coup @état was followed by a Ministerial change at 
Berlin, which is like a fainter reflexion of the fall of Stein in 
1808. Frederick William is now oppressed by Metternich 
and the Confederation as he had then been oppressed by 
Napoleon. Again he makes concessions and parts with his 
strongest Ministers. W. v. Humboldt has now to resign and 
the Wittgenstein party gains the upper hand, Hardenberg 
effacing himself —and this time for good—as he had been 
obliged to do for a while at the beginning of 1812, The 
crisis however was not a very violent one, as indeed it could 
hardly be, considering the great moderation of Humboldt’s 
opinions and character. He gives the following account of 
it to Stein, in a letter dated Berlin, March 2oth, 1820, 


I have refrained from saying to you through the post anything about 
public affairs or myself so far as 1am connected with them. Ae our letters 
re opened, and even if our letters contain nothing in itself serious still it is un- 
comfortable to think that we are read by others. As to my dismissal from the 
service the only really important thing to say is that it had no definite or single 
ground (I mean no single quarrel or the like). I have, however, from the 
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moment of my arrival—and I am sure your Excellency will think this quite 
natural-—separated myself from the Chancellor, I cannot help disapproving 
his manner of administration, and personally he has given me the fairest 
grounds for complaint. . ,, My reports have often contained criticism on what 
has been done, though without mention of the Chancellor. Much of this has 
reached the King. ... Beyme and Boyen agreed with me and the Ministers 
often adopted our views. All this together brought the Chancellor to the con- 
clusion and firm conviction that he or I must give way; he has said this with 
little disguise and represented it so tothe King. ‘This is the plain account of the 
matter, We three Ministers who agree did no doubt also send in to the King 
memoirs against the Carlsbad Resolutions, but that was a month before and 
did not even serve as a pretext for our dismissal... . But I do not doubt that 
all means are taken to excite suspicion against me in respect of the democratic 
agitation. Directly indeed this is impossible, since Iam never named in the 
numerous papers that are seized. But as | cannot approve the measures that 
are taken against the evil, real and great as it certainly is, and as, though I 
never talk of it in public, I have always said so in the proper place as 
Minister, this is exaggerated and misconstrued... . . I too think that the real 
and threatening danger is democratical opinions and loosening of the bands of 
obedience and respect. But against this there is only one radical preventive, 
Justice and wisdom in administration; a Government is never attacked till it 
exposes vulnerable points itself. . . . Your Excellency bids me not bury myself 
too much in antiquity and remember the claims the time still has upon me. I 
shall never evade them; but at the same time I can never take part in busi- 
ness with the Chancellor again. J have lately seen that he is not indisposed 
to a reconciliation, but no, in no case! If circumstances should alter some 
years hence, I shall then be much oldcr, and your Excellency knows my 
opinion, which Iam sure is yours also, that one should not totter straight out 
of the office into the grave. 


If Hardenberg was forced to efface himself the victory of 
Reaction could not but affect Stein also. Little as they now 
cooperated, they were alike opposed to the Reaction, it was 
their common policy that was now renounced, it was the age 
which is inscribed with their united names that now comes 
within sight of its end. It cost us some trouble to ascertain 
why Stein did not return to public life in 1815, and probably 
through the four years that followed he continued to look 
upon public affairs as his province, and both to expect and 
desire to take office again, for his friend Gagern remarks 
that he found it difficult to resign himself to private life. But 
up to 1819 the political atmosphere had been one which he 
could breathe. Reforms, Constitutions were still talked of, 
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and if the language of alarm was often used this did not in 
itself offend him, and at times he used it himself. At least 
it was used freely among his own intimates, as this letter of 
Humboldt’s shows, and it is only when the old irritation is 
revived by Niebuhr’s lugubriousness that he breaks out pet- 
tishly, “I cannot understand this! Herr Niebuhr is always 
prophesying wild outbreaks of democracy!” or asserts con- 
fidently, “It is an utterly mistaken view to think that the 
mass of the German population has a democratic tendency; 
that appears in our savants, our pamphleteers, our beardless 
youths, but nowhere in the people, the noblesse, citizens 
and peasants.”* He does not complain of alarms nor even 
acts of repression, but he has always firmly held to the po- 
licy of 1808, so far as to regard Reform as the best antidote 
against Revolution and the Government as the legitimate 
leader in innovation. It was this position which was now 
abandoned by the Government, and to Stein, who had no 
talent for effacing himself, the change must have come like 
an intimation that his public life was probably over. 

We hear that at the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle, No- 
vember, 1818, Stein, sitting next to Gentz at a dinner-party, 
confided to him that he was thoroughly sick of politics and 
should withdraw from them entirely, and that he meant to 
do something for the original documents of German History. 
The Reaction had not then decisively triumphed, but doubt- 
less Stein saw that its triumph was at hand, for at that very 
Congress he had to report to the Czar on Stourdza’s pam- 
phlet. Here then we are allowed at last to relax our atten- 
tion to politics, while we inform ourselves about the last 
great enterprise which Stein ever undertook, an enterprise 
in a field in which he had not till then won laurels. 

It was always with difficulty that Stein tore himself from 
politics, and when he did so he always took refuge in his- 
tory. The sanctuary that was closed to Sir Robert Walpole 
stood wide open to him. His experience of affairs had not 


* Stein's Notes (written early in 1829) on Niebuhr’s Scheme of Reform, 
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made him sceptical about historical records nor yet indiffer- 
ent to them, Nay, there seemed always a certain corre- 
spondence between the periods of history which he selected 
for study and the sort of history he had last been making. 
After his downfall in 1808, and what seemed the final defeat 
of Europe in 1809, he entered upon a minute study of the 
French Revolution, as though to inquire “how first division 
rose,” or in what way the destruction of civilisation, as it 
seemed to him, had been so speedily accomplished. -y 

In his second period of activity he had had his share in + 
a mighty achievement. The German nationality had been 
raised actually from the dead, and lived and breathed once 
more with a fresh vigour such as it had seldom known under 
the old Empire. It was evident that after all Germany was 
reserved for a great future, and again his mind went to work 
in the same way. He brooded over the causes of this new 
phenomenon; he became eager to know in what this too 
had had its origin, and we can fancy that this inquiry, so full 
of pride and likely also to be so useful, seized his attention 
much more strongly than the former one. 

It was not, as we have seen, till 1819 that he thought of 
abandoning public life for these inquiries, but it is certain 
that he began them in 1815. If the discouraging aspect of 
German affairs in the latter year decided his resolution, it 
had been originally inspired by their glorious appearance 
about the time of Waterloo. Let the reader call to mind 
the meeting of Stein and Goethe in July, 1815, and their 
visit to Cologne in company. Then it was, at the highest 
moment of German fortune, when everything that had ever 
been done by Germans seemed doubly interesting and im- 
portant; then it was that, after Stein had entered into Bois- 
serée’s enthusiasm for the great German cathedral, and had 
striven to enlist Goethe’s interest in his schemes, he took 
the poet back to Nassau for the Sunday, and there confided 
to him that he had a design of collecting and editing the 
sources of German history. The association of ideas is 
easily seen. German history, like Cologne Cathedral, had 
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come to wear quite a new appearance since the series of 
victories which had just been completed at Waterloo. 

It is observable that once before when the prospects of 
the Fatherland had been for a time unusually bright, the 
taste for German history had in like manner been awakened. 
This was in the early part of the 16th century, when under 
Maximilian the nation had made some approach to unity, 
and the Humanists were asserting its independence in the 
field of culture. The works of Tacitus and Velleius were 
then newly discovered, and the German imagination was 
full of the name and deeds of Arminius. Emperors in those 
days paid solemn visits to the tomb of the horned Siegfried 
at Worms, national poets and historians were brought to 
light out of the dust of old libraries, and the praises of the 
Ghibellines as the champions of the nation against the Pa- 
pacy were zealously celebrated. The Reformation strength- 
ened this feeling, and the middle of the réth century is the 
period noted by bibliographers for the first collections of the 
monuments of German History. But the past lost its bright- 
ness again as soon as the clouds began to gather over the 
present. Now came the refusal of the Emperors to lead the 
German nationality forward in the paths of evangelical reli- 
gion; there arose an unexpected complication; the counter- 
reformation set in, and Germany drifted slowly into the 
abyss of the Thirty Years War. In the next age the nation, 
as it gradually recovered from its ruin, was found to have 
contracted a way of regarding itself unlike the patriotic self- 
complacency of other nations, or of itself in happier times. 
And as it had lost its pride, so it had lost all pleasure in its 
own history. Beyond local history and the history of sepa- 
rate German states, in which something was done and a 
Leibnitz, for instance, began a collection of the Antiquities 
of Brunswick, there was little cultivation of history among 
the Germans, except as a subdivision of the Faculty of Juris- 
prudence at the Universities. 

In the middle of the 18th century a contempt for the 
Middle Ages, to which Voltaire gave the most extravagant 
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expression, prevailed in almost every country, but both in 
France and England there was far more pride in the national 
achievements, far more historical feeling than in Germany. 
As the mother country of the Reformation Germany had ne- 
cessarily a quarrel with the medieval period, and at the 
same time as the country in which the Reformation had led 
to the most calamitous results she could take little pleasure 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. Hence she seems passively 
to have acquiesced in the fashionable repudiation of the so- 
called dark ages, and in the belief that in public affairs rea- 
son and common sense were the growth of the 18th century, 
Klopstock can find no materials for patriotic poetry nearer 
than Arminius. In the popular imagination there lived only 
some image of Luther and of Frederick the Great. 

But such a death and resurrection as Germany had now 
experienced could not but be followed by a glorification. In 
1806 the Holy Roman Empire had ceased to exist. “Men 
are we and must grieve when but the shade of that which 
once was great is passed away”—and if men could not but 
do so, how much more Germany! The mourners round the 
grave of the Empire were the Romantic School; they saw 
now for the first time all the virtues of the deceased. The 
Middle Ages had not been “dark” but grey with a fascinat- 
ing twilight. In them the arts had grown up under the nur- 
ture of religion, under which alone art can live. They were 
the age of architecture, and if not actually of the greatest 
painting and poetry, yet of the incubation of both. This 
time ancient Germany was not praised at the expense of the 
Papacy, but the Papacy itself was extolled as the master in- 
stitution of the Middle Ages. Out of this movement there- 
fore came the great conversions, when Count Stolberg, Frie- 
drich Schlegel, Zacharias Werner went over to the Catholic 
Church. 

But I suppose this reaction, caused solely by a sense of 
loss, would, in the natural course of things, have soon died 
away and men would have reconciled themselves to the pre- 
valence of the new system but for the wonderful revolution 
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which brought the German nationality back to life in victory 
and glory. Two sorts of love, the love of the dead and the 
love of the living, were then blended to form an over- 
mastering devotion. It is at this second stage that Stein 
joins hands with the Romantic School. 

Stein belonged to the class of society which naturally 
furnished recruits to Romanticism. Coming from a home 
which was filled with memories of the old Empire and the 
old faith, he might not unnaturally have shared the feelings 
of Stolberg or La Motte Fouqué. But Romanticism as it 
was preached by its apostles was not a creed for practical 
men. In Stein’s correspondence we find no echo at all of 
the sentiments with which the Schlegels and Tieck and 
Wackenroder and Novalis had filled the literature of the 
day. No sentimental regrets, no mysticism, no romance! 
If ever he looks back to the times of the Hohenstauffen, as 
sometimes he does, it is for the perfectly plain reason that 
in those days Germany had a more powerful unity than it 
has had since. And what is more to our immediate purpose, 
if he conceives an interest in the historical records of the 
Middle Ages it is not that he may galvanise a dead system, 
not that he may indulge in any “Heart-Outpourings of an 
Artist Monk,” nor even, so far as appears, that he may 
vindicate the Middle Ages from the misrepresentations to 
which they have been exposed, but purely—since Germany 
is evidently destined to a new lease of greatness—that he 
may lay a solid foundation for German History. 

The work he now undertook proved almost as solid and 
successful as the Emancipating Edict or the Town Ordinance. 
The Monumenta Germaniae have now been in building for 
more than fifty years, and their present editor reckons that 
they will take another half century to complete. They may 
be considered to have founded the serious study of the 
Middle Ages for Germany if not for Europe at large, and in 
doing so to have dissipated for ever that Voltairian mis- 
conception of the past which made the study of history in 
the last century rather mischievous than useful. They have 
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realised to the full extent his design, and if they have not 
justified the dreams of the romanticists or exhibited the 
Middle Ages as a kind of golden age, in these dreams it 
does not appear that he had ever any share. 

It ought not to be overlooked that Stein did not even 
now belie the strictly practical tendency of his whole life. 
This scientific undertaking gréw out of a practical difficulty 
which had encountered him in trying to perform his duty, 
and it is observable that the case had been closely similar 
in 1809, when he entered upon the former studious period 
of his life. At that time he was educating his daughter 
Henriette, and as she was apparently to pass her life in 
servitude under the dominion of Napoleon it was essential 
that she should know the history of the French Revolution, 
out of. which had sprung the power which had ruined her 
country. In 1815 Therese was old enough to study history ; 
out of her girl-friends a little class was formed at Nassau; 
and as it was now happily certain that their lives were to be 
passed in the bosom of a great and independent nation the 
history of Germany was naturally the subject selected. The 
teacher of this class was indeed no professional schoolmaster 
or professor; Stein himself, in consideration that he was 
Therese’s father, would venture to become a historical lec- 
turer, and these gir?s would hear the growth of Germany 
explained by the old Imperial Knight, a representative by 
his very birth of a thousand years of German history and 
himself in addition the regenerator of the Prussian Monarchy 
and the founder of the doctrine of German unity. But con- 
sidering the presumption involved in assuming this part 
Stein intended to spare no pains in the preparation of his 
lectures. He applied to booksellers in Frankfurt and Stutt- 
gard, he applied personally to historians, But Therese 
should not be put off with second-hand information. He 
went to the original sources, and then he discovered what 
several savanis of the eighteenth century (for instance the 
theologian Semler) had already remarked with regret, that 
what had been done for Italy by Muratori and for France by 
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the Congregation of St. Maur had not yet been done for 
Germany. True, a greater than Muratori or than Dom 
Bouquet had arisen in Germany about the same time to do 
the same work. Leibnitz himself had formed the plan of 
publishing the original documents, wt pracsens actas thesau- 
wum quendam relinquat: this work he said would be much 
more useful than a history written stylo eleganti et florido. 
He had himself published (1707—1711) Scriptores Rerum 
Brunswicensium, and out of his collections the Origines 
Guelficae had been Jater compiled by others (Ekkard, Hahn, 
Jung, Gruber, Scheidt); he had also produced the Annales 
Imperii Occidentis, covering the period from 768—1005, and 
pronounced by a good authority to be “a master-work which 
leaves all earlier performances far behind it.” But the 
divisions of Germany, the impossibility of raising money or 
procuring effective co-operation for any national purpose, 
had prevented Leibnitz from adding to his other laurels that 
of being the legislator for the department of history and at 
the same time Germany of the honour of taking the lead of 
all nations in this department. In spite of Leibnitz she was 
now behind and not before France and Italy. His Annales 
Imperii Occidentis actually remained unpublished until they 
were presented to the world (1843—1846) by no other than 
Stein’s biographer and the Editor of the Monumenta Ger- 
maniae, Pertz. 

How then shall Therese learn the history of her country? 
Here we have the motive which led Stein to set in motion 
again his redoubtable organising talent and to summon all 
the learning of Germany te a vast work of research which 
will probably occupy a century. He writes to the Bishop of 
Hildesheim (date not given): 


Since my retirement from public affairs I have been animated by the wish 
to awaken the taste for German history, to facilitate the fundamental study of 
it, and so to contribute to keep alive a love for our common country and for 
the memory of our great ancestors. It was also my purpose to endeavour that 
the multitude of documents dispersed by the revolution of the year 1803 might 
‘be carefully'collected and preserved from destruction; this however depends 
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principally upon measures taken by the Governments and cannot be accom- 
plished by the determination of individuals. But it is within the power of a 
society of private lovers of their country and its history to bring into existence 
a convenicnt collection of original authorities, and to collect a fund to pay the 
learned men who may devote their time and strength to the enterprise, and in 
this way to put the collection complete and cheap into the hands of the 
student of history. 


I trust that in the course of this long biography the 
reader has learnt gradually to feel the grave and powerful 
simplicity which is Stein’s main characteristic. If so I need 
not pause to comment on what] have just related, It affords 
a glimpse into an educational method which will one day 
perhaps be better appreciated than it is now. That little 
class of girls in the room at Nassau listening to the old 
statesman’s lectures on German history! And we are told 
that each hour he examined them in the matter of the last 
lecture. 

This statesman has struggled in past days against 
bureaucracy in the State; now he is casting the weight of 
his example against bureaucracy in education. Compare 
the teaching of history by a paid schoolmaster without 
either experience of practical politics or leisure for funda- 
mental study to the instruction of a father, who is not con- 
tent with his own vast experience and “a knowledge of his- 
tory such as few professors could boast,” but excuses him- 
self no trouble even though he is told that the means of 
acquiring trustworthy information do not exist. It reminds 
us of Chatham instructing his son, of the old Roman senators 
followed by their sons into the forum or the senate-house, 
Yet even they bestowed this care only upon sons, It is for 
a daughter that Stein devotes himself! 

Between the first conception of the undertaking in 1815 
and the disappointment of Stein’s political hopes in 1819 
the plan had not assumed any very definitive shape. In 
the summer of 1816 he had laid it before the learned world 
of Berlin who had welcomed it enthusiastically, but in their 
eagerness to secure the honour of it to Prussia had pro- 
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ceeded with such haste, drawing up their scheme and sub- 
mitting it at once to Hardenberg without even waiting for 
Stein’s approval, that they had defeated their own object, 
for Hardenberg had not been induced to regard the matter 
seriously. In the course of 1818 some first steps were taken. 
Stein sketched the plan of a society; a secretary was found 
in Biichler, an official of Baden, and the more important 
choice of an editor was also made. A certain Dimge, also 
of Baden, who had edited the heroic poem Ligurinus, about 
the genuineness of which there has since been so much dis- 
pute, was the person chosen. Some subscriptions also were 
promised, Stein heading the list with 3000 florins, a sum 
twice as large as was subscribed by any one else. But the 
year of reactioi i as the birth year 
of the Society. On January 2oth Stein called a meeting of 
all fnterested at his house at Frankfurt, and at this meeting 
after an address from Stein the Society was formed, the 
appointments of Biichler and Diimge as Secretary and 
Editor ratified, and the celebrated motto of the Society 
chosen by Stein at the suggestion of Bichler. The sig- 
nificance of its words, Sanctus amor patriae dat animum, can 
hardly be understood but ‘by those Who have sbssrved how 
new and fresh was the feeling of patriotism ‘at that time in 
German breasts. The spring of the same year brought an- 
other occurrence which probably in the end ensured the 
success of the enterprise. The answers of the scholars 
whose assistance had been requested were now coming in. 
Schlosser, Riths, Wilken, Dahlmann, Voigt gave their 
names, Dahlmann remarking “If your Excellency should at 
last, after so many have tried it, succeed in educating to 
faithful co-operation in a public cause the obstinate isola- 
tion of German authorship, posterity will assuredly be just 
enough to value this much higher than the work which is 
the result.” But among the letters which came was one 
which ran as follows—it was addressed to Bitchler: 


It was with the liveliest joy that I received through your kind communica- 
tion intelligence of the formation of the Society for collecting the sources of 
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the medieval history of Germany. The great prospect which it opens for the 
history and life of our nation must be the strongest incentive to every one to 
contribute what he can to realise that prospect, so that advantage may be 
taken of those favourable circumstances which we have waited for so long, 
and it may not be said that the savanés alone of Germany have remained un- 
influenced by the great days that have passed over us. Your flattering con- 
fidence shows me the way to participate in the work, and I feel bound to 
enter upon it. I should like, if other considerations do not interfere, to edita 
part of the Documents of the Carolingian period, particularly those of them 
which with the Collections of Laws and the Charters are the real foundation 
of the Carolingian History, and at the same time require to be investigated 
together, the Annales Nazariani, Tiliani, Petaviani, Fuldenses, Moissiacenses, 
Bertiniani, Mettenses, Eginhardi, and of the biographies those of Eginhard, 
‘Thegan, Nithard and the Lives of S. Boniface, S. Wala, Adhalard, in the Acta 
Sanctorum. If you should find it possible to entrust to me these, or according 
to the number of collaborators and the length of time allowed for the accom- 
plishment of the enterprise—fewer or more of the historians of that period, I 
should be able to send in at once an exact catalogue, 


With this business-like proposal enters into Stein’s 
biography the most important of the men who may be said 
to have formed his youngest school, his biographer and the 
future Editor of the Monumenta Germaniae, G. H. Pertz. 
Assuredly it is an eminent name, Stein himself empha- 
tically pronounced that the merit of the success—such 
success as he lived to see—of the Monumenta belonged 
solely to Pertz, and he would accept for himself-only the 
praise of having given the first impulse. A similar sentence 
is pronounced by the highest authority now living, Dr. 
G. Waitz, who writes, “In tracing the history of the Society 
for Early German History it is impossible not to recognize 
that it was a great gain when Pertz undertook the scientific 
guidance of the whole. Then first came unity and definite 
plan into endeavours which till then had been desultory and 
had taken the most conflicting directions.” It might be 
honour enough for one man to have guided successfully 
one of the greatest scientific enterprises ever undertaken, 
but Pertz has had the additional honour of producing in his 
Life of Stein the most important single work on another 
and a profoundly interesting period of German History. 

Though this year saw Pertz enrolled among the active 
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members of the Society, two more years passed before he 
rose to the supreme direction of it. It was not till April 
12th, 1822, that Stein did to Pertz what Frederick William II. 
for very similar reasons had done to himself in 1807, and 
created him dictator. He then wrote: 


Nothing is left but to commit the business to a man of sound learning, 
who, like another Muratori or Mabillon, will make it the serious business of a 
part of his life to edit the original authorities, and in special cases to get the 
help of other savanés as much as possible. Diimge in spite of his learning is 
quite incompetent to such an undertaking, through his narrowness, quarrel- 
someness and want of tact, he will limit himself to the editing of single writers 
ofone period, and has for the present declared himself willing to underiake 
the Hohenstaufen period. In fact he is incapacitated for undertaking a whole 
period by want of a correct judgment to guide him in the selection of the 
authorities. 

Providence seems to have chosen you to carry out this enterprise, which 
supplies a serious want of our historical literature and will give you a claim to 
the gratitude of allGermany. Youcombine many qualifications for the work, 
inclination, earlier studies, two years’ residence in Vienna and Rome, manifold 
connexions, neighbourhood and use of the libraries of Hannover, Gattingen, 
Wolfenbiittel, neighbourhood of the savants of those places and facility of re- 
sorting to their advice. 


The first meeting of Stein and his future biographer 
took place in 1820, and is described at length by the latter. 
On December 2tst, 1819, Stein had written to him thus: 


Vou are known to me as a thorough investigator through your treatise on 
the Frankish Mayors of the Palace, and therefore it was with the greater 
pleasure that E received your announcement that you wished to undertake the 
editing of the writers of the Carolingian period. But it is necessary in such a 
critical edition to use the MSS. that are found in Germany, and of these 
particularly a great number is to be found in the Vienna library. I therefore 
propose that you should make up your mind to take up your residence in 
Vienna in order to use and inquire into the MSS. which are there in the Im- 
perial Library, the Society paying your expenses, and that you should return 
a definite answer to this proposal. 


Pertz replied on the 27th with a grateful acceptance, and 
the affair brought him to Nassau on April 28th, 1820, The 
first meeting of a great man with his biographer is always 
interesting, and therefore | extract most of Pertz’ descrip- 
tion; 


Dogle 


cusp. 11.) REACTION. 163 


‘Through Cassel, Giessen, and Wetzlar I reached Limburg on the 27th, 
then in the early morning along the forest road through Dietz and Hokapfel 
‘by the nobly situated Convent of Amstein and the vineyards of the Lahn 
valley to Nassau. I stopped at the Red Lion and announced my arrival by a 
note to the Minister. It was the time of his bath; he appointed rz o'clock to 
see me and at the same time invited me to dinner. I went with a beating 
heart. I was conducted through several rooms adorned with pictures into the 
tower, There he sat inthe chair by the writing-desk, great brow and nore, 
eyes bright and fine, cordiality in every feature. Iwas heckoned to a chair, 
I said, ‘It is one of the happiest days of my life when I am permitted 
personally to express to your Excellency my veneration,” and produced the 
letters Thad brought. ‘Have you got my letters #” he asked; “I sent them 
to Bichler by H. v. Anstetten with orders upon Hannover and Vienna.” I 
said, No.” “Then when did you set out from Hannover?” ‘On the 
evening of the 23rd.” “My letter is of the aath.” He read out copies of 
them, and then began upon the Carolingian writers. “The Catalogues we 
have had yet will not do,” he said, and then explained how he meant to get 
complete catalogues by societies for each period, and showed how my 
residence at Vienna would have the double object of consulting the MSS. and 
of inducing the savas of the place to form a close association for the time of 
the Suabian Emperors and Rudolf of Habsburg. While he presented the idea 
of the undertaking, that of awakening patriotism through a knowledge of the 
national history, he expressed himself about persons and things with the 
greatest openness, and after initiating me thus quickly into the situation of 
affairs and my own position he closed by saying, “Ihave had a room prepared. 
for you here in the house; send for your Inggage.”. . . At dinner his youngest 
daughter appeared. He asked after Rehherg, after the Hanoverian (% 
stitution ; I gave ready, quick, and precise answers, and when the conversation 
passed to the separate features of it, he remarked with respect to the com- 
munal system, “Communes are either slavish or free: central 
We spoke of the financial system, the land-tax, substitu 
noverian Landwebr, the question of publicity of deliberations, After dinuer 
we went into the garden, then out into the road, where the apple-trees were 
in full blossom, then on uncer the Nassau and the Stein to his farmhouse: he 
expressed a wish that I would edit the Merovingian as well as the Caroling’ 
authors. I consented, and at the same time made further inquiries about the 
persons and relations with which I should have to do. He made no secret 
that he expected nothing of Diimge. We spoke of extending the scheme to 
the Laws and important charters; I urged it strongly, he was already in favour 
ofit ... Returning from our walk we went into the tower again... . At tea 
Fraulein Henriette also appeared; I had brought a letter to her from her aunt 
Kielmansegge ; the conversation turned again on me and my presence. When 
the time of parting approached Stein made arrangements for helping me for- 
ward with my journey, gave me 2 letter to Biichler, and we parted in perfect 
mutual understanding. 


This description shows that Stein’s share in the great 
Co ied 
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undertaking was by no means strictly confined to giving the 
first impulse, if by that expression be meant recommending 
it and helping it with money. It is plain that he entered 
into every detail and at least at that early stage settled 
every detail. Two years later no doubt Pertz had grown 
over his patron’s head, and assumed from that time the 
direction of the undertaking. The description also gives us 
a specimen of Pertz’ manner as a biographer. He was well 
qualified so far as industry and accuracy in the editing of 
documents are important qualifications in the biographer of 
a statesman. But he brings no special biographical apti- 
tude to the task. As in this description he notes nothing 
either in Stein’s appearance or conversation which would 
not equally have been noted by any other observer, so 
throughout his biography there is the same want of original 
observation. He collects the remarks which have been 
made by others upon Stein, but has scarcely any remarks of 
his own to offer. Stein scarcely seems to have sat to him. 
It is indeed not surprising that one who had the weight of 
the Monumenta Germaniae upon him should want the free- 
dom of mind necessary to make at the same time a first- 
rate biographer. 

The description suggests something else. We miss one 
figure in the family group. That year 1819 had changed 
much in Stein’s life. It closed the period of triumph which 
had opened in 1815. Nor did it only bring the disappoint- 
ment of hopes for Germany and the world and of prospects 
of further political achievement for Stein himself. It warned 
him also more feelingly of the arrival of the winter season, 
and showed him that the grand deliverance of 1815 had 
rescued for himself not life but only the remains of life, had 
saved him from the tempest only to throw him on the flat 
and featureless shore of old age. In 1809 Stein had quoted 
that passage in Schiller’s Bell where the ruined man thanks 
Heaven that no dear head is missing in his family. But in 
1819 he heard in due course the funeral knell, and might 
have quoted again, 
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Ach! die Gattin ist's, die theure, 
Ach es ist die treue Mutter. 

Frau vom Stein died on September 1sth, 1819, at 
Nassau, in her 47th year. Her husband had been absent at 
Cappenberg and wrote from thence on August 30, “1 shall 
not leave Cappenberg before the end of September.” His 
wife had been for some years an invalid, and had this 
summer a violent attack of dysentery. Marianne was with 
her, besides her daughters, and their reports were so reas- 
suring that on September rrth Stein still writes that he 
hopes to be in Nassau in the first days of October. Buta 
second message reported a sudden change, and he had 
only time to receive her last words and to see her die. 

He drew up a slight sketch of her life, which he caused 
to be printed at Frankfurt. Some sentences have been 
quoted from it above. It seems inspired by two feelings, 
first, a bitter sense of the trials which he had brought upon 
her by associating her with such a troubled lot as his own, 
secondly, gratitude to her for having allowed him to be 
patriotic and self-sacrificing when—so our knowledge of his 
early disappointment in her allows us to interpret his ex- 
pressions—her want of public feelings might easily have 
led her to try to drag him down. He goes through the 
whole series of trials which had fallen upon her, and which 
he believes had undermined her health. No sooner had 
she entered on her married life than she had to flee before 
the French and retum to her father’s house, while her hus- 
band went to the Prussian head-quarters. The Peace of 
Basel did not save the property at Nassau from plunder. 
Jena drove her from “a position at Berlin which she greatly 
enjoyed.” Her husband’s first dismissal occurred at a mo- 
ment when the little Therese seemed at the point of death. 
This led to a journey of 150 German miles through country 
occupied by the enemy, and at the same time she lost a 
considerable part of her property (I suppose by the con- 
quest of Hannover). No sooner had she reached Nassau 
than her husband was seized with dangerous illness, and 
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before he was fully recovered he left her for an absence of 
13 months. No sooner were they re-united at the end of 
1808 than the stroke of Napoleon’s proscription fell, the 
husband was an outlaw, and the wife followed him into 
banishment. Even here she could not enjoy quiet. They 
were driven in 1809 from Briinn to Troppau. New separa- 
tion and new dangers began in 1812, and when next she 
saw her husband he was lying on a sick-bed at the Hotel 
zum Zepter at Breslau, 

This is indeed a melancholy narration, and if we add, 
what scems hinted, that she had with respect to public 
affairs only the common notions prevalent among her caste 
in Germany, we can understand the reflexion with which 
Stein concludes, and acknowledge that it is not exag- 
gerated: 


Had she been selfish or deaf to the dictate of duty and the voice of con- 
seience she could have separated her fate from that of her husband, or in the 
various crises which she lived through with him, she might have counselled a 
contemptible submission or a cowardly avoidance of new dangers. But she 
remained true to duty, trusting in God, and obeying the mazim selected 
by her in the time of misfortune and engraved on one of her rings, Bear and 
Forbear. 

(She has fought a good fight, she has finished her course, she has kept 


the faith.” 


Henceforth our narrative must move faster. It is true 
that eleven years still remain to be traversed, a period as 
Jong as that between 1804 and 1815, into which all Stein’s 
great achievements had been crowded. But he does not 
again accomplish anything memorable, and English readers 
cannot be expected to interest themselves in mere corre- 
spondence, about persons and things mostly strange to them. 
It may surprise us that a statesman’s public life should thus 
come to an end in his 63rd year, when his health is still 
strong and his energy and ambition unimpaired. Had Stein. 
been an English statesman we should have had to tell of 
many speeches in the House of Lords, and probably after a 
few years of a return to office. It is otherwise in a country 
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without a Parliament, where ministries are less often changed, 
and where only officials have any share in practical politics. 
Nevertheless, as we shall see, Stein does not yet quite lose 
the hope of a change of affairs which may be favourable 
to him. 

Since the opening of this book I have not had to tell ofa 
pleasure tour taken by Stein, In his youth he had lounged, 
as he himself confesses, about Vienna when Maria Theresa 
was reigning; since then, though he had travelled a good 
deal, he had never travelled for pleasure. He was now led 
for the health of Henriette, which caused him anxiety after 
her mother’s death, to make a tour in Switzerland and Italy, 
which occupied him nearly a year between July; 1820, and 
June, 1821, Geneva was his first object, where he was to 
consult the physician Butigny. In the Swiss towns which 
he passed through, ¢. g. Constanz and St. Gallen, his eyes 
‘were open to see that which had now begun to interest him 
more than anything else, medieval manuscripts. But he also 
visited distinguished men, observed the social and economi- 
cal condition of the people, and deeply enjoyed the scenery. 
In speaking of the Genevese savanis, Sismondi, Pictet, &c., 
he remarks that a young Italian jurist has recently come 
among them, a man full of intelligence and learning, Rossi; 
this is the unfortunate Papal Minister murdered in 1848. He 
also remarks that at Geneva even the ladies attend cours de 
lecture, and adds, “this makes their society agreeable.” 
Henriette’s health soon improves, and the rest of the party 
is well, each member in his own way, “and the member 
who is 17 has one way, the member who is 63 another.” At 
the end of the summer he crossed the Simplon to Milan, and 
saw Italy for the first time. In Italian society, he remarks 
that “political ideas are now predominant, liberation from. 
the rule of foreigners, league of Italian states, or unity of 
Jtaly,—these are the ideas which exclusively rivet and attract 
the attention of the educated class.” And what does he 
think of this idea of the unity of Italy, which might remind 
him of his own favourite idea of the unity of Germany? 
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“How is it possible,” he asks, “for a problem which has re- 
mained unsolved since the fall of the Roman Empire to be 
solved in the present circumstances? To me it seems no= 
thing but the play of an excited imagination.” 


That was indeed a critical time in European History 
which Stein passed in a country where the crisis was 
peculiarly violent. In January of 1820 Revolution had begun 
in Spain, and in August the infection had spread to Naples. 
In the late autumn met the Congress of Troppau, and in the 
Circular Despatch of December 8th principles were an- 
nounced by Russia, Austria, and Prussia, which have come 
to be known by the name of the earlier Holy Alliance. The 
principle of Intervention was solemnly adopted. In the be- 
ginning of 1821 the Congress moved to Laibach, and in 
March the intervention in Naples took place. In the same 
month the military insurrection broke out in Piedmont, and 
this was crushed by the help of Austria in the month of 
April. The Declaration of the three Sovereigns, dated from 
Laibach, was written by Stein’s old comrade Pozzo di Borgo, 
‘and announced in loftier tones than ever the mission of the 
Great Powers to preserve Europe from anarchy, and the 
right of Governments to reserve to themselves the initiative 
inall reform. Most of these occurrences Stein watched from 
Rome, where he arrived in the middle of December, 1820, 
and remained till May 4th, 1821, making a short excursion 
to Naples in April. He must have watched them, not merely 
with the feelings of a politician, but with a closer interest, for 
his brother-in-law Count Walmoden commanded one wing 
of the Austrian army that marched to Naples. 


Except some vague feclings of indignation against the 
Holy Alliance, this remarkable convulsion of Southern 
Europe has left little impression upon our minds. It wasa 
sort of repetition of the events of 1789, occurring this time 
in the two Bourbon Kingdoms which had not shared in the 
former Revolution, and ending as that might have ended if 
the policy of Pillnitz had been seriously meant and resolutely 


Google e SLIFORN 


cuap. 11] REACTION, ; 169 


carried out. “See now,” Metternich'is said to have ex- 
claimed to Alexander, “what revolutions are when they are 
taken in time!” The resemblance is particularly striking in 
Spain, where the Bourbon accepts the Constitution just as 
Louis XVI. had done, but with an adroitness and a perfidy 
of which Louis was incapable gives it line, waits for reaction, 
and when the movement has disappointed one section of the 
nation and irritated another, throws himself into the arms of 
the foreigner. Scarcely any evidence remains to show with 
what sympathies Stein watched the conflict. Pertz remarks 
only that he “followed it with keen attention, but without 
expecting good results from the doings of secret societies, 
of Carbonari.” We are to remember that that alliance of 
Sovereigns which had now taken such a formidable shape 
was in a great degree the creation of his own energetic 
exertions at the beginning of 1813, and that one of the most 
conspicuous members of it, the Czar, was his benefactor, 
while he had fought all his life against the French Revolu- 
tion, which seemed reproduced in all its wildness in these 
Southern movements. At the same time the Alliance, as 
the German Confederation had done, now took another 
character, and Metternich was the soul of the new Coalition 
of Governments. Alexander had been converted by Metter- 
nich, and the interventions in Southern Europe corresponded 
closely with the policy of the Carlsbad Resolutions and the 
Vienna Conferences which had made German politics in- 
sufferable to Stein. Probably, therefore, he did not much 
approve of the Declarations of Troppau and Laibach. It is 
not likely however that he had the least sympathy with the 
revolutionary party. He had always justified his Liberalism 
in German politics by laying it down that the Germans were 
a peaceable, rational, moral and religious people. For this 
reason and for this reason only, he had recommended bold 
reforms and large concessions of liberty to the Germans. I 
fear he had not the same opinion of the Italians, nor pro- 
bably of the Spaniards. It is indeed likely enough that he 
thought too meanly of their qualifications for liberty, for of 
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all virtues Stein had the least tincture of those which are 
cosmopolitan. 

Another influence was at work which may probably have 
prejudiced him against the revolutionary cause. He renewed 
at Rome his acquaintance with Niebuhr, who was residing 
there as Prussian Ambassador, and who, at the time when 
Stein left again for Germany, was on the point of bringing to 
a close those important negotiations which resulted in the 
reorganization of the Catholic Church in Prussia by the Bull 
De Salute Animarum (July, 1821.) When we last saw Stein 
and Niebuhr together they found each other’s society in- 
sufferable. But there had been no definite ground of 
quarrel; they had been sundered only by incompatibility of 
temper; accordingly when they met again after an interval 
of more than seven years, Niebuhr, who had looked forward 
to the meeting with much perturbation, was relieved to find 
his old chief all cordiality and affection. It cannot be said 
that a reconciliation took place; perhaps the truth is that 
Stein, much less thin-skinned and self-conscious than his 
friend, had never been aware of any quarrel. Henceforth 
their old intimacy and correspondence begins again as 
though it had never been interrupted. But I think it would 
have been soon interrupted again if Stein had betrayed much 
sympathy with the Italian and Spanish movements. In those 
movements Niebuhr’s bugbear of Revolution took a form 
which really almost justified his chronic dread of a return of 
barbarism through anarchy. It is well known with what 
anxious energy he furthered and encouraged the Austrian 
intervention. His mind was full of the subject, and his 
position gave him the means of gaining the fullest informa- 
tion. Stein on the other hand had never taken much interest 
in foreign politics except when the cause of German inde- 
pendence required him to do so; and now all politics had 
become to him of secondary interest; his mind ran on 
medieval MSS. ; and it is easy therefore to imagine that he 
allowed his friend to declaim against the monstrous pro- 
ceedings of Pepe and Ricgo without interruption, But in 
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his correspondence scarcely any allusion to the subject is to 
be found, 

At Rome he spent much time in society for the sake of 
his daughters, since Therese, who had her mother’s beauty, 
—while Henriette rather resembled her father—was just 
out. Of society Stein soon grew weary, and he had already 
set his face determinedly towards Germany, when the im- 
portunities of the same Therese prevailed upon him to 
make a flying visit to Naples, where General Walmoden 
was able to provide quarters for them. When at last in 
May he recrossed the Alps by Venice and the Tirol he 
left behind a strong impression stamped upon the mind of 
a young observer whose opinions have an interest for the 
present generation, and even more in England than in 
Germany. In the biography of Bunsen we read as follows; 


The period that followed was one of vigorous health, and the winter and 
spring of 182:—22 are marked in my memory as peculiarly calm and cheerful 
‘owing to the health and happy activity on the part of Bunsen, He was less 
drawn into society than had been the case in the winter of x8xp—20, when the 
presence of the deservedly celebrated Baron vom Stein called upon him for a 
sacrifice of time willingly made, thought considerable, in order to show him the 
‘objects of interest in Rome, thus giving him an opportunity of important inter- 
course, Stein was well aware of the value of these conversations to his young 
friend and therefore urged his coming to him for hours together day after day, 
With reference to these friendly invitations Bunsen once made the remark that 
he could not have given way so regularly and constantly to the demands of 
Stein upon his time had he not felt the man to be his King. This testimony to 
the inbred royalty of Stein's nature he never gave to any other individual of 
whatsoever station, 


Bunsen never saw Stein again, yet, as we remember, it 
was at his instigation that Arndt, near forty years later, 
wrote down his reminiscences of Stein; and on his death- 
bed, in reviewing his past life, Bunsen was heard to couple 
with the name of his old chief that of this King, with whom 
he had had so little intercourse. “Thanks,” he said, “to 
Niebuhr, to Stein.” 

I cannot explain the confusion of dates which occurs in 
the passage just quoted. The reader will have remarked 
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that it was not in the winter of 1819—20, but actually in the 
winter of 1820—21, which is noted as all the quieter for 
Stein’s absence, that Stein was in Rome. 

The renewed intercourse with Niebuhr remained as a 
permanent result of this tour. Niebuhr’s old feeling of 
loyalty revived with as much enthusiasm as ever, and the 
following sentences, written in August, 1821, repeat almost 
verbally the sentiments which he had expressed in 1806. 
After speaking of “the indescribably refreshing effect which 
Stein’s visit had had upon his weary and withered heart,’ 
he says, “Thank God I have not lost the yearning of a 
youth intellectually sound towards men to whom one can 
look up and whom one can fear with reverence, and hope 
to preserve it even in old age, if I live to old age! Too 
long have I wanted an object like you, and assuredly I shall 
continue to want it till I see you again.” And with the 
old enthusiasm revives the old querulousness’, the old self- 
consciousness, and particularly the old frenzy against Har- 
denberg, which he could now indulge without much fear of 
Stein’s disapproval. This part of Hardenberg’s life has not 
yet been satisfactorily written, and it would be very rash to 
express an opinion upon his behaviour towards the Reaction 
which triumphed in 1819. But he had certainly drifted into 
a false position like that of Chatham in 1766, and since he 
would not resign could scarcely complain if even the most 
candid observers now abandoned his cause. Stein now 
speaks of him with as little forbearance as Niebuhr, and 
this seems to be what is meant when it is asserted that he 
now acknowledged Niebuhr to have been right in the old 
dispute of 1810. When the negotiations with the Pope 
were on the point of being concluded by Niebuhr, Harden- 
berg came from Laibach to Rome to appropriate not only 
the credit of them but—according to Niebuhr’s friends— 
even the presents, worth 20,000 scudi, which on such an 
occasion would naturally have fallen to the Ambassador. 


‘This evening, writes Niebuhr on March eard, we have had the appointed 
conference with the Chancellor,— Cardinal Consalvi and I,-—and all is settled, 
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‘The Cardinal had had the points of my last note extracted, and proposed the 
answers which I had agreed on with his Secretary. Hardenberg said Yes, 
without knowing what the matter was... Hardenberg always says “Yes” 
Because “No” must have some sort of reason, 


And later, 


The King has ratified in a Cabinet Order sent me by Hardeaberg the re~ 
sults of the negotiation concluded by the Chancellor of State during his visit to 
Rome . . . As to any expression of the King's satisfaction with one so insigni- 
ficant as I am, though the Cabinet used to instruct the Ministers to convey 
this toan Ambassador, and though a sincere Royalist would value it much and 
put up with a good deal for the sake of it, that is so much out of the question 
that his Majesty or his Majesty’s draughtsman is entirely unaware that any 
one but the Chancellor had anything to do with the business, or at least had 
laboured to any purpose in it. 


Soon after his return to Germany, Stein himself was 
drawn into a new controversy with Hardenberg by the cir- 
cumstances of the Westphalian Province. Two questions 
were at issue, first the legal existence of the Estates of the 
County Mark, secondly the conditions of the abolition of 
serfdom in the lands between the Rhine and the Elbe. On 
the first question, which was raised by Hardenberg’s refusal 
on September 15th to recognize, even provisionally pending 
other arrangements, the existence of the Estates of the 
County, Stein, being consulted by some of the repre- 
sentatives, wrote on October 6th a paper strongly support- 
ing the claims of the Estates. It is important as expressing 
a repugnance to bureaucracy which he seems about this 
time to have felt much more intensely than in his earlier 
life. After describing the old functions of the Estates and 
appealing to the experience he had himself had more than 
thirty years before of their utility, after asserting the just 
claim of the County to see them restored, he protests 
against the alternative form of Government by saying, “In 
splace of this enduring and protective institution we have 
a hierarchy of officials, meddling in everything, settling 
everything, expensive, tapering to a point in the Chancellor- 
ship of State and trebling the cost of administration as it 
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was in 1806.” He is however still polite enough towards 
Hardenberg to say, “I have reason to think that the Chan- 
cellor of State wishes for a Constitution both provincial and 
central and seeks to maintain it, but that he finds many 
difficulties in the way of attaining his object.” How much 
just at this time Stein was impressed with the evils of 
bureaucracy, which while the promise of a Constitution re- 
mained unfulfilled was settling down with a leaden weight, 
may be seen from the following sentences, the most em- 
phatic he ever wrote on the subject, which occur in a letter 
to Gagern dated August 24th. Gagern had written mainly 
on the Greek question and had closed his letter with the 
words, ‘He is no more! Sic transit gloria mundi! And 
you? and your relations to him?” Stein answers, maintain- 
ing a complete silence on his relations to Napoleon, as 
follows: 


‘My Westphalian friends who visit me are more interested in the conse 
quences of the new class tax that has been given us, and the Edict on the posi- 
tion of the peasantry, which contents neither peasants nor landlords, than with 
the great events on the Danube and in the valleys of Greece... Hence you 
see that I have not much to say on the events of the day except that I have 
little confidence inthose who control them directly, but an unlimited confidence 
in Providence, that I expect nothing even from the Constitution, necessary to 
Prussia and beneficial as it may be, while the King’s courtiers and the in- 
fluences of the Austrian Court counteract it, and as to our continuing to be 
ruled by bureaucrats, salaried, book-learned, without interests and without 
property—that will last while it lasts! ‘These four words express the spirit of 
‘our soulless government-machine and of others like it; sadaried, that means a 
tendency to maintain and increase the number of the salaried; book-/earned, 
that is, living in the world of words not of realities; eoidhout indeseets, for they 
are not connected with any of the classes of citizens that make up the State, 
but are a caste by themselves, the caste of writers; without property, that 
means that all the movements of property leave them unaffected, whether it is 
rain or sunshine, whether taxes rise or fall, whether old traditional rights are 
abolished or maintained, whether all the peasants are transformed in virtue of 
a theory into hired labourers, and for serfdom to the landlord there is substi 
tuted serfdom to the Jews and the money-lenders. All this does not_con- 
cer them, while they draw their salary out of the Treasury and sit writing, 
writing, writing, unknown, unnoticed, unhonoured, in quiet office with a good 
Jock to it, and bring up their children after them to be equally expert writing- 
machines. 
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One machinery, the military one, I saw fall in 1805, on the r4th of 
October, and I should not wonder if the writing machinery has its r4th of 
October too! 


The last phase of Hardenberg’s long regime was now 
approaching. In a step which was taken at this time to- 
wards a settlement of the question of Provincial Estates 
the King passed him by altogether, appointing a new Com- 
mittee with the Crown Prince as President, and Voss, 
Ancillon, Vincke as principal members. The old Minister 
Voss now comes again into the foreground, and the Chan- 
cellor’s influence begins to be confined once more within 
the Foreign Department. The new Committee summoned 
deputies from each province to Berlin for deliberation. No 
name would eccur so soon as Stein’s when the choice of 
deputies for the Province of Westphalia came under con- 
sideration, but his old rival Voss was apparently not parti- 
cularly eager to see him again, and the tone of the official 
world in general was not at this time such that they would 
gladly hear him at Berlin on the question of a parliamentary 
Constitution. The well-known differences between Stein 
and Wittgenstein and the Chancellor were made a pretext 
for not summoning him, though as a matter of fact both 
Hardenberg and Wittgenstein were to accompany the King 
to the Congress of Verona’, which met in the autumn. To 
atone for the appearance of disrespect which this preter- 
mission wore, it was determined that the Crown Prince 
should ask him to give his opinion in writing, and accord- 
ingly on October 30th, 1822, Stein received the following 
letter: 


Dear Minister, 

It is with great joy that I write to you to-day for the first time in my life, 
and at the same time with great expectations, for if you give a good reception 
to these lines and to what accompanies them, I hope to receive from you a 
most particular, weighty, and momentous answer, 

‘You will no doubt guess, venerable Baron, that I speak of that question of 
Estates which the King has been graciously pleased to entrust toa Commis- 
sion under my presidency; for you must be thoroughly conscious that such 2 
matter cannot be settled in Prussian lands without your voice. I was ghere~ 
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fore much pleased to receive the King's commission to write to you, to com- 
municate to you our principles and views and ask you to communicate yours 
and to advise us, For this purpose Ancillon and H. v. Schnberg have at my 
desire drawn up the enclosed papers. Ancillon’s paper contains our principles 
and their application in general, H, v. Schdnberg’s paper on the other hand 
deals principally with the negotiations which are to begin at the beginning of 
next month with deputics summoned from the Westphalian province. It in- 
cludes the questions we shall lay before them accompanied with a humble 
attempt to answer them on the part of the Commission. You are not, my dear 
Minister, to consider this answer as anything but an a¢tempé to apply our 
principles. It is mainly your answers to the questions that we expect from 
you. 

‘The commission which our Committee has received from the King does 
not extend beyond thé Provincial Estates, and therefore the official part of this 
letter must not transcend that limit, But as after all I may write what I like 
to you, I will adda request in my own name. ‘Do have the goodness to take 
the opportunity of communicating your views on fature Estates General of the 
Prussian Monarchy, their form, their size, their composition, and particularly 
upon the time when they should be organised. On the question whether it is 
advisable to bring them into operation at the same time with the Provincial 
Estates, or immediately after the completion of the Provincial Constitutions, 
or not till we have some assurance about the working of these—on this ques- 
tion I have scarcely heard two judgments that agree, Your grand sterling 
way of thinking, exalted above all party spirit and consequently honoured 
with the hatred of all parties alike, assures me of receiving to this question 
too an answer which will gladden my heart. 

The few short moments that I saw and spoke with you last summer are 
precious in my remembrance, I have not forgotten the promise I then gave 
you, of serving you here, as far as possible, in your researches into original 
German documents, But you must yourself set me to work by applying for 
the communication of such documents as you know or suppose to exist in our 
archives. Iwill then honestly do my part: but the result will depend not so 
much on my good vill as on that of others, 

‘And now farewell, dear Minister. I shall await your answer with the 
greatest eagerness, I earnestly beg to be held in your friendly remem- 
brance. Receive the assurance of my highest esteem and my true friend- 
ship. 

Frugprich WiLHELm, Crown Prince of Prussia. 


On the receipt of this letter Stein proceeded at once, 
with all due diligence, to compose a pamphlet on Provincial 
Estates. But as we are bidding farewell to Stein as a poli- 
tician we need not plunge again into the consideration of 
his views on this subject, particularly as he himself remarks, 
in a letter to Gneisenau, written in 1829, that “it was almost 
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entirely disregarded.” His answer to the letter of the 
Crown Prince, however, must not be omitted. 


In the remarks which I have humbly submitted to Your Royal Highness I 
have laid before you frankly and conscientiously my views on the conditions of 
an effective and practical Constitution such as will answer its object. Ifit is 
intended that the Provincial Estates shall answer their object, rights must be 
conceded to the corporation that may put it in a condition to attain its object: 
ifthe whole work is intended for show like the Austrian Estates, it would be 
better that we should be spared the farce, which deceives no one and only ex- 
cites bitterness and disgust, A wise, religious-moral Monarch, surrounded 
with a numerous, flourishing, noble and intelligent family, may trust a gallant, 
faithful and considerate people that has evidenced these virtues by sacrifices 
of every kind and by streams of blood which it shed joyfully for throne and 
country; in its heart is hidden neither treason nor rebellion. 

Follies of misled individuals, which in their very beginnings were favoured 
by the Chancellor's clumsy bidding for the applause of the bawlers, do not 
threaten the security of the State; let the detection and punishment of them 
be left to the anthorities and let severity be reserved for real criminals, The 
evils of a centralising bureaucracy are only to be healed by a national organi- 
sation of provincial institutions, not Ly wearisome and expensive changes in 
administrative machinery and personnel. 

Moreover, if the institution of Estates is to be made effective the care of 
it must be committed to faithful hands, familiar with the spirit of it and hand- 
ling it with love, lest what has been carefully weighed and wisely determined 
should be carried out with ill-will or unskilfulness or both, and make ship- 
wreck on this rovk. 

To the question of the Constitution of General Estates which has been 
imposed on me I will devote my undivided attention, but I consider the Pro 
vincial Estates as a prelude to the difficult task of summmoning General Estates; 
through them we shall not only ascertain what spirit they breathe, but gather 
much experience which we may use in organising the Imperial Estates. Add 
that their wholesome influence on universal legislation and frugal judicious 
finance will be proved, as in Bavaria, even though much thatis defective and 
clumsy shows itself in Estates and Governments, and the wounds of twenty 
years of war cannot be healed in a few years of peace. 


To a friend he sums up the contents of his pamphlet as 
follows: 


It was against a single Chamber, against the abolition of the rights of the 
Noble Corporations, against the exclusion of the Church, and it contains an 
enumeration of the branches of administration to be committed to the Estates, 
it insisted on the right of sanction and ratification in provincial affairs; that is, 
it attacked the most substantial parts of the new plan, 
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It was despatched November rith, 1822, About this 
time Stein meditated a visit to Berlin, and it is even stated 
that he had received some sort of invitation, apparently 
from the King. On the other hand, his old friend Vincke 
dissuaded him from going, thought that such a step would 
attract attention at Verona, and that disagreeable results 
would follow if Hardenberg and Wittgenstein should find 
him at Berlin on their return, The Crown Prince, he re- 
ported, would be glad to see him, but had not received in- 
structions positively to invite him. But he still entertains 
the idea, when at the end of November news arrived that 
Hardenberg had died at Genoa on his return from the Con- 
gress in the 73rd year of his age. 

We have traced the gradual estrangement of Stein from 
his old colleague and chief until it has become positive 
aversion. The last three years had gone far towards identi- 
fying Hardenberg with the party of Wittgenstein, and the 
scandals of his private life had grown unpardonable with 
his old age and decay. All these considerations, however, 
hardly prepare us for the outbreak with which Stein hails 
the news. 


Meanwhile (he writes) intelligence comes from Frankfurt that the Chan- 
cellor has had a stroke at Genoa and is dead; if only he is really and down- 
right dead and for the last time, then in the first place | congratulate the 
Prussian Monarchy on this happy event, and next I hope the King will com- 
mit the chief branches of administration to the Crown Prince, and that he will 
form an effective Ministry so as to have instruments to undertake a thorough 
revolution of the existing system, and to introduce parsimony, thoroughness 
and order again into all departments, for instead of them we now have intub- 
ordination, superficiality, waste and empty ostentation, 


‘We can, perhaps, trace in these words a thought which 
occurred at this moment to all minds, the thought that now, 
as in 1807, Hardenberg’s succession must fall to Stein. On 
‘December 7th he writes that he “has postponed his journey 
to Berlin, in order to avoid the appearance of intrigue and 
of personal views, which at the moment, in consequence of 
the death of the Chancellor, would be attributed to him.” 
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When Voss also died shortly afterwards the general ex- 
pectation became still stronger. But the King took Count 
Lottum instead, and what seemed likely to be the beginning 
of a new career for Stein proved the definitive close of his 
career. Stein and Hardenberg, in fact, pass off the political 
stage together, 

In the autobiography there occurs, under the year 1810, 
a sketch of Hardenberg’s character, which has the more 
interest when we observe that it was written immediately 
after his death. For it was at this moment, at the beginning 
of 1823, that Stein, at the request of the Crown Prince Lud- 
wig of Bavaria, wrote his autobiography. The passage runs 
as follows: 


H. v. Hardenberg had the good humour and friendliness of sanguine 
sensual temperaments, a ready apprehension , activity, an agreeable exterior. 
But his character wanted not only a moral and religious basis but also great 
nets, intensive force and firmness, his understanding wanted depth, his ac- 
quirements solidity, hence his weakness, his intoxication in prosperity, his 
maudlin softness in adversity, his superficiality which, guided by his sensuality, 
pride, and falseness, caused so much mischief. He kept all good people at a 
distance, and surrounded himself solely with mediocre and often with bad 
people, who abused him and often treated him with indecency: his favourite 
recreation was indecent conversation; intercourse with worthless women, ill- 
becoming his grey hairs, his pride and dignity, lowered him still more; he 
undermined the old Prussian spirit of parsimony and obedience, and when he 
died he left the finances in disorder, and public affairs in the hands of a multi- 
tude of ill-chosen officials. He was not one who aimed at what is great and 
good for its own sake, but only asa means to personal fame, and for that rea- 
son he could net conceive it nor attain to it, and departed unhonoured and un- 
regretted. 


By this word “departed,” quite out of place under date 
1810, Stein betrays the strong and fresh impression under 
which the passage was written. It isa somewhat melancholy 
passage when we consider how much the critic and the 
criticised had endured and done together in 1806 and 1807, 
and how inseparably their names are associated in Prussian 
history. Possibly when historical investigation overtakes 
the last years of Hardenberg’s life, which it has not yet 
done, it may be shown to be in some respects unjust. Still 
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it was not an opinion which had been formed hastily, nor 
was it written down lightly, and it was an opinion which 
many of the most intelligent contemporaries would have 
subscribed when Stein wrote it. 

But it must be confessed that Prussian politicians in 
general pass harsh judgments on each other. Almost as 
much injustice as in England is caused by party-government 
seems to have arisen in old Prussia from the secrecy of 
government, the noisom¢ atmosphere of calumny that hangs 
about an absolute Court, the mutual rivalry of provinces, 
and the dogmatism that is a characteristic of the bureau- 
cratic spirit. 


At this point I feel that my task is substantially done. 
An age of Prussian and even of German history ends when 
Stein and Hardenberg leave the scene, and it is this age 
which it has been my task to describe. What are its cha- 
racteristics? How does it compare with the other ages of 
Prussia?“ 

Stein and Hardenberg agreed in being adventurous re- 
formers, and if the most sweeping changes happened to be 
Stein’s, Hardenberg is most open to the charge of rashness; 
nor did Hardenberg, though he consented to give his name 
at last to a policy of reaction, ever cease to be a reformer 
at heart. The whole period then from the moment when in 
April, 1807, Hardenberg formed the Immediate Commission 
till his death, the whole Stein-Hardenberg period, is one of 
reform. It is also throughout a period of dictatorial govern- 
ment, with the exception of the unfortunate interregnum 
between Stein and Hardenberg which filled 1809 and part 
of 1810. In this second characteristic it is unique among 
the periods of Prussian history. The times of the Great 
Elector, of Frederick William I. and of Frederick the Great 
had been times of strenuous reform, but the Sovereign him- 
self had been the reformer; here the reformer is a dictator 
nominated by the Sovereign and trusted by him. 

These dictators take the place gf the old Hohenzollerns, 
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as in domestic government and legislation, so too in national 
defence, except that they are not actually soldiers. The 
period resembles at once that of Frederick William I. and 
that of Frederick the Great; it is at once a time of internal 
reconstruction and a second Seven Years War. The danger 
and distress are even greater than in Frederick’s War, but 
the dictators are there to maintain the King’s courage, to 
protect him from fatal advisers, to keep the country respect- 
able in the eyes of foreign Powers. And just as Frederick 
William I.’s reforms were all made with a view to future 
national defence, so in this period reform and defence are 
closely connected, and at the end of it reform gradually 
ceases because defence is no longer required. 

Such is the age considered purely from the Prussian 
point of view. But it is similar when regarded from the 
point of view of Germany to this extent, that here too, 
though faintly and fitfully, the people are led rather than 
followed by their Governments. Many German Govern- 
ments were indeed traitorous, but so far as Germany was 
faithful to herself her patriotism is appealed to and evoked 
by her Governments. We have seen this to have been the 
case during Count Stadion’s regime in Austria; even Met- 
ternich, half-hearted as he was in the War of Liberation, 
did at last, and without popular compulsion, join the national 
side. But it is principally Stein himself who forces the 
German Governments to take this course. It is he who, 
helped by the Emperor Alexander, for a moment revives a 
central German administration, for a moment overrules 
petty discords, and calls out authoritatively a German force 
against Napoleon, at the same time that the other dictator, 
Hardenberg, is calling out the whole strength of Prussia. 

But by this course the dictators create a new spirit both 
in the Prussian and the German people. They bring to an 
end the reign of passive Philistinism, they awaken Germany 
to political consciousness. Their system, though it keeps 
the initiative entirely in the hand of Government, neverthe- 
less imperatively requires free-will and character on the 
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part of the people, The War of Liberation superficially 
may look like the Seven Years War, but between the armies 
of Frederick and those of Blicher there is as great a dif- 
ference as between the Persian and Greek armies at Mara- 
thon. The former consist of slaves governed by the lash, 
the latter of citizens inspired by Arndt and Korner. But 
they are citizens in whom public feelings are still new and 
fresh, their consciousness is infantine, sensitive, inex- 
perienced. Hence when they return victorious from the 
battle-field they require very considerate treatment. Their 
rulers are still legally despotic, nor are they at first at all 
inclined to rebel against this despotism. On the contrary, 
in such states as Prussia the people are more passionately 
loyal than they had ever been before. Nevertheless they 
can no longer be governed in the old way; they have ac- 
quired on the battle-field new moral rights, rights which 
narrow-minded officials or princes spoiled by absolute power 
will never understand. Ordinary officials and princes now 
imagine that all difficulties are removed, and that a time of 
yepose is before them, just when the task of government 
has become more delicate and critical than ever. A public 
opinion has come into existence to which Government 
cannot but be responsible in a way that Frederick the Great 
or his father had never felt themselves responsible. And 
yet Government is still Government, still accustomed to 
take the lead in everything, and especially in reforms. The 
two dictators were still alive, the one old and declining, the 
other elderly but full of vigour. There was more need than 
ever of their energy, their judgment, and their reputation. 
Unfortunately they could not agree, and the one who 
nominally held the reins was the older, the less serious, 
and the less magnanimous of the two. 

Hence a transition took place which brought te an end 
the Stein-Hardenberg age. The precise change that hap- 
pened lay in this, that Government ceased to lead public 
opinion, and began to quarrel with it. It was not merely 
that Government took a different view from the public, but 
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that it seemed to have a different interest. It began to be 
spoken of as tyrannical, to be regarded as a hindrance 
rather than a help, an evil rather than a good. The un- 
fortunate perversion which Prussia had hitherto escaped 
now penetrated there too. A period began of chronic agita- 
tion on the part of the people, while Government assumed 
the réle of one who obstinately withholds something until it 
is extorted by clamour, or of a fortress suffering siege and 
compelled to yield one rampart after another. What hap- 
pened now in Prussia had taken place still earlier in Ger- 
Many, where the commencement made by Stein had led to 
nothing in consequence of the insuperable difficulty found 
in organising the Federation. This transition in Germany 
was roughly contemporaneous with a similar change all 
over the Continent. Alexander at this time ceases to be 
Liberal, and each Sovereign begins to recognize that his 
state contains a latent revolution. The doctrine of Con- 
servatism grows up, having its head-quarters in Austria, 
Metternich for its leader in politics, and Gentz for its leader 
in literature; it is therefore naturally at this time that the 
party-names of Liberal and Conservative come into use, 
and they pass into England by being applied to the two 
sides of Lord Liverpool’s Cabinet. 


CHAPTER IIL 
LAST YEARS. 


It only remains to satisfy the personal interest which 
Stein may be supposed to have excited in the reader who 
has traced his political career to its end, by describing the 
quiet course of the nine years that remained to him. 

The old age of one who has taken part in great events 
cannot but be much occupied with contemporary history and 
biography. He watches the events of his life-time assuming 
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the shape which they are ultimately to take in the history of 
the world; he sees representations of them published, which 
he knows himself able to correct; he broods over the 
question whether he himself might prudently, as he knows 
himself able to do, appear as a historian. It was so with 
Stein in his old age. 

First, as we have seen, he gratified the curiosity of the 
Crown Prince of Bavaria by writing in his own curt style his 
autobiography. All the more important statements which 
it contains will be found not merely repeated but actually 
quoted in this book. When read continuously-it suggests 
the following reflexions. 

First, the style of it is precisely like that of the numerous 
memoirs from his hand which we have had to quote, good, 
clear and strong, but official. It is not intended for the 
public, but—so far as it contemplates other readers than the 
Crown Prince—for historians. Anecdotes, descriptions, 
general reflexions, are absolutely excluded from it; the only 
passages in which any literary effect seems to be aimed at 
are the sketches of Hardenberg and Wittgenstein. Con- 
sidered as a “Mémoire pour servir Al’histoirede montemps,” 
it is less valuable than it might have been, because it betrays 
that Stein had not looked forward at the time when he was 
in the midst of great affairs to writing a record of them. 

The autobiography of Hardenberg, which has recently 
appeared, was brooded over by its author for years; as early 
as 1813 he was in the habit, as we learn from Jackson, of 
talking of it at his own table. That of Stein may have been 
written in a week, and the intention of writing it may have 
been formed a week before. Written in this way auto- 
biography cannot be minutely accurate. Goethe avowed 
that his autobiography was half poetry, but Goethe had the 
advantage that he was an object of great interest and of 
perpetual study to himself. This was not the case with Stein; 
we have called him proud, but he was proud of his family 
and of his knighthood, not of himself. There has seldom 
lived a man who troubled himself less about his awn merits, 
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or claims, or reputation, When compliments are paid to 
him he neither accepts nor affects to decline them, but 
passes them by without any notice. His letters contain abso- 
lutely no complaints of being ill-used, or not fully appre- 
ciated. The veiled forms of egoism, vindication, confession, 
penitence, are just as foreign to himas self-praise. Hence, 
though his fame has not escaped jealous depreciation, his 
assailants have never been able to show that he himself laid 
claim to the merits which they deny him; they may accuse 
his admirers of claiming too much, but they can bring no 
such accusation against himself. 

Such careless freedom in a powerful nature conquers the 
hearts of friends and dependents, but it is not one of the 
qualifications of an autobiographer. The man who is not 
disposed to think his doings particularly important will not 
be likely to remember them accurately; the man who has 
never troubled himself to inquire what are his claims to 
praise or fame will not state those claims effectively. When 
we consider it, the praise of an autobiographer is to reveal 
what it is the virtue of a man to keep secret. We are dis- 
appointed in Stein’s autobiography because it does not tell 
us of the faults of his friends, or the foibles of Frederick 
William his king, or the Czar his patron; because it leaves 
undecided all the questions which it might have settled, but 
which Stein did not care to settle, the questions how much 
was due to him and how much to others, how far he was 
tight and how far he thought himself wrong. It contains 
indeed attacks upon certain persons, but these were his 
avowed opponents; what is the use of an autobiography if 
it does not attack friends? 

But it is also somewhat vague and careless in details. 
To narrate quite accurately is perhaps not possible for any 
man who tries to record a complicated occurrence of his 
own life which he had no intention of recording, and there- 
fore kept no note of, at the time it happened. Stein’s ac- 
count of what he did at Kénigsberg in January, 1813, is 
scarcely more satisfactory than Schén’s account of it, though 
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the inaccuracy has no sinister object; you see that he has 
half forgotten what happened. 

It is also to be borne in mind, as Pertz remarks, that in 
writing to the Crown Prince of Bavaria he was obliged to 
be very reticent in his account of the War of Liberation, in 
which Bavaria played such an ignominious part, 

But as a specimen of Stcin’s character the autobiography 
is all the more interesting for some of these defects. In its 
original shape it ended at the first Peace of Paris, a short 
paragraph being added in memory of Stein’s wife; but a 
year later, on March 14th, 1824, he added some paragraphs 
explaining his retirement from public life and how he tried 
to solve the double problem which he found presented to 
him, that of reconciling himself to want of occupation and 
to old age, After mentioning his historical scheme, his 
settlement at Cappenberg and the share he took thence- 
forth in Westphalian politics, he adds by way of conclusion: 


As to the solution of the other problem presented tome, how to assume 
the right position in old age, it was lightened to me by the disappointment of 
my hopes of the approach of a better future for Germany and by mapy incon- 
veniences in the interior of my own family: these, which in particular cases 
affected me very deeply and painfully, and often incommoded me in daily 
life, weaned my mind from cazthly things; I expect nothing further from 
this life but a continuous discipline in resignation, humility, hope, and 
faith. 


Tam rather surprised at this sentence, which points at 
more serious domestic troubles than I can find any trace of 
in his correspondence. But thathe hadoneannoyanceappears 
from a letter to his sister Marianne dated Nov. 18th, 1822. 


I thank you, dear Marianne, for the assistance you have given to Louise; 
you will sce from the enclosed the difficulties in which she lives. It is not 
very uncommon for a great property to be swallowed up in play, feminine 
caprice, and hazardous undertakings; but it is tome inexplicable how it can 
have been wasted in vanity in so short a time! It will be a better arrangement 
to bequeath an annuity to Louise, 1 mean the daughter, than a sum to the 
parents which will only fall into the gulf of the old debts, 


These parents of course are the Senffts. They cross the 
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scene again, paying 2 visit to Nassau; when we find that 
they have been received into the Catholic Church. Stein 
seems to forget his old animosity to the husband, of which 
Senfft complains in his memoirs, in consideration of his re- 
duced plight. He may have felt much for the misfortune 
and misconduct of the daughter of that dearly-loved sister 
whom we saw vanquishing the heart of the youthful Harden- 
berg just fifty years ago at Nassau. 

So much for Stein’s own contribution to the history of 
his time, which was slighter than might have been expected 
from one who, besides exceptional information, had so de- 
cided a turn for history. But he marked with attention all 
that appeared from other pens. His last years were indeed 
a critical period in historical literature, Actions and events 
ona greater scale than had been known before, lay waiting 
to be chronicled. The French Revolution and Napoleon 
were knocking at the door of history, and it was soon to be 
decided what place would be assigned them. Ina letter to 
Arndt (1827) he writes, “Do you know Botta, Histoire de 
Vitalie depuis 1789? Who is the author? I fancy a Pied- 
montese officer. He is a good intelligent man, not a tire- 
some twaddler like W. Scott, who conceives the facts 
wrongly and feebly, and narrates them diffusely!” We 
must make allowance for the irritation of a statesman, when 
he sees the greatest events and those which concer him- 
self most closely appropriated with so little ceremony by 
the purveyors of light reading for the public. Who knows 
but he had a glimpse of that inieresting school of historians 
which was later to cause so much mischief by theatrical 
misrepresentations of the French Revolution and of the 
career of Napoleon? I must pause a moment on one book, 
the first appearance of which he notes in a letter to Gagern. 
He writes (March 19th, 1829), “The Mémoires d’un homme 
état ’9z—'15, are interesting, because they put together 
the occurrences of those years—they were the result of the 
way of thinking of the time, the selfishness of the Cabinets, 
the narrowness of the Generals; there was not a single great 
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ruling idea, not a single heroic figure.” (The reader should 
note that only the first two volumes of the book had ap- 
peared at this time, and that this remark of Stein’s is evi- 
dently intended to apply only to the War of the First Coali- 
tion.) He adds that the successes of 1812—1815 were the 
result of the opposite qualities, enthusiasm in the Czar 
(whom, as always, he places first), heroism in Blicher and 
his army, enthusiasm in the German people, fortitude in the 
English Cabinet. It is curious that he does not raise the 
question of the authorship of the book or speculate as to 
who the statesman may have been from whose papers it was 
drawn, Gagern in his answer does not fail to doso. He 
writes, “I found your opinion on the Mémoires, &., exceed- 
ingly interesting, pregnantly expressed, instructive. Are we 
to suppose that Hardenberg left them so in scripiis; or are 
they notes by Koreff, or perhaps the Chancellor’s last wife, 
like those we have on Napoleon from Las Casas and the 
English physician?” 

Had Stein lived longer these questions would certainly 
have occupied him much. In the year of his death, 1831, 
these volumes wererepublished, with corrections, and eleven 
other volumes were afterwards added to them. They have 
been commonly spoken of since as the Memoirs of Harden- 
berg. The principal reason I have for mentioning them 
here is that they contain, in the 9th volume, an account of 
Stein and his Ministry, and that it is this account and no 
other which has since been current in England and France. 
The ordinary English reader has scarcely the means of in- 
forming himself about Stein except from Alison’s History 
of Europe, and Alison does nothing but reproduce the state- 
ments of the anonymous homme @éat, 

There have been many successful literary forgeries, but 
it has seldom happened that a book well known to be a 
forgery has been so freely used by historians as this. There 
is scarcely an English or French writer on the revolutionary 
period whe has not drawn his information about German 
affairs mainly from it. And yet it has been long known to 


Google 


omar. m.] LAST YEARS. 189 


be the work of several compilers, Alphonse de Beauchamp, 
Alexander Schubert, and Count d’Allonville, and that their 
sources were principally the gossip current among the 
French emigrés. Pertz, who saw something of Schubert at 
Paris in 1827, and who read some of the proofs of the book, 
thinks that Schubert had bought some of Hardenberg’s 
papers, and there seems to have been an impression among 
historians—an impression, however, which was never justi- 
fiable—that the substance of the book was really Harden- 
berg’s. There is no longer even an excuse for this opinion, 
since Hardenberg’s genuine Memoirs have been given to 
the world, and we may see now upon what an unsound 
foundation the history of that time, as it is current among 
us, rests. 

Stein in this bock is born in 1756, and becomes Con- 
troller of Excise and Customs in 1784! In his absence at 
Nassau in 1807 he meditates so profoundly on the causes of 
the ruin of Prussia, that he is able not only to pass a funda- 
mental law four days after becoming Minister, but also to 
reform the Municipalities in less than six weeks afterwards, 
so that in 58 days the whole State is transformed! This 
latter statement is arrived at by overlooking that the Muni- 
cipal Reform belongs to November, 1808, and not to No- 
vember, 1807! After provoking the displeasure of Napo- 
leon, he is forced to flee to Russia, but from his seclusion 
he succeeds in founding the Tugendbund! All this Alison 
repeats faithfully, and once or twice he flatters himself that 
he can adda little detail. So for instance he tells us that 
Stein directed the agitation in Germany from his retreat in 
Courland! Can this be some confused reminiscence of 
Hardenberg’s retirement to Riga in 1807? 

But this legendary account of Stein, which he never 
lived to read, was entirely honourable to him. It was other- 
wise with some allusions occurring in the Memoirs of Bour- 
rienne which appeared in 1829. This work of Napoleon’s 
secretary provoked indeed protests from many of the per- 
sonages mentioned in it; and the criticisms upon it which 
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appeared were afterwards collected into two volumes en- 
titled, “Bourrienne et ses erreurs volontaires et involon- 
taires.” He has two passages which concem Stein. In the 
first, which gives an account of the arrest of Prince Wittgen- 
stein in 1808, in consequence of the suspicions arising out 
of the intercepted letter, Bourrienne takes occasion to de- 
vote a page or two to Stein’s character. This passage is 
full of eulogy, though Bourrienne avows that his knowledge 
of Stein is very slight. But the other passage is very dif- 
ferent. In Vol. vill. p. 348 commences a chapter which is 
entirely devoted to the story of a certain Sahla with whom 
Bourrienne had had some intercourse. Bourrienne had 
once been a student at Leipzig, and Sahla had come from 
Leipzig University in the year 1811 to Paris, and had there 
been arrested on suspicion of meditating the assassination 
of Napoleon. On his arrest he had desired to see Bour- 
rienne, of whom he had heard speak at Leipzig; Bourrienne 
conversed with him, was interested, and succeeded, accord- 
ing to his own account, in persuading Savary that it would 
be unwise to proceed to extremities with the young fanatic. 
Sahla was shut up in Vincennes, where he remained until 
the fall of Napoleon led to his release. He then returned 
to Saxony, but during the Hundred Days Bourrienne, then 
at Hamburg, heard of him again. It appeared that on June 
sth, at the Chamber of Representatives at Paris, a violent 
explosion had been suddenly heard, which had been at first 
taken for thunder, but it was discovered that a young Saxon 
had fallen down upon a packet of fulminating silver which 
he carried in his pocket and had suffered terrible mutilation. 
This was Sahla, and Bourrienne avows that his first impres- 
sion had been that he had failed in another attempt to 
destroy Napoleon, and perhaps the Chambre Législative 
along with him. But he adds, “I have since learned that I 
was mistaken about Sahla’s intentions.” He then gives an 
account of Sahla’s declaration to the police, affirming that 
he trusts in Sahla’s veracity, and that if the declaration con- 
tains any inaccuracies he would unhesitatingly impute them 
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rather to the police, of which Fouché had again at that time 
become Prefect. The prisoner’s story then, as published 
by the police, was as follows: 


He does not deny that he formerly had the intention of destroying the 
Emperor, whom he regarded as the oppressor of Germany; but that oppres- 
sion having ceased his motive for hating the author of it has disappeared also. 
‘The rapacious conduct of the Congress and particnlarly of the Prussians 
against Saxony has since exasperated him greatly against the latter, and when 
he heard of the Emperor's landing and of the good success of his enterprise, 
he began to sce in him the liberator of his unfortunate country, and resolved 
to render him all the services in his power. For this purpose hé must come to 
France. He sought an audience of M. de Hardenberg, and having obtained 
it feigned in his presence to be more bent than ever upon carrying ont his 
former design. M. de Hardenberg after loading him with praise and en- 
couragement sent him to Marshal Bliicher whom he requested to facilitate his 
entry into France, The chief of Bliicher's staff advised him to take with him 
the falminating silver, and even recommended a shop at Namur where he 
could get it. Not to excite suspicion Sahla went to this shop and bought only 
four ounces of it. He then entered France, and on his arrival in Paris im- 
mediately communicated to the Government, particularly the War Depart- 
ment, all the information he had collected about the force of the Allies, their 
plans and resources, He considered that by doing a service to France he was 
serving his owa country. 


‘The Report then continued: 


It is added that he also asserts himself to have disclosed with proofs to 
M. de Metternich, in a visit which he paid to Vienna, that M. de Stein, the 
Prvssian Minister, bad employed hin to poison M. de Monigelas, the Bavarian 
Minister, and that M. de Metternich had appeared indignant and shocked at 
such conduct on the part of M. de Stein. If these assertions are tne it must 
‘be confessed that some members of the Prussian cabinet employed at that time 
very unusual methods of diplomacy. 


Bourrienne comments on this story—after again protest- 
ing that if there is any mistake he is sure it has been made 
rather by the police than by Sahla—as follows: 


It is very difficult to admit without proof such enormous statements as 
that M, de Hardenberg encouraged Sabla to assassinate Napoleon, and M. de 
‘Stein to assassinate the Bavarian Minister Montgelas, I pronounce no opinion 
(Jene décide rien), but I regard it as a duty to express doubts om accusations 
of this kind brought against two Prussian Ministers, of whom Prince Wittgen- 
stein, the soul of honour(homme d’honneur par excellence), had always spoken 
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in respectful terms'during my residence at Hamburg. And indeed isit not at 
least equally probable that the crafty police of the Hundred Days had re- 
course to one of its familiar methods to throw contempt and excite indignation 
against its enemies? These, I repeat, are the questions I suggest without ven- 
turing to resolve any of them, 


This is a very pretty piece of calumny! How could 
Bourrienne behave more handsomely to Stein than to declare 
him an honourable man on the testimony of Prince Wittgen- 
stein? And can anything be more fair than to admit that 
the story may just as well be an invention of Fouche’s agents 
as be true? 

But perhaps it might have been fair to go a step further 
and pronounce the story to be evidently an invention of 
Fouché’s agents. Napoleon’s power depended so mainly 
upon the character he kept up before the world of an eman- 
cipator, a reformer, a popular hero, that nothing could be 
more embarrassing to him than to be proclaimed a tyrant in 
the most impressive way possible by becoming the object of 
desperate and fanatical attempts at tyrannicide. These 
attempts were still more embarrassing when they came from 
the peaceful German race. The act of Staps in 1809 had 
impressed him deeply, and he had taken much pains to hush 
it up. Now Sahla was another Staps, and in the Hundred 
Days Napoleon had a reputation to regain, and appeared be- 
fore the world as in some degree a penitent. It was there- 
fore all-important to conceal the fact that after suffering 
three years’ imprisonment for his former attempt, Sahla had 
no sooner heard of Napoleon’s restoration than he set off 
for Paris with a packet of fulminating silver in his pocket. 
The impudent ingenuity with which Fouché gives the story 
such a turn as to make its edge fall upon Prussia is worthy 
of the conventional detected rogue of comedy. Sahla was 
a Saxon, and all his rage, it appears, was turned against the 
Government which had mutilated his fatherland! To be 
sure the fulminating silver would not hurt Prussia at Paris, 
but this was merely a blind, the object of which had been 
to induce the Prussians to allow him an entrance into France, 
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One might remark that it was highly imprudent of him to 
carry such a packet habitually about him after this object 
was attained; but a lie of Fouché’s is not intended any more 
than a landscape of Turner’s to be brought near to the eye. 

However, Bourrienne most handsomely admits that pro- 
bably Fouché invented the story. That only proves that 
there is a blacker lie even than the lie which is half a truth, 
viz. the lie which is ai/ true. For how could such a story be 
answered except by saying what Bourrienne had said already 
viz. that it was probably an invention of Fouché’s? But yet 
innocent people who cannot imagine that anything which 
appears in print can be untrue, and indolent people who find 
scandal against famous men the cheapest seasoning for con- 
versation, would snatch at the story as eagerly as if it were 
well-attested, and think it all the more authentic for the air 
of candour with which it was told. At any rate, if it were 
allowed to pass uncontradicted it would soon be widely be- 
lieved. Stein roused himself, and wrote in French a refu- 
tation of the calumny, to be inserted in the French papers. 
A translation of the refutation was sent to the Allgemeine 
Zeitung, and was inserted there on December 7th, 1829, 
while the original owing to various circumstances did not 
appear in Paris. In February, 1830, he printed a pamphlet 
containing the original passage from Bourrienne; his own 
letter of refutation; a letter from Prince Metternich denying 
altogether the story of Sahla; a rejoinder to a reply since 
made by Bourrienne in a letter to Gagern; and some further 
remarks on a sentence from Bourrienne’s roth volume, 
which runs as follows: “Had the King of Prussia been with- 
out legitimate grounds of enmity against Napoleon it would 
have been prudent in him at that time to appearashis enemy, 
for it was a great means of acquiring popularity among his 
subjects, who were almost all imbued with the principles of 
liberty, and indeed with some ideas of carbonarism, spread 
and propagated by M. de Stein and his adepts.” It is of 
course easy for Stein to show the absurdity of this by relat- 
ing with how much distinction and confidence the Sovereigns 
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had treated him, and by signing himself Knight of the Black 
Eagle, and of the Orders of St Andrew and St Stephen of 
Hungary. He closes the pamphlet with the words: “I have 
one request to make of M. de Bourrienne, J fear his con- 
science may lead him to correct the passages in question. I 
beg him as a favour to do nothing of the kind—his correc- 
tions would bear the mark of his style, the style of an artist 
who has not been trained in a good school.” 

The affair brought Stein into some correspondence with 
the great publisher Cotta, in the course of which Cotta ex- 
pressed the hope of having the honour of publishing 
Memoirs from the hand of Stein himself. This hint drew 
from Stein a characteristic utterance on the subject of auto- 
biography in general. 


It is true that I possess many memoranda and materials for the history of 
the years 1806—r8rs, but I have never collected or arranged them, and have 
not even resolved to doso—it is in general disagreeable to me to speak of my 
own doings, for it is difficult as a rule to define the share one has had in an 
occurrence. One may attach oneself to definite principles and may have 
remained faithful to these, but the accomplishing of any work, &c.—that 
depends on so many extemal and incalculable circumstances—one must be a 
Frenchman to say with complacency, this I did or furthered or caused to be 
done, &c. 


We see here the explanation of that want of precise 
assertion which we have so often had to deplore in the auto- 
biography. 

Meanwhile his taste for history was indulged with less 
restraint in the study of the German Middle Ages. He la- 
boured perseveringly to procure help and sympathy for the 
Society he had founded. The task was more difficult than 
we might suppose if we considered only the natural taste of 
the Germans for fundamental research, and the great posi- 
tion of Stein inGermany. There were other difficulties be- 
sides that “obstinate isolation” of German authorship which 
Dahlmann had spoken of. One of these Dahlmann himself 
illustrated. Just after the Carlsbad Resolutions Dahlmann 
wrote to Biichler (Nov. 6th, 1819) that he had thought it a 
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matter of course after those Resolutions that the Society 
would be dissolved, since the university-teachers who formed 
@ great proportion of the editors whom the Society was 
to employ, would not be eager to place themselves under 
the direction of men with whose concurrence or sufferance 
they, and the institutions under their care, had been in- 
sulted and degraded in a manner never to be forgotten. He 
went on to say: 
. 

Thave lost the hope that under such guidance and protection after such 
occurrences. any benefit for science can accrue even from the most com- 
mendable enterprises. The best success can produce nothing calculated to 
clevate intelligence or feeling which would not be essentially irreconcilable 
with the spirit of those Protocols. And so I bid farewell to this under- 
taking till I know that those of the Federal Diet who stand at the head of it 
have declared that they will have no share in the mischief which those decrees 
will infallibly inflict on Germany. While I write ‘this I have before me the 
image of the exalted founder and first president of the Society, the Baron vom 
Stein, in my eyes the greatest statesman, in that he puts his diplomacy under 
the responsibility of his fearless sense of right and of public opinion, 


This compliment suggested to Stein that he might fairly 
hint to Dahlmann, If F do not think myself bound to 
retire from the Society, surely you need not. He wrote as 
follows : 


I donot discuss here the Resolutions of the Diet or of the Carlsbad Con- 
ference ; let them be as pernicious 2s you pleasc, our literary undertaking may 
go on without being disturbed or hindered by them, since it has no immediate 
connexion with the present, the participation of some Members of the Diet in 
the direction being partly accidental, partly useful, and their good disposition 
much to be valued; otherwise I myself from the outset just as much as you 
now should have felt a scruple against entering into association with them, or 
remaining in it. 

But take the worst and darkest view; are we therefore to despair and 
take our hands from the plough or abandon ourselves to ill-humour and the 
indulgence of an unmanly dejection, and lose trust in Providence? Such con- 
duct does not beseem a strong, sound, pious man. Retract a decision which 
has arisen from dissatisfaction at an occurrence which does not in any way 
concern our undertaking, and abide by the good and worthy purpose of join- 
ing and helping in the good work of diffusing the historical memorials of our 
country. 


It was of no use; Dahlmann would not retract his deci- 
13° 


Google cee 


196 LIFE AND TIMES OF STEIN. [pant ix. 


sion, and Stein wrote to Gagern, “Scholars are an irritable 
irrational set of people.” 

But the greatest obstacle was in that general indifference 
to what concerned Germany as a whole, which we have de- 
scribed. . It was a point of honour with Stein not to receive 
help from abroad. When he heard from St. Petersburg of 
the possibility that his old enemy, the Chancellor Roman- 
zoff, might be expected to give help, he said: “It would be 
humiliating that we should need the help of a Russian for 
our edition of the sources of German history; I solemnly 
protest against -it.” And it appears that later the Czar 
Alexander actually offered to pay the expenses of the under- 
taking, and that Stein declined to accept the offer. But for 
a long time subscriptions, whether from private persons or 
from German Governments, came in very slowly. The 
Prince Bishops of Corvey and Hildesheim refused to give. 
The Austrian Government saw something revolutionary in 
the scheme, and Gentz declared that the Emperor could not 
possibly regard such a society with satisfaction. But it was 
a greater disappointment that the Prussian Government was 
languid in giving help. Altenstein, who was now at the 
head of the Culture Department, was more enthusiastic in 
promoting Natural than Human History. “It seems to me,” 
writes Stein, “that our nation has a greater and more gene- 
yal interest in its history than in the knowledge of any erica 
from the Cape, or some new species of Brazilian ape.” And 
again, “No subscription yet from Altenstein. Meanwhile he 
has sent out twelve scientific travellers, and we may expect 
to see a musical score of the song of the howling apes of 
South America as the result of the learned labours of one of 
these gentlemen,”? These Brazilian apes caught his indig- 
nant fancy, and often reappear in his correspondence on this 
subject. 

On Goethe’s seventicth birthday the Direction assembled. 
at Frankfurt named him an honorary member of the Society, 
and received from him a letter of thank§ in his most cour- 
teous style, He mentioned his visit to Stein in 1815 when 
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he first heard of the plan, and remarks that, “although his 
own labours, whether in poetry or in other departments, had 
always been directed towards what is nearest and most pre- 
sent in life, yet they could never have been successful with- 
out serious attention to past times.” 

This is not the only occasion on which Goethe’s name 

appears in the early history of the Monumenta. It appears 
that he offered to undertake translations of some of the 
documents, with that curious readiness to stoop to tasks 
much below his powers which we see in his translation of 
Benvenuto Cellini, Stein’s answer is that it was never the 
intention of the Society to furnish German translations of 
the Documents, but that perhaps H. v. Goethe will under- 
take this on his own account—in hexameters if he likes! 
It is curious to find him at another time making the very 
same suggestion, translations of the principal works for the 
use of the ordinary reading public (July 23, 1827). 
-. Stein lived to see the publication of two volumes of the 
Monumenta, the first of which appeared in 1826 and the 
second in 1829. The first consisted principally of the Annales 
of the Carolingian period, 


In order (says Wattenbach) to avail ourselves safely of these Annales so 
as to get from them really a safe foundation for chronology, everything 
depends on an investigation of their origin and descent, on distinguishing 
later additions, and coming as near as possible to the original, if we cannot 
now actually find the original itself. ‘This is what Pertz did for the first time 
for the whole mass of the Carolingian Annales in the first volume of the 
Monumenta; he did it so admirably, and availed himself so comprehensively 
of the materials, both printed and in MS., which had been made known at 
that time, that here the surest foundation for all further investigation was 
given. 


The second volume contains the Chronicles and Bio- 
gtaphies of the Carolingian Period, 

Though Pertz is the hero of the Monumenta yet the his- 
tory of them ought not to be written, however slightly, with- 
out naming also J. F. Béhmer, a man who “alone accom- 
plished more than many societies” (Wattenbach). He had 
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originally been Librarian at Frankfurt, and, as we have seen, 
was joined with Pertz in the direction of the Society. He 
had originally intended to reserve to himself the department 
of the Impenal Charters, but afterwards gave this up and 
devoted himself to the Regesta. Later he produced an in- 
dependent collection of Sources under the title of Fontes 
Rerum Germanicarum. He has recorded some of his impres- 
sions of Stein. Thus in 1824 he writes: 


Stein is nearly seventy years old, but full of fire and force like a youth; a 
genuine German nobleman, the last of his ancient race. No storm either in 
the physical or moral world can shake him. In his mansion at Nassau he has 
built a lofty old-German tower, with the inscription, Eine feste Burg ist unser 
Gott. He is the founder of the Society for older German history, and he knows 
history himself as few Professors do. But what strikes me most in him is his 
reliance on Providence, although there are perhaps few men of his powers 
whose plans and hopes have been so much frustrated, 


Again: 


Tam often allowed to be with him for hours together, and cannot at all 
express how I feel myself elevated by him, but at the same time taught 
humility and reliance on God in earnest industry. I am touched by his kind- 
ness and his readiness to sacrifice time to me. 


And after Stein’s death: 


It is the heaviest loss I have had since Nov. 27, 1817, when my father 
died, Itis as if a star had gone out in heaven. It gave me such pleasure to 
work under his eye! No approbation can be tome such a reward as I found 
when he was satisfied with my labours on the history of our country. 


In 1827 the Berlin Academy named Stein one of its hon- 
orary members in acknowledgment of his merits as founder 
of the Society. Their resolution was communicated to him 
by Schleiermacher as secretary to the historical and philo- 
sophical section. Stein acknowledged the compliment with 
the words: “I feel the more deeply the honour of being 
named an honorary member of so famous a scientific society, 
as I can boast of no achievement in science, but only of an 
indirect influence towards the promotion of it, for which I 
am rewarded by the solace it affords.my old age.” 
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Stein was allowed in these years to take his share in 
Local, though not in Imperial, Government. Vincke, as 
Superior President of Westphalia, named him to the Govern- 
ment as by far the fittest person to preside as Marshal at 
the meeting of the Provincial Estates of the Province when 
they were first assembled in 1826. Accordingly he was ap- 
pointed by an order of Cabinet dated May 17th of that year, 
and accepted the appointment rather with resignation than 
pleasure. “At my age,” he writes, “the long sittings, and 
the attention which the proceedings will require, will be 
very tiresome, exhausting and exciting; however, do your 
duty and let come what willl” And here in a sentence 
quoted already the old man calls to mind the example of 
his mother and of his early patron Heinitz, of whom he says, 
“that their life was a succession of efforts and sacrifices, 
and that they never took a thought of their own conveni- 
ence.” 

The Assembly met at Minster on October 29th, 1826. 
Vincke in his opening speech took occasion to speak of the 
venerable man who was not a native of this province, but, 
what was still better, had come to belong to it of free choice 
through a genuine attachment, respect and love for its in- 
habitants, and whose presidency in the Assembly was the 
best security for the decorum and wisdom of its delibera- 
tions. The words were certainly no empty compliment. 
The link that connected Stein with this province was of no 
common kind. He had been regarded with enthusiasm 
here long before the world at large had heard of him, and 
he had chosen it, after great achievements memorable in 
Prussian, German, and European history, as the home of 
his old age, “modus lasso maris et viarum militiaeque.” It 
must have been interesting to see him standing in the as- 
sembly like old Attinghausen among the Swiss peasantry. 
He answered Vincke with a speech in which he praised local 
parliaments in the language familiar to him. “This con- 
stitution will unite us, train us, elevate us. It will unite our 
hearts by making us all strive after one goal, the glory of 
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our country; it will ripen the mind to serious and ennobling 
activity, and prevent it from dissolving in indolence, sensual 
‘enjoyment, or childish vanity, or selfish industry; it will give 
self-respect to the individual, by bringing his nobler and 
better energies into play.” 

We can easily believe that he made an efficient president. 
Perhaps the danger would be of his authority being felt too 
oppressively, when we consider not merely his fame but his 
natural turn for despotism. One of the representatives, 
keeper of a hotel which Stein had used, came to him at 
‘the opening of the Assembly and asked for advice as to 
the line of conduct he was to pursue. ‘You are to sit 
still,” said Stein, “and listen to what wiser people have to 
say.” 

The session lasted this year till November 2oth, and was 
closed by Stein with another speech, in which he recom- 
mended more unity among classes. Questions had been 
raised which interested Stein so much that in the next March 
(1827) he paid a visit to Berlin in order to discuss them with 
the Ministers and if possible with the King. He had not 
seen Berlin since eighteen years before he had left it in the 
night to take refuge in Bohemia. He afterwards wrote to 
Archbishop Spiegel his impression of the change which the 
interval had made in the metropolis. 


Iwas pleased with my visit, I found after eighteen years’ absence an 
advance in serious and thorough culture, partly caused by the presence of 
sound academical teachers who had replaced such shallow talkers as Nicolai, 
Ramler, Zolner, &c.; I found manners purer and more religious, nothing more 
‘of the frivolous, loose habits of the officers of gensd’arme, and art and taste 
for art heightened and diffused, in short, general progress both intellectual 
and moral, 


During this visit the King named him a member of 
the Council of State by an Order of Cabinet dated April 
30th. 

‘The Westphalian Assembly met for the second time in 
1828, and sat from November 3rd till December 21st. Its 
third session, the last at which Stein presided, fell at the 


Google 


CHAP. OT] LAST YEARS, : 201 


end of 1830, commencing on December 11th of that year 
and ending on January 17th, 1831. He did not grow less 
despotic with practice, and the following description is from 
an eye-witness of his bearing in the session of 1830. 


‘When the old man came with his staff into the hall crowded with members 
standing in motley groups, every one hurried silently to his place, and ab- 
solute silence began to reign, No president's bell was needed to announce 
the commencement of the sitting; his mere appearance was a living sign. 
Prolixity he held in mortal horror, and often interrupted the talkers very 
roughly: just as little could he endure an adherence to minute formalities. . . . 
‘Once a Deputy came to the Marshal and applied for permission, which was 
required by rule, to read a written address on some question. STEIN. Ihave 
no objection, but pray be short. Depury. I will ery to be as short as I can. 
Srain. And do say something clever! till now I have heard nothing from you 
ut nonsense. Deputy. I am very sorry not to be always able to take the 
same view as your Excellency. Stain. No, no! we have nothing in common 
bat cating and drinking. 


Such language was not easily forgotten, and some years 
later when it was proposed to set up in the hall a bust of 
the deceased Marshal this Deputy was heard to exclaim, If 
the Marshal had treated you as he did me you would not 
set up a monument to him! 

Out of the first meeting of the Provincial Assembly grew 
a quarrel between Stein and Vincke. | shall not enter into 
the subject-matter of the dispute, which began in June, 
1827, and is raging more hotly than ever in September, 1828. 
Stein, as usual, sins by over-emphatic expressions for which 
he later freely apologises, but without being able quite to 
efface the impression they had left on Vincke’s mind. Vincke 
insists that Stein’s expressions are not to be considered as 
excused by haste or excitement, because “he had kept a 
copy of them.” Stein writes: 


Am I to appear like Henry IV, before Gregory VII. barefoot in sackcloth, 
fasting and singing penitential psalms? “But,” he exclaims, “‘a copy of the 
letter was kept:” he must know that! have always kept and must keep copies 
of business letters if I am not to write and act inconsistently and desultorily, 
and especially that this has been, is, and must be done with the recent letters 
which concern the affairs of the Assembly. 
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Hv, Vincke may fancy if he likes that he does well to live in war with 
me; if he wants war I know how to wage it, but only defensive war, I shall 
wait quietly for the further proceedings he may take under the influence of his 
family council, and I'am not too old to appeal in given circumstances to an- 
other instrument besides the pen. 


Stein never fought a duel, and plainly declares here that 
he would never enter into one aggressively, but the descend- 
ant of Knights of the Rhine country cannot submit further 
than this to the maxims of a peaceful age, “ Much enforced, 
he shows a hasty spark.” 

Forty years before, when Stein was Superior President 
in Westphalia and Vincke a subaltern under him, Vincke 
had gently criticised his chief by pronouncing him better 
suited to be Minister than President. Unconsciously Stein 
now delivers a crushing retort by applying to Vincke a 
Westphalian Proverb and calling him “a good horse but a 
bad coachman.” 

In November of this year the quarrel, partly by the in- 
terference of the Crown Prince, was arranged. 

Imay close my brief account of these years by inserting 
a letter which Stein wrote in 1829 to Gneisenau. The latter 
had written as follows: 


Your shutting yourself up so completely in your Westphalian castle and 
leading a solitary life is what I cannot approve, and your literary occupations 
are to my mind no justification, You could pursue them at Rerlin, in fact 
more conveniently considering the great appliances, and one might offer a 
prize for a dissertation on the question, which is most meritorious, to work 
beneficially on one's contemporaries by winged words, and help to train the 
present generation, or to try to picce together the fragments of ancient history 
from rare documents. For the former task, at any rate, you are qualified as 
no one else is, and the other could be prosecuted at the same time. 


Here was an appeal to Stein’s sense of duty, and he an- 
swered it in a Memoir written almost as formally as if it 
had been intended for the King of Prussia or the Czar. For 
its autobiographical value I translate the substance of this 
Memoir. 
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In the year 1818 I gave an impulse to this undertaking, because I thought 
it for the honour of the nation to collect and set out properly the monuments 
of its history, because I considered history an efficacious means of exciting 
patriotism and sustaining it against the influence of self-interest. T hoped to 
get the necessary support from the noblesse, and perhaps from the Princes. I 
declined the offer of a subsidy from the Emperor Alexander which was made 
me by Capodistrias in the autumn of 1818, But my expectations were either 
not at all or inadequately realised, and the work could not be undertaken with 
proper vigour; it makes way very slowly, but at the same time very tho- 
roughly, thanks mainly to the excellent Editor, Pertz, of the Hanoverian 
Archives, whose merits are recognized by the whole learned world. All the 
Praise and merit belongs to him, and to me only that of the first impulse, and 
of a money subscription partly furnished by me, partly by some friends, so 
that if dissertations were written on the question you propose, only a small 
part of the praise would fall to me, and I should only be liable to be charged 
‘with the sin of omission. 

But the question rises whether I ought to omit doing as much good as 
possible by speech or action, 

By speech in a private position one can only be influential through a re» 
cognized social position, which is gained either by keeping a house which may 
serve as a centre, or else by still. I have not the smallest inclination or apti- 
tude for either, my turn for solitude, my love of independence, which amounts 
to obstinacy, do not allow me to take this course. I should express my opinion 
without sparing any one, affront and irritate all parties alike, Aristocrats, 
Bureaucrats and Liberals; they would all turn their backs on me as anold 
prattler, and neither I nor the cause would gain anything. 

A fixed official position I have not got, for when I returned from Russia 
in 2823 Hardenberg was at the head of affairs—he had ability and ready ap- 
prehension, but his pride, his immorality and spirit of intrigue wanted only 
subordinate tools, no independent or active assistants, so he surrounded him- 
self with people of the former and held aloof all from whom he could 
fear contradiction or dissentient opinion. é 


Here follows the paragraph quoted above about his re- 
tirement in 1815. He then continues: 


‘When in 1823 under the Ministry of Voss the Provincial Estates were 
organised the Crown Prince commanded me to make a report on the subject, 
but scarcely any attention was paid to it.... All this has led me to the reso= 
lution of remaining quietly in my country house, and my province, and not 
going to Berlin this winter—to be sure the Town Ordinance will come up for 
discussion in the Council of State, but I do not think I need take part in it, 
G) because the plan laid before the Couneil by the Ministry has my approval 
in all therimportant points: (2) because my remarks have been already com- 
munitated to Minister v. Schuckmann in 1827 and 1828. They deal with a 
matter which I should like your Excellency to consider, the formation in the 
towns of aSociety of Notables furnished with the franchise, active and passive, 
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in order to make this sort of election depend not exclusively on property, as 
it does now, but on intelligence as well. 

Ido not mean to be inactive, or a mere collator of MSS. and documents, 
but I would be active in proportion to the position assigned me by Providence, 
and occupy myself with the affairs of the Province, Circle, and Commune 
which J inhabit, as Marshal, Member of the Circle, Member of the Com- 
mune. 

If your Excellency will consider what I have laid before you, you will be 
disposed, I hope, to believe that I do not consume the remainder of my days 
in idleness, or absorbed in matters of little immediate practical importance. 
‘No doubt much in my present mode of action is caused by my age; it loves 
rest, my powers decline, the bonds that fetter me to the earth loosen: were I 
but ten years younger, ajourncy in winter, a residence in a great town, sever 
Courts, and manifold social duties, would not look at all as they do to me in 
my seventy-second year. 


So far of the occupations in which Stein’s last years were 
spent. They are not of such importance as to fix our atten- 
tion at this distance both of time and space. Foreign affairs 
during this time did not interest him much more strongly 
than if he had never known what it was to take a part 
in European affairs. But after the news of Alexander’s 
death had reached him he was found weeping audibly. He 
had seen the Czar at his best, and had personally owed 
much to him. He could compare his later conduct not 
merely, as young Liberalism did, with what might be wished 
or what might be suitable to a more advanced country, but 
with the conduct of earlier Czars—for he could distinctly 
remember twenty years of Catharine and the wild reign of 
Paul—and he could estimate the progress Alexander him- 
self had made since Tilsit and Erfurt. To him therefore the 
merits of Alexander continued always greatly to outweigh 
his faults, and he held that even the policy of the Holy. 
Alliance—so he wrote at this time to Anstett—had been 
‘well meant, and that “we owe to it many years of necessary 
and restorative rest, an advantage which outweighs all that 
may be charged with exaggeration and error in the applica 
tion of it?” 

The terrible scenes which accompanied the accession of 
Nicholas must have interested him deeply, considering his 
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intimate knowledge of Russian affairs. But he scarcely 
refers to them in his letters, though Gagern tries to draw 
him out, The occurrence came most home to him when his 
friend Turgeneff, at this time absent from Russia on a tour 
through France and England, was accused of a share in the 
conspiracy, and condemned to death in his absence. A 
story comes to us from Varnhagen through Pertz of a scene 
between Stein and one of Turgeneff’s judges, Count Goloff- 
kin, which was witnessed in the house at Nassau by a young 
man of Frankfurt, whose name is not given. Stein pressed 
the Count to say whether Turgeneff was really guilty. 
Goloffkin at last unwillingly admitted, “No, not guilty of 
anything beyond discontent.” “Well, but what of the 
evidence?” said Stein, “Oh! it was in Russian,” replied 
Goloffkin, “and you know, Baron, how we of the Russian 
nobility that have been educated abroad in the French 
fashion—” ... “Very true,” said Stein, “but yet you con- 
demned him to death!” ‘Mon Dieu,” exclaimed Goloff- 
kin, “we did not look at it so seriously; of course we all 
knew that he was safe in foreign parts”? The unnamed 
witness was deeply struck with the effect which this answer 
had upon Stein. His face darkened, he stood up, put his 
hands behind him, and crushing his visitor with the power- 
ful German interjection “Pfui!—Pfui! Herr Graf, pfui, pfui, 
Herr Graf!”—began to walk up and down the room as if he 
were alone or wished to be alone, Goloffkin soon took the 
opportunity presented by the door opening to make his 
escape without any ceremony of farewell. 

Slight incidents such as this would be all that remained 
to relate were it not that Stein lived long enough to see a 
new transformation of the great European scene and the 
downfall of a fabric which he had helped to build. He 
lived to see the Revolution of 1830. It so happens that 
one of those old friends who had passed through the great 
crisis of 1806, 1807 and 1813 by his side still held inter- 
course and maintained correspondence with him when this 
new crisis arrived. We have lost sight by this time of most 
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of the others. Scharnhorst has long been dead; Gneisenau, 
we have just seen, is living, but in a time of peace he falls 
naturally into the background; Humboldt still writes occa- 
sionally, but lives for the most part at a distance. Schin 
he has not once seen since the war, though he had once had 
a short correspondence with him about setting up the 
escutcheon of the house of Stein among those of the 
other German knights at Marienburg. He had again re- 
ceived a letter from him during his visit to Berlin in 1827. 
I may insert a few sentences from it by way of farewell 
to Schén, particularly as it comes from the scene of so many 
of the occurrences recorded in this book, Kénigsberg. 


Kénigeberg, May oth, 1827. 

Your Excellency is at Berlin, and as I cannot speak to you I must at least 
greet you with an autograph letter. My heart bids me do this. Often, very 
often you stand before me, and in my thoughts I talk with you, and at times 
the longing for an hour or two's conversation with you is very great. God be 
ever with youl 

How the world goes we know, and I tell myself what you say to this and 
that. The ideal impulse between 1808 and 1815 was so powerful that ma- 
terialist matures could not keep pace with it; they were but hurried along, 
and thusto be hurried along is disagreeable, and so begins pulling and pulling, 
and the age must go back in all countries, but the good God maintains the 
right, and will do so. Canning and the Laws on the Press! and neither 
Canning nor the King of France is what Luther was. He too will make his 
appearance. The first and second meetings of the Provincial Estates here 
were wonderfully fine. They were clevating, and visibly the people wes 
elevated. No King can have a more faithful or a better people, and what 
ideas have already come to light and been developed! Add that the harmony 
of the Estates is most impressive. A single wretched Town-Deputy once for- 
got himself so far as to utter the word itio in partes, and the whole Assembly 
was in an uproar, and fell upon him, and Dohna and Brandt and several others 
were for tearing him to pieces with their teeth, to think that the mention of 
such a thing could be possible in our Assemblies, Where such a temper reigns 
the people stands again with God for King and Fatherland. All the time 
there was fresh and full life in the discussions. Dohna is now quite in his 
place, and is greatly honoured. We have been drawn very near together, and 
our close connexion makes me very happy. 

About myself I can only tell you that I'am satisfied with the confidence 
which is shown me on all sides, and want nothing more on carth, Besides the 
Estates the subsidizing of the Province is a grand affair, which the King has 
committed to me. It goes on much better than I expected. A check has 
boon put to the decline, and of goo landowners on my list, of whom I expected 
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350 to be ruined in spite of the subsidly, I do not yet reckon 2 per cent. I dare 
‘say you will hear another story at Berlin, but that comes partly from the 
bureaucratic barrack, partly it refers to individuals who were bankrupt before 
106, and now want to set themselves on their legs again, so that the question 
with them is not of maintenance, but of a fresh start. The King has preserved 
our ancient race, which was lost but for this operation. And it isa fine race! 
‘My fatherland is, now that I know it im its inmost clements, more precious to 
me than ever. 

But [ wish your Excellency would come to Marienburg, to pray there. 
‘The Stein coat-of-arms stands above the three granite pillars, and very 
many see it with pleasure. May Heaven still grant you to live long! 

Sco. 


But one old friend still remained near to Stein; this 
was Niebuhr. We may conveniently exhibit the effect 
which the approach and outbreak of the July Revolution 
produced upon Stein’s mind, by taking up the story of his 
intercourse with Niebuhr at the point where we left it. 
There is the more reason for adopting this plan that we 
have throughout endeavoured to keep Niebuhr in view, and 
that his political side is nowhere better seen than in his 
relation to Stein, He is now established at Bonn as Pro- 
fessor, whence in February 1824 he writes to Stein. After 
amusing himself a little with his friend Dahimann’s crotchet 
of withdrawing from the Monumenta on account of the 
Carlsbad Resolutions, he goes on: 


I cannot conceal from myself that Liberalism so universally eries Crucify 
him! aboat me, and find on all occasions such a universal agreement of our 
savanis to treat me as excommunicated and under a ban; perhaps this may 
explain why DahImann will not answer me, Perhaps too he has been hurt by 
my expressing my surprise at his printing, as the second part of his volume, a 
very immature composition of another, in which the most monstrous things are 
uttered with the grestest presumption; e.a diatrihe against Polybius, who is 
called a sophist, his experience in war and politics named obsolete Polytechntk, 
etc., quite in the style of these gentlemen's wisdom, that they alone with the 
Constitationnel and the Allgemeine Zeitung judge infallibly from the tripod, 
and see much further than we do. ‘The fact is, all this is said against Polybius, 
but aimed at me, 


This rather startling glimpse into the secrets of the 
learned world gives Stein pain, as he says in his answer. 
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He begs Niebuhr to “struggle against his disposition to 
melancholy,” and tells him that “a man of his extraordinary 
abilities, deep and extensive learning, and noble purity of 
character, is not to be hurt by the croaking of the frogs in 
the marsh.” He adds, “Are you not at times inclined to 
too much suspicion? I enclose an extract from Dahlmann’s 
letter to Frau v. Low—he seems to have taken your criticism 
ina very friendly spirit’ Niebuhr’s rejoinder is curious: 


Your Excellency is not exposed toa peculiar annoyance which has to be 
endured in the middle class, I mean the tyranny of mediocrity, which, con- 
fiding in its majority of votes, demands submission, and attacks and proscribes 
asa rebel any one who resists because he knows better, and despises such 
contemptible tyrants. From this plague I too was free while we lived at Rome, 
and it is one of the heavy, heavy sacrifices which I made to home-sickness and 
my wife's antipathy, that I gave up a position which saved me from this ac- 
cursed equality; I say equality, because now I am only a scholar and an 
author, to whom the youngest and emptiest may fancy himself at least equal. 


He still cannot forgive Dahlmann: 


I cannot possibly write to him again, for he has answered with the most 
haughty anger a few lines which contained nothing but a playful reference to 
the folly of mixing up the Carlsbad Resolutions with the Collection, and a hint 
to think twice about such expressions as occur in his letter, ‘that he could 
never have acted with Polybius if he had been his contemporary.” It is a 
really outrageous self-conceit which rules in a small University and a remote 
Lic where there is endless chattering and Mediocrity has established her 
throne. 


But we begin now to discover the thoughts about the 
future of Europe which possessed Niebuhr’s mind, 


I do not despair of my children seeing the commencement of a time when 
even an imperial Assembly of Estates may really deliberate on business, not 
on general questions of Freedom of the Press, Trial by Jury, and such rubbish ! 
For whatever reasons the inaction in which Europe is held is aimed at, 
blessing in any case; gradually we are weaned from the violent stimulants 
which, since 1789, had grown to be our daily bread, and we learn once more 
to think about our own personal affairs, and to build and plant for a future, for 
one’s own age, and own children. Only I wish there was no Russia! It is 
really out of horror at that abominable barbaric Power that I want to settle 
my children here on the Rhine, 
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In one of these letters he asks Stein to be godfather to 
his lately-born son, who unhappily did not live long. Stein 
graciously accedes to the proposal. 

This is the form in which Niebuhr invites Stein to dinner 
for July:11th; 


‘You write that you will he here on the rth; may we not hope you will 
give us the pleasure of sharing our dinner? You will nor be annoyed that 
‘Marcus’ tutor is of the company; bat we must appeal to your friendly feeling 
for your devoted friends not to be shocked at finding us much more closely 
packed in our present lodging than in the former, so that my wife's sitting- 
room is nursery and dining-room at the same time. - As to the frugality of our 
meal we should not think of being embarrassed by it in your presence, ‘Thrift 
assuredly is the basis of freedom. 


In November of this year (1824) Niebuhr was named a 
member of the Council of State. On this occasion he has 
again “to struggle against his disposition to melancholy.” 


Thad hired a lodging, was preparing to buy a spacious house with a large 
garden, and was in treaty for another fine garden and vineyard, We had not 
been so cheerful for along time: we were making plans and building castles 
in the air, how we would enjoy this life in the coming summer: how Marcus 
would work hard in the garden. And now like a thunderbolt out of a clear sky 
comes an Order of Cabinet to announce that the King calls me to the Council 
of State. ‘The Order was not in the ordinary official style, but unmistakeably 
issued by the King himself. It dissipated all our dreams for the future, and if 
it spoilt a life here which we had just grown accustomed to, it created nothing 
for Berlin, It was nothing but a naked nomination to the Council of State, 
Had the King come to this resolution in the summer before I left Berlin I 
might have arranged matters without positive loss, and without having to sacri= 
fice a quiet existence already begun, and with the hope that my position 
would be made more comfortable for me after atime, [tut now I felt pain- 
fally how Princes do not trouble themselves to ask whether they disturh and 
ruin the existence even of those to whoni they are well-disposed, how they 
form resolutions or put them off just as it occurs to them. 


Here follows a deplorable picture of the miseries in- 
volved in a journey to Berlin. He then adds; 


I am sure it will be agreeable to your Excellency that I should write to 
you from Berlin as soon as I can get a notion of things, and as far as I can do 
it through the post. From Berlin: whither you summoned me, and where E 
shall go to the house where you lived, where I saw you for the first time (and 
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your deceased sister, who a little later was so intimate with my sister-in-law), 
as the Jews went to the site of the Temple of Solomon; it will be proveking to 
find Klewitz there. 


Stein is evidently pained at what seems to him back- 
wardness in the service of the State, but remembers that 
sacrifices, which to him as a man of property would be 
slight, might be exceedingly painful to the retired scholar, 
unable with his humble means to cope with the expense of 
a Court life. He ventures, however, to exhort Niebuhr 
“to forget the slight pecuniary inconvenience,” and says, 
“What can become of our state if men with your gifts and 
in your position, when the King and the wishes of the people 
call upon them, retreat and resign?” After a little time he 
takes courage, and preaches his friend a formal sermon in a 
letter dated December 31st; 


One word, one frank and friendly word from an eld man who loves you 
truly, spoken on the last day of the year. 

Forget yourself, deny yourself; Providence meant you for something 
better and greater than the mere enjoyment of domestic bliss, “ working in 
the garden and vineyard with Marcus," and so on. You are to devote your 
powers of mind aad will, your force of thought, your great knowledge and 
pure intentions to the public weal in strife for wruth and right; you will often 
conquer and often fail, but sooner or Inter truth makes its way, and you, the 
statesman, must be supported by the thoughts and prospect that soaner or 
Tater, in your life or aficr your death, through the efforts of the good and op- 
position of the bad, public opinion will award the laurel of truth asserted 
by you. 

Your position is such that you already influence great national affairs, that 
you have the confidence of a young man of great abilities and in a happy 
situation (the Crawn Prince), and ean influence him by instruction, guidance, 
‘cusouragement, inspiration; it is asin to misunderstand this intimation given 
you by Providence, this indication of your mission. Forget yourself, deny 
yourself, and pray in humility that He from whom all strength flows will give 
you strength and courage, 

1 did not xpprove your leaving Rome where you had a sphere of useful 
work: it was compliance with your wife, who now repents it: it was for you, 
my worthy friend, to guide and cheer your inexperienced, soft, tender, per- 
haps prejudiced mate, rather than to give . Now comes a new 
situation, it seems alarming, but look the difticnlties in the face, forget your- 
self, deny yourself, and listen to the will of Providence It will be easy to 
gratify your moderate pecuniary wishes; death opens many sources of 
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assistance; for instance, Wolf’s death sets free a considerable salary at the 
Academy. 


We have hardly found Stein adopting this tone earlier. 
He is beginning to assume the privileges ‘of old age, and 
henceforth we find him at times lecturing his younger 
friends with the same solemnity. Niebuhr did not allow 
the justice of the reproof. He writes from Berlin that “to 
live here in embarrassment, without office, without having 
anything to oppose to the insolences of those who would 
gladly kill me with their looks, merely in order to see the 
Crown Prince at dinner or in Ancillon’s company and so 
forth (I have not perhaps in the last two months talked to 
him alone for four hours), and for this to give up my future 
life, my peace of mind, the continuation of my History, and 
the education of my children—duty does not impose all 
this!” And Stein seems to admit that he is right. 

In January, 1827, Niebuhr presents to Stein the new 
edition of the first volume of his Roman History. He does 
not expect him to read it all with care, but he names certain 
chapters which he believes Stein will find interesting. “You 
will agree with my comparisons with the laws arfd institu- 
tions of our ancestors; and I flatter myself it will be agree- 
able to you to see these explained, and many words and 
expressions of our language that were obsolete or neglected 
recalled to life... . Once more in closing I must recommend 
my book to you as concerning you nearly. It would never 
have come into existence if you had not called me to Berlin.” 
Stein reads the book with great interest and writes, “What 
you say about oligarchy is very true... . Nevertheless I do 
not find in the Prussian State any oligarchical arrangements, 
not in the administrative posts, which are open to all—of 

* the eight Superior Presidents five are novi homines, of the 
four Rhenish Presidents three, and so on; nor yet in the 
newly-formed knighthood, for it is open to every one who 
can buy an estate that was before noble; so this spectre 
need not disquiet us.’” 
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Between this date and the date of the July Revolution 
scarcely any letters are preserved that passed between 
Niebuhr and Stein. In the latter days of July, 1830, Stein 
was at Nassau. Henriette, now Countess y. Giech, and 
another lady were in the house, but Stein passed much time 
in the society of Bodelschwingh, who has since appeared as 
the author of a Life of Vincke, and was to Stein a friend of 
some years’ standing. When the news arrived of the ap- 
pearance of the famous Ordonnances, Bodelschwingh and 
another friend, Liel, from Coblenz, were at his table. The 
latter, who was well acquainted with Paris, but whose con- 
nexions were with the royalist party, was persuaded that 
there would be no rising; but after dinner Stein remarked 
to Bodelschwingh, “I could see that you did not believe 
what Liel said.” Bodelschwingh admitted it, and gave his 
reasons, upon which Stein twitted him with his incredulity, 
appearing himself to feel no alarm. 

The next day Bodelschwingh drove very early to Ems, 
and returned about eight o’clock to Nassau. Stein was 
sitting under the chestnuts in his garden, drinking coffee, 
As Bodelschwingh approached he called out, “What news?” 
The answer was, “Revolution in Paris.” He was visibly 
moved, listened to all the details Bodelschwingh had been 
able to collect, and then said, “And so the wicked nation 
is to throw Europe into confusion a second time! Well! if 
they must and would break loose, all I can say is, I wish 
they had waited till I was dead!” 

‘When we look back upon the Revolution of 1830 we 
may perhaps wonder what could lead a man of enlarged 
mind such as Stein to regard it with so much alarm. After 
that of 1688 the Revolution of 1830 may be called the 
pattern Revolution. It shed little blood, it transgressed 
legality no further than was necessary, and by a contrivance 
which at the time seemed very happy, it saved monarchy 
and even the respect due to the ancient family. What was 
there in such a movement as this to frighten the daring 
reformer of 1807 and 1813f 
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We cannot raise this question without being reminded 
of Niebuhr, for if Stein was startled, Niebuhr was affected 
by the July Revolution with a despair which is often said to 
have shortened his days. Not on receiving the first news, 
when it was perhaps reasonable to anticipate terrible scenes, 
but on October sth, when the Revolution had already dis- 
played all those features which made it the admiration of 
Liberals all over the world, and when the new Government 
had restored order, Niebuhr wrote the following remarkable 
sentences in the Preface to the second volume of his Roman 
History: 


At another season this delay (the delay caused by a fire which destroyed 
is house at Bonn) would have had no influence on the execution of my work. 
But only two-thirds of it were completed when the madness of the French 
‘Court burst the talisman which kept the demon of the Revolution in bonds. 
‘The remainder has been written wader a feeling that it was a duty not to leave 
what [had begun unfinished, amid constant efforts to repel the harassing anx- 
iety ever pressing upon me from the prospect of the ruin which menaced my 
Property, my dearest possessions, and my happicst ties. ‘The first volume was 
written when everything was smiling around me, and I was thankfully and 
heartily enjoying it in perfect unconcern about the future. Now, unless God 
send us some miraculous help, we have to look forward to a period of destruc- 
tion, similar to that which the Roman world experienced about the middle of 
the third century of our era—to the annihilation of prosperity, of freedom, of 
civility, of knowledge. Still, even though barbarism should for a long time 
seare the Muses and learning entirely away, atime will come when Roman 
history will again be an object of attentionand interest, though not in the same 
amanner as in the rsth century, 


It seems to me worth while to examine with some atten- 
tion this singular prediction, which took all the world by 
surprise. We may observe, first, that it consists of two 
parts, both of which may surprise an English reader, but of” 
which only one could be surprising to the Germans of the 
time. That an age of barbarism like that of the decline of 
the Roman Empire was approaching, was an opinion which 
Niebuhr had almost to himself; but if he fears for his pro- 
perty and possessions, this is simply because he was living 
in the midst of that Rhine Province which had been wrested 
from the first Revolution, and was likely enough to be re- 
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claimed by the second. By the demon of the Revolution, 
which he declares to be unchained, he does not mean ex- 
travagant opinions or Republicanism, but the lust of con- 
quest to which Germany had been a victim in his youth. 
This had indeed no necessary connexion with Revolution, 
and Niebuhr had fancied the year before that he saw it 
lurking in the minds of the then triumphant royalist party. 
Thus in September, 1829, he had written, “That the French, 
and now more especially the so-called royalist party, har- 
bour the idea of reconquering the Rhine frontier is by no 
means doubtful to us in these parts, nor yet a secret. Even 
in this University there are persons well known to be in 
communication with the priests in France, who are seeking 
to excite rebellion against the heretical Government, 
attempts which would be simply laughable if it were not for 
the unsatisfactory aspect of things in Belgium.” But it was 
natural to think that such aggressive designs would receive 
an enormous impetus from Revolution. It seemed impos- 
sible but that the Revolution, as soon as it raised its head 
again, should demand back those conquests which were its 
own, and of which France held herself to have been unjustly 
deprived, Belgium and the Left Bank of the Rhine; and it 
would be favoured in this enterprise by the fact that the 
state of Belgium in 1830 was startlingly similar to its con- 
dition in 1790. The King of the Netherlands had played 
over again precisely the part of the Emperor Joseph, and a 
Revolution was preparing in Belgium which closely ‘corre- 
sponds to the Brabant Revolution of 1789. History rarely 
repeats itself with such fidelity, and there was accordingly 
‘nothing unreasonable in Niebuhr’s fear for his property. 
Disturbances actually did take place at Aix-la~Chapelle, and 
nothing could seem more probable than that a French army 
would soon appear to achieve the annexation both of Rhine 
Prussia and Belgium. This no doubt was the apprehension 
which flashed through Stein’s mind when he heard the news 
under the chestnut tree at Nassau, and it is expressed now 
and then in his letters of this time, though in less lugubrious 
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language than Niebuhr uses, and chiefly in the form of in- 
vectives against the French. Thus; “We must look to the 
healthy good sense of the nation; but on the other side we 
have everything to fear from their vanity and their want of 
religion.” And again: “In France the party struggles con- 
tinue, people are tired already of the present Ministry, and 
want one more democratic, a more democratic Chamber, 
&c,; it is a vain, heartless, selfish, rapacious people, irre- 
ligious, the decil take them!” 

So far, then, Stein and Niebuhr agree, but in other 
points they differ. Niebuhr is often spoken of as reac- 
tionary; and it is true that he is in the habit of speaking 
contemptuously of Liberalism; but it is worth observing that 
much as he laments the July Revolution, and despondently 
as he regards the future, his judgment on the Paris pro- 
ceedings is identical with that of the Liberals. He praises 
those who have made the Revolution, and execrates the 
party of the King. Thus on August 16th he writes: “I will 
not deny that I think the Parisians heroic, the moderation 
of the victors not simply theatrical, and the discretion of 
the Deputies, even of the extreme Left, worthy of high 
respect. Everything has gone on better than in 1789, and 
by this it is evident that the nation has really improved.” 
Again on August 4th: “The people have proved themselves 
more manly than I thought. The insult to the citizens of 
depriving them of the right to vote hitherto obtained by 
taking out a license to trade, the fear of retaining only a 
phantom of representation which might be used to procure 
sanction to the most odious decrees, and abhorrence of 
the priests, have all combined to drive the people to mad- 
ness.” Whom then does he blame? Always and alone he 
blames the Reaction. Here is a specimen of his language, 
August 16th: 


Neither docs it avail anything to curse those who have made it inevitable, 
who have exorcised and conjured till the spectre which they thought to lay 
has risen out of the earth and annihilated them. I have delivered my senti- 
ments upon this subject publicly; om the impiousness of the jesuitico-aristo- 
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cratic factions which took their rise in 1821, and how they ought to be exe- 
crated: but it has been without effect. Still every honest man whose voice 
has any weight whatever is hound to ery aloud against the sympathy and 
commiseration expressed for fallen majesty. 


Thus Niebuhr approves the conduct of the Revolutionists, 
and execrates that of the Royalists, and yet he holds the 
Revolution a fatal event, likely to introduce a long period 
of barbarism. Before we inquire how he could be led to 
take up a position so singular, let us observe that Stein’s 
view is different, and in this case much more like that of an 
ordinary Conservative. He lays the fault on the Liberals, 
and though he does not for a moment defend the King, yet 
he believes him to have been well-meaning, and to have re- 
sorted to his coup d’état in despair at the perverse opposi- 
tion of the Liberals who, he sometimes hints, were from the 
outset aiming at Revolution. This divergence of opinion is 
expressed in the following letters, the last that ever passed 
between Stein and Niebuhr. 


August o7th. I was afraid that your Excellency had not yet received my 
Minor Writings. . . . Pardon the delay, and give some attention to my father’s 
life if you did not read it in the first edition asa separate work. ‘The rest, 
I must confess, only concerns the leading men of my own special depart 
ment. 

‘A fearfal future close at hand now threatens us. Themonster is loose, and. 
for the second time no power can bind it, The Revolution seems to me all the 
more irresistible now, because it is accomplished without enthusiasm, without 
utopias, as a mere matter of course, and no courage withstands it. ‘The priests 
and a senseless perverse aristocracy have alienated every one, not only in 
France, Here the stupid fanatics were already soothing themselves with 
dreams of a religious war, and of the overthrow of Protestantism; insulting 
words prompting to rebellion were uttered from the Professor’s chair. Here, 
as in Belgium, intrigues were carried on with the parti préire in France... . 
‘There are moments when confessions of faith may be made without ridiculous 
solemnity. Mine is that had I been a French Deputy I should have belonged 
to the party Agiers, only I should not have voted for the Address, but I should 
have been for the resistance to the Ordonnances, should have signed the Pro- 
tests, and chosen another King; but all this 1 should have done on account of 
the absolute impossibility of acting otherwise, with the bitterest conviction that 
any modification of the Charter was ruin, and that those adopted would have 
heen extorted by insurrection if they had not been acquiesced in. 

How many moré months shall we live here in quiet? Meanwhile I am 
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very industrious. In October I hope you will get the second volume of the 
History, and then the third will soon go to press. Since the calamity which 
overtook our house I have not had the courage to leave wife and children, 
even for a few days: otherwise I should take the liberty of visiting your Ex- 
cellency in the holidays. 


To this Stein answers as follows, after acknowledging 
the receipt of Niebuhr’s Minor Writings: 


The Liberals and the part of the aristocracy that is connected with them 
are even more to blame than the parti préire and a perverse aristocracy for 
the present subversion of legal order in France, 

‘The best proof that the priestly party was not to be feared is the weak. 
ness it betrays on all occasions, for the spectre of Jesuitism that was dressed 
up so terribly in Villéle’s time vanished when Valismenil, &c. retired without 
opposition: the Aarti préére could neither hinder the absurd Address nor com- 
mand the elections in 18305 it succumbed, and now it is persecuted and 
despised. 

But the Liberals, composed of very different elements, were indefatigable 
in undermining the royal power, in terrifying the credulous crowd with a 
spectre of despotism, priesthood, and aristocracy, and in hampering the ad- 
ministration. They turned out the Villéle Ministry which had adroitness and 
‘business ability, the Martignac Ministry which gave the Law of the Press and 
the Law of Elections and wanted to give a tolerable Law of Communes, and 
by these unprincipled tactics drove the old aévot King to throw himself into 
the arms of an absolutist, of whom one of his friends wrote to me in December, 
3829, ' He is noble, but narrow and cbstinate.” 

Had I been a French Deputy I should have striven with all my might to 
maintain the royal power which had been shaken by the spirit of the age and 
the whole condition of things. 

In no case would I have permitted myself to choose another King,—I 
should have had no competence to do so. The Liberal jus publicum no 
doubt calls legitimacy a niaiserie, but by similar metapolitical arguments one 
might arrive to call property, inheritance, right of testation, a miaéserte, 

If there are fools at Bonn who speak from the Professor's chair of religious 
war, and overthrow of Protestantism, I was assured by some people at 
Coblenz that the Prussian Government wanted to protestantise the Catholics. 
‘The Prussian Government ought, without troubling itself about the one or 
aiming at the other, to redress the well-grounded grievances of the Rhenish 
Province; they concern the maladroit treatment of the Church affairs of both 
confessions, want of plan, want of energy, deficiency in tact, nepotistic ap- 
pointment of mediocre men from the Eastern Provinces to posts, ejection of 
natives, continuance of the provisional condition in legislation, bad appoint- 
ments to vacant Professorships at Bonn, etc. 

Ifthese grievances were redressed, a few dreamers in Bonn Chairs, or a 
few chatterers in restaurants at Coblenz might prattle; but who would trouble 
himself about their nonsense? 
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Thus we see that Stein cannot reconcile himself to the 
change of dynasty, and seems almost to lay down principles 
which would condemn the Revolution of 1688. He had 
indeed been himself condemned as a Revolutionist in 1813, 
and we have seen reason to think that the divine right of 
Frederick William would scarcely have stopped him if it 
had stood in the way of the independence of Prussia. But 
as we have seen he was a patriot far more decidedly than 
he was a libertarian, and wide and free as were his political 
views, he belonged by the whole course of his life and 
studies to the monarchical and Germanic world. He has 
therefore scruples which do not occur to Niebuhr, whose 
imagination dwelt so much in the republics of antiquity. 

The reader will find it a matter of course that he ex- 
presses his dissent uncompromisingly and without super- 
fluous compliments; otherwise the letter seems perfectly 
courteous and friendly. But it produced a curious effect on 
Niebuhr. [na long and interesting letter which he wrote to 
Pertz on November tgth, and from which we see how soon 
he expected to have his house surrounded with soldiers,— 
“there can be no worse position than that ofa town between 
two principal fortresses upon which our armies cannot but 
be driven back, even granting the most favourable result in 
the end”—occurs this passage: 


‘The end of it all is that Germany, trampled down and torn to pieces, will 
pass under the yoke of the barbarians and of the foreigners, And how many 
to whom one wishes well will sin in such a time! Others, on the contrary, will 
senselessly declare for the priests and noble party who have done it all. So 
for instance just now H. vom Stein has writica me a letter as senseless as it is 
insolent, because I had candidly expressed my opinion to him. He gives me 
to understand that the King must dismiss me (among others) from the Uni: 
the aristocratic rebels in Bel- 


versity. No doubt a nobleman connected wit 


gium has told him so. 


This passage explains another which occurs in a letter 
written by him on October 7th: 


While I was lamenting over these infatuated revolutionists I received a 
bullying letter from——, because, having occasion to write to him, [had freely 


Google ita eRe PRON 


CHAP. Tit.) LAST YEARS, 219 


declared that this resuscitation of the Revolution was entirely to be ascribed to 
the priestly party and a perverse acristocracy. He flies at me as if he would 
tear me to pieces for seeing such phantoms and defending the Liberals. There 
is a priestly-aristocratic party here, small in numbers, but which has a nest in 
Cobienz, by which he suffers himself to be befooled. However dear the 
friendship of any man may be to me, I cannot purchase its continuance at the 
sacrifice of truth, 


As Pertz remarks, Niebuhr seems entirely to misunder- 
stand Stein’s allusions to Professors at Bonn when he 
imagines them pointed at himself. It was Niebuhr himself 
who had first introduced thése Professors when he said that 
some of them had uttered words prompting to rebellion. 
Stein does indeed hint that there had been excesses on the 
Protestant side as well as on the Catholic, and it wasnot unna- 
tural for Niebuhr to suppose that the allusion was to his 
own lectures, for he says expressly in a letter of September 
27th, “Towards the end of my lectures, induced by the 
complaints made by young Protestants of the attempts to 
stir up sedition among them, I publicly attacked this treason- 
able spirit;” but certainly nothing can be found in Stein’s 
letter at all answering Niebuhr’s description, “He gives me 
to understand that the King must dismiss me (among 
others) from the University.” 

It is painful to find the long friendship of two such men 
closing with another discord, but as in the affair of 1813, 
there is some reason to hope that Stein never knew what 
Niebuhr was thinking and writing about him. But it is 
time to inquire how Niebuhr, who is so bitterly hostile to 
the party of priests and aristocrats, could take so despair- 
ing a view of the Revolution by which that party was 
signally discomfited. Partly, no doubt, he is afraid as a 
German of anything which may restore France to a sense of 
her power, because he believes that it will lead directly to 
a new invasion of Germany. Thus in 1828 he had been in 
like manner afraid of the Restoration Monarchy becoming 
firmly established. He wrote (March 14th); “It is also pos- 
sible that new parties may be formed, as was the case in 
England under the House of Hannover, which may really 
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keep themselves within constitutional limits. If so, France 
will become conscious of her power, and then woe to poor 
divided and decaying Germany!” In the same spirit he 
wrote at the end of 1830: 

‘When we contemplate the present, when we look at the tiger in the West 
waiting with glaring eyes to pounce upon his prey, and at the tone of feeling 
pervading all Germany (with the exception for the most part of our old pro- 
vinees), which furthers the design of the enemy, dissolves all bonds, makes 
resistance impossible, opens outstretched arms to the French— Give us free- 
dom,” they say, “‘and we are ready to withstand the foreigner; but their 
freedom is chaos and the sway of madmen or fools: and since their demands 
neither can nor will be granted, and there is no great man living to win the 
people to himself and carry them away with him, to all human foresight the 
Joss of the Left Bank of the Rhine to France, the inundation of the rest of 
Germany by French hordes, the destruction of the existing States, and the 
formation of servile republics under the guidance of traitors, have become quite 
inevitable after the insurrection of the Poles. 


This is a melancholy forecast, yet even this falls short of 
that vision of a return of barbarism, which he expressed in 
the preface above quoted. Niebuhr died in the persuasion 
that the tendency of modern society was towards barbarism! 
There are many to whom this will seem the very madness 
of hypochondria. Let us at least inquire what he had in his 
mind, for it is certain that this vision appeared to him with 
singular vividness and distinctness. It seems then that what 
struck him was the opening of the Social Question. Others 
saw in the July Revolution a struggle for constitutional 
liberty remarkably like “the glorious bloodless Revolution 
of 1688,” displaying the same moderation and masterly 
power of acquiescing in a compromise. Now Niebuhr too 
admired and approved the Revolution of 1688. He says 
(October 7th), “My conviction is, that before the despotism 
of Liberalism became all-powerful, there were perfectly jus- 
tifiable Revolutions in which one power was victorious in 
the struggle with another power, as in England and the Ne- 
therlands.” But in the July Revolution he saw something 
wholly different, disguised under the appearance of a new 
1688. He saw a social movement concealed behind the po- 
liticalone. Thus he wrote at the end of November: 
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‘The truth of the thing is the unveiled destitution of the populace, who are 
resolved to bear it no longer; and this again paves the way for a revision of 
property; which is not indeed something new under the sun, but has been 

of for centuries past, and even now seems quite inconceivable to our 
ians, who have sct property in the place of God, in the Holy of Holics. 
‘We have fallen into the state of Rome after the times of the Gracchi with all 
its horrors, and he who cannot see this is blind: he who thinks the question 
has anything to do with freedom is a fool; forms will no longer hold things 
together; we shall bless despotism if it protects our lives, as the Romans 
blessed that of Augustus. ‘That it was possible for reasonable men to do this 
Thad comprehended long ago; now it is perfectly vividly clear tome; and 
now also I understand Catiline. 


Such was Niebuhr’s despair. He expected to see despot- 
ism called in as a defence against socialism. His terror is 
not that of the “moneyed worldling,” for in this very pas- 
sage he sneers at those who think property the most sacred 
thing in the world. But he bears in mind how the Social 
Question was opened at Rome by the Gracchi, and how that 
occurrence sharply divides the glorious age of Rome from 
the melancholy one, and begins a long period which opened 
in bloody civil war, proceeded in Imperialism, and ended in 
a general ruin of culture and civilisation. 

We may strongly. suspect that he allowed too much 
weight to this single historical example, and certainly for 
some time there was no sign that his prophecy was likely to 
be fulfilled. The general war that seemed in 1830 almost 
certain to break out was averted, and a period of tranquil- 
lity and prosperity followed. Yet if Niebuhr could now re- 
turn to the earth he would perhaps not admit that he had 
been proved to be mistaken. The halo has faded from the 
July Revolution since the throne which it established was 
overturned, Since 1848 the history of France has taken very 
much the course which he anticipated. Socialism has there 
led to Imperialism. The reign of Louis Napoleon is a phe- 
nomenon precisely such as he foresaw. He would perhaps 
point also to the most recent phase of German History as a 
confirmation of his views. Socialism has spread there so 
widely that Bamberger lays it down that-Germany is “the 
classical land of the conflict of classes.” Authority is even 
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now called in against it, and the old prerogative of the 
Hohenzollerns which has appeared in this book as accom- 
plishing those emancipations which in other lands have been 
extorted by popular insurrection, may again be appealed to 
by terrified wealth as the name of Napoleon was appealed 
to after the terrible days of June. 

‘We are happy to find Niebuhr’s predictions less strik- 
ingly fulfilled in the case of England. To him England 
seemed further advanced than any other state upon the 
downward course. “England’s rapidly accelerating de- 
cline,” he writes (March 14th, 1828), “is a very remarkable 
and mournful phenomenon; it is a mortal sickness for which 
there is no remedy. I liken the English of the present day 
to the Romans of the third century after Christ.” Again, 
immediately after the July Revolution, “One of the leaders 
of the English Radicals has sent me a clever pamphlet, the 
inflammatory tendency of which is shown still more by the 
vignette than the contents: a repulsively ugly woman, whose 
head-dress is composed of the crown and mitre combined, 
is feeding with a spoon a bloated child, already deformed 
by over-feeding, while five starving and ragged children are 
standing below crying piteously for food, or sitting in sullen 
despair on the ground. This is in truth a picture of society 
in England. God grant that it may not come to this with us 
also!” 

Stein took an equally dark view of the condition of Eng- 
land. In November, 1828, he had written: 


‘The state of England seems to me very serious ; a Church, the Anglican, 
confronting stiffly and appressively the Nonconformist half of the people, its 
clergy for the most part non-resident, that is distant from the scene of their 
vocation, and not troubling themselves about it, a noblesse that has almost 
monopolised landed property, and by its Corn Laws drives bread toa price 
almost twice as high as with us, a population half of which is crowded into the 
towns, and so hecomes dependent on all the accidents of trade and com- 
merce, and is exposed to the most crushing want ; a steady persistency in in- 
justice toward: nillion Irish Catholics, whose treatment exhibits scenes of 
murder, persecution, speliation unparalleled in the 16th and 17th centuries, all 
caused by legislation, which ought to protect life and property; an enormous 
national debt, and at the top of the Government a King dropsical and ex- 
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hausted by sensuality, a successor in bad health, and after his near decease a 
child, a minority, 


He goes on, however, to reckon up some circumstances 
which made in our favour, and does not, like Niebuhr, pro- 
nounce the case to be without remedy. 

Without boasting much of what has been accomplished 
in England since that time, we may still feel clear that Nie- 
buhr’s “burden of England” has not proved a true pro- 
phecy, and that he would himself retract it if he could come 
again among us. 

Such were the dreary and painful thoughts and views of 
‘Niebuhr and Stein when their earthly intercourse came to 
an end. Niebuhr died at the beginning of 1831. It has often 
been said that the Revolution and his own gloomy imagina- 
tion broke his heart. And indeed the passionate expressions 
which occasionally occur in his last letters might seem to 
confirm this view. Thus, for instance, he wrote on October 
7th, “I have not experienced such a paralysis of the soul 
since 1806, 1807, as during the last five or six weeks. Even 
in 1806, 1807, when calamities we now only foresee had ac- 
tually occurred, I did not feel so vulnerable to the strokes 
of fate as 1 do now.” Still when we consider the variety of 
subjects which continued to occupy his active mind, and re- 
member that the evils he foresaw were in great part remote 
and of gradual approach, while the danger of war on the 
Rhine diminished as the new dynasty established itself, it is 
hard to accept this account, After all 1830 was a trifle com- 
pared to many years that Niebuhr could remember. He had 
witnessed the bombardment of Copenhagen, the general 
downfall that followed Jena, the despair of Tilsit, the march 
of the French armies into Russia, and all the vicissitudes of 
1813. He was already a married man when the earliest of 
these shocks fell upon him, and he had not yet become an 
old man in 1831. In these circumstances a broken heart 
seems an improbable hypothesis, though I have myself 
above, in an obiter dictum, adopted it. There is nothing to 
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corroborate it in the account of the illness which carried 
him off, and considering the eagerness of mankind to accept 
anything so pathetic, there is certainly room for a misgiving. 
Rosalind’s lively sally occurs to us; we need not paraphrase 
the first sentence of it, or say ‘No! No! men have died 
from time to time, and worms have eaten them, but not of a 
broken heart,” but perhaps we may paraphrase the rest of 
it, “ As for Niebuhr, poor man! he stayed but out one winter 
night to read the newspapers, and being taken with a chill 
died of inflammation of the lungs, and the silly chroniclers 
of the age found it was—the French Revolution.” 

Certainly the Revolution produced no similar effect on 
Stein, though it made him also anxious, He differed from 
his friend as Pitt from Burke, or as the statesman from the 
prophet. He was content with the present, and had neither 
the wish nor the power to embrace the distant future in his 
contemplations. He continued through the few months of 
life that remained to him to watch the new world which was 
shaping itself not for him but only for his descendants, and 
to give his opinion in the same cheerful tone as in the days 
when the French Revolution seemed a thing of the past. He 
comments but slightly on the death of Niebuhr, asks after 
his family, pronounces him a great scholar and an excellent 
man. His words betray no knowledge of having so lately 
given him offence. They show, perhaps, something of the 
indifference natural to one who, by the near view of death 
has grown so naturalised in the other world, that he feels 
himself rather to gain than to lose something when a friend 
enters it. 

And thus we leave behind us the generation which had 
witnessed Stein’s great deeds. On the other hand, as we 
turn over his latest correspondence, we find him at times 
holding intercourse with those rising men who were to be 
the glory of the next age. Among these was the first King 
of the Belgians. 

This series of letters has been recently brought into 
notice by the Life of Baron Stockmar. Stockmar himself 
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had made Stein’s acquaintance before the end of the war. 
During the greater part of 1814, he had acted as a surgeon 
in the hospitals at Mainz, Worms, and some other towns, 
which were under the direction of Stein as Head of the 
Central Department. His biographer writes: 


Te was during this period that Stockmar first came across Stein, and that 
inno friendly manner. ‘The military hospital at Worms had for a long time 
been empty, and Stockmar, as a physician, did his duty in admitting to it the 
wounded French prisoners. Immediately afterwards a whole stream of Ger- 
man wounded chanced to pour in, but the hospital was full. Stein in his 
wonted hasty manner blazed up, and there was an exchange of hot words. in 
which Stockmar by no means lagged behind. Still this first acquaintance with 
Stein left on Stockmar the impression of a very great individuality. Many 
years afterwards, on his way from England, he paid a visit to the great states: 
man, and was astonished at the intimate acquaintance he displayed with Eng- 
lish affairs. 


It was not on the subject of his Belgian Monarchy that 
Stockmar’s patron, Leopold, entered into correspondence 
with Stein, but on the less interesting subject of his earlier 
negotiations about the Monarchy of Greece. To us this 
subject is less interesting, because it is unconnected with 
the series of events with which this book has been occupied, 
whereas the new arrangement in Belgium was the event 
which continued that series. After observing how easily 
the July Revolution, followed so closely by the Revolution 
in Belgium, might have opened the burning question of the 
natural frontiers of France, and thus renewed the European 
war, we should proceed most naturally to consider how this 
danger was averted, namely, by the creation of the Belgian 
Monarchy, and by Leopold’s successful management of it. 
But Stein scarcely lived to see the beginning of this. On 
the other hand, he was for the moment much interested in 
the proposal which Leopold had under consideration at the 
beginning of the year 1830. The prospect of Greece falling 
into the hands of a German prince roused his German 
patriotism. He met the Prince at Ems, and conversed with 
him on the subject; and when the three Powers, England, 
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Russia, and France, nominated Leopold to the Monarchy of 
Greece, Stein addressed to him (March 19, 1830) a long 
letter. After some congratulations, he sketches the history 
of the Greek question as follows: 


‘The Greek affair was treated coldly by the Cabinets in the ycar x82r, as 
growing oat of Jacohinism, but public opinion declared itself for it, in Ger- 
many at once, later in France, and last of all in England, From Germany 
came contributions ; many young andolder people, distinguished military men, 
fought for the Greck cause: authors, poets (e.g. Miller) kindled enthusiasm, 
and finally England expressed her sympathy, by loans at high interest, by a 
sea-fight, brilliant but declared to be “untoward,” and by ansious, hampering 
negotiations, with the ideas of an Hospodarate, an annexation of Candia. In 
later years France took up the Greek cause with love, and has influenced it at 
once benevolently and beneficially ; Russia’s victories decided the question. 


He then lays it down that the Prince will only succeed in 
his enterprise by “a wise choice of the elements of civilisa- 
tion, ‘a constitution both national and municipal, an educa- 
tion scientific and religious, and a military system,” and 
proceeds to raise the question, whether in the system of 
education adopted, the forms and literature which ought to 
predominate were the English, French, or German? French 
literature he pronounces irreligious and sensual, and on the 
political side “chaotic, eccentric, and impregnated with 
party spirit,” throughout it is not founded on an earnest 
philosophy, or a sound philology, or a historical juris- 
prudence; this is admitted by their newest writers, Cousin 
and Guizot. Moreover, in France, elementary education is 
very defective. 

English literature has, with the exception of Byron, a 
serious, truthful, and religious character, which has an 
elevating influence, but its philosophy and philology are 
less advanced than the German; its older Universities stag- 
nate, better institutions of the same sort are in process of 
being established (the London University?). 

Hence he infers that German culture ought to have the 
preference, and advises that yqung Greeks should be en- 
couraged to resort to German Universities and Gymnasia, 
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and that some distinguished German scholars and teachers 
should be invited to go to Greece, 

He then passes to military questions, and writes as 
follows: 


‘The great European Powers were forced by uninterrupted wars between 
1792 and x1g to remodel their military systems. Those of the Prussian 
Monarchy owe their origin to a man whose noble character was disciplined by 
science, experience and reffexion, who was profoundly modest and devotedly 
patriotic, General v. Scharnhorst. who was killed at Gross-Gérschen in May, 
3813, His coadjutors were Marshal Gneisenau and General Grolmann, The 
principal features of this system still remain, and they evinced theirexcellence 
by this proof, among others, that they raised the character of the Prussian of 
ficers by diffusing among them scientific culture, and expelling ignorance and 
vulgarity. 


He recommends, therefore, not only the adoption of the 
German military system in preference to the French, but 
the formation of a German guard; and he reports that 
Litzow, the famous commander of the volunteers of 1813, 
is ready to undertake this task, He then remarks, that it 
will certainly be agreeable to the views of Russia that 
German influence should prevail in Greece, “for that great 
Empire, whence have come all measures for the improve- 
ment of the lot of Greece since the alarm about the influence 
of Carbonarism subsided, has ever since Peter the Great 
made German culture its model.” 

The Prince sends a very cordial and reverential answer 
to this letter on April roth, but two months later he writes 
again to explain his abandonment of the enterprise in con- 
sequence of the unsatisfactory frontier decreed to the new 
Kingdom by the Powers; he remarks, “The last time we 
talked together on this subject you preached to me that I 
should not take the affair in hand without sufficient means.” 
Stein, however, will not admit that his advice has been fol- 
lowed, but answers sullenly on June 23rd: 


I learnt from the documents printed in the public papers of your Royal 
Highness’ renunciation of the sovereignty of the new Greek State; I learnt it 
with sincere compassion for the Greeks, who have long wanted the blessings 
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ofa Government possessed of unity and vigour, and for your Royal Highness, 
since you lose an honourable and beneficial vocation. The Greele cause will 
continue under that protection of Divine Providence which has enabled 
her to develop herself in the midst of a bloody contest with a superior 
enemy, and in spite of the hindrances put in her way till 1829 by all the 
European Powers. Was not even the decisive battle of Navarino called “ un- 
toward” ? 

When the Emperor Alexander, in 1812, began the struggle with Napoleon, 
he chose for his motto, ‘‘Confiance en Dicu, Courage, Persévérance, Union,” 
and ‘with the eye of faith which in firmness and courage looks up to heaven, 
abandoned himself to the suggestions of his noble and magnanimous heart,and 
struck the giant to the earth. 

‘Haman reason can grasp what lies nearest, but not penetrate the darkness 
of the remote future ; there we must be guided by a sense of duty, confidence 
in God, resistance to selfish thoughts. 

Is the condition of Greece improved by the renunciation of your Royal 
Highness? With earnestness and perseverance might not an alteration of the 
frontier have been expected either now or in time, and meanwhile was not 
their security assured by the guarantee of the Three Powers? 

Perhaps your Koyal Highness found additional motives to your reso- 
lution in your English relations. You renounced a career which was certainly 
dangerous, difficult, adventurous, but now you involve yourself in the struggle 
of parties, and become a witness of their game of intrigue for ascendancy, in- 
fluence, &c. 


In other letters, written about the same time, the Prince 
is spoken of as a man “rather prudent than energetic,” and 
the following passage was written about a weck before the 
above: 


‘What do you say to the conduct of Prince Leopold? It is quite in the 
character of Marquis Pew-i-Peu—as King George IV. called him—instead of 
removing the difficulties, instead of finishing the task he had begun, he with- 
draws his hand like a coward from the plough, reckoning on changes which 
will follow the approaching death of George IV. A man of this unenergetic 
character is entirely unfitted to make any mark in life; he has no colour. 


Leopold lived to refute this prediction, and Stockmar’s 
biographer has a right to point out how much may be said 
in defence of the particular act which moved Stein’s con- 
tempt. But he does not deny that Leopold had put himself 
in a false position, so that Stein, who had not the evidence 
that we have of his energy and ability, might naturally judge 
his character unfavourably, especially considering how dif- 
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ferent it was from his own, There is perhaps not much 
appositeness in his appeal to the example of Alexander; 
but it is fair to remember that we are reading the words of 
an old man, who loses himself too carelessly in favourite 
remembrances. 

The last months of Stein’s life were by no means in- 
active. He found himself in that part of the ‘Monarchy 
which was most disturbed by the shock of the Revolutions 
in France and Belgium. From Nassau he could observe 
closely the Prussian Rhine Province, which was not only 
locally nearest to the scenes of disturbance, but was full of 
Catholics, who sympathised with that Catholic party which 
took the lead in the Belgian Revolution. Westphalia also 
was much disturbed. Here lay the old ecclesiastical State 
of Minster, which, as we remember, had been annexed to 
Prussia in 1803, and where the Catholic spirit was still active. 
‘There were disturbances also at Cassel, of which he heard 
from Marianne, and in Brunswick, where Pertz witnessed 
the destruction of the most valuable treasures of the Archives 
of Henry the Lion. 

Near the end of the year it came to Stein’s ears that an 
attack upon Cappenberg was discussed among the unquict 
spirits who frequented the public-houses of Borck. He sent 
for his agent Poock, and told him that he had heard that 
500 men were to invade the mansion that very evening; he . 
was determined that it should be defended to the last man, 
and desired that every gun in the house should be loaded. 
Poock was able to assure him that there was no fear: he had 
been in Borck that morning and had heard the rumour, but 
was sure that it arose from mere drunken bravado, Stein 
declared himself glad to hear it, but seemed to dwell with 
some enjoyment upon the defensible character of the house, 
and the possibility of shooting a hundred men out of the 
windows before one of the garrison could be hit. 

The Estates of Westphalia were to meet for the third 
time in December. Stein had declined, on the ground of 
health, to accept this time the nomination to the post of 
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Marshal, a laborious office, and, as his friend W. v. Hum- 
boldt said, not important enough to be held by him. But 
in the dangerous crisis of the moment his refusal was felt 
to be a blow to the Government. The Crown Prince wrote 
asking him to reconsider his decision, and the King sent a 
Cabinet Order, dated October 30th, conferring the office 
upon him, but nominating at the same time Baron v. Lands- 
berg-Vehlen to act as his Deputy. Stein accepted this ar- 
rangement. He wrote to Landsberg as follows: 


Over-anxiety about my health is not among my numerous faults; in fact I 
have often neglected it, nut considering how exaggerated was my confidence 
in its soundness, nor yet my advanced age, and 1 was punished in the winter 
of r8ay by a dangerous, and iu 1830 by a tedious, illness. One symptom of 
decay is a propensity to giddiness, which sometimes leads to unconsciousness, 
lasting for hours, and comes on particularly from cold or in an air corrupted 
by a crowd, or by cuukery, &c.; so I am forced to avoid such conditions. 


But characteristically he handed over to his Deputy all 
the formalities of the office, and reserved to himself a good 
deal of the substantial work, He announced that he should 
arrive the day after the solemn opening of the Assembly, 
and depart the day before the public scene of its dissolu- 
tion. Accordingly on December 13th he entered upon his 
duties. 

That the crisis was serious appeared when, on the zoth, 
a proposal was made to petition the King for the creation 
of a States-General (Reichsstande). Stein, who had been 
from the outset not only convinced of the necessity of such 
a measure, but indignant at the indefinite postponement of 
it as a breach of the Royal promise, nevertheless at once 
interposed, and declared that 
he held it improper at so disturbed a time to address the King’s Majesty on 
the subject of the summoning of a States-General and the promulgation of a 
Jaw for that purpose. He considered that on the one hand the public mind 
was too much excited, and on the other the war and the defence of the State 
against the foreigner so entirely claimed the attention of the King and the 
highest authorities, that they could not consider the formation of an internal 


Constitution. It was therefore indispensably necessary, before referring this 
Momentous question to the Committee, to deliberate in full assembly whether 
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it was a proper question, in the actual circumstances and general position of 
the Estates, to be discussed in the Committee, and brought before the King. 


After a discussion, in which the Deputy and others sup- 
ported Stein’s view, he put to the vote the question he had 
raised, when it was carried against him by 37 to 28, that the 
matter was proper to be discussed in Committee. 

Meanwhile, the King had some months before, in con- 
sideration of the disturbed state of his western provinces, 
named his brother, Prince Wilhelm, Governor-General of 
the Rhine Province and Westphalia. Stein had regarded 
this step with much approbation, but the arrival of the 
Prince had been delayed by a sudden illness which seized 
him. Just after the opening of the Estates, however, he 
wrote to Stein announcing that he was on the point of 
setting out for Cologne, which was to be his seat of govern- 
ment. Stein begged him, in his answer, to take Miinster 
on his way, in order that the leading members of the Estates 
might be introduced to him. The Prince had not been able 
to do so, but he wrote from Iserlohn on January 3rd, 1831, 
commenting on the proposal which had been made in the 
Estates. He agreed with Stein in thinking it inopportune; 
it would seem like taking advantage of the ferment in Eu- 
rope to remind His Majesty just at this’ moment of his 
promise, which he will no doubt keep, just because he has 
given it. He said that he would gladly undertake to report 
to the King the wishes of his subjects, and that perhaps in- 
conveniences might be avoided if the Estates could commu- 
nicate them to him confidentially. In accordance with this 
suggestion, when the question came again before the Es- 
tates on January roth, Landsberg came forward and said 
that he was convinced that any direct mooting of the 
question would give offence to the King, but on the other 
hand the deliberations of the Estates were of great im- 
portance, and it was most desirable to make known to his 
Majesty the substance of them. He then proceeded to 
say: 
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Accidental circumstances afford a suitable means of doing this, Our 
honourable Assembly has the happiness of having at its head a man who him- 
self had his share in founding the manifold institutions of the Prussian State, 
and whose truly patriotic views have heen gloriously proved in the most diffi- 
cult circumstances, The Province has the happiness of honouring in the 
King’s representative his august brother, whose noble sentiments are so well 
known. 


Accordingly he suggested that the Marshal of the Es- 
tates should be requested to lay the substance of their 
deliberations before Prince Wilhelm, and to say that they 
had indeed wished to beg his Majesty to summon a States- 
General, but that convinced as they were that his Majesty 
had the matter in his thoughts, and would gratify their 
wishes at the proper season, they had refrained from indulg- 
ing their wish at the present disturbed time, but that they 
begged his Royal Highness to take the matter under his 
charge, and make His Majesty acquainted with the views 
and feelings of the Westphalian Estates. Stein left the 
chair while this proposal was debated. It was carried, and 
an address to him embodying the views of the Assembly 
was then resolved on. The passage in which this address 
passes judgment on the system of Provincial Estates is im- 
portant enough to be given here. 


Tt cannot he questioned that a system which makes every law causing any 
alteration in sither personal or real rights, that is almost every law, dependent 
on the Successive deliberations of eight different provincial Assemblies, can 
scarcely satisfy the pressing requirements of the time, which imperatively de- 
mand a firm, consecutive, and thorough regulation of rights and administea- 
tion, It is moreover deeply ancl painfully felt that the institution of Provincial 
Estates, in spite of the efforts of the members, has hitherto failed to acquire 
that degree of public confidence and sympathy which is urgently necessary for 
such an institation and may indeed. be called its vital breath. This discourag- 
ing fact is undoubtedly caused hoth hy the apparent insignificance of the re- 
sults hitherto produced, and hy the strict secrecy of the deliberations, the re- 
sults of which do uot generally become known till late, or ina disfigured, de- 
ceptive, legendary form. 


It is added that 


‘The Assembly proudly recognises that in your Excellency they have a 
fitting organ for the expression of so great a request, since the time when you 
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were placed at the head of the administration stands out in Prussian history 
as the gladsome morning of liberal ideas and institutions, and as such ideas 
haye continued to find in your Excellency an unwavering and energetic sup- 
Port, and therefore in your mouth a prayer fora magnanimous measure will 
not sound like the echo of a momentary excitement, but like the conclusion of 
powerfal intelligence and ripe experience, and the utterance of unshaken and 
faithful love to his Majesty the King and the country. 


The Assembly broke up on January 2oth, and on the 
next day Stein, who had left Minster for Cappenberg on the 
18th, wrote this letter to Prince Wilhelm. He begins by re- 
fiexions on the behaviour of the Estates during their sessiom 
of 39 days. He reports that the natives of the old provinces 
show much loyalty; 


only in the territory of Minster there reigns a propensity to find fault with all 
the measures of the Government, a want of sympathy with it and its organs, 
and that in this respect all classes are alike, and the salon is in agreement with 
the alehouse. The cause of this antipathy is Catholicism, and the clumsy 
treatment of it by Minister y. Altenstein, in censure of whom Archbishop, 
Bishop, Member of Consistory, Professor, &c. are in absolute unison, also the 
sense of the loss of privileges which the upper classes suffered through the fall 
of the spiritual aristocracy, and a peculiar ponderous pride, characteristic of 
the Minsterlander and founded on his sense of considerable prosperity. 


He proceeds to discharge the Commission which the Estates 
had given him in plain language, which it is not necessary 
to quote. 

In drawing up his letter he had consulted the printed re- 
port of the proceedings of the Estates, and was surprised to 
find the whole address of the Estates to him as Marshal 
printed at length. He wrote at once to Hiiffer, the respon- 
sible person, remarking that no resolution had been passed 
that this extract should be printed, that he had himself de- 
clared expressly to Hiiffer that it ought not to be printed, 
and had said that a confidential communication such as was 
contemplated, if it should take the form of a printed report 
distributed among 64 persons (the number of voters), was 
something like the confidential discharge of a cannon. It 
seems that Vincke was equally surprised, for he speaks of 
“the 400 printed copies that have been made to gratify the 
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vanity of some Members.” Prince Wilhelm unfortunately 
saw the printed report before he received Stein’s official 
letter. He considered that such publicity given to the pro- 
posal altered its character, and his opinion was approved at 
Berlin, whence he received instructions to pronounce it a 
violation of the Edict of 1824, by which the Provincial Estates 
had been created, and in which their deliberations had been 
restricted to the affairs of the Province. Thus the affair 
ended disagreeably. Stein was not satisfied with the deci- 
Sion of the Government, maintaining that the Edict had only 
‘intended to prevent for ‘example the Westphalian Estates 
from discussing Silesian affairs, and quoting instances in 
which the Estates had been allowed to deliberate on mat- 
ters affecting the whole Monarchy alike. He pronounced 
that “the competence of the Estates to pass resolutions on 
questions affecting the interest of the Province and the 
Monarchy being undeniable, uncontested and incapable of 
being contested without almost entirely psssing over the in- 
Stitution of Estates, it follows that the Westphalian Estates 
were competent to present petitions having reference to a 
States-General.” 

In May the Prince and Princess visited Minster, and took 
Cappenberg on the way. They took lunch with Stein on the 
2oth, 

Arndt knows something of what passed at this interview. 
According to him, 


Before they sat down Stein took the Prince and his Aide-de-Camp, Count 
Anton Stolberg, into a private room, and lectured them both in the strongest 
language. He told them that the time was not so easy and soft that they 
should have reported to the King in such easy and soft euphuisms and circum- 
locutions the momentous matters, the just and necessary wishes and claims, 
which the faithful Estates had been forced to express and to make,” They 
should have put before the King in frankest and plainest directness all the 
seriousness, all the fearfulness which the time was big with, and how it could 
only be treated with strong heroic remedies. Indeed he rated both so that 
the Princess, who could hear all in the salon, turned pale, for on such a sub- 
Ject he could speak in a thundering voice. And then he closed by saying, 
‘«Now we have had it out, Royal Highness, come and Tet us drink a glass of 
wine.” 
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By the side of this somewhat blustering story it is curious 
to place Stein’s own account of the same interview. He 
writes, “Theit Royal Highnesses were so good as to take 
lunch here on May 20th. They were very friendly and affa- 
ble, not a word was said on the affair of the Estates, it was 
treated just as if it had never happened, and yet it has happened 
and will revive again at the 4th session.” 

Arndt need not have fallen into this error, for the letter 
which so flatly contradicts the rumour he had heard was al- 
ready printed in Pertz before his book appeared. 

Stein’s life ends here; the little that remains to be said 
refers to his death, This was an event to which he had 
long looked forward, not so much with resignation as with 
yearning. The infirmities of old age are not equally trying 
to all temperaments; perhaps to Stein, though in outward 
circumstances his last years were as happy as a man could 
pray for, they were more afflicting than to those who had 
not placed their whole happiness in action. To get the 
right thing done, to attack incapacity and expel it from 
office, to make bold and hazardous resolutions, to inspire 
kings and emperors with energy, and to support them 
against the misgivings of feebleness, everywhere to feel his 
will active and effective, this had been life to him, and for 
the absence of this literary enterprises and provincial 
politics might be a solace but could not be a compensation. 
Add to this that for a year or two now he had been alone. 
One important and anxious task had been bequeathed to 
him by his wife, the care of two daughters just entering 
upon womanhood. Arndt retained a strong impression of 
the anxicty which this charge caused him; “it disquieted 
him very much,” he says, “and he allowed his disquiet to 
appear very plainly.” But this task too was now with those 
done and finished, and there was calm at home as well as 
fair weather out of doors. Henriette was married in 1825 
to Hermann Giech, an Imperial Count, of whom Stein 
writes the following particulars to Spiegel. “His estates, 
‘Turnau, &c., lie between Bamberg and Bayreuth; they are 
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important, as he belongs to the Hereditary Councillors of 
Bavaria; he has been formed by the ordinary academic 
education, and his appointment in the Bavarian Embassies 
of London and Paris; at present he is managing his estates, 
paying his parents’ debts, &c., but I advised him not to quit 
the official career. We have known him since 1821; he 
visited us here in December and pleased us all.” The wed- 
ding took place in October, 1825. In after years the Giechs 
were often visited by Arndt in the old house at Nassau, 
which went to Henriette. The marriage seems to have been 
happy, but the Count, while still a young man, became to- 
tally blind. 

Two years later, in June, 1827, Stein wrote to the same 
clerical friend, Spiegel, about the other daughter, Therese; 
“My youngest daughter is betrothed to Count Kielmans- 
egge, the eldest son of my brother-in-law. He is a well- 
educated, clever, and amiable young man; he made his 
entrance into the world in 1815 at Waterloo, studied at 
Berlin and Gottingen in 1816, 1817, accompanied General 
Walmoden in his march to Naples and Sicily, and in 1825 
and 1826 was with General Démberg at St. Petersburg, 
where he witnessed the scenes of December. He is now 
Aide-de-Camp to the Duke of Cambridge.” In making a 
similar announcement to another friend he adds, “I do not 
like his Hannoverian official position; after a little time it 
must be given up.” The wedding was fixed for August, 
and seems to have taken place then. Thus by the end of 
1827 Stein was relieved of the cares of a father, and at the 
same time left in solitude. 

As early as 1817 he had lost the use of his right eye, 
since which time he had been forbidden to read in the even- 
ings. In 1829 and the early part of 1830 his health began 
perceptibly to fail. Besides gout and frequent coughs he 
suffered from attacks of overpowering giddiness. About 
March he had one of these, which deprived him of con- 
sciousness; on recovering himself he was heard to say, 
“Ab! if I were young I would go to Greece.” But in July, 
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when his illness returned, his hold on life seemed to haye 
slackened, Bodelschwingh during that visit to Nassau, in 
which he brought to Stein the news of the July Revolution, 
did not hear him give utterance to wishes of this kind. He 
yearned now no longer after Greece, and would listen to no 
consolations founded on the prospect of a continuance of 
life. It was now his comfort to think that the end was near. 
“At 72 the best course one can take,” he said, ‘is to die;” 
and when another fit of unconsciousness seized him one 
morning in his garden, a fit so profound that Bodelschwingh 
thought him dead, his language on reviving was not such 
as he had held in the spring. He clung now firmly to 
the thought of death, and refused to follow his adviser’s 
prescription further than might suffice to avert the charge 
of suicide. 

It is natural for us to inquire at this point what was 
Stein’s religion, though certainly he was fax from being one 
of those who regard religion more as a comfort in death 
than as a guide in life. In our long narrative we have not 
yet found an opportunity of speaking directly on this sub- 
ject, though we have seen Stein throughout professing, and 
considered by others, to be a religious man. The ex- 
planation of this is very simple, and it is easy to give it to 
English people by reminding them of the lines in which 
King Arthur shows how it is impossible for him to join the 
quest for the Holy Grail. Stein was detained from occupa- 
tions purely religious by a function which left him no leisure. 
And though the King of Prussia did not require his services 
again after the Peace, he did not cease to be in some sense 
in office; his thoughts were still forced into the same channel 
by an irresistible vocation. Whether he is at the Council- 
board or in lonely banishment, or in domestic leisure, he 
thinks always of politics, and he thinks of them not as a 
party man to whom the excitement of strife has become 
necessary, but as a patriot to whom the general well-being 
has become identical with his own, I might almost say as a 
king or emperor who has been dedicated by solemn anoint- 
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ing to the public weal, And thus with him as with the 
Arthur of romance it has become in a manner irreligious to 
be too religious. At least the luxuries of religious contem- 
plation are not for him, nor can he show his religion to 
others, except to the few who can read the language of 
deeds. In the whole mass of Stein’s letters there is scarcely 
onewhich tells us what he himself in his own mind thought of 
religion, and this for the simple reason that there is scarcely 
one which is not political. They remind us of what Arndt 
said, “Stein is never confidential, and indeed scarcely 
knows how to be.” Such life-long silence, such natural, 
invincible reticence may easily be misunderstood. It may 
be taken for mere emptiness or dryness of soul; but it 
marks not less often the greatest and deepest characters. 

But in Stein’s reserve on this subject there was nothing 
in the least degree diplomatic or calculated. He does not 
in fact avoid religious questions; only under his pen they 
become converted at once into political or administrative 
questions, because it is as a politician and administrator 
that he considers himself called and expected to speak of 
them. On their purely religious aspect he is, for the most 
part, inarticulate, not from want of interest, still less from 
secret scepticism, but from depth of feeling and diffidence. 
Although therefore religion cannot be made prominent in 
his biography, yet there is no difficulty in stating in general 
how he regarded it. 

He was thema believer. He did not merely like his con- 
temporaries Goethe and W. v. Humboldt look forward with 
hope to a future life: this indeed he did as a matter of 
course, and it may be remarked that he did it without 
effort, not as one who bears up manfully against misgivings, 
but easily and habitually. To him death is always the 
entrance to a better state of existence; as he approaches it 
he is gladdened not by the thought that it will relieve him 
of a load of weariness, but by the hope of glorious things 
to be revealed by it. When the bright valley of the Lahn 
stretched out under his Burg pleased his aged eye, he mur- 
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mured, “How much more beautiful will it be yonder!” 
This habitual serene belief gave its tone to his character. 
It exempted him from all that is worst in human suffering. 
The feeling of despair was only known, only conceivable, 
to him in a form so mild as hardly to deserve the name. 
‘When he saw civilisation to all appearance crushed under 
Napoleon's heel, we may say he despaired for a while, but 
all the time he never doubted that there were other regions 
accessible to the victims of this tyranny, regions of blessed 
and secure liberty. When he felt the approach of old age 
he writes to a friend that he feels tired of life, but he adds 
that he yearns to be reunited to the loved ones who have 
laid down the burden before him. That far more desperate 
despair which overtakes so many in these days in the 
midst of prosperity, and which makes the slightest visita- 
tion of calamity intolerable, the disbelief in life itself and in 
the whole order of the universe, was happily unknown to 
him. 

Goethe, who declared that “no strong-minded man 
allowed himself to be frightened by a coffin,” or W. v. Hum- 
boldt, who told his brother in dying that he was about to 
enter upon a higher order of things, may have resembled 
Stein in this, though both had known much more than he 
knew of doubt. But their faith had little connexion with 
Christianity, and was rather similar to that which was at- 
tained in some of the philosophic schools of antiquity. 
They were, as Goethe himself phrased it, “not unchristian, 
still less antichristian, but non-christian.” They turned their 
eyes away from the whole Christian and medieval system 
of things, to fix them with conscious preference on the an- 
tique world. Stein, on the other hand, belonged at heart 
to the Christian and Germanic world. He seldom shows 
any interest in the Greeks and Romans, and the studies 
which he pursued with such zeal and which became in his 
Jast years so methodical never tempted him beyond the 
times, or much beyond the frontiers, of his Teutonic fore- 
fathers. Of that eighteenth-century Renaissance, that re- 
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bellion against the whole tradition, particularly the religious 
tradition of modern Europe, which possessed the more 
active-minded among his contemporaries he knows scarcely 
anything. The whole philosophy of his time seems to run 
off him like water. German systems, from Kant to Hegel, 
he disregards, and the rationalistic tendencies of German 
theology he dislikes; as to the earlier influences of which 
France had been the source, while he admits them without 
difficulty in politics and economy—for he listens to Turgot 
and Adam Smith, admires Frederick the Great, and cor- 
dially accepts all that is humane in the earlier teachings 
of Liberalism—yet he never writes a word that seems to 
have been suggested either by Voltaire or Rousseau, he 
has no sympathy for Joseph IJ. nor is ever betrayed even 
momentarily into approbation of the French Revolution. 
‘Whether he ever felt any spiritual disquiet we cannot tell, 
for if he had, it would have been quite foreign to his cha- 
racter to have given utterance to it. But at the bottom of 
his mind we seem to find what may be called, in the large 
original sense of the word, piety. This man holds with his 
ancestors; if others say that their work, whether in State 
or Church, must be treated as rubbish, he says, ‘No, it is 
fundamentally good;” if others say that their thoughts, 
whether in religion or politics, were false, he says, “No, 
they were true.” 

How this could be so with respect to politics, and how 
such esteem for the past could be consistent with the most 
decisive thoroughness in reform, I trust this /narrative has 
made clear. The rebellion of the intellectual class in 
politics had been caused very mainly by their exclusion 
from practical politics, and by the unbounded license which 
was given to their political speculations in the salon and in 
the study. From this Stein was saved, first by springing 
out of a political family in which the best traditions of the 
old Empire survived, secondly by an uninterrupted career 
of administrative work. These conditions enabled him 
without falling into officialism to escape political meta- 
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physics, and without indulging in any professional self- 
sufficiency calmly to regard most of the theorists as men 
misled by a false method. But these same theorists who 
were ready to turn the political world upside down were 
also, for the most part, the bitterest opponents of religion 
and the Christian Church. One who saw so clearly their 
shallowness in one department, was likely to suspect it in 
others. 

Again, the Voltairian contempt for the past arose in 
great measure from the obscurity which had gathered over 
its history. The Middle Ages were ridiculed for their 
quaintness and oddity by lively moderns who had neither 
knowledge nor comprehension of them. Stein, by his 
origin, stood near enough to these medieval institutions to 
see in part the unreasonableness of such ridicule, and to be 
roused to indignation by it. He knew in himself what 
knighthood was; he compared the paralytic feebleness into 
which the Empire had fallen in his own time with its vigour 
in the age of the Hohenstauffen. While others therefore 
wanted to blot out the whole past of the world, and to treat 
reason and common sense as products of the 18th century, 
he saw thé matter differently. In German history at least 
he saw decay in the 17th and 18th centuries, and further 
back he saw a Germany it would be worth while to revive. 
It was this observation which put him upon the great 
literary enterprise of his old age. It was an observation 
that could not but lead him to suspect the whole Voltairian 
view of history to be equally shallow. It inclined him to 
reject beforehand all modern sneers at great and ancient 
institutions; and of these the greatest, most ancient, and 
most bitterly attacked, was the Church. 

Thus disposed from the beginning to take the side of 
religion, he was affected during the course of his life by 
other influences which drew him in the same direction. He 
himself declared that he owed much to “a pious mother 
and a still more pious elder sister.” The spirit of self- 
sacrifice displayed by his mother, springing, as it seems, 
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visibly out of her Christian belief, made a lasting im- 
pression upon him, and the family still preserve an English 
poem, copied out by his hand near the end of his mother’s 
life, in which a son describes the gradual decline of a pas- 
sionately venerated mother— 


hail the mother and the saint in one, 
And pay beyond the homage of a son, 


These feminine influences mingled strangely in his im- 
perious and ultra-masculine temperament, and make him 
scem like some Gothic chief, some Adolphus, subdued by 
the charm of Christian womanhood. The blending pro- 
duced at times a humorous trait. Thus, in his last year, 
when he fell into what seems to have been an old family 
habit of rating the French nation, he told Bodelschwingh 
“that he hated the French as far as it was allowed to a 
Christian to hate, and that, in fact, he wished the devil 
might take them all;” and when Bodelschwingh questioned 
whether Christian liberty could fairly be stretched so far, 
he answered, “ May be, but I can’t help myself.” 

Then came another influence. In his youth he might 
suspect the fashionable speculations to be shallow, but at 
least they seemed triumphant. Voltaire was crowned with 
laurels; in the very Church itself of France Christianity 
seemed almost dead; and in the country of his own adop- 
tion an infidel had sat on the throne for forty years, and 
was the admiration of Europe. But twenty years later the 
aspect of affairs had changed. The new philosophy had 
had its turn. Rousseau’s theories, both political and 
religious, had been reduced to practice, and France had 
openly broken with religion, The result had been first an 
outbreak of anarchy in France, next a reign of lawlessness 
in international affairs, ending in a universal tyranny. This 
was one of those large and palpable refutations which im- 
press practical, historical minds. It displayed vividly the 
hollowness of the millennium promised by philosophy, and 
it raised proportionally the credit of the beliefs and in- 
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stitutions which philosophy had so rashly destroyed. To 
the conservatism which had survived in his ancient family, 
to the soberness which practical experience of public affairs 
had given him, was now added the great lesson of a dis- 
astrous time. 

Just when this lesson had been driven home by the fall 
of Prussia, another of similar purport was given to him and 
to Europe. In the last extremity rescue came just from 
those countries in which the ancient beliefs were strongest, 
and from the inspiring power of those beliefs themselves. 
First Spain, then the Tirol, then Russia, resisted and taught 
Europe to resist the tyrant who had subdued the whole 
region of modem enlightenment. Asa ruler, as a student 
of the influences which move great masses of people, Stein 
had always valued religion, and held cheap the philosophies 
which speak only to the few. This esteem became enthu- 
siasm in the great uprising of Europe, and in this hour of 
trial he felt in himself the faith which he knew how to use 
in others. 

Thus the struggle with France confirmed him in religion. 
Yet it did not blind him to the value of those humanitarian 
ideas which, though not introduced, were furthered by the 
successes of France. These ideas he accepts and embodies 
in institutions, but he does not, on that account, relax his 
hostility to the French movement. For things appeared to 
him in other proportions than they wear to us. To us 
those ideas may seem the important part of the movement, 
vastly outweighing that transient Napoleonic tyranny with 
which they were associated; but to him the Napoleonic 
tyranny seemed the main thing, a universal and almost 
irresistible evil, and the humanitarian ideas only the honey 
in which the poison was administered. And this view would 
still appear the true one, but for the unexpected and well- 
nigh miraculous fall of Napoleon, brought about by the 
efforts of Stein himself and the other champions of Europe. 

But all these influences may seem only likely to incline 
him to a sort of political religion, to an approbation of 
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Christianity as a good basis for national ‘well-being. And 
indeed it is true that of this political religion more is to be 
found in Stein’s letters than of what would be called per- 
sonal religion; nor, I think, would Stein have been ashamed 
to confess that he held it one of the principal functions of 
religion to supply that agreement in elementary principles 
without which a well-ordered state is not conceivable. If 
we inquire what religion Stein cherished for himself, for the 
support of his own soul, we miss much which the common. 
views of religion regard as essential. There is no trace of 
any anxieties or terrors, no sense of danger or deliverance 
from the sense of danger. Everything that relates to what 
is called “the saving of the soul” is absent; we have before 
us in fact a man not given to terrors of any kind, and too 
much accustomed to think about others, and too much oc- 
cupied about the general welfare, to have time for such 
intense personal regards, So at least it appears, but 
this opinion is only gathered from his silence. He never 
assails or disavows such introspective religion, and so far 
as it might be favoured by the Church in which he was bred, 
probably regarded it with respect. But if he accepted it at 
all in theory it does not seem that he in any degree assimi- 
lated it. 

What has been said of his sympathy for the creeds of 
the more primitive nations might lead us to suspect that he 
had some inclination, like so many of the German noblesse 
of his time, for Catholicism. He was connected with an 
ecclesiastical Court, the traditions of his family and caste 
led him back to Catholic times, his love of the Middle Ages 
put him in connexion with the Catholicising party in the 
literary world. Accordingly we have seen him charged by 
Schén with such a tendency. In opposition to this we have 
to set the broad fact that he elected voluntarily to serve the 
great Protestant State of Germany, and remained faithful 
throughout his life to his preference for her. Again and 
again in his correspondence unstudied expressions occur 
showing that he habitually connected in his mind Protes- 
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tantism with intelligence and honesty. Thus on the question 
of a Parliament we have seen him writing, “I will not inquire 
whether the Austrian Cabinet acts worthily or wisely to take 
refuge in such sophistries, but . . . Prussia is a Protestant 
State, in which for 200 years a great and many-sided life 
and a spirit of free investigation has been developed, which 
can neither be suppressed nor misled by jugglery.” Are 
these the words of one who was at heart inclined to Catholi- 
cism? And Arndt has preserved reminiscences of his con- 
versation which breathe quite the same spirit. He used to 
say, “Thank Heaven, Dr. Luther has made the entrance 
into heaven somewhat shorter by dismissing a crowd of 
door-keepers, chamberlains and masters of ceremonies.” 
And he might be heard in friendly conversation with a cer- 
tain Catholic pastor named Fey, who owed to him an 
appointment at Landskron, to exclaim, “We who pray with 
Luther and Calvin have beaten you who pray to saints in 
every battle we have had with you. And it could not be 
otherwise! One Commander in heaven will make far 
stouter soldiers than a divided command. One God and 
still one God and God alone! Still to the One, to the High- 
est be heart and hands lifted up!” Nevertheless all this 
was without bitterness. A Catholic was to him always a 
Christian, that is an adherent of the faith which gave at once 
virtue and peace of mind, beyond comparison nearer to the 
truth than the unbeliever, and nearer too, I think he would 
have said, than the Rationalist. But when he spoke of the 
Jesuits he showed bitterness. “Our Germany,” he said, 
“may say of them that the wounds they inflicted between 
the years 1570 and 1650 are not healed yet.” And he 
speaks with disgust of the Catholic agitation in the 
Netherlands which contributed so much to the Revolution 
of 1830. 

But because he could not imagine religion but as a 
mighty popular force, blending, swaying and inspiring whole 
nations, he turned away from all theological systems which 
seemed fit only for the few, and he might at times drop a 
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phrase about them which expressed a comparative approba- 
tion of Catholicism. Such phrases are to be taken as we 
take Wordsworth’s “Great God! I had rather be a Pagan 
suckled in a creed outworn!” Of this kind is his protest 
against the censures passed on Count Stolberg for his re- 
turn to the ancient faith—“he finds in it rest and definiteness ; 
why pursue him with anger and taunts?” Nevertheless in 
his correspondence as given by Pertz even such expressions 
are very rare. On the other hand condemnations of Ration- 
alism are not rare, particularly in the letters of his last years, 
when he had more leisure to write on such subjects. He 
called it hollow, empty; he held that it paralysed Chris- 
tianity by depriving it of the character of an exceptional 
revelation, unique and mysterious. Thus he writes to his 
sister Marianne; ‘‘I believe that we have a revelation which 
is quite different from a recogyition of the truths of the 
reason, that Christ is true God and true man; that his death 
has reconciled us to God; that virtue and happiness, unat- 
tainable without him, are the fruits of the redemption. . .” 
If these mysteries were denied or explained away he held 
that religion lost in the first place all its influence over the 
people; thus he writes: 


Of pulpit eloquence the dry cold reason which loses itself in exegetical 
and metaphysical inquires is incapable. An intellectual man thus trained 
will deliver instructive discourses, but will not touch the heart, and the great 
mass of middling preachers of this kind are to the uneducated unintelligible, 
to the half-educated tiresome, and to the educated intolerable. What then is 
the use of pulpit eloquence that empties the churches But the sermon even 
ofa very ordinary preacher who is humble, pious, and anxious for the spiritual 
welfare of his flock, finds ever a susceptible audience through the pious feeling 
that reigns in it, through the operation of the Spirit of God, through the power 
of prayer, 


And besides he finds the absence of a commanding and 
awful religion demoralising to all classes: 


If in old times those who worshipped Christ and his Father were often 
tempted away from the faith that made them happy by the threat of tortures, 
80 now there is. supercilious way of thinking which despises all divine things, 
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there are bad principles widely diffused which furnish an excuse for every 
passion and every breach of faith, and an easily applied sedative in the doc- 
trine of the uselessness of all earnest and persevering effort: and this is the 
temptation, not less dangerous if less violent, which now swells the number of 
worldlings and commonplace people. 


And here he goes on to indulge for once in language 
which may almost be called mystical : 


As a drop in the sea, as a spark in the flames, our earthly desires lose 
themselves in the love we dedicate to the Eternal. If before our pride which 
shook off every yoke and would follow but its own impulse was the source of 
all evil, humility now is the source of all good, listening only to the divine and 
never to the personal will, and whereas before we died because we lived but 
for ourselves, now we truly live because we are dead to ourselves. 


It was thus he looked at the Churches and the theologies 
of the day, and in the last quotation we see how he could 
at times, in writing to his deeply pious sister, utter more 
intimate feelings. He touches here, as upon something on 
which he had deeply felt, upon the mystery of self-sacrifice 
or duty. Elsewhere we come upon traces, faint though fre- 
quent, of this strong conviction. All his friends remarked 
in him a rigid and watchful sense of duty, “With Stein,” 
says Turgeneff, “duty went before everything.” His friends 
remarked at the same time his religiousness. But in Stein’s 
own mind the two things were one. We have remarked be- 
fore his habit of using the compound adjective “religious- 
moral.” By this habit he expresses a very strong conviction 
that religion and morality, however they may be separated 
in abstraction, are inseparable in the real world. As religion 
without morality would be to him a monstrosity, so he can- 
not understand any morality without religion. His own 
sense of duty, when he tries to analyse it, appears as a love 
to the Eternal absorbing selfish desires, and what is this but 
religion, the very religion we try, however imperfectly, to 
express in Christian worship? 

Another conviction is expressed so often in his later 
letters that we are led to think that it must have been the 
result of some individual experience, and those who knew 
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him in that part of his life were impressed in the same way. 
‘What strikes me most in him,” wrote Bohmer in 1824, “is 
his reliance on Providence, although there are perhaps few 
men of his powers whose plans and hopes have been so 
much frustrated.’ Bdhmer had not, as we have now done, 
traced Stein’s life carefully from year to year, and might 
therefore be at a loss to understand what had inspired Stein 
with this feeling, though he betrays his impression that some 
actual experience must have done it. We surely need not 
share his embarrassment, It cannot be difficult for us to see 
that no grander lesson of faith in Providence was ever given 
to any man than to Stein. To every one the fall of Napoleon 
and the unexpected deliverance of Europe came home as an 
event impressive far beyond the average of human history. 
But to what other man in Europe could it come home as it 
did to Stein? We in England never saw, and only heard of 
the tyrant’s destroying armies, France, Austria, and the 
Confederation of the Rhine, were, more or less, identified 
with his cause. Only in Russia and Prussia could the sense 
of deliverance be unmixed and intense. Yet both the Rus- 
sian and Prussian might be tempted to think rather of their 
own valour than of the “mighty hand and outstretched 
arm,” and would see the successes of their own nation much 
more clearly than the general deliverance of civilisation from 
its imminent danger. Stein’s position between Prussia and 
Russia gave him a peculiarly comprehensive. view of the 
transition, and forced him to be in some degree passive. 
Moreover, it was peculiar to him that the deliverance of 
Europe was absolutely identified with his own deliverance. 
‘The same stroke which overthrew the tyrant restored him 
to his home and country, to his property, and to his family. 
Through five years his own fortune and that of Europe had 
grown together, and in the lonely broodings of his exile he 
had still felt the misfortunes of Europe in and through the 
bitterness of his own, and had found his own personal 
sufferings merged and reflected in those of Europe. Hence 
it was that the experience of 1813 left a permanent mark 
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upon his mind, and inspired him with a persuasion that 
there was no calamity so dark and universal, no prospect so 
impenetrable,—for had he not in 1809 been at his wits’ end 
to think whence deliverance could come?—but that Pro- 
vidence might be trusted speedily and splendidly to restore. 
the daylight. Hence from this time forward his religious 
mind, in moments of public perplexity, sustained itself, as 
did that of the Hebrew patriot, by remembering “the years 
of the right hand of the Most Highest.’ Those years to 
him were 1812—1815. He seeks comfort in history, in that 
history of which he has himself been witness; and in the 
midst of despondency feels his courage rise as he breaks 
out, “The waters saw Thee, O God, the waters saw Thee!” 

‘The release upon which his heart was now firmly set 
came to him in the summer of 1831. On June 17th he ap- 
peared for the last time at the Assembly of the Circle at 
Hamm, It was his intention to set out on the 2qth for 
Pyrmont, where he was to meet his daughter Therese, who 
by this time had a little son, and where Pertz also was to 
meet him. From Pyrmont he meant to go to Nassau, where 
he was to remain till September. But on the 21st he was 
out in rain and caught a serious cold, which in seven days 
carried him off. On the evening of the 28th he spoke of his 
parents and of Minister Heinitz, remarking how much suffer- 
ing had been saved them by the opportunity of their deaths, 
for the former had not seen the French on the Rhine, and 
the latter had not seen Jena. His views of what was instore 
for Europe seem to have been little less gloomy than those 
of Niebuhr. Shortly before this he had predicted, in con- 
versation with his agent Poock, “fearful wars, emigrations, 
and God knows what beside.” In the course of the night 
he awoke in fever and suffering from obstruction of breath, 
which continued through the next day. He had time to bid 
farewell to all the dependents of his house. As his children 
were absent, his last wishes were chiefly delivered to Poock. 
He exhorted him to serve his daughter Therese, who was to 
be his successor at Cappenberg—Henriette took Nassau— 
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faithfully with “the faithful service of the antique world,” 
adding, “As I believe firmly in an enduring communion 
between the living and the dead, it will be a joy to me to 
see from above that you serve my children with the same 
trué devotion you have shown to me.” One young forester 
he exhorted, if war should break out, to “fight like a good 
Prussian for king and country.” At 3 o’clock in the after- 
noon he received the sacrament, and afterwards spoke some 
words of anxiety but at the same time of firm faith con- 
cerning the future of the Church. He then lay down, fell 
gradually into a quiet sleep, and about 6 o’clock was seen to 
turn on his left side, breathe a deep sigh, and pass. 

Some days later Pertz kept his appointment at Pyrmont, 
where Therese had arrived, and where he expected to find 
her father. He hastened to the house, was shownintoaroom, 
and soon saw Therese enter in mourning dress, and heard 
her say in reply to his inquiries, “What! you do not know 
that my father died on Wednesday!” 

He rests by his parents and his wife at Fricht, his own 
village, which lies not far from Ems, and looks down into 
the valley of the Rhine. The inscription on his tomb is as 
follows: 


HEINRICH FRIEDRICH KARL IMPERIAL BARON VOM AND ZUM STEIN, 
bom October ath, 1757, 
died June agth, 1831, 
lies here; 
the last of his knightly family, which flourished on the Lahn 
for seven hundred years; 
humble before God, haughty before men, 
an enemy of falschood and of injustice, 
highly-gifted in duty and honour, 
invincibly firm in proscription and banishment, 
he stood erect when Germany bowed the knee, 
and in battle and victory was among those who freed her, 
“Thave a desire to depart 
and to be with Christ,” 


In a history it may be fitting to add to the record of the 
death of an eminent person a formal summary of his cha- 
tacter, because in a history the entrances and exits of in- 
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dividuals are but incidents, It is otherwise in a biography. 
From the beginning of this book to the end I have been de- 
scribing Stein’s character, and little remains to be said of it. 
He was mourned by the few old friends who survived him, 
by Vincke, Rehberg, Gagern, Arndt, and by the younger 
generation to whom he had been known mainly as the 
venerable representative of a great historic period, by 
Turgeneff, Bohmer, Pertz. He was lamented at Cappenberg 
and Nassau, and multitudes of mourning vassals followed 
the funeral procession of their famous, imperious, but most 
munificent chief. But it does not seem that any such uni- 
versal sense of bereavement was felt in Germany as might 
have been looked for at the departure of him who might be 
called the founder of the modern German nation. His death 
was to the general public but the news of a day, so slightly 
felt that probably no one in France or England remarked 
that Germany had suffered a great loss. That Germany 
had great men and knew how to prize them had been already 
shown at Goethe’s eighticth birthday, and was soon to be 
shown again at his death. But the great men of Germany 
were poets and philosophers, or else they were kings. Who 
had ever heard of a German statesman who was more than 
a mere official, or whose death could concern the general 
public? It had been a rare exceptional case when Stein 
himself in 1808 had for a moment excited public enthusiasm; 
but he had soon passed out of sight again, and with the re- 
turn of peace and the disappointment of their first political 
hopes the Germans had returned with fresh eagerness to 
their books. They were now as busy with Hegel as they 
had been with Kant before the battle of Jena. Goethe’s old 
age was courted by troops of friends, the romanticist fever 
was running itself out, and in some of Stein’s later letters 
the new names of Bérne and Heine appear. Public opinion 
had begun again to runin its old groove, and knew perhaps 
little more of Stein at the time of his death than it had 
known of him before the Peace of Tilsit brought him to the 
front. 
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Add to this that what political feeling existed had passed 
into another mood, and only half relished such a character 
as Stein’s. Ina review which appeared in 1833 of Gagern’s 
collection of Stein’s letters Assessor Reck of Géttingen re- 
marks: “Perhaps many will say, as some perverse Frank- 
furt people said at Goethe’s death, There is one old aristo- 
crat the fewer.” And indeed this view seems to have been 
really taken, for Arndt complains of those who called Stein 
an ultra-aristocrat or “‘a Baron and nothing more.” 

The truth was that the great breach of promise com- 
mitted by the Prussian and the other German Governments 
had gone far towards undoing the work of Stein, and bring- 
ing into Germany that Revolution which he had so long 
averted. So long as he ruled, or others ruled in his spirit, 
bitterness of feeling could not spring up, nor that perverted 
view of Government which represents it as a natural enemy, 
an object of suspicion and a butt of agitation. But he had 
lived to see this perversion take place and German opinion 
echo French in the second French Revolution. It was the 
inevitable result of the policy of 1822. Since then even 
Prussia was much sunk, though not by any means entirely 
or irremediably, for at this very time she was creating the 
Zollverein. But what shall be said of the other German 
States which had known not only no Stein or Hardenberg, 
but no House of Hohenzollern? Here had long worked the 
same concealed disease that France had borne within her 
early in the reign of Louis XV., a profound social injustice 
which could not but arouse revolutionary frenzy as soon as 
the people, grown more attentive to public affairs, should 
become clearly aware of it. And thus before Stein died the 
unanimity of the Liberation period was gone in Germany, 
the harmony between people and Government, the child- 
like loyalty which had shone in such characters as Arndt. 
Disgust for the old order of things, and particularly for the 
noblesse, had set in, and in the excitement of 1831 the 
people were not in the humour to worship any one who bore 
the title of Baron, If all old fashions were fallen inte dis- 
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repute, Stein was in more danger of suffering than’ most 
others, for few indeed even of the noblesse had roots so 
deeply buried in the past, or were so old-fashioned as he. 

But there was a misunderstanding here. Of an old insti- 
tution the oldest parts are often the least corrupt, and this 
is especially true of aristocracy. The great rebellion against 
aristocracy, which has embittered continental politics ever 
since Rousseau, has been directed far less against aristo- 
cracy itself than against a pinchbeck modern imitation of it. 
The aristocracy which Louis XIV. corrupted by drawing it 
into his Court, and that with which the imitators of Louis 
XIV. surrounded their petty thrones in Germany, may de- 
serve all the bitter satire they have met with in recent times. 
Insolent towards the people and mendicants towards the 
throne, such courtier-nobles serve no public purpose, and 
pervert the moral sense in one part of the community, while 
they exasperate it in another. An independent aristocracy 
is another thing. Even this may have its inconveniences, or 
rather it may be a thing which it is exceedingly difficult to 
maintain in an incorrupt state. It may easily lose the sense 
of public function, of a conditional tenure of wealth and ho- 
nours, without which aristocracy is nothing but a name for 
wealth mellowed by time and good nurture. But the ab- 
sence of such a class of hereditary officials, paid by endow- 
ment and not by salary, is always painfully felt, at least in 
all states which need any high organisation. Where such a 
class exists, with only a little public spirit and sense of re- 
sponsibility, it often renders indispensable services. 
when the ideal of a genuine noble is really reached or ap- 
proached, no society can afford either to proscribe or de- 
spise it. 

‘ Many years afterwards Schén wrote that Stein reminded 
him of Lord Grey, whom he found English writers speaking 
of as “a very noble person.” He meant plainly to convey 
that the type was rapidly becoming obsolete. And it is true 
that Stein would perhaps find it hard to reconcile his ideas 
with the world such as it has now become. He says himself 
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that in all his politics he assumes the Germans to be an 
agricultural people. The modern world of factories, rail- 
ways and crowded streets would be strange to him. His 
home is in fields and woods. There he lives among a pea- 
santry whom he knows individually, into whose cottages he 
goes freely. All alike enjoy the country sights and sounds 
which surround them, and rather worship Nature than try 
to subdue her. Meanwhile they pay court to him and he 
protects and relieves them. The splendid baronial alms- 
giving of Cappenberg wears now an old-fashioned appear- 
ance}; not that it was really behind the age in Stein’s own 
time, but that the patriarchal life of old Germany has since 
been broken up. In this outward sense all types grow ob- 
solete. But those who confounded Stein in the herd of Ger- 
man nobles mistook the man, and confounded the sterling 
coin with the counterfeit. About him there was nothing of 
the age of Louis XIV. No courtier he, no child of privilege, 
insolently supplanting low-born merit, irreligiously conceit- 
ing himself to be made of better clay than other men! When 
he calls himself Baron and Knight he avows himself to be 
set apart by his birth to study the public good, to mind 
great affairs, to guide and protect his humble neighbours, 
and most particularly against the tyranny of the Court. In 
performing this hereditary function he does not overlook 
the change of times. He neglects no modern studies, puts 
forward no antiquated claims, but adds all the skill of the 
Prussian official to the traditions of his knightly house. He 
would hold it dishonourable to make use of his precedence 
so as to keep others back; there is nothing he likes better 
than unbarring restrictions, throwing open closed doors, 
cancelling disabilities. But though so much at home in the 
modern world, though so free from the vices against which 
Liberalism protests, yet he brings out of the Middle Ages 
virtues which the modern world does not so readily pro- 
duce. Knightly honour and religious duty are with him 
practical realities; tasks of government fall to him naturally 
as they fall to a king; and so he is never found flattering 
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either a Court or a faction or a constituency for promotion; 
he is consul non unius anni, thinking of public affairs habitu- 
ally and with the same earnestness when he is in retirement 
as when he is in office; finally, in the most divided of na- 
tions, anation which had forgotten to respect itself, he is 
enabled by his knightly breeding without affectation to 
think, speak, and act patriotically, nor ever suffers his clear 
national feeling to be clouded either by the sophistries 
which made patriotism an empty name to his German con- 
temporaries, or by the blind party passions which obscure 
it in the public men of other countries. 
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Sherwood 2 v. A stormy Life2v. Mrs. 
Gerald's Niece2v. The Notary’sDaugh- 
ter tv. The Lilies of the Valley, ete. rv. 
Countess de Bonneval rv. Rose Leblanc 
xv, Seven Stories rv. The Life of Luisa 
de Carvajal xv. A Will and a Way, ote. 
ay. Elianeay. (v. Craven). Laureatia zy. 


Mra. Gaskell: Mary Bartonry. Ruth 
ay. North and South's v. Lissie Leigh, 
etc. rv. Charlotte Bronté 2 v. Lois the 
Witch, etc. rv. Sylvia’s Loversav. A Dark 
Night's Work 1 v._ Wives and Daughters 
3¥. Cranford xv. Cousin Phillis, etc. 1 v. 

D. Gerard: Lady Baby 2v. Recha rv. 
Orthodox tv, The Wrong Manx v. A Spot- 
leat Reputation 1 v_ A Forgotten Sin xv. 

E. Gerard (Madame deLaszowska) :A 
Secret Mission x v,_A Foreigner 2 v. 

‘AgnesGiberne: The Curate’sHomerv. 

G. Gissing: Demos. A Story of Eng- 
lish Socialism 2 v, New Grub Street 2 v. 

Right Hon. W.E. Gladstone: Rome 
and the Newest Fashions in Religion xv. 
Bulgarian Horrors, etc. v. The Hellenic 
Factor in the Eastern Problem x ¥. 

Goldsmith: The Select Works: Tho 
‘Vicar of Wakefield, etc. (Ww. Portrait) rv. 

Edward].Goodman: TooCuriouszv. 


J. Gordon: A Diplomat’s Diary x v. 
Major-Gen. C. G. Gordon's Journals, 
at Karioum. Introduction and Notes by 


A.E. Hake(with eighteen IMlustrations) 2v. 

Mrs.Gore: Castlesin the Airrv, The 
Dean's Daughter 2 v. Progress and Pre- 
judiceav. Mammonav. A Life's Lessons 
2v. Two Aristocracies2v. Heckington av. 

Sarah Grand: Our ManifoldNature tw. 

Miss Grant: Victor Lescar 2 v. The 
Sun-Maid 2 v. My Heart's in the High- 
lands 2v. Artiste 2v. Prince Hugo av. 
Cara Roma 2 v. 

M. Gray: The Silence of Dean Mait- 
land 2 v. The Reproach of Annesley 2 

Ethel St. Clair Grimwood; My Three 
‘Years in Manipur (with Portrait) 1 v. 

Grohman: Tyrol and the Tyrolese r v. 

Gunter; Mr, Barnes of New York rv, 

“Guy Livingstone,” Author of—Guy 
Livingstone rv. Sword and Gown rv. 
Barren Honour t v. Border and Bastille 
xv, Maurice Deringry. Sans Merciav. 
Breaking a Butterfly av. Anteros av. 
Hagarene 2 v. 

‘J.Habberton: Helen’sBabies & Other 
Peopile’sChildren 1 v. The Bowsham Puzale 
xv. One Tramp: Mrs, Mayburn’sTwins rv. 

H. Rider Haggard: King Solomon's 
Mines 1. She zv. Jessa v. Allan Quater- 
main 2v. The Witch's Head 2v. Maiwa’s 
Revenge xy. Mr, Meeson’s Will 1 ¥. Col 
Quaritch, V.C, 2v, Cleopatra 2v. Allan’ 
‘Wife rv. Beatrice 2v. Dawn av. Montezu- 
ma’s Daughter 2 v. The People of the Mist 
zy. Joan Hastea y.Heartofthe Worldav, 
The Wizard iv. 
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H. Rider Haggerdand Andrew Lang: 
The World’s Desire 2 v. 

Mrs. §. C.Hall; Can Wrong be Right? 
xy. Marian2v, [Frenchand English 2v. 

Ph. Gilbert Hamertoo: Marmome rv. 

+ | Thomas Hardy: The Hand of Ethel- 

berta2v. Far from the Madding Crowd 

2¥, The Return of the Native 2 Fr The 

et-Majorav. A Laodicean zw. Two 

‘ower 2 v. A Pair of Blue Eyes 2 v. 

A Gronpal Hobin Dames xv. Teowoltho 

> D'Urbervilles ay, Life's LitileLronioss v. 
Jude the Obscure z ¥. 

Beatrice Harraden: Ships that pass in 
the Night rv. In Varying Moods rv. 
Hilda Strafford, ete. rv. 

AgnesHarrison: Martin's Vineyardrv. 

\ Bret Harte: Prose and Poetry (Tales 

ofthe Argonauts; Spanish and American 
Legends; Condensed Novels; Civic and 
Character Sketches; Poems) 2v. Idyis of 
the Foothillsr y. Gabriel Conroy2¥. Two 
jy Men of Sandy Barty. Thankful Blossom, 
etc. xv. The Story ofa Mine 1 v. Drift from 
‘Two Shores tv. An Heiress of Red Dog, 
etc, iy. The Twins of Table Mountain, 
etc. rv. Jeff Briggs’s Love Story, etc. rv. 
Flip and other Storiesrv, Onthe Frontier 
rv. ByShoreand Sedge 1y. Marujarv. 
Snow-bound at Eagle's and Devil's Ford 
xv. The Crusade of the Excelsior” xv. 
\ A Millionaire of Rough-and-Ready, etc. 
xy. CaptainJim’sFriend,ctc.rv. Cressy 
xv. The Heritageof Dedlow Marsh, etc. 
*1v._A Waif of te Plains rv. A Ward of 
the GoldenGate rv. A Sappho of Green 
Springs, otery, AFirstFamily of Tasajara 
‘lone! Starbottle’s Client, ete. rv. 
Susy xv. Sally Dows, ete. rv. A Protégso 
of Jack Hamlin’s, etc. 1 v._ The Bell- 
Ringer of Angel's, etc. 1v, Clarence rv. 
In a Hollow of the Hills, etc. 1 v._ The 
~ Ancestors of Peter Atherly, etc. rv. Three 
Partners ty. Tales of Trailand Town v. 
Stories in Light and Shadow 1 v. 

+ Sir H. Havelock: erde Rev. W. Brock. 
G. Hawthorne: vide “Miss Molly.” 
Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet 

¢ Letter 1 v. Transformation z v. Passages 

from the English Note-Books 2 v. 

“Heir of Redclyife," Author of vide 
Yonge. [av. Ivan de Biron av. 
Sir Arthur Helps: Friends in Council 
Mrs. Hermans: Select Poet. Works rv. 
Admiral Hobart Pasha: Sketches 

from my Life r v. 

woke Oliver Hobbes: The Gods, some 

fortals and Lord Wickenham 1 v. 


ior y 

Mrs. Cashel Hoey: A Golden Sorrow 
2v. Out of Court 2 v. 

Annie E. Holdsworth: The Years 
that the Locust hath Eaten rv, TheGods 
Arrive xv. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes: The Autocrat 
‘of the Breakfast-Table rv. The Professor 
atthe Breakfast-Table ry. The Poetatthe 
Breakfast-Tablerv. Overthe Teacupsrv. 

Hope: Mr. Witt’s Widow rv. AChaage 
of Air rv. Halfa Hero 1. The Indisere- 
‘tion of the Duchess rv. God in the Car 
1¥. Chronicles of Count Antonio rv. 
Comedies of Courtship 1v. Heart of Prin- 
cess Osra tv. Phroso2v. Simon Daleav. 
‘Rupert of Hentzau 3 v. 

E. William Hornung: A Bride from 
the Bush rv. Under Two Skies rv. Ting 
Luttrell rv, The Boss of Taroomba ry. 
My Lord Duke rv. Young Blood rv. 

Household Words: conducted by 
Charles Dickens. 1851-56. 36.v. Novers 
and Tatas reprinted from Household 
‘Words by Charles Dickens. 1856-59. 11 v. 

How to be Happy though Married rv. 

Miss Howard: One Summorry. Aunt 
Serena xv. Guenn 2 v. Tony, the Maid, 
etc. xv, The Open Door av, A Fellowe 
and His Wife 1 ¥. 

'W. D. Howells: A Foregone Conclu- 
sion 1 v. The Lady of the Aroostook r v. 
‘A Modern Instance av. The Undiscovered 
Country rv. Venetian Life (w. Portrait) 
1v. Italian Journeys rv. A Chance Ac- 
quainiance Ev. ‘Thele Wedding Journey 
iv. A Fearful Responsibility, eté, 
‘Woman's Reason 27. Dr, Breen’s Prac- 
The Rise of Silas Lapham 2 v. 
: Tom Brown’s School Daysxv. 

Mra. Hungerford: Molly Bawn 2 y. 
‘Mrs. Geoffrey 2 v. Faith and Unfaith 2 v. 
Portia 2 v. Loys, Lord Berresford, etc. 
rv. Her First Appearance, etc. 1. Phyllis 
av. Rossmoyne2v. Doris2y. A Maiden 
all Forlorn, ete.1v. A PassiveCrime, ate. 
av. Green Pleasureand Grey Griefav, A 
‘Mental Struggle 2v. Her Week's Amuse- 
ment,etc. rv. Lady Branksmere2v. Lady 
‘Valworth’s Diamonds rv. A ModernCirco 
Marvel 2 v. The Hon. Mrs. Vereker 
‘Under-Currents 2 ¥. In Durance 

A Troublesome Girl, ete. rv. 
emorse av. A Born Coquette av. 
‘The Duchess 1 v. Lady Verner's Flight 
rv. A Conquering Heroine, etc, 1¥s 
Nora Creina 2v._ A Mad Prank,etc.1v. 
The Hoyden 2. The Red House Mystery 
av. An Unsatisfactory Lover 1 v. Peter's 
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Wife 2v. The Three Graces 1v. A Tug of 
Wartv. The Professor's Experiment 2v. 
A Point of Conscience av. A Lonely Girl 
x. Lovice x v. The Coming of Chloe xv. 

Jean Ingelow: Off the Skelligs 3 v. 
Poems 2 vy, Fated to be Free av. Sarab 
de Berenger 2 v. Don John 2 ¥, 

Lady Inglis : The Siegeof Lucknow rv. 

John H. Ingram: vide E. A. Poe. 

Tota: A Yellow Aster xv. Children of 
Circumstance 2 v. 

Washington Irving: The Sketch Book 
(with Portrait) x . The Life of Mahomet 
1 ¥. Successors of Mahomet tv. Oliver 
Goldsmith 1 v. Chronicles of Wolfert’s 
Roost tv. Life of Washington § v. 

Helen Jackson (H. H.): Ramona 2 v. 

W. W, Jacobs: Many Cargoes z\v. 
‘The Skipper’sWooing tv. Sea Urchins rv, 

Charles T.C. James: Holy Wedlock 1 

G. P. R. James: Morley Ernstein (with 
Portrait) x v. Forest Days 1 v. The False 
Heir rv. ‘Arabella Stuart xv. Rose 
@Albret av. Arrab Neil ry. Agincourt 
zy. The Smuggler x v. The Step-Mother 
2. Beauchamp ry. Heidelbergry. The 
Gipsy rv. The Castle of Ebrenstein x v. 
Darnley 1 v. Russell 2 v. The Convict 
av. Sir Theodore Broughton 2 v. 

H. James: The American 2v.TheEuro- 
peans 1 v. Daisy Miller, etc. rv. Roderick 
Hudson zy. The Madonnaof the Future, 
etc. rv. Eugene Pickering, etc. r 
Confidence t v. Washington Square, etc. 
2¥. The Portrait of a Lady 3 v. Foreign 
Parts tv. French Poets and Novelists rv. 
"The Siege of London, etc. xv. Portraits 
of Placesav. A LittleTour in Franco x v. 

J. Cordy Jeaffreson: A Book about 
Doctors 2 v. A Woman in Spite of Her- 
self 2 ¥, The Real Lord Byron 3 v. 

Mrs. Jenkin: ‘Who Breaks—Pays' 
xv. Skirmishing x v. Once and Agal 
2¥. Two French Marriages 2 v. Within 
an Ace ty, Jupiter’s Daughters rv. 

Edward Jenkins: Ginz’s Baby, etc. 2 

“Jennie of ‘the Prince's," Author 
—vide B. H. Buxton. 

‘Jerome K. Jerome: The Idle Thoughts 
ei an Idle Fellow xv. Diary of a Pil- 
grimage rv. Novel Notes rv, Sketches 
in Lavender, Blue and Greeniy, The 
Second Thoughts of an Idle Fellow 1 v. 

Douglas Jerrold: History of St. Giles 
and St. James 2v. Men of Character 2 v. 

“ Halifax, "Author of—». Mrs. Craik. 

“Johany Ludlow,” Author of—esde 


Mra. Henry Wood. 
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“Joshtia Davidson,” Author of—eide 
E. Lynn Linton. 

Miss Kavanagh: Nathalic 2 vy. Daisy 
Burns2y. Graco Leo zy. Rachel Gray 
Lu Adie 3 1, Tho Two Siclies av. | 
Seven Years, etc. 2v. French Women 
of Letters xv. English Women of Letters 
xv. Queen Mab av. Beatrice 2. Sybil’s { 
Second Love av. Doraay. Silvia av. 
Bessie 2 v. John Dorrien 3, Two Lilies 4% 
ay, Forget-me-nots 2 v. | 

A. Keary: Oldbury ¥. Castle Daly 2¥. 

Elsa D'isterre-Keeling: Three Sisters 
rv. A Laughing Philosopher tv. The Pro- 
fossor's Wooing x v. In Thoughtland and 
in Dreamland rv. Orchardscroft xv. Ap- 
passionata ry. Old Maidsand Young 2%. [ 

Kempis: vide Thomas a Kempis. |} 
R. B. Kimball: Saint Leger tv. { 
Romance of Student Life abroad x v. 
Undercurrents rv. Washe Successful? iv. $ 
To-Day in Now-York z v. 

A.W. Kinglake: Eothea ry. The In- [ 
vasion of the Crimea 14 ve. 

Charles Kingsley: Yeast rv. West: 
wardhol 2v, Two Yearsago2v. Hypatia 
av. Alton Locke x v. Heraward the 
Wake av. At Last av. 

Charles Kingsley: His Letters and 
Memories of bisLife, ed. by his Wife 2, 

H. Kingsley; Ravenshoe 2 v, Austin 
Ellict rv. GeoffryHamlyn2v.TheHillyars ¢ 
and Burtons 2¥. Leighton Courtre. Valen- 
tin rv. Oakshott Castle rv. Reginall 
Hetherege av. The Grange Garden 

Kipling: Plain Tales from the Hills 1 v. 
Second Jungle Book 1 ¥, Seven Seas tv. 
“Captains Courageous" rv. The Day's 
Work tv. [Counselior, etc. 1'v. 

May Laffan: Flitters, Tatters, and the 

Lamb: Essays of Elia and Eliana x. © 

A. Lang: ede H.R. Haggard. 

Mary Langdon; Ida May tv, 

“The Last of the Cavaliers,” Author 
of—The Last of the Cavaliers 2v. ‘Ihe 
Gain of a Loss 2 v. 4 

The Hon. EmilyLawleam: Hurrish tv. 

Leaves from the Journal of our Life | 
ia the Highlands from 1848 to 1861 xv. 
More Leaves, etc. from 1862 to 1832 1 v. 

HoimeLee: v. Misa Parr, [verell 2. 

8, Le Fanu: UncleSilasav. Guy De-g 

Mark Lemon: Wait for the End 2 v. 
Loved at Last a v. Falkner Lyle av. 
Leyton Hall, ete. av. Golden Fetters av. 

Charles Lever, The O'Donoghue 1 ¥ | 
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‘The Knight of Gwynne 3 ¥. Arthur 

sary fv. Elarry Lorrequor sv. Chatlas 
O'Malley 3¥. Tom Burke of “Our” aN 
Jack Hinton 2 v. The Daltons 4 v. 
Dodd ¥amily Abroad gy. ‘The Martine 
of Cro’ Martin e Fortunes of 
Gloncore 1 v. Roland Casbel gv. Davea 
port Duan 3. Confessions of Goa Crogan 
2¥- Ono of Lhemz v, Maurice Tiernay 2. 
Sir Jasper Carew 2v. Barrington 2¥. A 
Day's Ride av. Luttrellof Arran ev. Tony 
Butler av. Sir Brook Fossbrooke 2v. The 
Bramlcighs of Bishop's Folly 2v. A Rent 
ina Cloud xv. That Boy of Norcott's 1 v. 
St. Patrick’s Eve; Paul Gosslett’s Con- 
fessions x ¥. Lord Kilgobbin 2 ¥. 

G. H.Lewea: Ranthorpe rv. Physio. 
logy of Common Life 2 v. On Actors and 
the Art of Acting x v. 

E,Lyna Linton: Joshua Davidson rv. 
Patricia Kemball a v. The Atonement of 
Leam Dundas 2 v. The World well Lost 
2.¥. Under which Lord? 2 v. With a 
Silken Thread, ete. 1 v. Todhunters? at 
Leania’ Head, etc. rv. MyLovel” 2v. 
‘The Girl of the Period, etc. rv. Ione 2v. 

L. W. M, Lockhart: Mine is Thine 2-¥. 

Lord Augustus Loftus, Diplomatic Re- 
miniscences of—, 1837-1862 (w. Portr.) 2v. 

Longiellow: Poetical Works (w. Port.) 

3¥- The Divine Comedyof Dante Alighieri 

y. The New-England Tragedies xv. 

1¢ Divine Tragedy 1 v. Flower-de-Luce, 
etc. 17. The Masque of Pandora 1 v. 

‘M.Lonsdale: Sister Dora (w. a Portrait 

ALost Battle2v. _[ofSister Dora) rv. 

Sir J. Lubbock: The Pleasures of Life 
1v. The Beauties of Nature (w. Illust.) rv. 
‘The Use of Life tv. Scenery of Switzer- 
Jand (w. Illust.) 2v. [by Eastwick xv. 

Lutfullah ; Autobiography of Lutfullah, 

EdnaLyail: We Two? v. Donovan 24. 
Inthe Golilen Days2v. Knight-Errant 2v. 
‘Won by Waiting 2 v. Waylaring Men 2v. 
Hope the Hermit 2 v. 

Lord Lytton: wide Bulwer, 

Robert Lord Lytton (Owen Meredith) : 
Poems 2 v. Fables in Song 2 v. 

Maarten Maartens: The Sin of Joost 
Avelingh xv. An Old Maid’s Love 2 v. 
God’s Fool 2 v. The Greater Glory 2 
My Lady Nobody 2 v. Her Memory rv. 

Lord Macaulay: History of England 
(w. Port.) 10v. Critical & Historical Essays 
5¥. Lays of Ancient Rome ry. Speeches 
2 v. Biographieal Essays rv. William 
Pitt, Atterbury rv. (See also Trevelyan). 

Justin M¢Carthy: The Waterdale 


Neighbours 2v. Dear Lady Disdain 2 v. 
‘Miss Misanthrope 2 v. A. History of our 
own Times sv. Donna Quixoteav. A 
short History of our own Timesav. A 
History of the Four Georges vols. x & 2. 
‘A History of our own Times vols. 6 & 7 
(supplementaly. 

George Mac Donald: Alec Forbes a 
Howgien ay. Annals of a Quiet Nei 
bourhood 2 v. Dawid Elginbrod 2 v. At 
Vicar's Daughter 2v. Malcolm 2v. St. 
George and St. Michael av. The Marquis 
ofLessiozv. SirGibbiezv. Mary Marston 
2. The Gifts of the Child Christ, etc. 1 v. 
‘The Princess and Curdie 1 ¥. 

Mira. Mackarness: SunbeamStoriesrv. 
A Peerless Wifeav. A Mingled Varn 2v. 

E.Mackay: LoveLetters of aViolinistrv. 
Chas.M¢Knight: OldFort Duquesne 2v. 
Tan Maclaren: Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush 1v. The Days of Auld Langsyne rv. 

Norman Macleod: The old Lieutenant 
and his Son v. 

‘Mrs. Macquoid: Patty 2v. Miriam's 
‘Marriage 2¥. Pictures across the Channel 
av. TooSoonry. MyStory2v. Dianee v. 
Beside the River av, A Faithful Lover 2v. 
Mademoiselle Mori,” Author of— 
Mademoiselle Mori 2 v._ Denise 1 v. 
Madame Fontenoy xv. On the Edge of 
the Storm 1v. ‘The Atelier du Lys 2 v. 
In the Ciden Time 2 v. 

Lord Mahon: wide Stanhope. 

E, 8, Maine; Scarscliff Rocks av. 

L. Malet: Colonel Enderby’s Wife 2v. 

Lord Malmesbury: Memoirs of an 
Ex- Minister 3 v. ‘he Cedar Star rv. 

Mary E. Mann: A Winter's Tale rv. 

R. Blachford Mansfield: The Log of 
the Water Lily rv. 

Mark Twain (Samuel L.Clemens); Tom 
Sawyer tv. The Innocents Abroad; or, 
the New Pilgrim's Progress 2 v. A Tramp 
Abroad 2 v. “Roughing it” tv. TheIn- 
nocents at Home 1 vy. The Prince and the 
Pauper 2¥._The Stolen White Elephant, 
ete. 1 ¥. Life on the Mississippi 2 v. 
Sketches (w. Portrait) ry. Huckleberry 
Finn 2 v. Selections from American 
Humour 1 vy. A Yankee at the Court of 
King Arthur 2v. The American Claimant 
1+. The Million Pound Bank-Note, etc. 
xv. Tom Sawyer Abroad rv. Pudd’nhead 
Wilson rv. Personal Recollections ofJoan 
of Arca, Tom Sawyer, Detective rv. 
‘More Tramps Abroad 2. 

Marmone: v. Philip G, Hamerton. 

Capt. Marryat: Jacob Faithful (w. Port.) 
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xv. Percival Keenery. Peter Simple x v. 
Japhet in Searchofa Fatherry, Monleut 
iolet iv. The Settlersry, Tho Missionr v, 
‘The Privateer’s-Manrv. The Children of 
theNew-Forestrv, Valeriexv. Mr. Mid- 
shipman Easy 1 v.| The King’s Own 1 v. 
Fl. Marryat: Love's Conflict 3 ¥. For 
Ever and Ever 2 v. Confessions of Gerald 
Estcourt v. NellyBrooke2v. Véronique 
2y, Petronel 2 ¥, Her Lord and Master 
av. The Prey of the Godsrv. Life of 
Captain Marryatrv, Mad Dumaresq2v. 
No Intentions av. ‘Fighting the Air 2 v, 
‘A Starand a Heartxy. The Poison of Asps, 
etc. rv. A Lucky Disappointment, etc. rv. 
«My own Child” 2 v. Her Father's Name 
av. A Harvest of Wild Oatszv. A Little 
Stepson rv. Written in Fira av. Her 
‘World against a Lieav. A Broken Blos- 
som 2¥, The Root of all Evilzv. The 
Fair-haired Alda av. With Cupid's Eyes 
2. My Sister the Actress2v. Phyllida 
2v. How They Loved Him 2. Facing 
the Footlights (w. Portrait) av. A Moment 
ofMadnem, ete. 19, The(GhostofChariotte 
Peeress and Player 3 v. 


rales iheLitcaand Roses rv. Thedleart 


SijaneWarersn The Heir Presumptive 
2¥. The Master Passion 2 ders of 
Society2v. Driven to Bay? Jaughter 


ofthe Tropics2v. TSencnrav and Comer 
av. On Circumstantial Evidence 2v. Mount 
Eden. A Romance 2¥. Blindfold av. A 
ScarletSinry. A Bankrupt Heartzv. The 
Spirit World rv. The Beautiful Soul x v. 
‘At Hearta Rake 27. Hannah Stubbs tv. 
‘The Dream that Stayed 2 v._ A Passing 
‘Madnesst v. The Blood ofthe Vampire xv. 
‘A Soul on Fire rv. 

Mrs, Marsh: Ravenscliffozv. Emilia 
‘Wyndham 2 v. Castle Avon zv. Aubrey 
ay. The Hoiress of Haughton 2v. Evelyn 
Marston 2¥. The Rose of Ashurst 2 v, 

Emma Marshall: Mrs. Mainwaring's 
Journal rv. Benvenuta ry, Lady Alicery. 

ayspring tv. Life's Aftermath xv. In 
the East Couniry 1 v. No. XIII; or, The 
Story of the Lost Vestal x v, ‘In Four 
Reigns av. On the Banks of the Ouse rv. 
Inthe CiyotFlowersry. Almay, Under 

Salisbury Spire rv, The End Crowns All 
‘Winchester Meads xv. Eventide 
‘Winifrede's Journal xv. Bristol 
In the Service of Rachel Lady 
Russell ry. A Lily among Thorns 1 ef 
Penshurst Castle 1 ¥. Kensington Palace 
av. The White King’s Daughter rv. The 
‘Master of the Musicians 1, An Escape 


from theTower rv. A Haunt of Ancient 
Peace xv. Castle Meadowry. In the 
‘Choit of Westminster Abbey tv. The 
Young Queen of Hearts 1 v. 

Helen Mathers (Mrs. Henry Reeves): 
“Cherry Ripe!" tv. “Landol the Leal”? 
rv, MyLady Green Sleeves2 r. Asho 
comes up the Stair, etc. rv. Sam’sSweet- 
heart 2v, Eyre’sAcquittal 2. Found Out 
ty. Murder or Manslaughter? xv. The 
Fashion of this World (80 Pf.) Blind Justice, 
etc. rv. What the Glass Told, etc. xv. 
Bam Wildfre2v. {Powerin Europe 1v. 

Col. Maurice: The Balance of Military 

George du Maurier: Trilby 2v. Tho 
Martian 2v. [Goutd. 

“Mehalah,” Author of—vide Baring- 

‘Whyte-Melville: Kate Coventry rv. 
Holmby House av. Digby Grand rv. 
Good forNothing2v. TheQueen’s Maries 
zy. The Gladiators 2v, The Brookes of 
Bridlemere av. Cerise 2 v. Tho Inter- 
preter av. The White Rose 2¥. M. ot N. 1¥. 
Contraband tv. Sarchedonzy. UncleJohn 
av. Katerfelto rv. Sister Louise tv. Rosine 
ry. Roys’ Wile 2v. Black but Comely 
2v, Riding Recollections x v. 

G. Meredith: The Ordeal of Richard 
Feverel2z v. Beauchamp’s Career av. Tbe 

ic Comedians ry. Lord Ormont and 
his Aminta zy. The Amazing Marriage 2v- 

Owen Meredith: ». R. Lord Lytton. 

L. Merrick: The Man who was good 1¥- 
‘This Stagoof Foolsrv. Cynthia 1 v. One 
Man's View rv. The Actor-Manager 3 v. 

Merriman: Young Mistley tv. Prisoners 
and Captives 2 vy. From One Generation 
to Another rv. With Edged Tools 2 v. 
‘The Sowers 2 v. Flotsam rv. InKedar's 
Tents rv. Roden's Corner rv. [Spinner rv. 

Merriman & Tallentyre: The Money- 

Milton: The Poetical Works x v. 

“Miss Molly,” Author of—Geraldino 
Hawthorne t v. {Hungerford. 

“Molly Bawa,” Authorof—vide Mra. 

Miss Montgomery: Misunderstood rv. 
Throwa Together 27. Thwarted xv. Wild. 
Mike 1¥. Seaforth 2¥. The Blue Veil 
rv. Transformed xy. The Fisherman’s 
Daughter, etc. 1 v. Colonel Norton 2 7. 

Frank Frankfort Moore: ‘I forbid the 

‘A gray Eye orso2v. One Fair 
Daughter 2v, ‘They call it Love sv. The 
‘Jessamy Bride xv. The Millionaires xv. 

G. Moore: Celibatesxy. Evelyn | nneszv, 

Moore: Poet. Works (w. Fortr.) §¥. 

Lady Morgan's Memoirs 3 v. 

Henry Morley: Of English Literature 
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> im the Reignof Victoria, With Facsimiles 
of the Signatures of Authors in the 
2 Tauchnitz Edition [v. 2000]. 
‘William Morris: Poems. Edited with 
a Memoir by Francis Hueffer 1 v. 
Morrison: Tales of Mean Streets xv. 
A Child of the Jago xv. 
‘D.Christie Murray: RainbowGold 2v. 
E.C. Grenville: Murray: The Member 
for Paris 2 v. Young Brown 2v. The 
Boudoir Cabal 3 v. French Pictures in 
+ English Chalk (ist Series) av. The Rus- 
sians of To-day xv. French Pictures 
English Chalk (and Sories) 2 ¥. Strap; 
Tales 1v. That Artful Vicar 2¥. Six Mont 
in the Ranks ry. People I have met 1 v. 
“My Little Lady,” Author of—vrde 
E. Frances Poynter. 
‘The New Testament [v. 1000]. 
Mrs, Newby: Common Sense 2 ¥. 
Dr. J. H. Newman: Calista 1 v. 
“Nina Balatka,” Author of —vsde 
Anth, Trollope, [2 y. Owen:—a Waif2v. 
“No Church,” Author of—No Church 
Lady Augusta Noel: From Generation 
to Generation x v, Hithersea Mere 2 v. 
W.E. Norris: My Friend Jim 1x. A 
Bachelor's Blunderay, Major and Minor 
.2v. The Rogue 2v. Miss Shafto 2v. Mrs. 
Fenton tv, Misadventure: v. Saint Ann’ 
tv, A Victim of Good Luck iv. The 
Dancer in Yellow xv. Clarissa Furiosazv. 
Marietta’s Marriage av. The Fight for 
the Crownzv. The Widower x ¥. 
1 Hon, Mrs. Norton: Stuartof Dunleath 
av. LostandSaved 2. OldSirDouglas 2v. 
Not Easily Jealous 2 v. 
Novels & Tales ». Household Words. 
Laurence Oliphant: Altiora Peto 2v. 
Masollam 2 v. 
‘Mrs. Oliphant: The Last of the Mor- 
timersz¥. Margaret Maitland1y. Agnes 
2v. Madonna Mary 2v. The Minister's 
“Wife av. The Rector and the Doctor’s 
Family rv. Salem Chapel 2 v. The Per- 
.petual Curate 2v. Miss Marjoribanks 2v, 
Ombra 2v. Memoir of Count de Monta- 
lembert @v. May av, Innocent 2 v. For 
Love and Life zy. A Rose in June 1 v. 
‘Valentine andhis Brother2 v. Whiteladies 
2v, The Curate in Charge 1 v. Phacbe, 
junior 2.9. Mrs. Arthur 2 v.. Carita 2 ¥: 
Musgrave 2 v. The Primrose Path 
‘thin the Precincts v. Thegreatest 
‘aire la England ge. Ys thas Wl not 
when he may av. Harry Joscelyn 2¥. In 
patsy, Twas a Lover and his Lass 4y. 
‘he Ladies Lindores 37. Hester 37. The 


Wizard’s Son 3v. A Country Gentleman 
andbisFamily2y, NeighboursontheGreen 
1v. The Duke's Daughter tv. The Fugi« 
tives xv. Kirsten 2 v. Life of Laurence 


Oliphant 2v. The Little Pilgrim in the 
Unseen xv. The Heir Presumptiveand the 
HeirApparent av. TheSorceress av. Sir 
Robert's Fortune 2v. The Waysof Lifery. 
Qld Mr. Tredgold2v. (G.W:E-Russell, 

“One who has kept a Diary, 


vide 


ay. Chandoszv. Strathmoreav. Under 
two Flagsav. Folle-Farinc zy. ALeaf 
in the Storm, etc. rv. Cecil Castlemaine’s 
Gage,etc. rv. Madame la Marquise, etc. 
rv. Pasearsl_2y. Held in Bondage 2 v. 
Two little Wooden Shoes xv. Signa (w. 
Port.) 3v. InaWinter City rv. Ariadné av. 
Friendhipay. Moths 97. Pipitrello rv. 
‘A Villago Commune 2¥, In Maremma jv. 
Bimbi rv. Wanda 3v. Frescoes, etc. tv. 
Princess Naprazine 3 ¥. Othmar3v, A 
RainyJune (60Pf.). Don Gesualdo(60Pf.). 
‘AHouse Party rv, Guilderoy av. Syrl 

3¥. Rufino, etc. rv. Santa Barbara, etc. 
1v. Two Offenders x v. The Silver Christ, 
otc. rv. Toxin, ctc.1v. LeSelve, ete rv. 
‘The Massarenes 2v. An Altruist, etc. rv. 
La Strega and other Stories rv. 

‘The Outcasta: vide Roy Tellet. 

Miss Parr (Holme Lee): Basil God- 
frey'sCaprice 2v. For Richer, for Poorer 
av. The Beautiful Miss Barrington av. 
Her Title of Honour 1 v. Echoes of a 
Famous Year rv. Katherine's Trial 2 v. 
Bessie Fairfax 2-v. Ben Milner’s Wooing 
iy, Straightforward 2 v. Mrs. Denys of 
Cote 2 v. A Poor Squire tv. 

Mrs. Parr: Dorothy Fox 1 v. The Pres- 
cottsofPamphillon av. TheGosau Smithy, 
etc. ry. Robin 2¥. Loyalty George 2¥. 

G. Paston: A Study in Prejudices xv. 
A Fair Deceiver ¢ v, 

“Paul Ferroll,” Author of—Paul Fer- 
roll ry, Year after Year xy, Why Paul 
Ferroll killed his Wife 1 v. 

James Payn: FoundDead xv. Gwen- 
doline’s Harvest 1 v. Like Father, like 
Son 2v. Not Wooed, but Won 2 v. 
Cecil's Tryst xv, A Woman's Vengeance 
av. Murphy's Master 1 v, In the Heart 
of a Hill, ete. x v. At Her Mercy ay, 
The Best of Husbands 2 v. Walter's 
Word z v. Halves2v. Fallen Fortunes 2. 
What He cost Her z v. By Prosy z¥. 
Less Black than we’re Painted 2 v. Under 
one Roof 2 v. High Spirits 1 v. High 


: The price of cack volume is 1 Mark 60 Lyennig. 
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Spirits (2nd Series) r v. A Confidential 
Agent 2 v. From Exile 2 v. A Grape 
from a Thorn av. Some Private Views 
xv. For Cash Only 2 v. Kit; A Memory 
2v. The Canon's Ward (with Port.) av. 
Some Literary Recollections : v. The Talk 
of theTown xv, TheLuck of the Darrells 
ay. TheHeir of the Ages av. HolidayTasks 
rv. Glow-Worm Tales (rst Series) x v. 
Glow-Worm Tales (andSeries) z v. A 
Prince of the Blood 2v. The Mystery of 
Mirbridgezy, The Burnt Million zy. The 
‘Word and the Will2v. Suany Stories rv. 
A Modern Dick Whittington 2 v, A 
Stumble on the Threshold 2v. A Trying 
Patient rv. Gleams of Memory rv. Ta 
Market Overt xv. George Driffell x v. 
Another's Burden ty. 

‘Miss Peard: One Year 2 v. The Rose- 
Garden 1 v. Unawaresxv. Thorpe Regis 
rv, A Winter Story rv, A Madrigal, etc. 
xv. Cartouche x v. Mother Moily'r v. 
Schloss and Town 2v. Contradictions av. 
Near Neighbours tv. Alicia Tennant 
xy. Madame's Grand-Daughter x v. 

Pemberton: The Impregnable City rv. 
A|Woman of Kronstadt tv. 

‘A PenitentSoul rv. [English Poetry 3v. 

Bishop Percy: Reliques of Ancient 

F.C. Philips: As in a Looking Glass 
xy. The Dean and hisDaughter rv. Lucy 
Smith rv. A Lucky Young Woman 1 v. 
Jack and ThreeJills rv, Little Mrs. Mur- 
ray1v. Young fr. Ainslie’s Courtship 1. 
Social Vicissitudes 1. Extenuating Ci 
cumstances, etc. rv. More Social Vicissi- 
tudes xv. Constance 2 v. That Wicked 
Mad’moiselle, otc. tv. A Doctor in Dif- 
ficulties 1 v. Black and Whito rv. “One 
Never Knows” 2v. Of Course 1v. Miss 
Ormerod's Protégé rv. My little Husband 
ry. Mrs. Bouverie rv. A Question of 
Colour rv. A Devil in Nun’s Veiling rv. 
A Full Confession, etc. rv. The Luckiest 
of Three tv. Poor Little Bella xv. 

F.C. Philips & P. Fendall: A Daugh- 
ter’s Sacrifice 1 v, Margaret Byng 1 v. 

F.C. Philips & C. J. Wills: The Fatal 
Phryne tv. Scudamores x v. A Maiden 
FairtoSeeiv. Sybil Ross's Marriage xv. 

E. Phillpotts: Lying Prophets 2 v. 

Edgar Allan Poe: Poems and Essays, 
edited with a new Memoir byJ.H. Ingram 
xv. Tales, edited by J. H. Ingram tv. 

Pope: SclectPoet.Works (w. Port.) rv. 

E. Frances Poynter: My Little Lady 
ay. Ersilia 2 v. Among the Hills xv. 
Madame de Presnel x v. 


Zhe price af each volume 1s 1 Mark 60 Pfennig. 
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Praed: vide Campbell-Praed, 
E. Prentiss: Stepping Heavenward rv, 
The Prince Consort's Speeches and 

Addresses (with Portrait) r v. 

Richard Pryce: Miss Maxwell's Affec- 
tions tv. The Quiet Mrs. Fleming xv. 
Time and the Woman x y. 

Horace N. Pym: wide Caroling Fox. 

Q.: Noughis and Crosses 
Three Ships xv. Dead M: 
Ta and other Tales x v, 

'W. F. Rac: Westward by Rail xv, 
Miss Bayle’s Romance 2 v. The Business 
of Travel rv. 

C.E. Raimond: The Open Question 2 v. 

The Rajah's Heir 2v. 

Charles Reade: “It is never too late 
tomend” 2v. “Love me little, love me 
long" xv. The Cloister and the Hearth 
2v. Hard Cash 3 v. Put Yourself in his 
Place 2 v, A Terrible Temptation 2 v. 
Peg Woffington 1 v. Christie Johnstone 
xv. A Simpleton av. The Wandering 
Heirzy. AWoman-Haterav. Readiana 
17. Singlcheart and Doubleface x v. 

“Recommended to Mercy,” Auth. of— 

Recomm.to Mercy v. Zoe's “Brand” 2v. { 


ee 


‘James Rice: vide W. Besant. 
‘A. Bate Richards: Sovery Human 3 v. 
Richardson: Clarissa Harlowe 4 v. 
Mrs. Riddell (F.G. Trafford) : George 
Geith offen Court 2 v. Maxwell Drewitt 
2v. The Race for Wealth 2v. Farabove 
Rubies 2 y. Tho Earl’s Promise 2 y. 
Mortomley’s Estate 2v. — [Thackeray.4 
Anne Thackeray Ritchie: v:de Miss 
Rev. F. 'W. Robertson: Sermons 4 v. 
Ch. H, Ross: Tho Protty Widow xv. A 
London Romance zy, and Sonnets rv. 
DanteG. Rossetti: Poems rv. Ballads 
Roy Tellet: The Outcasts rv. A 
Draughtof Lethe rv, Pastor & Prelate2v. 
J. Ruffini: Lavinia2v. Doctor Antonio 
1¥. Lorenzo Benoniiv. Vincenzo2v. A‘? 
Quiet Nookinthe Jura rv. The Paragree: { 
ona Visit to Paris 1 v. Carlino, etc. 1 7. 
Russell: ASailor’s Sweetheari2v. The - 
“Lady Maud” 2¥. A Sea Queen 2¥. | 
G. W_E. Russell: Collections and 
Recollections 2 v. { 


Sala: The Seven Sons of Mammon 3 vy. 
John Saunders: Israel Mort, Overman 


‘| 


2¥. The Shipowner's Daughter 2 v. 
Noble Wife 2 v. 

Katherine Saunders: Joan Merry=: 
weather, etc. rv. Gideon’s Rock, ete. r v. 
The High Millsav. Sebastian r v. 

Col.R. H.Savage: ee 

« 
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The Little Lady of Lagunitas (w. Port.) 
2y. Prince Schamyl’s Wooing rv. The 
Masked Venus 2v. Delilahof Harlem 2¥. 
The Anarchist 2 ¥. A Daughter of Judas 
rv. In the Old Chateaur vy. Miss De- 
vereur of the Mariquita 2 v. Checked 
» Through 2. A Modern Corsair 2. In 
the Swim 2 v. lof Mashonaland 1 ¥. 
Olive Schreiner: Trooper Peter Halket 
Sir Walter Scott: Waverley (w. Port.) 
\ £y-_The Antiquary x v. Ivanhoe x ¥. 
>. Kenilworth rv. Quentin Durward xv, Old 
Mortality 1 v. Guy Mannering 1 v. Rob 
Roy ry. Pirate rv. The Fortunes 
of Nigel tv, The Black Dwarf; A Legend 
of Montrose rv. The Bride of Lammer- 
The Heart of Mid-Lothian 
The Monastery xv. The Abbot rv. 
Peveril of the Peak 2 v. The Pootical 
Works2 ve Woodstock rv. The Fair Maid 
of Perth rv. Anne of Gelerstein x v. 

Prof. Seeley: Life and Times of Stein 
. (with a Portrait of Stein) gv. The Ex- 

pansion of England x v. Goethe xv. 

MissSewell: Amy Herbert2¥, Ursula 
2v. A Glimpse of the World 27. ‘The 

Journal of a Home Life 2v. After Life 

2 v. The Experience of Life 2 ¥. 

i Shakespesre: Plays and Poems (with 

Portrait) (Second Edition) compl. 7 v. 

Shakespeare's Playsmay alsobe had in 
32 numbers, at . 0,30. each number. 
Doubtful Plays’: v. 

Shelley: A Selection from his Poomsr v- 

Nathan Sheppard: Shut up in Paris 
(Second Edition, entarged; = ¥. 

Sheridan: The Dramatic Works 1 v. 

J. H. Shorthous 
Blanche, Lady Falaise x v. 

Slatin Pasha: Fire and Sword in the 
Sudan (with two Maps in Colours) 3 7 

Smollett: Roderick Random ry. 
» Humphry Clinker 1 v. Peregrine Pickle2v. 
* “Society in London rv. [Vineyard v. 
- Somerville & Martin Ross: Naboth's 

‘The Spanish Brothers 2 v. 

Earl Stanhope (Lord Mahon): The 
History of England 7v. Reign of Queen 
Anneav. [mental Journey.(w.Portr.) rv. 

Sterne: Tristram Shandy rv. ASenti- 

Robert Louis Stevenson; Treasure 
Island cv. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, etc. 
ry. Kidnapped v. The Black Arrows v. 
‘The Master of Baliantraerv. The Merry 
‘Men,eic, rv, Across the Plains xv. Island 
Nights’ Entertainments xv. Catriona ry, 
‘Weir of Hermiston ry. St. Ives z ¥. 

“Still Waters,” Author of—Still 


eng 


‘John Inglesant 2 v. 
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Waters rv. Dorothy ry. DeCressy 1v. 
Uncle Ralph xv. Maiden Sisters x v. 
Martha Brown r v. Vanessa x v. 

M. C, Stirling: Two Tales of Married 
Life 2. Vol. If. A True Man, Vol. I. 
vide G. M. Craik. 

Stockton: ‘The House of Martha x v. 

“The Story of Elizabeth,” Author of 
—vide Miss Thackeray, 
eecher Stowe: UncleTom’s 
Cabin (with Portrait) av. A Keyto Uncle 
TomaCabin av. Dredav. The Minister's 
Wooing x v. Oldtown Folks 2 v. 

“*Sunbeam Stories,” Author of—vide 
Mrs. Mackarness. 

Swift: Gulliver's Travels x 

John Addington Symonds: Sketches 
in Italy xv. New Italian Sketches x v. 

Teama: Uncle Piper of Piper's Hill 2v. 

Baroness Tautphocus: Cyrille 2 ¥. 


The Initials 2-v. Quits2v. At Oddsav. 
Colonel Meadows Taylor: Tara 3v. 
H. Tem: 


jeton: Diary and Notes 1 v, 
rd) Tennyson: The Poetical 
v._Queen Mary tv. Harold 
et; The Cup; The Falcon 2 v. 
Locksley Hall, etc. 1 

W.M, Thackeray: "Vanity Fair 3 v. 
Pendennis 3 v. Miscellanies 8 v, Henry 
Esmond 2v, The English Humourists tv, 
The Newcomes 4v. The Virginians 4 v. 
The Four Georget; Lovel idower 
ry. The Adventures of Philip 2. Denis 
Duval ry. Roundabout Papers 2 v. 
Catherine rv. The Irish Sketch Book 2v, 


Friends xv, Miss Angel xv. Out of tho 
World xv, Fulbam Lawn ty, Fromaa 
Island 1 v. Da Capox v. Madame de Sé& 
vignév. A Book of Sibyls rv, Mrs. Dy- 
mond 2v. Chapters fromsome Memoirs, 

Thomas aKempis: The Imitation of 
Christ xv. 

A. Thomas: Denis Donne 2 v. 
Guard 2v. Walter Goring 2 v. Played 
Out2v, Called to Account 2 v. Only 
Herself v. A Narrow Escape 2 ¥. 

‘Thomson: Poetical Works(w.Port.) :v, 

Thoth 1 v. 

Tim rv. 

F. G. Trafford: vfde Mrs. Riddell. 

0. Trevelyan: The Lifeand Letters of 

Lord Macaulay (w. Portrait) 4v. Selections 

from the Writings of Lord Macaulay 2% 
‘Trois-Etoiles: vide Murray. 


The price of each volume is 1 Mark 60 Efennig, 


14 


Collection of British Authors Tauchnits Edition. 


Anthony Trollope: Doctor Thorne 2¥, 
‘Tho Bertrams 2 v, The Warden 1 v. 
Barchester Towers 2 v. Castle Richmond 
av. The West Indies 1 v, Framley Par- 
sonage 2 v. North America jv. Orley 
Farm 3. Rachel Ray 2v. The Small 
House at Allington 3 v, Can you forgive 
her? 3 v. The Belton Estate 2v. Nina 
Balatka rv. The Last Chronicle of Barset 

‘y. The Claverings2 v. Phineas Finn 3. 

¢ knew he was right 3v. The Vicar of 
Bullhampton 2 v. Sir Harry Hotspur of 
Humbleth waite x v. Ralph the Heir a v. 
TheGolden LionofGrauperery, Australia 
and New Zealand 3¥. Lady Anna 2v. 
Harry Heathcote of Gangoil rv. The Way 
we live now 4 v. The Prime Minister 4 v. 
‘The American Senator 3 v. South Africa 
2v. Is He Popenjoy? 3 v. An Eye for an 


Eye xv. John Caldigate 3 v. in 
Hoary 9 tho Dubos Chilices 3% 
Dr. Wortle's School rv. Ayala’s Ange 
3, The Fixed Period rv, Marion Fay 


av. Kept in the Dark rv. Frau Froh- 
mann, etc.v. Alice Dugdale, etc. rv. 
La Mére Bauche, etc. rv. The Mistletoe 
Bough, ete. xv. An Autobiography 1 v. 
‘An Old Man's Love 1 

T, Adolphus Trollope; The Garstangs 
of Garstang Grange 2v. A Siren 2 ¥. 

Twain: wide Mark Twain. 

‘The Two Cosmos x v. 

Venus and Cupid r v. 

“Véra,” Author of—Véra av. The 
‘Hotel du Petit St. Jean v. Blue Roses 
av. Within Sound of the Seazv. The 
Maritime Alps, etc. 2v. Ninette 1 v. 
ide Leaves. 


L.B. Walford: Mr. Smith2. Pauline 
av. Cousins 2v. TroublesomeDaughters2v. 
D. Mackenzie Wallace: Russia 5 ¥. 

Lew. Wallace: Ben-Hur 2 v. 

Eliot Warburton: The Crescent and 
the Cross zy. Darien 2 v. 

Mrs. H, Ward: Robert Elsmere 3 v. 
DavidGrieve jv. MissBrethertonr v.Mar- 
cella 3v. Bessie Costrell rv. Sit George 
‘Tressady 2v. Helbeck of Bannisdale 2v. 

8. Warren: Diary ofa late Physician 
av. Ten Thousand a-Year 3 v. Now 
and Then rv. The Lily and the Bee rv. 

“The Waterdale Neighbours,” Author 
of—usde Justin M&Carthy, 

Hugh Westbury: Acte 2v. 

Wells: The Stolen Bacillus, etc. 1 v. 
‘The War ofthe Worlds rv. The Invisible 
Man rv. The Time Machine, ete. xv. 


Mis Wetherell: The wide, wide World 
14. Queechy2y. The HillsoftheShatemuc 
av. SayandSeal2v. The Old Helmetav. 

Stanley J. Weyman: The House of the 
Wolf rv. Francis Cludde 2 v. A Gentle: 
man of France 2v. The Manin Black xv. 
Under the Red Robe ry. My Lady Rotha 
zy. From the Memoirs of a Minister of 
France rv. The Red Cockade 2 vy, 
Shrewsbury 2v. Tho Castle Inn 2 v, 

‘A Whim and its Consequences 

Walter White: Holidays in Tyrol x v. 

Whitby: The Awakening of Mary Fen- 
wick 2 v, In the Suntime of her Youth 2 v. 

Richard Whiteing: The Island tv. 

S. Whitman: Imperial Germany r v. 
The Realm of the Habsburgs: v, Teuton 
Studies rv. [vade Mrs. Jenkin. 

‘«Who Breake—Pays,” Author ot— 

. D. Wiggin: Timothy's Quest iv. 
A Cathedral Courtship, etc. rv. 
Pembroke x v. 
Silence, etc. rv. 


H. F, Wood: 
Scotland Yard xv. 
Mrs. Henzy Wood: East Lynne 3 v. 


The Channings 2 v, Mrs. Halliburton’s 
Troubles 2 v.. Verner's Pride 3v. The 
Shadow of Ashlydyat 3 v. Trevlyn Hold 
2v. Lord Oakburn’ Daughters 2 v. 
Oswald Cray 2 v. Mildred Arkell 2. St. 
Martin's Evezy. Elster’s Follyzv. Lady 
Adelaide's Oath 2 v. Orville College rv. 
A Life's Secret rv. The Red Court Farm 
2¥. Anne Hereford 2v. Roland Yorke 
av. George Canterbury’s Will av. Bessy 
Rano y- Dene Hollow 2 v. The foggy 
Nightat Offord, etc. xv. Within theMaze 
2v. The Master of Greylands2v. Johnny 
Ladiow av. Told in the Twilight 2 ¥. 
‘Adam Grainger rv. Edina av. Pomeroy 
Abbey 2v. Court Netherleigh av. (The 
following by “J. Ludlow”): Lost in the 
Post, ec. ¥._A Tale of Sin, etc, rv. 
‘Anne, etc. rv. The Mystery of Jessy Page, 
etc. 4. Helen Whitney's Wedding, etc 
1 ¥, The Story of Dorothy Grape, ete. tv. 
M. L. Woods: A Village Tragedy xv. 
The Vagabonds 1 v. 
Wordaworth: The Poetical Works v. 
Lascelles Wraxall; Wild Oats v. 
Edm. Yates: Land atLast2v. Broken 
to Harness 2v. ‘The Forlorn Hope 2 v. 
Black Sheep 2v. The Rock Ahead 2 v. 
Wrecked in Port 2 v. Dr. Wainwright's 
Patient 2 y, Nobody’s Fortune = vr 


The ei of cach volume as 1 Mark 60, Pfennig. 
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Castaway 2 ¥. A WaitingRaco2yv. The | 5 v. Lady Hester rv, My young Alcides 
2, The impending Sword | 2v. The three Brides 2v. Womankind2 v. 


yellow 
av. Two, by Trickszy. Asilent Witness 
2v. Recollections and Experiences 2 v. 
S. Levett-Yeets; The Honour of 
Savelli rv. The Chevalier d"Auriac rv. 
Miss Yonge: The Heir of Redclyffe 
2v. Heartsease 2 v. The Daisy Chain 
2v. Dynevor Terrace 2 v. Hopes and 
Fears2v. The young Step-Mother 2 v. 
‘The Trial 2 v. "The clever Woman 2 v. 
‘The Dovo in the Eagle's Nest 2 v. The 
Danvers Papers, etc. tv. The Chapletof 
Pearls 2 v. The two Guardians rv. The 
‘caged Lion 2 v. The Pillars of the House 


Magaum Bonum 2 v. Love and Life rv. 
Unknown to History 2 v. Stray Pearls 
(W. Port.) 2 ¥. The Armourer’s Prentices 
2v, The twoSides of the Shield 2 v. Nut» 
tie’s Father 2¥v. Beechcroit at Rockstone 
av. A reputed Changeling 2 v. Two 
penniless Princesses xv. That Stick rv. 
Grisly Grisell xv. The Long Vacation 
ave [Henry Seton Merriman, 

“Young Mistley,” Author of—vide 

I. Zangwill: Dreamers of the Ghetto 
av. 

“Z. 2.1 The World and a Man ov. 
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Berthold Auerbach: On the Heights, 

Sreond Faition) gv. Brigitta xv. 
pinoza 2 v. 

Georg Ebers: An Egyptian Princess 
zy. Uardazy. HomoSumay, The 
Sisters (Die Schwestern) 2 v. Joshua 2v. 
Per Aspera 2 v. 

Fouqué: Undine, Sintram, ete. 1 v. 

FerdinandFreiligrath : Pooms(Sccond 
Edition) x v. [with Portrait) 

Wilhelm G8rlach: Prince Bismarck 

Goethe: Faust ry, Wilhelm Meister 
Apprenticeship 2 [Light x v. 

Karl Gutzkow: Through Night to 

F.. W. Haclliinder: Behind theCounter 
[Elandel und Wandel] 3 ¥, 

‘Wilhelm Hauff: Three Tales rv. 

Paul Heyse: L'Arrabiata, ete. 1v. The 
Dead Lake, etc.rv. Barbarossa, etc. x 

‘Wilhelmine von Hillern: The Vultu 


Series for 


Lady Barker: Stories about rv. 
Louisa Charlesworth: Ministering 
Children x v. 
‘Mr. Craik (Miss Mulock); Our Year 
x v. Three Tales for Boys x v. Three 
Tales for Girls z v, 
‘Miss G. M. Craik: Cousin Trix rv. 
Maria Edgeworth: Moral Tales rv. 
Popular Tales 2 v. 
Bridget and Julia Kavanagh: The 
Pearl Fountain iv, 
Charles and Mary Lamb: Tales from 
Sbakspeare 1 v. 
Captain Marryat: MastermanReadyty. 
‘Emma Marshall: Rexand Regina tv. 
Florence Montgomery: The Town- 


erman Authors, 


Maiden [die Geier-Wally] rv. The Hour 
will come 2 v. 

Salomon Kohn: Gabriel xv, 

G. E. Lessing: Nathan the Wise and 
Emilia Galotti rv. 

Fanny Lewald: Stella 2v. 

E. Marlitt: The Princess of the Moor 
[das Haideprinzesschen} 2 v. 

Maria Nathusius: Joachimy.Kamern, 
and Diary of a poor young Lady x v. 

Fritz Reuter: In the Year ’r3 1 v. 
An old Story of my farming Days [Ut 
mine Stromtid] 3 v. 

Jean Paul Friedrich Richter: Flower, 
Fruit and Thora Pieces 2 v. 

J. Victor Scheffel; Ekkohard. A Talo 
of the tenth Century 2 v. 

George Taylor: Klytia 2 v. 

H, Zschokke: The Princess of Brua- 
awick-Wolfenbiittel, etc. x v. 


the Young. 


Crier: to which is added: The Children 
with the Indian-Rubber Ball 1 v. 

Ruth and her Friends. A Story for 
Girls rv. 

Mrs. Henry Wood: William Allair rv. 

Misa Yonge: Kenneth; or, the Rear- 
Guard of the Grand Army 1 ¥. "The Little 
Duke. Ben Sylvester’s Word 1. Tho 
Stokesley Secrat rv. Countess Kate r v. 
A Book of Golden Deeds av. Friarswood 
Post-Office x v, Henrictta’s Wish rv 
Kings of England 1 v. The Lances of 
Lynwood; the Pigeon Pie rv. P's and 
Q's rv. Aunt Charlotte's Stories of Eng- 
lish History ry. Bye-Wordsrv. L: 
and Lasses of Langley, ete. x v. 


The price of cach volume ist Mark 60 Pfennig. 
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Nuovo Dizionario Italiano-Tedesco e Tedesco-Italiano. Di Giuseppe 
Rigutins 0 Oscar Budle, In two Volumes. Volume 1. Second Edition. 
Royal 8vo. Sewed 49,00. Cloth .#10,00. Half-morocco 11,50. 

Nuevo Diccionario Espafiol-Aleman y Alemén-Espafiol. Por 
D. Luis Tolhausen. Third Edition, In two Volumes. Royal 8vo. Sewed 
15,00. Cloth . 17,50, Half-morocco .# 20,505 

Dictionary of the English and German Languages. By W. Sames. 
‘Thirty-fifth Edition. Re-written by C. Stoffel. English-German and 
German-English in one Volume, Crown 8vo, Sewed 4,50. Bound ,f 5,00. 

A complete Dictionary of the English and French Languages for 
general use. By W. James and A. Mold, Fifteenth Stereotype Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Sewed 46,00. 

A complete Dictionary of the English and Italian Languages for 

ueral use. By HW. James and Gis, Greess, Eleventh Stercotype Edition 
rown 8vo. Sewed 5,00. 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the English and German Languages. 

By 5B. Wesseiy. ‘Twenty-fifth Stereotype Edition. Revised, altered, and 
enlarged by C. Stoffel and G. Payn, assisted by G. Berlit. 16mo. 
Sowed wth 1,50 Bound ff 2,25 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the English and French Languages. 
By ¥. 2. Wessely. Twenty-sixth Edition. Re-written, improved, and greatly 
enlarged by LZ. Tolhausers and G. Payn. In collaboration with M. Zug. 
Heymann, xomo. Sewed 1,50. Bound 2,25. 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the English and Italian Languages. 
By §.E. Westely, Eighteenth Stereotype Edition. Thoroughly revised and re- 
2S by G. Riguiins and G. Payn, x6mo. Sewed 4 3,50. Bound 


A New: Pocket Dictionazy of the English and Spanish Languages. 
By 9.f.Wersely and.A.Gironds. Twenty-third Stereotype Edition. Thoroughly 
revised and entirely re-written by Z. Zolhausen and G. Payrs. 16mo. Sewed 
1,50. Bound 2,25. 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the French and German Languages. 
By $B. Wessely, Sixth Stereotype Edition. x6mo. Sewed .# 1,50. Bound 
hb 2,25. 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the Italian and German Languages. 
By G. Locella. Fifth Stereotype Edition. 16mo. Sewed .# 1,50. Bound 
wb 2,28. 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the Latin and English Languages. 
Twelfth Stereotype Edition. x6mo. Sewed A1,50. Bound .# 2,25. 

A New Pocket Dictionary of the French and Spanish Languages. 
By Z, Zofkausen, Second Stereotype Edition. 16mo. Sewed 1,50. Bound 


2,25. 

Technological Dictionary in the French, English and German 
Languages by A. and Z. Zothausen. Complete in threo Parts. Fourth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Sewed .# 26,50. 

A Hebrew and Chaldee Lericon to the Old Testament By 
Dr. Pulius Fiirst. Fifth Editon, Translated from the German by Samuel 
Davidson, Royal 8vo, Sewed 4 19,00. 


No orders of private purchasers are executed by the publisher. 
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